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PREFACE. 

(to the first edition.) 

1 HE Sermon which gave rife to the publi- 
cation of thefe, having being offered to the 
world as a Sermon of Yorick'si I hope the moft 
ferious reader will find nothing to offend him, in 
my continuing thefe volumes under the fame title: 
left it fhould be otherwife, I have added a fecond 
title-page with the real name of the Author — the 
firfl will ferve the bookfeller's purpofe, as Yorick's 
name is poflibly of the two the more known; — 
and the fecond will eafe the minds of thofe who 
fee a jefl, and the danger which lurks under it, 
where no jefl was meant. 

1 fuppci4e:it';is neg^dielKjEo inform the Public, 
that the rfe'iifbn of prlnf ing thefe Sermons arifes 
al together from tH^fejJvo'tfrable reception which the 
Sermon giveji as/^'laflppk^^^^ in Tristram: 

Shandv m^X ^yjib'^fi'o^ii .tlie world ; — ^That Ser- 
mon was printed by itfelf fome years ago, but 
coulfl find neither purchafers nor readers ; fo 
that I apprehended little hazard from a pro- 
mife I made upon its republication, "That if the 
*' Sermon was liked, thefe fhould be alfo at 
the world's fervice ;'' which, to be as good as my 
word, they here are, and 1 pray to God, they 
may do it the fervice I wifli. I have little to fay 
in their behalf, except this, that not one of them 
was compofed with any thoughts of being print- 
ed; — they have been haftily written, and carry 
the marks of it along with then^. — ^l^his may 
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be no recoramendatioti; — I mean it however a.r 
fucli ; lor as the Sermons turn chicHy upon 
philanthropy, auJ thole kindred virtiies to it, 
tipon wliicii hang all the law and the projjhcts, 
I. trull they will be no lels telt, or worle re- 
ceived, for the evidence they bear, of proceeding 
more from tiie heart tlian the head. I have no- 
thing to add, but that the reader, upon old and 
beaten fubje^ts, mull not look for many new 
thoughts— 'tis well if he has new language in 
three or fourpafliiges; where he has neither the 
one nor the other, 1 have quoted the author I 
made free with. — There are ibu)e other paflageS 
vhere I fufpeCl I may have taken the fame li- 
berty, — but 'tis only fufpicioii, for 1 do not 
remember it is fo, othcrwile I Ihould have re- 
ftored them to their proper owners ; fo that I 
-put in here more as'^i; EetienU.-ft^Vj^g-jthan from 
■a conlcioufnefs of h'a'yjng'inifcK fo-'Anfwer for 
upon thiit fcore. In.,^is:[iT:j\$v^r, and every 
thing elfe which T olR;i:"trt liiall:pfj?r to the world, 
I rert, with a hearf iiiiitivat.";ea&, upon the 
proteetion of the humane and candid, from 
whom 1 have received many fevours, for which f. 
beg leave to return them thanks thanks* 
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SERMON I. 

INQUIRY AFTER HAPPINESS. 

PSALM XT. 6. 

1 

There be many that fay, Who will fhew us any good?*— Lordf lift 
thou up the light of thy couatenance upon us. 

THE great purfuit of man is after happi 
nefs ; it is the firft and ftrongeft deiire 
of his nature ; — in every ftage of his life he 
fearches for it as fb«> hid treafure ; — courts it 
under a thoufand different Ihapes, — and, 
though perpetually difappointed, — Itill per- 
fifts, — runs after, and enquires for it afrefli,-— 
a(ks every paffenger who conies in his way, 
JVho will Jliew him any good? — who will affift 
him in the attainment of it, or dire6t him to 
the difcovery of this great end of all his 
wiflies ? 

He is told by one, to fearch for it among 
the more gay and ufeful pleafures of life, in 
fcenes of mirth and fprightlinefs, where Hap- 
pinefs ever prefides, and is ever to be known 
by the joy and laughter which he will at 
once fee painted in her looks. 

A fecond, with a graver afped:, points out 
to the coftly dwellings which pride and ex-» 
travagance have erected ;— tells the enquu'cr 
that the objed; he is in fearch of inhabits 
there ; — that Happinefs lives only in com? 
pany with the great, in the midft of much 
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4 SERMON L 

pomp and outward ftate ; — that he will eafily 
find her out by the coat of many colours flie 
has on, and the great luxury and expence of 
equipage and furniture with which Ihe al- 
ways fits furrbunded. 

The mifer bleffes God ! — wonders how any 
one would miflearl, and wilfully put him 
tijpbn Xe tvrong a fcent, — convinces him that 
happin^fs and extravagance never inhabited 
under the fame roof; — that, if he would not 
Be difapp(!)i*nted in his fearch, he muft look 
5lito the plain and thrifty dwelling of the 
jyrudeht man, who knows and underftands 
the wortlT of money, and cautioufly lays it 
up iagainft an evil hour : that it is not the 
Jyroftitutibn of wealth upon the paflions, or 
tKe parting with it at all, that conftitutes hap- 
pinefs ;— but that it is the keeping it together, 
itnid the having and holdmg it fall to him and 
his heirs for ever, which are the chief attri- 
butes that form this great idol of human 
worfliip, to which fo much incenfe is offered 
ejp e\' ery day. 

* The epicure, though he eafily reftifies fo 
;rofs a miftake, yet, at the fame time, 
le plunges him, if pofTible, into a greater ; 
for, hearing the objedl of his purfuit to be 
liappinefs, and knowing of no other happi- 
fieTs than what is featcd immediately in his 
fcrifes, — he fends the enquirer there, tells him 
^is in vain to fearch elfewhere for it than 
*where Nature herfdf has placed it,^ — in the 
ihdulgfeticfe and gratification of the ap|>etites', 
^hich abfe given us for *tTiat end : -and, in a 
'^^ ^ word. 



SERMON I. 5 

I 

word, — ^if he will not take his opinion in tUe 
xnatter, — he may truft the word of a much 
wifer man, who has alTured us, That there is 
nothing better in this world, than that a man 
fliould eat and drink^ and rejoice in his 
works, and mako^ his foul enjoy good in his 
labpur J— for that is his portion. 

To refcue him from this brutal experiment, 
Ambition takes him by the hand, and carries 
him into the world,— lliews him all the kiixg-^ 
doms of the earth and the glory of them,-r— . 
points out the many ways of advancing hia 
fortune, and raifmg himfelf to honour ;— laysi 
before his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and a(ks if there can 
be any happinefs in this world like that of 
being carelied, courted, flattered, and fol-? 
lowed? 

To clofe all, — the philofopher meets hiii| 
buftling in the full career of this purfuit, — r 
ftops him, — tells him, if he is in fearch of 
happinefs, he is far gone out of his way : — 
that this deity has long been banifhed from 
noife and tumults^ where there was no reft 
found for her, and was fled into folitude far 
from all commerce of the world ; and, in ^ 
word, if he would find her, he muft leave thi^f 
bufy and intriguing fcene, and go back to tha^ 
peaceful fcene of retirement and books, from 
which he at firft fet out. 

In this circle too often does man run, tries 
all experiments, and generally fits down 
weary and diffatisfied with them all at laft, — • 
in utter defpair of ever accomplifliing what 

b3 he 



6 SERMON L 

he wants,— nor knowing what to truft ta 
after fo many difappointments, — or where to- 
lay the fault, whether in the incapacity of 
his own nature, or the infufficiencj' of the 
enjoyments themfelves. v 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate, — 
without knowledge which way to turn or 
where to betake ourfelves for refuge, — fo 
often abufed and deceived by the many who 
pretend thus to Ihew us any good, — Lord ! 
fays the Pfalmift, lift up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us ? Send us fonie rays of thy 
grace and heavenly wifdom, in this benighted 
fearch after happincfs, to dirci^l us fafely to 
it ! O God ! let us not wander for ever with- 
out a guide, in this dark region, in endlefs 
purfuit of our miftaken good, but enlighten 
our eyes that we fleep not in death ; — opeu 
• to them the comforts of thy holy word and 
religion ; — lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us, — and make us know the joy and fa- 
tisfacftion of living in the true faith and fear 
of thee, which only can caiTy us to this haven 
of reft where we would be, — that fure haven, 
where true joys are to be found, which will 
at length not only anfwer all our expedla- 
tions, — but fatisfy the moft unbounded of 
our wilhes for ever and ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce 
the remaining part of the difcoui-fe under two 
heads. — ^The firft part of the verfe, — '^ There 
*• be many that fay. Who will fliew us any 
" good?'^ — ^To make fome reflections upon 
the infufficieucy of moft of our enjoyments 

towards 
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towards the attainment of happijiefs,- upon 
fome of the moft received plans on which 'tis 
generally fought. 

The examination of which will lead us up 
to the fource and true fecret of all happinefsj 
fuggelled to us in the latter part of the vqrfe ; 
— " Lord I lift thou up the light of thy coun- 
" tenanceuponus/' — that there-can bb no real 
happinefs without religion and virtue, and the 
aililtance of God's grace and Holy Spirit .to 
diretft our lives in the true purfuit of it. 

Let us enquire into the difappointments 
of human happinefs, on fome of the moft 
received plans on which 'tis generally fought 
for and expected by the bulk of mankind. 

There is hardly any fubjed: more exhaufted, 
or which, at one time or other, has afforded 
more matter for argument and declamation 
than this one, of the infufficiency of our en- 
joyments. Scarce a reformed fenfualift, from 
Solomon down to our own days, who has not 
in fome fits of repentance or difappointment 
uttered fome fliarp reflection upon the empti- 
nel's of human pleafure, and of the vanity of 
vanities which difcovers itfelf in all the pur- 
fuits of mortal man. — But the mifchief has 
been, that, though fo many good things have 
been faid, they have generally had the fate 
to be conlidered either as the overflowings of 
difgufl from fated appetites, which could no 
longer relifli the pleafures of life ; or, as the 
declamatory opinions of reclufe and fplenetic 
men, who had never tafted them at all, and, 
confequently, were thought no judges of the 

b4 matter. 
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from anfwering your expectations of hafvi 
pinefs, 'twas well if you. efcaped without 
Jpain. — ^That, in every experiment he had 
tried, he had found more bitter than fweet ; 
and, for the little pleafure one could fnatch, 
— it too often left a terrible fting behind it : 
befides, did the balance lie on the other fide^ 
he would tell you there could be no 'tnie 
fatisfa^lion where a life runs on in fo giddy 
a circle, out of which a Avifc man fliould ex- 
tricate himfelf as foon as he can, that he may 
begin to look forwards: — that it becomes a 
man of charadler and confequence to lay afide 
childifli things, to take care of his interefts, 
to eftablilh the fortune of his family* and 
place it out of want and dependence : and^ 
in a word, if there is fuch a thing as happi-^ 
nefs upon earth, it mull confift in the accom-^ 
plilhment of this ; — and, for his own part, if 
God fliould profper his endeavours lo as to 
be worth fuch a fum, or to be able to bring 
fuch a point to bear, — he fliall be one of the 
happiett of the fons of men. — In full aflur- 
ance of this, on he drudges, — plots, — con- 
trives, — ^lifes early, — late takes reft, and eats 
the bread of carefulnefs, till, at length, by 
hard labour and perfeverance, he has reach* 
ed, if not outgone, the objecSt he had firll in 
view. — When he has got thus far, — ^if he is 
a plain and lincere man, he will make no 
fcniple to acknowledge truly what alteration 
he has found in himfelf. — If you aflc him, — 
he will tell you that his imagination painted 
ibmetbing before his eyes, the reality of which 
i. , .. 8 he 
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he has not yet attained to: that, with all the 
accumulation of his wealth, he neither lives 
the merrier, fleeps the founder, or has lels 
care and anxiety upon his fpirits than at his 
firll fetting out. 

Perhaps, you'll fay, fome dignity, honour, 
or title, only is wanting : — Oh ! could I ac- 
compliih that, as there would be nothing left 
then for me to wifli, good God! how happy 
lliould I be ! Tis ftill the fame; — the dignity 
or title, — though they crown his head with ho- 
nour, — add not one cubit to his happinefs. — 
Upon fumming up the account, all, all is found 
to be feated. merely in the imagination. — ^I'he 
fafter he has purfued, the fafter the phantom 
flies before him ; — and, to ufe the fatirift's 
comparifon of the chariot-Avheels,— hafte as 
they will, they mull for ever keep the fame 
diftance. 

But what ? though I have been thus far 
difappointed in my expec^lations of happinefs 
from the pofleffion of riches, — " Let me try 
" whether I fliall not meet with it in the 
" fpending and faihionable enjoyment of 
** them " 

Behold ! I will get me down, and make me 
great works, and build me houfes, and plant 
me vineyards, and make me gardens and pools 
of Avater; and I will get me fervants and 
maidens ; and whatfoever my eyes defire, I 
will not keep from them. 

In profecution of this, — ^he drops all pain- 
ful purfuits^ — withdraws himfelf from the 
bu(y part of the world, — realizes, — pulls 

down 
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down, — ^builds up again; — buys ftatues^ pic- 
tures, — plants — and plucks up by the roots« 
— levels mountains — and fills up vallies, — 
turns rivers into dry ground, and dry ground 
into rivers ; — fays unto this man. Go, and he 
oeth ; and unto another. Do this, and he 
oeth it; — and whatfoever his foul lufteth 
after of this kind, he withholds not from it. 
When every thing is thus planned by himfelf, 
and executed according to his wifli and di- 
rection, furely he is arrived to the accomplifli- 
ment of his wiflics, and has got to the fummit 
of all human happinefs? — Let the raoft for-* 
tunate adventurers in this way anfwer the 
queftion for him, and fay, — how often it arifes 
higher than a bare and fimple amufement,— ^ 
and well, if you can compound for that^ — 
fince, 'tis often purchafed at fo high a price, 
and fo foured by a mixture of other inciden-^ 
tal vexations, as to become too often a work 
of repentance, which, in the end, will extort 
the fame forrowful confeflion from him, which 
it did from Solomon in the like cafe, — " Lo ! 
** I looked on all the works tliat my hands 
** had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
^* laboured to do, — ^and behold all was vanity 
•* and vexation of fpirit, — and there was no 
•^ profit to me under the fun/' 

To inflame this account the more, — it 
would be no miracle, if, upon cafting it up, 
he has gone farther lengths than he firft in- 
tended, run into expences which have entan- 
gled his fortune, and brought himfelf into 
fuch difficulties as to make way for the lail 

experi- 



experim«it life can <ary,— and that is, to tiani 
mifer, with no hapjritiefe in "view but Arhat is 
to rife out ioif the little ddigns of a Ifewlid 
ftiittd, fet upon faving aad fcraping ^ip all he 
has injudidotiily fpent. 

In this taft ftj^e, — ^behold him a paor 
trembling wretch, iiiut up from all mankind, 
finking into uttea* oonttimpt; ij[>ending carefui 
days and flfeepkfs nights in ptniuit of what 
a narrow and contracted heart can -Mever en^ 
joy; — and let «S here leave him to the con- 
vid^ion hie will one day find,— that there is no 
end of his labour, — ti^at his eyes will never 
be fatisfied with Tichest, or will fay,— For 
whom do i labour and bereaverayfelf of reft? 
' — This is alfo a fore travel. 

I believe this is no uncommon picture of 
the difappointments of human life, — ^and the 
manner 'our pleafures and enjoyments iHp 
from under ^s in every ftage of our life. Am 
though I would not be thotfght by it^ as if I 
was denying the locality of pleafures, or di& 
puting the being of them, any mart than one 
would the reality of pain, — ^yet I muft obfervfc 
on this head, that there is a plain i^Siftin^on 
to be made betwixt pleaforeiand happinefs: 
for, though the?e can be no -happinefs without 
pleafure,^ — ^^^et the reverfe of the propofition 
will not hold true.— -We are fo made, that, 
£^from the common gratifications of ourappe* 
tites, and the imprelfions of a thoufand ob- 
jeds, we fnatch the one, like a tranfient 
gleam, without being fufibred to tafte the 

other 
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other, aiid enjoy the perpetual funftiirie and 
fair weather which conftantly attend it. This, 
I contend^ is only to be found in reUgion, — 
in the confcioufnefs of virtue, — and the fare 
and certain hopes of a better life, which 
brightens all bur profpecfts, and leaves no 
jroom to dread difappointments, — becaufe the 
expe6lation of it is built upon a rock, Avhofe 
foundations are as deep as thofe of Heaven 
and Hell. 

And though, in our pilgrimage through this 
world, — fome of us may be fo fortunate as 
to meet with fome clear fountains by the 
way, that may cool, for a few moraerits, the 
heat of this great thirft of happincfs, — yet 
our Saviour, who knew the Avorld, though 
he enjoyed but little of it, tells us, that who- 
ibever drinketh of this water will thirft again : 
- — and we all find, by experience, it is fo, and 
by reafon, that it always muft be fo. 

I conclude with a Ihort obfervation upon 
Solomon's evidence in this cafe. 

Never did the bufy brain of a lean and 
hed:ic chemitt fearch for the philofopher's 
ftone with more pains and ardour than thi$ 
great man did after happinefs. He was one 
of the wifeft enquirers into Nature; — had 
tried all her powers and capacities, and after 
a thoufand vain fpeculations and vile experi- 
ments, he affirmed, at length, it lay hid in no 
one thing he had tried. Like the chemilt's 
projections, all had ended in fmoke, or, what 
was worfe, in vanity and vexation of fpirit, 

-^The 
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— ^The conclufion of the whole matter was 
this, — ^That he advifes every man who would 
be happy, to fear God and keep his com^ 
mandments. 
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THE HOUSE OF FEASTING AND THE HOUSE 
OF MOURNING DESCRIBED. 

ECCLES. Til. 2j 3, 

It is better to go to the houfe of mourning than to the houfc 

of ftafting, 

1 HAT I deny; — but let us hear the wife 
man s reafdning upon it, — " for that is the 
•' end of all men, and the living will lay it 
" to his heart: forrow is better than laughter:'^ 
— for a crack-brain'd order of Carthufian 
monks, I grant, but not for men of the 
world. For what purpofe, do you imagine, 
has God made us ? for the focial fweets of 
the well-watered vallies, where he has planted 
us, or for the dry and difmal defert of a Sierra 
Morena ? Are the fad accidents of life, and 
the uncheery hours which perpetually over- 
take us, are they not enough, but we mull 
fally forth in queft of them, — belye our own 
hearts, and fay, as our text would have us, 
that they are better than thofe of joy ? Did 
the Bell of Beings fend us into the world for 
this end,— to go Aveeping through it, — to vex 
and fhorten a life Ihort and vexatious enough 
already ? Do you think, my good preacher, 
that he who is infinitely happy, can envy us 
our enjoyments? or that a Being fo infinitely 

kind, 
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flfind, would grudge a mournful traveller the 
fliort reft and refrefliments neceflary to fup- 
port his fpirits through the ftages of a weary 
pilgrimage? or that he would call him to a 
levere reckoning, becaufe in his way he had 
haftily fnatched at fome little fugacious plea- 
fures, merely to fweeten this unealy journey 
of life, and reconcile him to the ruggednefs 
of the road, and the many hard joftlings he . 
is fure to meet with ? Confider, I befeech 
you^ what provifion and accommodation the 
Author of our being has prepared for us, that 
we might not go on our way forrowing: — 
how many catavanferas of reft ! — what powers 
and faculties he has given us for taking it ! — 
what apt objec^ls he has placed in our Avay to 
entertain us ! — ^fome of Avhich iie has made 
fo fair, fo exquifitely fitted for this end, that 
they have power over us, for a time, to charm 
away the fenfe of pain, to cheer up the de- 
jected heart under poverty and ficknefs, and 
make it go and remember its miferies no 
more. 

I will not contend, at prefent, againft this 
rhetoric ; I would chufe rather for a moment 
to go on with the allegory^ and fay we arc 
travellers, and, in the moft afFe6ling fenfe of 
that idea, that, like travellers, though upon 
bufinefs of the laft and neareft concern to 
us, we may furely be allowed to amufe our- 
felves with the natural or artificial beauties 
of the country we are paffing through, with- 
out repvoach of forgetting the maiu errand 

VOL. III. c we 



i8 SERMON IL 

\re are fent upon ; and if we can & order it> 
as not to be fed out of the way, by the va- 
riety of profpe6ts, edifices, and ruins which 
folicit us, it would be a nonfenlical piece of 
fain t-eiTan try to fhut our eyes. 

But let us not lofe fight of the argument 
in purfuit of the fimile. 

Let us remember, various as our excurfions 
are — that wc luivc ilill fet our faces towards 
Jcrufalcm: — that we have a place of rell and 
ha])pincfs, towards which we haften ; and that 
the way to get there is not fo much to pleafa 
our hearts, as to improve them in virtue; — 
that mirth and feafting are ufuall}^ no friends 
to atchievements of this kind, — but that a 
Icafon of affliction is, in fome fort, a feafon of 
p'ety, — not only becaufe our fufferings are 
apt to put us in mind of our fins, but that by 
the check and intenuption which they give 
to our piu'fuits, they allow U3 what the hurry 
and bultle of the world too often deny us; 
---and that is, a little time for reflection, 
which is all that moll of us want, to make uat 
wifcr and better men: — tliat at ceirtain times 
it is fo neceflary a man's mind ihould be 
turned towards itfclf, that mther than want 
occalions, he had better purchafe them at 
the ex pence of his prefent happinefs. — ^He 
had better, as the text exprefles it, "go to. 
'' the houfe of mourning,'' where he will meet 
with fome thing to fubdue his paffions, than, 
to the houfe of feafl;ing, where the joy and 
gaiety of the place is likely to excite them.-T-^ 

That 
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Tlirft wbcroaS the eutertftirimftntsand carciTed 
of the one place expofe his heart and lay it 
opttt to temptations ; — the fbrrows of the 
othe* defend it, and as naturally ihtit them 
frbm it^ So firango ai*d unactountabl* a 
ci^eaturfe is man ! he is fo framed, that he 
cannot biJt purfue happinefs;— =-ahd yet, u'fl-' 
lefs he is made fdjmetimes miferable, how apt 
is he to miftake the way i^hich can only 
lead hiin to the accomphlhuiefit of his owrt 
>fii>jes! 

'I'his is the full fofce of the ivifc" man's de- 
claration. — But to do faither jullice to hiS 
words, I will endeavour to bring the fttbje*3 
ftill hearer. — For which purj>olc, it will bS 
liecefiary to ftop hefe, ami take a tranlient 
view of the two places here referred to, — the 
houfe of mourning, and the hoiife of feafting. 
Give me leave, therefore, I befeech you, to 
recal botli of them for a moment to your 
imaginations, that fiom thence I may appeal 
to your hearts how faithfully, and upon what 
good grounds, the effedls and natural opera- 
tiofts of each upon our minds are intimated 
in the text. 

Ankl^ firft, tefi us look into the houfe of 
feafling. 

And ter^, t<> be as- f^r and candid as poP» 
fibl*^ in the defcSripfiift* of this, -fre Will tidt 
take? it from- the woril originals, (uch as are 
Dp«}ned merely foi- the fitle of v»i*tue, and fd 
cstlculelte^ for the end, thni ffee difguife each 
is iiA<^ n6e only gjve-t power fftfely to drire 
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on the bargain, but fafely to carry it intoexiS^ 
cution too. 

This we will not fiippofe to be the cafe; — 
nor let us even iniagine the hoiife of feafting 
to be fuch a fcene of inteiiij:)erance and ex- 
cefs as the houfe of feafting does often exhi- 
bit; — but let us take it from one,- as little ex- 
ceptionable as we can, — where there is, or 
at leaft appears, nothing really criminal,—' 
but where every thing feenas to be kept within 
the vifible bounds of moderation and fcrbriety. 
. Imagine then fuch a houfe of feaftiiig, 
where, either by confent or invitation, a num- 
ber of each fex is drawn togetlier, for no 
other jHirpofe but the enjoyment and mutual 
entertainment of each other: which, vre will 
fuppofe, fliali arife from no other pleafures 
but what cuftom authorizes, and religion 
docs not abfolutely forbid. 

Before we enter, — let us examine, what 
rauft be the fentiments of each individual 
previous to his arrival, and we Ihall find, 
that however they may differ from one another 
in tempers^ ;^nd opinions, that every one 
feems to agree in this : — ^That as he is going 
to a houfe dedicated to joy and mirth, it was 
fit he lliould divell himfelf of whatever was 
likely to eontradid; that intention, or be in- 
con fiftent with it. — ^That for this purpofe, he 
had left his cares, — ^his ferious thoughts, — - 
and his moral reflections behind him, and 
was come forth from home with only fuch 
difpofitions and gaiety of heart as fuited the 

oGGaiiony 
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occafion, and promoted the intended mirth 
and jollity of the place. With this prepara- 
tion of mind, whicli is as little as can be fup- 
pofed, fmce it will amount to no more than 
a defire in each to render himfelf an accept- 
able gueft, — let us conceive them entenng 
into the houfe of feafting with hearts fet loofe 
from grave reftrarnts, and opeji to the expect- 
ations of receiving pleaiure. It is not ne- 
♦ceflTary, as I premifea, to bring intemperancd 
into this fcene, — or to fuppofe fuch an excefs 
in the gratification of the appetites as fliall 
ferment the blood and fet the defircs in a 
flame. — Let us admit no more of it, there^ 
fore, than will gently ftir them, and fit thera 
for the impreflions which fo benevolent a 
commerce will naturally excite. In this dil^ 
pofition, thus wrought upon beforehand, and 
already improved to this purpofe, — take no- 
tice how mechanically the thoughts and fpi- 
rils rile, — how foon and infenfibly they are 
got above the pitch and fii-ft bounds which 
cooler hours would have marked. 

When the gay and fmiiihg afpecft of things 
has begun to leave the paflages to a man's 
heart thus thoughtlefsly unguarded; — ^whcn 
kind and careffing looks of every object with- 
out, that can flatter his fenfes, have confpired 
with the enemy within, to betray him, and 
put him off his defence ;^ — when Mufic like^ 
wife hath lent her aid, and tried . her power '^ 
upon the paflions;- — when ' the yoicc^*6f!fii 
ing men, and the voic^ ttf- 
^th the found of the y» 
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})fQke in iipoi) his foul| ^nd ia fome tender 
nptes^ hq,ve tOHchcd tkc fecret fprings of rap*- 
tiffe,77Trthat nioment let us diffedi and loolj: 
j|:jto his heart :^~fee how vg-in! how weqk! 
Jipw empty a thing it is ! Look through its 
fever^l receffe^j-TT-thofe pure ijianfiQUS formed 
fpr tjie j:'eception of innocence and virtue :-^— 
fyd fpeiftacle | Biehold thofe fair inhabitants 
Up>v difpoffeffed, -returned out of th(jiv facred 
dwejlipg, to nj^Jve roona,— for what ?— ^t the 
]Deft for levity and indifcretion, — perhaps for 
fpHy;-=rzrit may be for more impure guefts» 
>i'hich poffibly, in fo genqral a rjot of the 
IHind and fcnfes, may take qccafion to entef 
Vipfufpecfted at the fame time, 

In ft fcene and difpofition thus d^fcribed^ 
-rrQBsn the moll cautioug fay, — Thus far ihaU 
fl[^y delires go,-:-and no farther? or will the 
gop^ft and rooft circumipe6i fay, when j)l6a- 
fvirp has taken full pofleffion of his heart, 
thftt no thought nor purpofe fljall arife there 
i^hich he would h^ve concealed P-^In tlwfe 
loofe and unguarded monjents, the imagiq*-' 
tian is npt always at command; — \r\ fpijff of 
ycftfpp ^nd reflexion, it will fprcibly Q^ry 
Jiipa fpinetiii^es whither he would not,-^liki& 
the unclean fpirit, in the ps^rent's f^c^ d^f^pnp^ 
tipii €if his child's c^fe, which took hiirt, £|q4 
qftr.tiij[ie? call him into the fire to d^ftroy himi 
apd whcrefoever it taketh hini it te^r^th.h^W^ 
stnd bardly departeth from hi^i 

gut this, you'll %, is the wqrft ;!iG(j«<u»t of 
vh^t the mind m^y laffey l^ei^e. 
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Wfey may we aot make more favourably 
fuppofitions ?— That numbers, by exercife 
audcuilom to fuch encounters Jearn gradually 
to <lcfpife and triumph over them; — that 
the sninds of many are not fo fufceptible of 
warm impreflions, or fo badly fortified againfi; 
them, that pleafure fliould eafily corrupt o^ 
foftesn them; — tliat it would be hard to fup^ 
pofe, of the great multitudes wliich daily 
throng and prefs into this houfe of feaftina 
but that numbers come out of it again witk 
all the innocence with which they entered ;-r 
and that, if both fexes are included in the 
computation, whsitfair examples fhall we fee 
of many of fo pure and chafte a turn of mind, 
— that the houfe of feafting, with all its 
charms and temptations, was never able to 
excite a thought, or awaken an indination 
which virtue need to blufli at, — or which 
the moft fcrupulous confcience might not 
fupport. God forbid we fliould fay other* 
wife: — -no doubt, numbers of all ages efcape 
unhurt, and get off this dangerous fea without 
(hip^vreck. Yet are they not to be reckoned 
amongft the moft fortunate adventurers ;-f 
and though one would not abfolutely prohibit 
the attempt, or be fo cynical as to condemn 
every one who tries it, fince there are fo many> 
I fuppofe, who cannot well do otherwife, and 
whofe condition and fituation in life unavoid- 
ably force them upon it,---yet we may be al- 
iowed to-defcribc this fair and flattering coaft, 
' — we may point out the unfufpe6led dangers 
. ; c 4 of 
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of it, and warn the unwary pafienger whewi 
they lie. We may fhew him what hazards his 
youth and incKperience will run, how little 
he can gain by the venture, and how much 
wifer and better it would be (as is implied in 
the text) to feek occafions rather to improve 
his little ftock of virtue, than incautioufly 
expofe it to fo unequal a ohance, where the 
bell he can hope is to return fafe with what 
treafure he carried out, — but where, probably,, 
he may be fo unfortunate as to lofe it all,— 
be loft himfelf, — and undone for ever. 

Thus much for the houfe of feafting; 
which, by the way, though generally open at 
other times of the year throughout the world,, 
is fuppofed, in Chriftian countries, now every- 
where to be imiverfally fhut up. And, in 
truth, I have been more full in my cautions 
againft it, not only as reafon requires, — but 
in reverence to this feafon *, wherein our 
church cxa<fts a more particular forbearance 
and felf-denial in this point, and thereby adds 
to the reftraints upon pleafure and entertain- 
ments which this reprefentation of things has 
fuggefted againft them already. 

Here, then, let us turn afide from this gay 
fcene ; and fuffer me to take you with me.for 
a moment to one much fitter for your meditar 
tion. Let us go into the houfe of mourning, 
made fo by fuch afflictions as have been 
brought in, merely, by the common crofs ac- 
cidents and difafters to which our condition is 

* * Preached in Lent. - ' 

^ ^ expofed j 
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(»pofed ?^w6erei perhaps, the aged parents 
fit broken-hearted, pierced to their fonh with 
jthe folij and indifcretion of athanklefs child, 
— ithe child of their prayers, in whom all theif 
hopes and expedlations centered •-—Perhaps ^ 
mow affecting fcene: — A virtuous family 
lying pinched with want, where the unfortu^ 
nate fupport of it, having long ftruggled with 
a train of misfortunes, and bravely fought up 
againft them, — is now piteoufly borne down 
;at the laft,-r-overwhelmed with a cruel blow 
which no forecaft or frugality could have pre- 
vented ! — O God ! look upon his afflictions ! 
— Behold him diftrad;ed*with many forrows, 
furrounded with the tender pledges of his 
love, and the partner of his cares, — ^without 
bread to give them ! unable, from the re- 
membrance of better days, to dig ; — to beg, 
aihamed. 

When we enter into the houfe of mourn- 
ing, fuch as this, it is inipoffible to infult 
the unfortunate, even with an improper look. 
r-rUnder whatever levity and diffipation of 
heart fuch objed;s catch our eyes, — they 
catch likewife our attentions, colledl and call 
home our fcatter'd thoughts, and exercife 
them with wifdom. A tmnfient fcene of dil^ 
treis, fuch as is here ftetched, how foon doeS 
it furnifii materials to fet the mind at work? 
how neceffarily does it engage it to the con- 
fideration of the miferies and misfortunes, the 
dangers and calamities to which the life of 
man is fubje6t i By holding up fuch a glafs 
before it, it forces the mind to lee and re^le^^l; 

upoft 
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upon the vanity ^-^^tfae periihing condition 
and uncertain tenuie of ev^ry thing in this 
world. From reflexions of this ferious cafl^ 
how infenfibly do the thoughts carry us far- 
ther ! — ^and, from confidering what we are^ 
— what kind of world we live in, and what 
evils befal us in it, how naturally do they fet 
us to look fonvards at what poflibly we fhall 
be ! — for what kind of world we are intended^ 
—what evils may be^fal us there, and what 
provifion we fhould make againft them here^ 
whilft we have time and opportunity. 

If thefe leffons are fo infeparable from the 
houfe of mouraing here fuppofed, — ^we (hall 
find it a ftill more inftru6tive fchool of wiff 
dom when we take a view of the place in that 
more affe6ling light td which the wife maik 
feems to confine it in the text ; in which, by 
the houfe of mourning, I believe, he means 
that pailicular fcene of forrow, where there is 
lamentation and mourning for the dead. 

Turn in hither, I befeech you, for a mo^ 
roent. Behold a dead man ready to be carried 
out { the only fon of bis mother, and fhe a 
widofw ! Perhaps a more affecting fpedacle : 
— a kind and indulgent father of a numerous 
family, hes breathlefs; — fnatched away in 
the llrength of his age;*— torn in an evil hour 
from his childien and the bofom of a difcon- 
fojate wife ! 

Behold much people of the city gathered 
together to mix their tears, with fettled for*- 
row in their looks,. going heavily q,long to the 
houfe of mowrnirig^ . to ;perfonn tliat laft me^- 

•,rr lancholy 
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huyckiisiky o&C(fi vfhach^ irbeii tdiedcbt of mir 
tore 16 3paifi^vwx^>are called upon to pay to 
each other. ; » 

If the £ui ocoftfion which leads him ihere 
ha^ not done it jikeady^ take nQttce ta wliai 
a ferious and devout frame of mind every 
man is reduced the moment he enters this 
gate of affliction. The bufy and fluttering 
fpirits, which in the houfe of mirth were wont 
to tranfport him from one diverting object to 
another, — fee how they are fallen ! how 
peaceably they are laid ! lii this gloomy man- 
fion, full of Ihades and uncomfortable dampsf 
to feize the foul, — fee, the light and ealy 
heart, which never knew what it was to think 
before, how penfive it is now! how foft! 
how fufceptible ! how full of religious impref* 
fions ! how deeply it is fmitten with a ienfe 
and with a love of virtue ! Could we, in this 
crifis, whilft this empire of reafon and religion 
lafl;s, and the heart is thus exercifed with wif- 
dom and buficd with Heavenly contempla- 
tions, — could we fee it naked as it is, — ftrip- 
ped of its palfions, vmfpottcd by the world, 
and regardlefs of its pleafures, — we might 
then fafely reft our caufe upon this fingle 
evidence, and appeal to the moft fenfual. 
Whether Solomon has not made a juft deter- 
mination here in favour of the houfe of 
mourning? — not for its own fake, but as it 
is fruitful in virtue, and becomes the occaiion 
of fo much good. Without this end, forrow, 
I own, has no ufe but to fhorten a man's 
days ; — ^nor can gravity, with all its ftudied 

folemnity 
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folemnity of look and carriage, ferve any end 
but to make one half >of the world raerry, and 
impofe upon the other. 

Confider what has been faid ; and may God 
4)f his w^rcy blefs you ! Mnen. 
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Which nowef tbefe three^ ihi&keil thou^ was neigftbonr Hnto kiii> 
that fell amongH the thieves ? — ^And he faidi He that /heweA 
mercy on him* Then faid Jefus ui^o him,-*«^Goy and do thoa 
likewife. 

In the foregoing verfes of this chapter^ 
the Evangelilt relates, that a certain lawyer 
ftood up and tempted Jefus, laying. Matter, 
what fliall I do to inherit eternal life ? — -Ta 
which enquiry cur Saviour, as his manner 
Iras, when any enfnaring queftion was put ta 
him, which he faw proceeded more from a 
deiign to entangle him, than an honeft view 
of getting information, — inftead of giving a 
du-ea anfwer, which might aflford a handle 
to malice, or at beft ferve only to gratify an 
impertinent humour, — he immediately re- 
torts the queftion upon the man who afked 
it, and unavoidably puts him upon the necef-^ 
fity of anfwering himfelf ; — and, as in the 
prefent cafe, the particular profeffion of the 
enquirer, and his fuppofed general know- 
ledge of all other branches of learning, left no 
room to fufpe6t; he could be ignorant of the 
^ tme anfwer to this queftion ; and efpecially, 
of what every one knew was delivered upon 
that head by their great Legiflator; our Sa- 
viour 
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viour therefore refers him to his own memory 
of w hat he had found there in the courfe of 
his Itudies :----What (V> wrkteiar in the law, how 
readeft thouT^-^Upoii whi(!li" the enquirer, re- 
citing the gc^ueial heads of our duty; to God 
and Man, as delivered in ttie 18th of Levi- 
ticus and the 6th of Deuteronomy ; — namely, 
— " That we Ihotild wdffltip the Lord our 
"^GpA vriih^U aufht^is, tkti^ \<ne dtir rfeiglr- 
^ Itfour ^s o\irfelvcs;^ out hkffed Savioiff t^fls 
tim, he had anfwered right ; and if he totlovved 
that leffon, he could not fail of the blelfing^ 
be fecalned dtefitou* to* inherrtj-^^^Vlchis dto^ 
*f amd thDa (kal* lixfeJ*' • .: 

,' ^Bthe; a9 the^ cotte:»t teBit tes^rwillili^ td 
jdijRify himfeif^-r^-hrriUi-ng pofiifol}! t<b gain itwrer 
CFttdit in the conferenrcev or koping^i ipevhap9^ 
tct heai* &wh a pastial^ aird narBow.dedfoiitioa of 
Aet vmrdb neigliSbotxt as wouidf furt hid own priaH 
Gfples^ and juftify fomer pai tihilat oppreffibna 
of his ofwn^ oi tbctfe of wMehi hi^ wbok ordifi^ 
Isti^ imdar om d(ecii&tnx!)n,r^d3!9s \mto) Jeftfsy in 
tte 2it)th verfev—" Aiid w^hly; is« ' nry heighM 
'> bour ?"- — ^Tkmigh) the densowi) aft ferft &gdri{ 
Aiacy feero utterly trifling,. y«t ^iv^» it fetr fiiont 
feeiaffg fo» in.fack. For,, according: as j<s>tt tindeiw 
ftood tlie tQtxxt in: St moie on left reffrainerd 
jSenfe,— it produiced raangr wdiceflary variaH 
tionsin the duties) yoiai ©hved fiiom; thatsireia;^ 
tion.— Our Weffed Sajrioutv tk^ ite^'ily aiay 
paytiai and pemixsious: miftake ini Uiisf matter^ 
and to piacb at once^ this> dofty ^ line' lofve* of 
our neigkbouv upon its tctte bottcwn ©ff philan- 
thropy and uiniTevfkl kindntis^ maikes ani^eif 

to 
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tb the pitfiofed quefiion/ Dot by any far«^ 
fetched xefiiiaaaieDt itawt the fehools of the 
Babbies^ which might have fooner filenced 
than coavidced the mainv — but by a dixec^i ap- 
peal to human iiatmre^ iiD an inflance be i^- 
fates of a man ftblHng amoiigft thieves^ left in 
the greateft diArefs imaginable, till by chance 
a Samaritaoii, au utter ibranger, coming whecei 
he was, by an ad: of great goodnefs: and com-- 
paffiofi, not oialy reUeved bsm at prefent, bat 
took him under his protection, and gcneroufly 
provided for his f utiure Mety. 

On the clofe of which engagkkg account^i — 
our SairiiDur appeals to the man's own, heart,, 
in the firft vetfe of the text,— ^' Which mow 
** cdf tliefe three, thiaakeft than^ was neigh- 
^^ibonr uato hint that fell amcmglL the; 
*^ thieves ?"' — and mSteaid of drawing the in- 
feiencae himielf,. leaves ]ma. to decide m fa^ 
VGUr of fo mofak a principle fo evidently* 
£[U3iided ia DKrcy. — The lawyer,, ftnjick %v4lik 
the truthi and jiyftifce oi the do^ine^ and 
fraakly^ackno-wledging tiie. farce of it, our 
btedfed Saviour concludes the debate with k> 
flfioHt adknomitidny thathe would pradtife what 
he kad appcaved,-!— and go, and imitate that 
fedr example, of univearfad benevolence whicb 
it had fifet before him. 

In. the remaining part of the difcourfe I: 
flmll fc^ow the fame plan; and, therefore,; 
ihall beg leave to enlarge firft upon the ftory 
itfelfy with luch reflections as will arife from^ 
it; and conclude, as our Saviour has doiie{ 

with 
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with the fame exhortation tb kindnefs andt 
humanity which fo naturally falls from it. 

A certain man^ fays our Saviour, went down 
from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell among 
thieves, who (tripped him of his raiment, and 
departed, leaving him half*>dead. — ^There ia 
fomething in our nature which engages us to 
take part in every accident to which man is 
fubjed:, from what caufe foever it may have 
happened ;-— but in fuch calamities as a man 
has fallen into through mere misfortune, to be 
charged upon no fault or indifcretion of him- 
Mi\ there is fomething then fo truly intereft- 
ing, — that, at firft fight, we generally make 
them our own, not altogether from a refle^on 
that they might have been or may be fo, but 
oftener from a certain generofity and tender- 
nefs of nature which difpofes us for compaf- 
fion, abftradled from all confiderations of 
felf : fo that, without any obfervable adit of the 
will, we fuffer with the unfortunate, and feel 
a weight upon our fpirits we know not why, 
on feeing the moll common inftances of their 
diftrefs. But where the fpe6lacle is uncom- 
monly tragical, and compUcated with many 
circumftances of mifery, the mind is then 
taken captive at once, and, were it inclined to 
it, has no power to make refiftance; but fur-. 
renders itfelf to all the tender emotions of 
l^ity and deep concern. So that when one 
confiders the friendly part of our nature with- 
out looking farther, one would think it im- 
polTible for a man to look upon mifery with- 
out 
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Out finding himfelf in fome meafure attached 
to the intereft of him who fuffers it.— I fay, 
one Avould think it impoflible,— for there 
are fome tempers — (how fliall I defcribe 
them ?) — formed either of fuch impenetrable 
matter^ or wrouglit up by habitual fellilhnefs 
to fuch an utter infenfibility of what becomes 
of the fortunes of their fellow*creatures, as if 
they were not partakers of the fame nature, 
or had no lot or connection at all with the 
fpecies* 

Of this character, our Saviour produces two 
difgraccful inftances in the behaviour of a 
Prieft and a Levite, whom in this account he 
reprefents as coming to the place where the 
unhappy man was;— both pafting by without 
either ftretching forth a hand to aflift, or ut- 
tering a word to comfort him in his diftrefs. 

-And by chance there came down a certain 
prieft! — Merciful God! that a teacher of 
thy religion fliould ever want humanity ! — or 
that a man, whofe head might be thought full 
of the one, fliould have a heart void of the 
other ?---This however was the cafe before 
U8!-r-and though in theory one would fcarce 
fufpedl that the leaft pretence to religion, and 
an open difregard to fo main a part of it, 
could ever meet together in one perfon, — yd, 
in faA, it is no fidlitious charadler. 

Look into the world. — How often do you 
behold a fordid wretch, whofe ftrait heart is . 
open to no man's affli(?fcion, taking flielter be- 
hind an appearance of piety, and putting on ; 
the garb of religion, which none but the mer- 

voXi. III. D cifui 
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ciful and compaflTionatc have a title to wear? 
Take notice, with what fan6lity he goes to 
the end of liis days, in the lame felfim track 
in which he at firft fet out, — turninsr neither 
to the right hand nor to the left, — but plods 
on ; — pores all his life-long upon the ground, 
as if afraid to look up, lelt, peradventure, he 
Ihould fee aught which might turn him one ' 
moment out of that ftraioht line where inte- 
fell is carr3^ing him ; — or if, by chance, he 
ftimibles upon a haplefs objctl of diltrefs, 
which threatens fuch a difafter to him, — hke 
the man here repreiented, devout h/ palFmg by 
on the other fide, as if unwilling to truft him- 
felf to the imprelhons of nature, or hazard the 
inconveniences which pity might lead him 
into upon the occafion. 

There is but one Itroke wanting in this pic- 
ture of an unmerciful man, to r^i^der the cha- 
rad^ler utterly odious ; and that *Ulr Saviour 
gives in the following inftance he relates upon 
it. And likewife, fays he, " a Levite, when 
" he was at the place, came and looked at 
" him/' It was not a tranfient overfight, the 
hafty or ill-advifed neglctl of an unconfider- 
ing humour, with which the bell difpofed are 
fometimes overtaken, and led on beyond thfe 
point where otherwife they would have wiflied 
to Hop. — ^^No 1— -on the contrary, it had all the 
aggravation of a deliberate a6t of infenfibility 
proceeding from a hard heart. When he was 
at the place, he came and looked at him, — 
confidered his misfortunes, gave time for rea- 
fon and nature to have awoke, — faw the im- 
minent 
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minent clanger he was in, — and the preffing 
neceffity of immediate help, which fo violent 
a cafe called aloud for ; and after all, — turned 
afide, and unmercifully left him to all thfe 
diftreffes of his condition. 

In all unmerciful actions, tlie worft of men 
pay this compliment at leail to hunianity, as 
to endeavour to wear as much of the appear- 
ance of it as the cafe will well let them; — fo 
tjiat, in the hardeft a6ls a man Ihall be guilty 
of, he has fome motives, true or falfe, always 
ready to offer, either to fatisfy himfelf or the 
world, — ^and, God knows, too often fo impofe 
both upon the one and the other. And there- 
fore it would be no hard matter here to give 
a probable guefs at what paflTed in the Le- 
vite's mind in the prefent cafe, and (liew, was 
it neceflary, by what kind of cafuiftry he 
fettled the matter Avith his confcience as he 
pafTed by, and guarded all the paffages to his 
heart againft the inroads which pity might 
attempt to make upon the occafion, — But it 
is painful to dwell long upon this difagreeablc 
fiayt of. the llory; I therefore haftcn to the 
cfonciqding incident of it, which is fo amiable, 
tliat one cannot eafily be too copious in re- 
fledlions upon it. — And behold, lays our Sa- 
viour, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed, 
came where he was; and when he favv him, he 
had companion on him, — and went to him,— 
bound uphi§ wounds, pouring in oil and wine, 
- — fet him upon his own beall, brought him 
to an inn, and took care of him. — I fuppofe, 
it will be fcarce neceflary here to remind you, 

D 2 that 
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that the Jews had no dealings with the Sa- 
maritans; — an old religious grudge, — theworft 
of all grudges, — had wrought lUch a diflike 
between both people, that they held them- 
felves mutually difcharged not only from all 
offices of fricndlhip and kindnefs, but even 
from the molt conunon a6ts of courtefy and 
good manners. This operated fo ftrongly in 
our Saviour's time, that the woman of Samaria 
fecmedaftonilhed that he, being a Jew,flioul(l 
alk water of her, who was a Samaritan; — fo 
that with fuch a prepofielfion, however dil- 
trefsful the cafe of the unfortunate man was, 
and how reafonably foever he might plead for 
pity from another man, there was little aid or 
confolation to be looked for fjx)m fo unpro- 
mifmg a quarter. ' Alas! after 1 have been 
' twice palled by,neglcd:ed by men of my own 
' nation and religion, bound by fo many ties 
' to aflift me, left here friendlels and unpitied 
' both by a Prieft and a Levite, men whofe 
' profeflion and fuperior advantages of know- 
' ledge could not leave them in the dark in 
' what manner tliey fliould difcharge this debt 
^ M hich my condition claims, — after this, — 
' what hopes? what expectations from a paf- 
' fenger, not only a ilranger, — but a Samari- 
' tan, releafed from all obligations to me, add 
' by a national dillike, inflamed by mutual ill 

* offices, now made my enemy, and more 
^ likely to rejoice at the evils which have fallen 

* upon me, than to flretch forth a hand to fave 

* me from them !' 

Tis 
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Tis no unnatural foliloquy to imagine; but 
the a6lions of generous and compaffionate 
tempers baffle all little reafonings about them. 
— ^True charity, in the Apoftle's defcription, as 
it is kind, and is not eafily provoked, fo it 
manifelted this chara6ier here; for we find, 
when he canie where he was, and beheld his 
diilrefs, — all the unfriendly pallions, which 
at another time might have rofe within him, 
now utterly forfook him and fled: when he 
ikw his misfortunes, — ^he forgot his enmity to- 
words the man, — dropped all the prejudices 
which, education had planted againll him; 
and in the room of them, all that was good 
and coni|>affionate was fuft'ered to fpeak ih' 
his behalf. 

In benevolent natures the impulfe to pity is 
fo fudden,that like inftruments of mufic which 
obey the touch, — the objedls wliich are fitted 
to excite fuch iinprelfions work fo inllaata- 
neous an effecSb, that you would think the will 
was fcarce concerned, and that the mind was 
altogether pafTive in the fympathy which hef 
own goodnefs has excited. The truth is, — 
the Soul is generally in fuch cafes fo bufily 
taken up, and wholly engrofi'ed by the obje(^:fc 
of pity, that fhe does not attend to her own 
operations, or take leifure to examine the 
principles upon which (he a6ls. So that the 
Samaritan, though the moment he faw him he 
had conipaffion on him, yet, fudden as the 
emotion is reprefented, you are not to imagine 
that it was mechanical, but that there was a 
fettled principle of humanity and goodnefs 

D 3 which 
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which operated within him, and influenced not 
only the firft impulfe of kindnefs, but the con- 
tinuation of it throughout the reft of fo en- 
gaging a behaviour. And becaufe it is a plea- 
fure to look into a good mind, and trace out, 
as far as one is able, what pafles within it on 
fuch occafions, I fliall beg leave for a moment 
to Hate an account of what was likely to pafs 
in his, and in what manner fo diftrefsful a cafe 
would neceffarily work upon fuch k dif|>ofition. 
As he approached the place where the un- 
fortunate man lay, the inltant he beheld him, 
no doubt fome fuch train of reflections as 
thefe would rife in his mind: — " Good God! 
' what a fpe(^iacle of mifery do I behold ! — a 
' man ftripped of his raiment, — wounded, — 

* lying languifliingbeforemeupon the ground, 
^ juft ready to expire, — without the comfort 

* of a friend to fupport him in his laft ago- 
' nies, or the profpe6t of a hand to clofe his 

* eyes when his pains are over! But perhaps 
^ my concern fliould leflen when I refled; on 

* the relations in which we ftand to each other, 

* ---that he is a Jew, and I a Samaritan. — ^— 

* But are we not ftill both men ? partakers of 
' the fame nature, — and fubjecS; to the fame 
' evils ? — Let me change conditions with him 

* for a moment, and confider, had his lot be- 

* fallen me as I journeyed in the way, what 
' meafure I fliould have expelled at his hand. 

* — Should I wifli, when he beheld me wound- 
' ed and half-dead, that he fliould fliut up his 

bowels of compaflion from me, and double 
the weight of my miferies by pafling by 

'^ and 
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^ and leaving them unpitied? — But I am a 
*^ llranger to the man ;— be it fo ; — but I am 
" no ftranger to his condition; — misfortunes 
" are of no particular tribe or nation, but 
" belong to us all, — and have a general claim 
" upon us, without diilincftion of climate, 
" country, or religion. Belides, though I am 
*' a ftranger, — 'tis no fault of his that I do 
" not know him, and therefore unequitable 
" he fliould fufter by it: — Had I known him, 
" polTibly I fliould have had caufc to love and 
pity him the more; — for aught I know, he 
IS fome one of uncommon merit, whofe lifa 
" is rendered ftill more preciou.s*, as the lives 
and happinefs of others may be involved in 
it: perhaps at this inftaiit that he lies here 
" foriaken in all this mifery, a whole virtuous 
" family is joyfully looking for his return, and 
" afFecftionately counting the hours of his de- 
" lay ! Oh ! did they know what evil had be- 
'' fallen him, — how would they fly to fuccour 
*Vhim! — I^et me then haften to fupply tliofe 
♦* tender offices of binding up his wounds, and 
" carrying him to a place of fafety ; — or, if 
" that ^fliftance comes too late, I ihall com- 
" fort him at leaft in his lafl; hour; — and, if I 
'" cant do nothing elfe, — I fliall foften*his mif- 
" fortunes by dropping a tear of pity over 
" them/' 

Tis almofl: neceflary to imagine the goodSa- 

i maritan was intluenccd by (bmc fuch tliouahts 

us thefe, from the uncommon generofity of his 

behaviour, which is repVcfented by our Saviour 

operating like the warm zeal of a brother, 

d4 mixed 
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mixed with the afFedlionate difcretion and 
care of a parent, who was not fatisfied with 
taking him under his protection, and fupply- 
ing his prefcnt wants, but in looking forwards 
for him, and taking care that his wants fliould 
be fuppHed when he fhouid be gone, and no 
longer near to befriend him. 

I think there needs no ftronger argument 
to prove how univcrfally and deeply the feeds 
of this virtue of compaiiion are planted in the 
heart of man, than in the pleafure we take in 
fuch reprefentations of it : and though fome 
men have rcprefcnted human nature in other 
colours (though to what end I know not), yet 
the matter of fad: is fo flrong againft him, that 
from the general propenfity to pity the unfor-t 
tunate, we exprels that fenfation by the word 
Humanity, as if it was infeparable from our 
nature. That it is not infeparable, I have 
allowed in the former part of this difcourfe, 
from fome reproachful inftances of felfilh 
tempers, which feem to take part in nothing 
beyond themfelves; yet I am perfuaded, and 
affirm 'tis ftill fo great and noble a part of our 
nature, that a man muft do great viollfence to 
himfelf, and fuffer many a painful conflidl, 
before f)e has brought himfelf to a difterent 
difpofition, "^ 

'Tis obfervable in the foregoing account^ 
that when the Prieft came to the place where 
he was, he paffed by on the other fide; — he 
might have paffed by, you'll fay, without turn- 
ing afide. — No; there is a fecret (hame which 
attends every a6t of inhumanity, not to be 

conquered 
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conquered in the hardeft natures , fo that as 
in other cafes, fo efpecially in this, many a 
man will do a cruel a6l, who at the iauie time 
will blufli to look you in the face, and is forced 
to turn afide before he can liave a heart to 
execute his purpofe. 

Inconfdlent creature that man is] who at 
that inftant that he does what is wrong, is not 
able to withhold his teitimony to what is good 
and praifeworthy ! 

I have now done with the parable, which 
was the firft part propofed to be confidered in 
this difcourfe ; and Ihould proceed to the fe- 
eond, which lb naturally falls from it, of ex- 
horting 3^ou, as our Saviour did the lawyer 
upon it, to go and do fo likewife; but I have 
been fo copious in my reflexions upon the 
ftory itfelf^ that I find I have infenlibly in- 
corpoiated into them almoit all that I fliould 
have laid here in recommending fo amiable 
an example ; by which means'" I have un- 
awares anticipated the talk I propofed. I 
Ihall therefofe detain you no longer than with 
a fingle remark upon the fubjett in general, 
which is this:~"J'is obiervable in many places 
of fcripture, that our blciied Saviour, in de-r 
fcribing the day of judgment, does it in fucli 
a manner, as if the great enquiry then, was 
to relate princij)ally to this one virtue of com- 
paffion, — and as if our final ibntence at that 
folemnity Avas to be pronounced exactly ac- 
cording; to the decrees of it. " I was a hun- 
" gered, and ye gave me meat; — thirlty, and 
■' y^ gave ipe drink; — naked, and ye clothed 

^* me; 
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" me ; — I ^vas fick, and ye vifited me ; — in 
" prifon, and ye came unto mc/' Not that 
we are to imagine from thence, as if any other 
good or evil action fliould then be overlooked 
by the eye of the AU-fecing Judi^e, but barely 
to intimate to us, that a charitable and bene- 
volent difj>ofition is fo principal and ruling 
a part of a man's character, as to be a con- 
fiderable teft by itfelf of the whole frame and 
temper of his mind, with which all other vir- 
tues and vices refpe^ively rife and fall, and 
will almoft necefikrily be cooiaecJted. — Tell 
me therefore of a compalj^nftte man, you 
reprefcnt to me a man of a thoufand other 
good qualities; — on whom I caa depend, — 
whom I, may fafely truft with jny wife, — my 
children, — my fortune ai^re^utatBon. — 'Tis 
for this, as the Apollle l^f^es irom^ the fame 
principle, — " that he will not^sQomimit adul- 
" tery,-^that he will not kiU,-r-that he will 
**• not fteal,— Hihat he will not bear falfe wit- 
*' nefs.** That isy ,1^e foiTows which are ftir- 
red up in men^*'1Sw!la.by fuch trefpafles, are 
fo tenderly felt by a companionate man, that 
it is not in his power or his nature to com- 
mit them. 

So that well might he conclude, that Cha- 
rity, by which he means love to your neigh- 
bour, was the end of the commandment; and 
that w hofoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the law. 

Now to God, &c. Amen. 
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SELF KNOWLEDGE. 
2 Samuel, xii. f. 




And David's anger was grratiy kindlfci agiiinst the man : 
and ht said to Xathdn, As the Loud liveth, the man that hath 
done this tiling, sl:all surely die, &c. 
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SELF -KNOWLEDGE. 

2 SAM. xn. 7* 

And Nathan faid unto David, Thou art the man. 

1 HERE is no hiftorical paffage in fcrip- 
turc which gives a more remarkable inftance 
of the deceitfulnefs of the heart of man to it- 
felf, and of how little we truly know of our- 
felves, than this, wherein David is convifted 
out of his own mouth, and is Jed by the pro- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a fevere judg- 
ment upon another, for an a6l of injullice^ 
which he had paffed over in himfelf, and pof- 
fibly reconciled to his own confcience. To 
know one's felf, one Avould think could be no 
very difficult leffon; — for who, you'll fay, cau 
well be truly ignorant of himfelf, and the true 
difpofition of his own heart ? If a man thinks 
at all, he cannot be a ftrangcr to what pafles 
there ; — he nmft be confcious of his own 
thoughts and defires, he mult remember his 
pall purfuits, and the true fprings and motives 
which in general have direcSled the a6lions of 
his life : he may hang out falfe colours and 
deceive the world ; but how can a man deceive 
himfelf? That a man can, is evident, becaufe 
Lhe daily does fo. — Scripture tells m^ and gives 
us many hiftorical j^tOQ^jffjji^jf^^g^^ 
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which the text refers : — " That the heart of 
" man is treacherous to itfelf, and deceitful 
" above all things;'' and experience and every 
hour s commerce with the world confirms the 
truth of this feeming paradox, " That though 
man is the only creature endowed with re- 
flection, and confequently qualified to know 
the mofl: of himfelf ; — ^yet, fo it happens, 
that he generally knows the lead; — and 
with all the po^yer which God has given 
** him of turning his eyes inward upon him* 
felf, and taking notice of the chain of his 
own thoughts and defires, — ^yet, in fadl, is 
generally fo inattentive, but always fo par- 
tial an obferver of what palfes, that he is as 
much, nay often a much greater ftranger to 
his own difpofition and true chara6ler, than 
•* all the world befides \*' 

By what means he is brought under fo 
manifeft a delufion, and how he fuffers him-* 
felf to be fo grofsly impofed upon in a point 
which he is capable of knowing fo much 
better than others, is not hard to give an 
account of, nor need we feek farther for it 
than ambngft the caufes Avhich are every day 
perverting his reaibn and mifleading him. 
We are deceived in judging of ourfelves, juft 
as we are in judging of other tilings, when 
our paffions and inclinations are called in as 
counfellors, and we fuffer ourfelves to fee and 
reafon juft fo far and no farther than they give 
us leave. How hard do we find it to pals an 
equitable and found judgment in a matter 
where our ititereft is dee])ly concerned ! — -and 

even 
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even where there is the remoteft cdnfideration 
of SELF conne6led with the point before us, 
what a ftrange bias does it hang upon our 
minds, and how difficult it is to difengag^ 
our judgments entirely from it! With what 
i^eluclance are we brought to think evil of a 
fi-iend whom-^ve have long loved and eiteenv- 
ed! and though there happens to be ftrpng 
appearances againft him, how apt are we to^ 
overlook or put favourable conftrudlions.upon 
them, and even fometimes, when our zeal and 
friendfliip tranfport us, to affign the bell and 
kindeft motives for the worft and moft un- 
juftifiable parts of his condudl! 

We are ftill worfe cafuifts ; and the deceit 
is proportionably ftronger with a man, when 
he is going to judge of himfelf, — that deareft 
of all parties, — fo clofely connected with him, 
— fo much and fo long beloved, — of whom 
he has fo early conceived the higheft opinion 
and efteem, and with whofe merit he has all 
along, no doubt, found fo much reafon to be 
^ontent^d. It is not an eafy matter to be fe- 
vere, where there is fuch an impulfe to be 
kind, — or to efface at once all the tender im- 
preffions in favour of fo old a friend, which 
difabled us from thinking of him as he is, and 
feeing him in the light, may be, in which every 
one elfe fees him. 

So that, however eafy this knowledge of 
one's felf may appear at fiift fight, it is other- 
wife when we come to examine ; fuice not 
only in pradlice, but even in fpeculation and 
theory, Aye find it one of the hardeft and moft 

: painful 
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painful leffons. Some of the earlieft inftruc- 
tors of mankind, no doubt, found it fo too; 
and for that reafon foon faw the neceffity of 
laying fuch a ftrefs upon this great precept of 
lelf-knowledge, which, for its excellent wif*- 
dom and ufefulnefs, many of them fuppofed 
to be a divine direction ; that it came down 
frpm Heaven, and comprehended the whole 
circle both of the knowledge and the duty of 
man* And indeed their zeal might eafily be 
allowed in fo high an encomium upon the at- 
tainment of a virtue, the want of which fo 
often baffled their inftrudtions, and rendered 
their endeavours of reforming the heart vain 
and ufelefs. For who could think of a refor- 
mation of the faults without him, who knew 
not where they lay, or could fet about cor- 
recting, till he had firft come to a fenfe of the 
defeats which required it? 

But this was a point always much eafier re- 
commended by public inftru6tors than iliewn 
how to be put in practice : and therefore others, 
who equally fought the reformation of man-- 
kind, obferving that this direct road which led 
to it was guarded on all fides by felf-love, and 
confequently very difficult to open accefs,foon 
found out that a different and more artful 
courfe was requifite ; as they had not ftrength 
to remove this flattering paffion which ftood 
in their way and blocked up all the paflages 
to the heart, they endeavoured by ftratagem 
to get beyond it, and by a Ikilfnl add rets, if 
poiiible, to deceive it. This gave rife to the 
early manner of conveying their inftrudtions 

1 in 
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in parables, fables, and fuch fort of indiredb 
applications; which, thous;h they could not 
conquer this principle of iclf-love, yet often 
laid it afleep, or at leaft over-reached it for a 
few moments, till a juft judgment could be 
procured. 

The prophet Nathan feems to have been a 
great mafter in this way of addrefs. David 
had greatly difpleafed God by two* grievous 
fins Avhich he had committed; and the pro- 
phet's conuniffion was to go and bring him 
to a conviction of them, and touch his heart 
with a fenfe of guilt lor what he had done 
againft the honour and life of Uriah. 

The holy man kncAV, that was it any one^s 
cafe but David's own, no man would have 
been fo quick-lighted in difcerning the nature 
of the injury, — more ready to have redrelfed 
it, — or who would have felt more compalfion 
for the party who had fuft'ered it, than he 
himfelf- 

Inftead therefore of declaring the real in- 
tention of his errand, by a diredl accufation 
and reproof for the crimes he had committed, 
he comes to him with fictitious complaint of 
a cruel a6i of injuftice done by another, and 
accofdingly he frames a cafe, not fo parallel to 
to David's as he fuppofed would awaken his 
fufpicion, and prevent a patient and candid 
hearing; and yet not fo void of refemblance 
in the main circumftances, as to fail of Unk- 
ing him when fliewn in a proper light. 

And Nathan came and faid unto him, 
^ There were two men in one city, the one 

'' rich 
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rich and the other poor; — the rich ni^n 
*' had exceeding many flocks and herds; but 
" the poor man had notliing favc one Uttle 
^* ewe^lanib which he had bouglit and nou-^ 
" riflied np;~r-and it grew up together with 
" him and with his cliildren; — it did cat of 
" his own meat and drink of liis own cup, 
" and lay in his bofom, and was vmto him as 
"a daughter: — and there camera traveller 
" unto the rich man, and he fpared to take 
" of his own flock and of his own herd to 
" drefs for the wa^^faring man that was come 
*^ unto him, but took the poor man's lamb 
" and d relied it for the man that was come 
" unto him/^ 

The cafe was drawn up with great judge 
ment and beauty; — the feveral minute cir;^ 
cumltances which heightened the injury, truly 
aftedling, — and fo ftrongly urged, that it would 
have been impoflible for any man with a pr^ 
vibus fenfe of guilt upon his mind, to have de- 
fended himfelf from fome degree of remprfe, 
which it niuft naturally have excited. 

I'he ftory, though it fpoke only of the in- 
juftice and oppreflive ad; of another man,-^ 
yet it pointed to what he had lately done him- 
felf, with all the circumltances of its aggrava- 
tion;- — and withal, the whole was fo tenderly 
addrefled to the heart andpalfionsyas to kindle 
at once the utmoft horror and indignation. 
And fb it did; — but not againft the pioper 
perfon. In his tranfport he forgot himfelf; 
— Jhiis anger greatly kindled againft the man ; 
—-and he faid unto Nathan, " As the Lord 

"liveth. 
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** livetht the man that hath done this thing 
fliall furely die, and he Ihall reftore the 
Iamb fourfold, becaufe he did this thing, 
" and becaufe he had no pity/' 

It can fcarce be doubted here, but that 
David's anger was real, and that he was, 
what he appeared to be, greatly provoked 
and exafperated againft the offender; and, 
indeed, his fentence againft him proves he 
was fo, above meafure. For to punifli the 
man with death, and oblige him to reftore 
fourfold befides, was highly unequitable, 
and not only difproportioned to the offence, 
but far above the utmoft rigour and 
feverity of the law, which allowed a much 
fofter atonement; requiring, in fuch a cafe, 
no more than an ample reftitution and re- 
compenfe in kind. The judgment, however, 
feems to have been truly fmcere and well- 
meant, and befpoke rather the honeft rafh- 
nefs of an unfufpicious judge, than the cool 
determination of a confcious and guilty man, 
who knew he was going to pafs fentence 
upon himfelf. 

I take notice of this particular, becaufe it 
places this inftance of felf-deceit, which is 
the fubjedfc of the difcourfe, in the ftrongeft 
light, and fully demonftrates the truth of a 
fad; in this great man, which happens every 
day among ourfelves, namely, that a man 
may be guilty of very bad and difhoneft ac- 
tions, and yet refled; fo little, or fo partially, 
upon what he has done, as to keep his con- 
fcience free, not only from guilt, but even 
VOL. in. E the 
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tjie remoteil fiifpicions, that he is the inari 
which m tryth \\e is, and what the tenor and 
eyidencte of his Hfe demonftratc. If we look 
into the world, — David's is.no uncommon 
eafe ; — we fee fome one or other perpetually 
copyinsj this bad original, fitting in judgment 
upon himfelf, — hearing his owq caule, and 
not knowing what he is doing ; hafty in paff- 
ing fentence, and even executing it too with 
wrath upon the perfon of another, m hen, in 
the langHiage of the prophet, one might fay 
to him with jultice, — '^ Thoii art the man/' 

• Of the many revengeful, covetous, falfe, and 
ill-natured porlons which we complain of in 
the workJ, though we all join in the cry 
againft them, Avhat man amongft us Angles 
out himfelf as a criminal, or ever once takes 
it into his head that he adds to the number ? 
=^^>r where is there a man fo bad, who would 
not think it the hardell and moll unfair ini- 
putation, to have any of tliofe particvilar 
vices laid to his charge ? 

• If he has the fvmptoms ever fo ftrong upon 
him, which he would pronounce infallible m 
ianothe?, they are indications of no fuch ma- 
lady in himfelf. — He ftes, what no one elfe 
fees, (bme fecret and flattering circunsftances 
iii his favour, whicli no doubt make a wid<? 
fiifferenee betwixt his cafe and the party's 
t^bieh'he condemns. 

" ^ What other man fpcaks fo ofiten and vehe- 
montly againft the vice of pride, fets the 
weaknefs of it in a more odious light, or is 
more hurt with it in another, than the proud 
- •' man 
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man hinjfelf ?, li is tlie fame with the pnf- 
fi^natc, the defigning, the ambitious, au4 
' fome other common cliarafters in hfe ; and 
being a confequence of the nature of fuch 
vices, ^nd almoft infeparable from theni^ the 
effects of it are generally fo grofs and abfurd, 
that where pity does not forbid, it is plea^^- 
fant to pbfervG and trace the cheat through 
the feveral turnings and windings of the hearty 
ftnd deted: it through all the ihapes and ap^ 
pe^rances which it puts on. 

Next to thefe inftances of felf-deceit and 
utter ignorance of our true difpofition and 
chftradler, which appear in not feeing that in 
purfejivo^ which Ihocks us in another man, 
tb^re is another fpecies ftill more dangerous 
and deluftve, and M^hich the more guarded 
perpetually fall into from the judmients 
they n^ake of different vices, according to 
their age and complexion, and the various 
ebbs and flows of their paflfions and defires. 

To Qopceive this, let any man look into 
hw own heart, and obferve in how different 
^ dpgr^e iof deteftation, numbers of actions 
.%iid there, though equally bad and vicious 
jin t^^niCplTes ; He will foon find that fuch of 
them ^s ftrong inclination or cuftom has 
proniptied him to commit, are generally dref- 
ied out, ^nd painted with all tlie falie beau- 
li^B whi-ch a foft and flattering hand can give- 
them ; and that the others, to which he fieels 
no propenfity, appear at once naked and 
ydefortned, fun'ounded with all the true cir- 
Cumftaiices of their folly and diflxonour. 

K 2 When 
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AVhen David furprifed Saul fleeping in the 
cave, and cut off the fkirt of his robe, we 
read, his heart fmote him for what he had 
done : — ftrai)ge, it fmote him not in this 
matter of Uriah, where it had fo much 
ilronger reafon to take the alarm ! — ^A whole 
year had almoft palfed from the firft com- 
miffion of this injuftice, to the time the. pro- 
phet was ftmt to reprove him ; and we read 
not once of any remorfe or compunction of 
heart for what he had done : and it is not to 
be doubted, had the fame prophet met him 
when he was returning up out of the cave, — ^^• 
and told him, that, fcrupulous and confcien- 
tious as he then feemed and thought himfelf 
to be, he was deceiving himfelf, and was ca- 
pable of committing the fouleft and moft 
dilhonourable adlions ; — that he fliould one 
day murder a faithful and a valiant fervant, 
whom he ought in juftice to have loved and 
honoured ; — that he fliould without pity firft 
wound him in the tendereft part, by taking 
away his dearelt poffeffion, — and then un- 
mercifully and treacheroufly rob him of his 
life : — had Nathan in a prophetic fpirit fore- 
told to David that he was capable of this, 
and that he fliould one day adluafly do it, 
and from no other motive but the momen- 
tary gratification of a bafe and unworthy 
paliion, he would have received the predic- 
tion with horror, and faid poffibly with 
Hazael upon juft fuch another occaiion, aind 
with the fame ignorance of himfelf, — ♦* What! 
^^ is thy fervant a dog that he ihouM do thk^ 
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** great thing ?" And yet in all likelihood, at 
that very time there wanted nothing but the 
lame degree of temptation, and the fame 
opportunity to induce him to the fin which 
afterwards overcame him. 

Thus the cafe ilands with us ftill. When 
the paflions are warmed, and the fin which 
prefents itfelf exactly tallies to the dcfire, 
obferve how impetuoufly a man will rufti 
into it, and adl againft all principles of ho* 
nour, juftice, and mercy ! — Talk to him the 
moment after upon the nature of another 
vice to which he is not addicted, and front 
which perhaj36 his age, his temper, or rank in 
life fecure him ; take notice, how well he 
reafons, — with what equity he determines,— 
w^hat an honeft indignation and fliarpnefs he 
expreffes againft it, and hovr infenfibly his 
anger kindles againft the man who hath 
done this thing ! 

Thus we are nice in grains and fcraples, — 
but knaves in matters of a pound Aveight ; 
every day ftraining at gnats, yet fwallowing 
camels ; — miferably cheating ourfelves, and 
torturing our reafon to bring us in fuch a re- 
port of the fin as fuits the prefent appetite 
and inclination. 

Moft of us are aware of and pretend to de- 
teft the barefaced inftances of that hypo- 
crify by which men deceive others; but few 
of us are upon oiir guard, or fee that more 
fatal hypocrify by which we deceive and 
over-reach our own hearts I It is a flatter- 
iog imd daiigoniiwiKft^ un- 

l^iii V :.;^i:^u,iJijS done 
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done thoufands ; •*— we bring the feeds of it 
along witli us into the world, — they infeix- 
iibly grow up.Avith us from our childhood, — 
tliey lie long concealed and undiiturbed, 
and have generally got fuch deep root in 
our natures by the time we are come to years 
of underftanding and reflection, that it re- 
quires all we have got to defend ourfelves 
from their effed:s. 

To make the cafe flill worfe on our fides, 
^tis with this as with every grievous diftem- 
per ot the body, — -the remedies are dan- 
gerous and doubtful, in proportion to our 
miliiikes and ignorance of the caufe : for in 
the initances of felf-dcceit, though the head 
is fick, and the whole heart faint, the patient 
ieldom knows what he ails. Of all the things 
we know and learn, this neceffary knowledge 
comes to us the laft. 

Upon what principle it happens thus, I 
have endeavoured to lay open in the firfl 
part of this difcourfe; which I conclude with 
a ferious exhortation to ftiuggle againft them ; 
which we can only ho|>e to do, by converfing 
more and oftener with ourfelves, than the 
buiinefs and diverfions of the world geBe-» 
rally give us leave. 

We have a chain of thoughts, defiresv en- 
gagements, and idlenefles, which perpettiall}!^ 
return upon us in their proper time and ordfer) 
— let us, I befeeeh you, aiiign and feta|iaM 
feme fmall portion of the day fbir thift purjmei 
—of retiring into ourfelves, and feardbng in* 
to the dark ^orr^ers and £eGtti&& 9(f:)th^ 
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and taking notice of what is pa (Ting there. If 
a man can bring hiinfelf to do this tafk with a 
curious and impartial eye, he will quickly find 
the fruits of it will more than recompenfe his 
time anU labour. lie will fee feveral irregu- 
larities and unfufpedled paffions within him 
which he never was aware of: — he will dif- 
cover in his progrefs many fecret turnings 
and windings in his heart to which he was a 
ftranger, which now gradually open and dif- 
jclofe themfelves to him upon a nearer view. 
In thefe labyrinths he will tmce out fuch hid- 
den fprings and motives for many of his moft 
applauded actions, as will make him rather 
fony and afliamed of himfelf, than proud. 

In a word, he will underftand his errors, and 
then fee the neceffity, with David, of implor- 
ing God to cleanfe him from his fecret faults, 
—and with fome hope and confidence to fay, 
with this great man after his convidlion, — 
*' Try me^ O God, and feek the ground of 
** my heart; — prove me, and examine my 
^' thoughts ; look well if there be any way of 
** wickednefs in me, — and lead me in the 
^ way everlafting."" 

J^ow to God the Father, Sec. Sec. 
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THE CASE OF ELIJAH AND TIIK WIDOW 
Of ZAUEPHATH CONSIDERED. 



A' CHARITY SERMON, 



TO 

THE VERY REVEREND 

RICHARD OSBALDISTON, D.D. 

DEAN OV YORK. 

Sir, 

I HAVE taken the liberty to in» 
fcribe this Difcourfe to you, in teftimony of the great 
refpeft which I owe to your character in general j 
and from a fenfe of what is due to it in particular, 
from every member of the Church of Tork. 

I wifti I had as good a reafon for doing that, which 
has given me the opportunity of making fo public and 
juil an acknowledgement ; being afraid there can be 
little left to be faid upon the fubjeft of Charity^ which 
has not been often thought; aftd much better expref- 
fed by many who have gone before : and, indeed, it 
feems fo beaten and common a path, that it is not an 
eafy matter for a new-comer to diftinguifli himfelf in 
it, by any thing except the novelty of his vehicle* 

I beg, however, Sir, your kind acceptance of it, and 
of the motives which have induced me to addrefs it to 
you ; one of which 1 cannot conceal in juftice to my^^ 
felf, becaufe it has proceeded from the fenfe of many 
favours and civilities which I have received from you. 
I am. 

Reverend Sir, 

your moft obliged, 

and faithful humble Servant, 

LAURENCE STERNE. 
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THE Cask of Elijah and the widow 

OF ZAREPUATH CONSIDERED, 



I KIMGS xyii. l6« 

And tkc barrel of meal wafted not, neither did the crufe of oil falU 
according to the word of the Lord which he fpake hj the pro* 
phet Elijah. 

1 HE words of the text are the record of a 
miracle wrought in behalf of the widw\r of 
Zarephath, who had charitably taken Elijah 
under her roof, and adminiftered unto him in 
a time of great fcarcity and diftrels. lliere 
is fomething very iuterefting and affe6tionatc 
in the manner this ftory is related in holy 
writ ; and, as it concludes with a fecond ftill 
more remarkable proof of Gods favour to the 
fanie perfon, in the reftoration of her dead 
ion to life, one cannot but coniider both mi- 
racles as rcAvaitls of that a6t of piety, wrought 
by Infinite Power, and left upon recoixl in 
fcripture, not merely as teftimonies of the 
prophet's divine million, but like wife as two 
encouraging inftances of God Almighty^s 
bleffing upon works of charity and benevo- 
lence. 

In this view I have made choice of this 
piece of facred hiftory, which 1 Ihall beg 
leave to make ufe of as the ground- w(jrk fc4* 
an exhortation to charity in general : and, that 
it may better anfwer the particular piu'pofe 

of 
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No doubt, file had long fenced againft 
this tragical event with all the thrifty manage- 
ment which felf-prefervation and parental 
love could infpire; full, no doubt, of cares 
and many tender apprehenfions, left the flen- 
der ftock fliould fail them before the return 
of plenty. 

But as flie was a widow, having loft the 
only faithful friend who would beft have at- 
fifted her in this virtuous llruggle, the pre- 
ient neceflity of the times at length over- 
cam^ her, and Ihe was juft falling down an 
€afy prey to it, when Elijah came to the 
place where ihe was. — " And he called un- 
** to her, and faid. Fetch me, I pray thee, a 
** little water in a vcffel, that I may drink. 
^■* And, as file was going to fetch it, he called 
^* unto her, and faid. Bring me I pray thee, 
**a morfel of bread in thine hand. And fhe 
♦^ faid, as the Lord thy God liveth, I have 
*♦ rtot a cake, but a handful of meal in a bar- 
^^'rel, and a little oil in a crufe : and behold, 
** I am gathering two fticks, that I may go 
^* ill and drefs it for me and my fon, that we 
f* may eat and die. And Elijah faid unto 
^ her, Fear not, but go, and do as thou haft 
^ faid ; but make me thereof a little cake 
•* firft, and bring it unto me ; and after make 
'^^ for thee and for thy fon. For thus faith the 
<* Lord God of Ifrael, The barrel of meal 
^* (hall not wafte, neither fhall the crufe of 
.** oil fail, until the day that the Lord fendeth 
>* rain upon the earth. '^ 
' Tnie charity is always unwilling to find 
^xcufeg,— ^Ifb^ here wa§ a fair opportunity 
• . • of 
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of this folemnity, I will endeavour to enlarge 
upon it with fuchrefle<ftions as, 1 trull in God, 
will excite fome fentiments of compaffion, 
which may be profitable to io pious a defign. 
Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils; the 
approach of a famine, and the perfecution of 
Ahab — an enraged enemy : and, in obedience 
to the command of God, had hid himfelf in 
the brook Cherith that is before Jordan. In 
this fafe and peaceful folitude, blefled with 
dailyniarks of God's providence, the hol^^man 
dwelt, free both from the cares and glories of 
the world : by miraculous impulfe, " the ra- 
vens brought him bread and flefliiu the mom-i 
ing, and bread and ficlh in the evening ; and 
he drank of the biook;'' till by continuance of 
drought (the windows of Heaven being fliut 
up in thofe days for three years and fix 
months, which was the natural caufe likewife 
of the famine) it came to pafs, after a while, 
that the brook, the great fountain of his fup- 
port, dried up ; and he is again dire6ied, by 
the word of the Lord, where to betake him^ 
felf for flielter. He is commanded to arife and 
ga to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, 
with an alihrance that he had difpofed the 
heart of a widow- worn an there to fuflain him. 
The prophet follows the call of his God ; 
the fame hand which brought him to the 
gate of the city, had led alfo the poor widow 
out of her doors, oppreffed with forrow. She 
had come forth upon a melancholy eiTand, 
to make preparation to eat her laft meal, and 

fliare it with her child 

No 
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No doubt, file had long fenced againft 
this tragical event with all the thrifty manage- 
ment which felf-prefervation and parental 
love could infpire; full, no doubt, of cares 
and many tender apprehenfions, left the flen- 
der ftock fliould fail them before the return 
of plenty. 

But as flie was a widow, having loft the 
only faithful friend who would beft have at- 
fifted her in this virtuous ttruggle, the pre- 
fent necelfity of the times at length over- 
cam^ her, and llie was juft falling down an 
eafy prey to it, when Erlijah came to the 
place where Ihe was. — " And he called un- 
" to her, and faid, Fetch me, I pray thee, a 
" little water in a vcffel, that I may drink. 
^* And, as Ihe was going to fetch it, he called 
^* unto her, and faid. Bring me I pray thee, 
^' a morfel of bread in thine hand. And fhe 
" faid, as the Lord thy God liveth, I have 
" not a cake, but a handful of meal in a bar- 
^*'rel, and a little oil in a crufe : and behold, 
** I am gathering two flicks, that I may go 
" in and drefs it for me and my fon, that we 
" may eat aud die. And Elijah faid unto 
** her, Fear not, but go, and do as thou haft 
^* faid ; but make me thereof a little cake 
" firft, and bring it unto me ; and after make 
^ for thee and for thy fon. For thus faith the 
" Lord God of Ifrael, The ban-el of meal 
^* (hall not wafte, neither Ihall the crufe of 
" oil fail, until the day that the Lord fendeth 
^* rain upon the earth.'' 

Tnie charity is always unwilling to find 
t5xcufe8r--eMe' here wa§ a fair o|>portunity 

of 
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of pleading many: fli€ might have infixed 
over again upon her fituation, which necef- 
farily tied np her hands; — Ihe might have 
urged the unreafonablenefs of the requeft; 
— that (he was reduced to the loweft extre- 
mity aheadjs and that it was contrary to 
juftice and the firft law of nature, to rob 
herfelf and child of their laft morfel, and 
give it to a ftranger. 

But, in generous fpirits, compafjion is 
Ibmetimes more than a balance for felf-pre-^ 
fervation; for, as God certainly intcrwovo 
that friendly foftnefs in our nature to be a 
check upon too great a propenfity towards 
felf-love, — fo it Teemed to operate here-'— 
For it is obferA'^able, that, though th^ pro^ 
phet backed his Yequeil with the promife of 
an immediate recompcnfe in multiplying 
her ftock, — ^yet it is not evident fli^ wasf 
influenced at all by that temptgttion ; for, if 
flie had, doubtlefs it muft have wrt>ught f\ich 
a mixture of felf-intereft into, the motive 
of her compliance, as muft gf^tly h$ve 
allayed the merit of the a<9:ion. J3ut this^ I 
fay, does not appear, but rather the contrary^ 
from the refle<Stion ihe makes uppn thQ wji^ole^ 
in the laft vcrfe of the chapter : *^ Now, by 
" this I know that thqu ^rt a roai> 9f God, 
" and that the word of the I-ord io thy 
^ mouth is truth/' 

Befidcs, ?Ks (he was an inhabitant of Zare- 
phath (or, as it is called by St. Luk^, Sar^pta, 
fubje6l to Zidon, the metyQpoli$ of Phoenicia, 

wit][iont thp bounds of God's people) (Jie had 
\ffm ^w^ up ux sr^ ^«ekQ^ aad i^Qla* 

try> 
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fary, in utter ignorance of the Lord God of 
Ifrael: or, if flie had heard of his name, 
which is all* that feems probable, flie had 
been taught to difbelLeve the mighty won- 
ders of his hand, and was Hill lefs likely to 
believe hi^f prophet. 

Moreover, flie might argue, If this man, 
by fome fecret myftery of his own, or through 
tl^e power of his God, is able to procure fo 
preternatural a fupply for me, whence comes 
it to pafs that he now ftands in want himfeli^ 
opprefTed both with hunger and thirft ? 
• It appears, therefore, that flie muft have 
been wrought upon by an unmixed principle 
of humanity. — She looked upon him as a fel- 
low-partner, almoft in the fame affliftioii 
with herfelf ; — flie confidered he had come 
a weary pilgrimage, in a fultry climate, 
through an exhaufted country, where neither 
bread nor water were to be had but by a6ls 
of liberality ; — that he had come too an un- 
known traveller ; and, as a hard heart never 
wants a pretence, that this circumftance, 
which fliould rather have befriended, might 
kave helped to opprefs him, — She confidered, 
for charity is ever fruitful in kind reafons, 
that he was now far from his own countrv, 
and had ftrayed out of the reach of the ten^ 
der offices of forae one who affedlionately 
mourned his abfence ; — her heart was 
touched with pity ; —flie turned in filence, 
and ^^ w^nt and did according as he had 
^ faid. And behold, both flie, and he, and 
** her houfe, did eat many davs ;" or, as iia 
: 1 " the 
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the margin, one whole year. " And the 
** ban^el of meal walled not, neitlier did the 
" crufe of oil fail, until the day that God fent 
" rain upon the earth/^ 

Though it may not fcem neceflary to raile 
conjectures here upon this event, yet it is 
natmal to fuppofe, the ganger of the famine 
being thus unexpectedly got over, that the 
mother began to look hopefully forwards up- 
on the relt of her days. There were many 
widows in Ifrael at that time. When the 
Heavens were fhut up for three years and fix 
months, yet, as St. Luke obfcrves, "to none 
" of them was the prophet fent, fave to the 
" widow of Sarepta/' In all likelihood, flie 
would not be the lall in making the fame ob- 
fervation, and drawing from it fome flatter- 
ing conclufion in favour of her fon. — Many 
a parent would build high upon a worfe 
foundation. — * Since the God of Ifrael has 

* thus fent his own meffenger to us in our 

* diftrefs, to pafs by fo many houfes of his 

* own people, and Itop at mine, to fave it iu 

* fo miiaculous a maimer from deftruCiion^ 

* doubtlefs, this is but an earneft of his future 

* kind intentions to us : at leaft his goodneft 

* has decreed to comfort my old age by the 
^ lung life and health of my fon : — but, per- 

* haps, he has fomething greater ftill in ftore 

* for him ; and I fliall live to fee the fame 
^ hand hereafter crown his head with glory 

* and honour.^ We may naturally fuppofe 
her innocently carried away with liich 
thoughts, when (he is called back by an un* 

expcd;ed 
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^xpecfted diftemper; which furprifes her fon, 
and in one moment, brings down all her 
hopes ; — " for his iicknefs was fo fore, that 

^' there was no breath left in him/' 

The expoftulations of immoderate grief 
^re feldom juft. — For, though Klijah had al- 
ready pfeferved her fon, as well as herfelf, 
from imrilediate death, and was the laft 
caufe to be fufpedled of fo fad an accident, 
yet the paffionate mother, in the firft tranf- 
port, challenges him as the author of her mis- 
fortune ; — as if he had brought down forrow 
upon a houfe which had fo hofpitably fliel- 
tered him. The prophet was too full of com- 
paffion to make reply to fo unkind an accuf- 
ation. He takes the dead child " out of 
" his mother s bofom, and laid him upon his 
" own bed ; and he cried unto the Lord, and 
" faid, O Lord my God, haft thou brought 
** evil upon the widow with whom I fojourn, 
" by flaying her fon ?" — * Is this the reward 

* of all her charity and goodnefs ? Thou haft 

* before this robbed her of the dear partner 

* of all her joys and all her cares ; and now 

* that flie is a widow, and has moft reafon 
' to exped; thy prote6lion, behold thou haft 

* withdrawn her laft prop ; thou haft taken 

* away her child, the only ftay fhe had to 

* reft on/ — " And Elijah cried unto God, 
" and faid, O Lord my God, I pray thee let 
*' this child's foul come into him again/' 

The prayer was urgent, and befpoke the 
diflrefs of a humane mind deeply fuffering in 
the misft)rtunes of another ; —moreover, his 
heart was rent with other paffions.-r-He was 

vol.. Ill, F zealous 
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aealous for the name and honour of his God, 
and thought not only his omnipotence, but 
his glorious attribute of mercy concerned in 
the event : for O ! with what triumph would 
the prophets of Baal retort his own bitter 
taunt, and fay, " his God was either talking, 
^' or he was purfuing, or was in a journey ; 
^* or, peradventure, he flept and (Itould have 
f^ been awaked !" — He was moreover in- 
volved in the fucccfs of his prayer himfelf : 
- — honeft minds are moft hurt by fcandal; 
— -and he was afraid lell fo foul a one, fo 
unworthy of his chara6ter, might arife among 
the heathen, who would report with plea- 
fure, * Lo ! the widow of Zarephath took the 

• meflfenger of the God of Ifrael under her 

• roof, and kindly entertained him, and fee 
' how flie is rewarded \ furely the prophet 
^ was ungrateful ; he wanted poAver, or, what 
^ is worfe, he ^ranted pity/ 

Bcfidcs all this, he pleaded not only the 
caufe of the widow, — it was the caufe of 
charity itfelf which had received a deep 
wound already, and would fufter ftill more, 
fliould God deny it this tellimony of his 
fevour, " So the Lord hearkened unto the 
** voice of Elijah : and the foul of the child 
^ came into him again, and he revived. And 
•'* Elijah took the child, and brought him 
*^ down out of the chamber into the houfe, 
" and delivered him unto his mother ; and 
<* Elijah faid. See thy fon liveth/' 

It would be a pleafure to a good mind to 
ftop here a moment, and figure to itfetf the 
{^imire of fi> joyfuj an event. — ^To behold, oi> 

: - - ■ >one 
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one hand, the raptures of the {mrent, over- 
come with furprife and gratitude, and ima- 
gine how a fudden ftroke of fuch impetuous 
joy mull operate on a defpairing countenance, 
long accuflomed to fadnefs ! — -To conceive, 
dn the other fide of the piece, the holy man 
approaching with the child in his arms, — 
fUll of honeil triumph in his looks, but 
fweetened with all the kind fympathy which 
a gentle nature could overriow with upon 
fo happy an event ! It is a fubjed; one might 
recommend to the pencil of a great genius, 
and would even afford matter for defcription 
here, but that it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpofe for which I have en-^ 
iarged upon thus much of the ftory already ; 
the chief defign of which is to illuftrate, by a 
fiwSt, what is evident both in reafon and fcrip- 
ture, that a charitable and good action is 
feldom caft away ; but that, even in this life, 
it is more than probable, that what is fo feat* 
tered ihall be gathered again with increafe. 
^ Caft thy bread upon the waters, and thou 
^ ihalt find it after many days^ Be as a 
" father unto the fatherlefs, and inftead of 
** an hufband unto their mother, fo flialt thou 
" be as a fon of the Moft High, and he will 
*' love thee more than thy mother doth. Be 
** mindful of good turns, for thou knoweft 
** not what evil fhall come upon the earth ; 
" and when thou falleft, thou flialt find a ftay. 
*^ It fhall preferve thee from all afilidtion, 
** and fight for thee againft thy enemies bet- 
** ter than a mighty fliield and a ftrong fpear/' 

F 2 The 
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The great inftability of temporal affairs^ 
and conftant fluctuation of every thing in 
this world, aftbrd perpetual occafions of 
taking refuge in fuch a Iccurity. 

What by fucceflive misfortunes, — by fail- 
ings and crofs accidents in trade, — by mif- 
carriage of projects : — ^Avhat by unfuitable 
expcnces of parents, extravagances of chil- 
dren, and the many other fecret ways where- 
by riches make themfelves wings and fly 
away, — fo many furprifihg revolutions do 
every day happen in famihes, that it may 
not feem ilrange to fay, that the pofterity of 
Ibme of the mod liberal contributors here, 
in the changes which one century may pro- 
duce, may poifibly find flielter under this 
Very plant which now they fo kindly water. 

Nay, fo quickly fometimes has the wheel 
turned round, that many a man may live to 
€njoy the benefit of that charity which his 
own piety projedted. 

But befides this, and cxclufive of the right 
which God's promife gives to prote6tion 
hereafter, charity and benevolence, in the 
ordinary chain of eftedts, have a natural and 
more immediate tendency in themfelves to 
refcue a man from the accidents of the world, 
by foftening the hearts, and winning every 
man's wiflies to its interelt. When a com- 
paflionate man falls, who would not pity 
him ? who, that had power to do it, would 
not befriend and raife him up ? or, could the 
moft barbarous temper oiler an infult to his 
diftreft without pain and reluftance ? fo that 

- it 
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it is almoft a wonder that covetoufoefs,'evea 
in fpite of itfelf, does not foixietimes argue 
a man into charity, by its own principle of 
looking forwards, and the firm expe6tation it 
would delight in of receiving its own again 
with ufury. — So evident is it, in the courfe of 
God's providence and the natural ftream of 
things, that a good office, one time or other, 
generally meets with a reward.-— Generally, 
did I lay ? — how can it ever fail ?— ^when, 
befides.all this, fo large afliare of the recom- 
penfe is fo infcparablc, even from the a6lion 
itfelf. Alk the man who has a tear of tender- 
nefs always ready to flied over the unfortu- 
nate ; who, withal, is ready to diltribute and 
willing to communicate, — alk him, if the belt 
things, which wits have faid of pleafure, have 
exprefled what he has felt, when, by a fca- 
fonable kindnefs, he has " made the heart of 
" the widow ling for joy/* Mark then the ex- 
preffions of unutterable pleafure and har- 
mony in his looks, and lay, whether Solo- 
mon has not fixed the point of true enjoy- 
ment in the right place, when Ive declares, 
*.that he knew no good there was in any of 
* the riches or honour of this world, hut for 
\ a man to do good with them in, hk life! Nor 
was it without reafon he had made this judg- 
ment. — ^,Doubtlefs, he had found and feen 
the infufficiency of all fenfual pleafures; 
how unable to furnifli either a rational or a 
lafting fcheme of happinefs ! how foon the' 
beft of them vaniflied 1 the lefs exception- 
able in vanity, but the guilty both " in vanity 
- i r3 « and 
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^ and vexation of fpirit/' But that this was 
of fo pure and refined a nature, it burned 
without confuming : it was figuratively ** the 
** widow's barrel of meal, which wafted not, 
" — and crufe of oil, which never failed/' 

It is not an eafy matter to add weight to 
the teftimony of the wijejl man, upon the 
pleafure of doing good; or elfe the evidence 
of the philofopher Epicums is very remark - 
able, — whofe word in this mattrr is the more 
to be trulled, becaufe a profelfed fenfualiil ; 
who amidft all the delicacies and improver 
ments of pleafure which a luxuriant fancy 
might ftrike out, ftill maintained, that the 
belt way of enlarging human happinefs was, 
by a communication of it to others. 

And if it was neceffary here, or there was 
time to refine upon this doctrine, one might 
farther maintain, exclufive of the happinels 
which the mind itfelf feels in the exercife of 
this virtue, that the very body of man is 
never in a better ftate than when he is moll 
inclined to do good offices : — that as nothing 
more contributes to health than a benevo- 
lence of temper, fo nothing generally is a 
ftronger indication of it. 

And what feems to confirm this opinion is, 
an obfervation, the truth of which mull be 
ftibmitted to every one's reflection ; — namely. 
That a difinclination and backwardnefs to do 
good, is often attended, if not produced, by 
an indifpofition of the animal as well as ra- 
tional part of us : — lb naturally do the foul 
and body, as in other cafes fo in this, mu^ 

tually 
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ttially befriend or prey upon each other. 
And, indeed, fetting alidc all abllrufer rea- 
foning upon the point, I cannot conceive 
but that the very mechanical motions which 
maintain life, muft be performed with more 
equal vigour and freedom in that man whom 
a great and good foul perpetually inclines to 
fliew mercy to the miferable, than they can be 
in a poor, fordid, felfilh Avretch, whofe little 
cont railed heart melts at no man's affliction, 
— but fits brooding fo intently m^er its own 
plots and concerns, as to fee and feel nothing ; 
and, in truth, enjoy nothing beyond himfelf: 
and of whom one may fay what that great 
mailer of nature has, fpeaking of a natural 
fenfe of harmony, which I think with piore 
juftice may be faid of Compaffion, that the 
wan who had it not, — 

— ^Was fit for. treafons, ftratagems, and fpoil$: 
The motions of his fpirits are dull as night. 
And his affe£lions dark as Erebus ! 
^Let no fuch man be trufted. 

What Divines fay of the mind, Natural- 
ifts have obferVed of the body ; that there 
is no paffion fo natural to it as love,-^which 
is the principle of doing good ; — and though 
inftances like this juft mentioned, feem far 
from being proofs of it, yet it is not to be 
doubted, but that every hard-hearted man 
has felt much inward oppofitioa before he 
could prevail upon himfelf to do aught to 
fix and deferve the character: and that 
what We fay of long habits of vice, that they 
are bard to be fubdued, may» with* equal 

P 4 truth, 
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truth, be faid concerning the natural impreC- 
fions of benevolence, — ^That a man mull do 
much violence to himfelf, and fufFer many a 
painful ftruggle, before he can tear a^vay fo 
great and noble a part of his nature. — Of this, 
antiquity has prefer\'ed a beautiful inftance 
in an anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of 
Phcres, who, though he had fo induftrioufly 
hardened his heart as to feem to take deliirht 
in cruelty, infomuch as to murder many 
of his fubfocts every day, without caufe 
and without pity, — yet, at the bare reprefent-r 
ation of a tragedy which related the mis- 
fortunes of Hecuba and Andromache, he was 
fo touched with the fiditious diftrefs which 
the poet had wrought up in it, that he buiil 
out into a flood of tears. — The explicatioa 
of which inconfiftency is eafy, and cafts as 
great a. luftre upon human nature, as the 
man himfelf was a difgrace to it. The cafe 
feenis to have been this : — In real life he had 
been blinded with paflions, and thoughtlefsly 
hunied on by intereft or refentment; — but 
here, there wa? no room for motives of that 
kind ; fo that his attention being fiiit caught 
hold of, and all his vices laid afleep, — then 
Nature awoke in triumph, and fliewed how 
xieeply flie h<vd fown the feeds of compaffion 
in every man's breaft ; when tyrants, with 
vices the mofl at enmity with it, were not 
able entirely to root it out ! 

But this is painting an amiable virtucy and 
fetting. her off with lliades that wickednefs 
Jends u&; when one might iafely .truil to the 
. .- i: 1 force 
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force of her own natural charms, and a(k, 
Whether any thing under Heaven, in its own 
nature, is more lovely and engaging ? — ^To 
illuftrate this the more, let us turn our thoughts 
within ourfelves, and for a moment let any 
nvimber of us here imagine ourfelves at this 
ini^ant engaged in drawing the moll perfed; 
and amiable chara6ler, fuch as, according to 
our conceptions of the Deity, we Ihould 
think moll acceptable to him, and moll 
likely to be uniyerfally admired by all man- 
kind, — I appeal to your own thoughts, whe- 
ther the firft idea which offered itfelf to moll 
of ,our imaginations, would not be that of a 
companionate benefa6lor, ftretching forth his 
hands to raife up the helplefs orphan ? What- 
ever other virtues we Ihould give our hero, 
we ihould all agree in making him a gene- 
rous friend, who thought the opportunities of 
. doing good to be the only charm of his pro- 
fperity : we lliould painthim like the Pfalmift's 
" river of God'' overflowing the thirily parts 
of the earth, that he might enrich them, 
carrying plenty and gladnefs along with him. 
If this was not fufficient, and we were ftill 
delirous of adding a farther degree of perfec- 
tion 10 fo great a chara6ier, we ihould endea- 
vour to think of fome one, if human nature 
could furnifli fuch a pattern, who, if occaiion 
required, was willing to undergo all kinds of 
affliciion,— T^,to facrifice himfelf, — to forget his 
dearefl interefls, and even lay down his life 
for the good of mankind! — And here, — O 
merciful Saviour ! how would the bright ori- 
ginal 
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gifial of thy uivbounded goodneft break ta 
upon our hearts! "Thou who becaftieft 
** poor, that we might be rich!"-^though 
Lord of all this world, yet " haft not where td 
" lay thy head V* — and though equal in powei* 
and glory to the great God of Nature, " ytt 
madeft thyfelf of no reputation, took«ft 
upon thee the form of a fervant!" — fubrtiit-i 
ting thyfelf, without opening thy mouth, to 
all the indignities which a thanklefs and uih 
difcerning people could offer ! and, at length, 
to accomplilh our falvation, " becameft obe- 
" dient unto death,'" fuffering thyfelf, as oti 
this day*, " to be led like a iamb to thc( 
^ (laughter !'* 

The coniideration of this ftupendous in- 
ft&Hce of compaffion in the Son of God, is! 
the moft unanfwerable appeal that can be 
made to the heart of man, for the reafonable-^ 
nefs of it in himfelf : — it is the great argii- 
ment which the Apoftles ufe in almoft all 
their exhortations to good works :---^' Beloved, 
^* if Cbrift fo loved us,"^ — the inference n 
unavoidable ; and gives ftrength and beauty 
to every thing elfe which can be urged upon 
the fubje^t. And, therefore, I have rcferved 
if for my laft and warmeft appeal, with which 
I would gladly finifli this difcourfe, that at 
Jeaft for their lakes for whom it is preached, 
we might be left to the full impreflion of ik) 
exalted and fo feafonable a motive.-*-Tbat by 
relietdling upon the infinite labour of this day '^ 

^ Pwacfaed on Good Fridaj. 

love, 
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love, in the inftance of Chrift's death, we 
may confider What an immenfe debt we owe 
to each other ; and by calling to mind the 
amiable pattern of his life, in doing good, — 
we might learn in what manner we may beft 
difcharge it. 

And, indeed, of all the methods in which 
« good mind would be willing to do it, I be- 
lieve there can be none more beneficial, or 
comprehenfive in its eflfe6ts, than that for 
which we are met here together ; — the pro- 
per education of poor children being the 
ground-work of almoft every other kind of 
charity, as that which makes every other fub- 
fequent adl of it anfwer the pious expediation 
of the giver. 

Without this foundation firft laid, how 
much kindnefs in the progrefs of a benevo- 
lent man^s life is unavoidably caft away ! and 
ibmetimes where it is as fenfelefs as the ex- 
pofing a tender plant to all the inclemencies 
of a cruel feafon, and then going with forrow 
to take it in, when the root is already dead^ 
I faid, therefore, this was the foundation of 
almofi every kind of charity ; — and might one 
not have added, of all policy too? fince the 
many ill confequences which attend the ^vant 
ef it, though grievoufly felt by the parties 
tbemfelves, are no lefs fo by the community 
of which they are members ; and, moreover, 
of all mifehiefs, feem the hardeft to be re- 
drefied, — ^infon^uch, that when one confiders 
the difloyal fedu<ftions of popery on one hand, 
— and, on the other, that no bad man, what- 
ever 



y6 SERMON V. 

ever he profeffes, can be a good fubjeift, one 
may venture to lay, it liad been cheaper and 
better for the nation to have borne the ex-r 
pence of initilling found ])rinciples and good 
morals into the negle6ted children of the lower 
fort, efpecially in Ibme parts of Great Britain, 
th^n to be obliged, fo often as we have been 
within this lait century, to rife up and arnat 
ourfelves againil the rebellious etfedis which 
the want of thcnn has brought down even to 
our doors. And, in fa6l, if we are to trull to 
antiquity, the truth of which in this cafe we 
have no reafon to difpute, this matter has been' 
looked upcin of fuch vail importance to the 
civil happincfs and peace of a people, that 
fomc connnonwealths, the moll eminent fojc 
political wifdoni, have chole to make a public 
concern of it; thinking it much fj^fer to be 
entrulted to the prudence of the magiftratei 
than to the miftaken tendernels, or natural 
partiality of the parent. 

It was conliltent Avith this, and befpoke a 
very refined fenfe of policy in the I^acedajmo-' 
nians (though by the way, 1 believe, difterent 
from what more modern politics would have 
diredled in like circumftances), when.Antir, 
pater demanded of them fifty children, as hpf-? 
tages for the fecurity of a diitant engageipeiit^ 
they made this brave and wife anfwer :.• ^ They 
*, would not, — they could not confent:— they. 
'. would rather give him double thie number 
' of their bell grown-up men/- — Intimating^ 
that, however they were diftrefied, they 
would .chufe^ any inconvenience rajther than. 
. . ^ fuffer 
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fufFer the lofs of their country's education ; 
and the opportunity (\^hich if once loft can 
never be regained) of giving their youth an 
early tincture of religion, and bringing them 
tip to a love of induftry, and a love of the 
laws and conftitution of their country. If 
this, fliews the great importance of a proper 
education to children of all ranks and con- 
iditions, what IhalK wc fay then of thofe 
whom the providence of God has placed in 
the very lowxft lot of life, utterly caft out of 
the way of knowledge, without a parent,-— 
fometiraes may be without a friend to guide 
and inftrud; them, but what common pity and 
the neceffify of their fad lituation engage: 
— ^\vhere the dano;ers which furround them 
on every fide are fo great and many, that for 
one fortunate paffenger in life, who makes 
his w^ay well in the world Avith fuch early dif- 
advantages, and fo difmal a fetting out, we 
iuay reckon thoufands who every day fuffbr 
fliipwreck, and are loll for ever. 

If there is acale under Heav^en which calls 
out atoud for the more immediate exercife of 
compaffioo, and which may be looked upon 
as the compiendium of all charity, furely it is 
this; and I am perfuaded there would wjiut 
nothing more to convince the greateft enemy 
to thefe kinds of charities that it is fo, but 
a bare opportunity of taking a nearer view of 
fome of the more diftrefsful pbjetls of it. 

Let him go into the dwellings of the unfor- 
tunate; into fome mournful cottage, where 
poveity and afHi6lion reign together.. There 
. ■ :. ' 8 lot 
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let him behold the difconfolate widow, — (it- 
ting, — fteeped in tears ; — thus forrowing over 
the infant Ihe knows not how to fuccour : — 
O my child ! thou art now left expofed to 
a wide and vicious world, too full of fnares 
and temptations for thy tender and unprac- 
tifed age;' — Perhaps a parent's love may 
magnifv thofe dansjers: — * But when I con- 
fider thou art driven out naked into the 
midll of them, without friends, without for- 
tune, without inftruAion, my heart bleeds 
before-hand for the evils which may come 
upon thee ! God, in whom we trufted, is. 
witnefs, fo low had his providence placed 
us, that we never indulged one wiih to have 
made thee rich: — virtuous we would have 
made thee; — for thy father, mjj hujhandj wm 
a good man J and feared the Lord; — and 
though all the fruits of his care and induftrjr 
were little enough for our fupport, yet he 
honeftly had determined to have fpared 
fome portion of it, fcanty as it was, to have 
placed thee fafely in the way of knowledge 
and inftrucftion. — ^^But alas! he is gone 
from us, never to return more; and with 
him are fled the means of doing it. For, 
Behold the creditor is come vpon tis, to take all 
that we have/ — Grief is eloquent, and will 
not eafily be imitated. — But let the mart 
who is the leaft friend to diftreffes of this na-* 
ture, conceive fome difconfolate widow ut- 
tering her complaint, even in this manner, and 
then let him confider, " if there is any forrow 
** like this forrow, wherewith the Lord has 

'' afflided 
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** afflicted her ?" or whether there can be any 
charity hke that of taking " the child Qut of 
** the mother's bofom/' and refcuing hef 
from thefe apprehenfions ? Should a Heathen j 
a ftranger to our holy religion and the love it 
teaches, fliould he, " as lie journeyed, come 
" to the place vrlxeva^ Jlie lai/, when he faw, 
" would he not have compaffion on her?''^ 
God forbid a Chriftian fliould this dm/ want 
it ! or at any time look upon fuch a diftrefs, 
" and pafs by on the other fide/* 

Rather, let him do as his Saviour tau2;ht 
him, " bind up the wounds, 9,nd jx)ur'' com- 
fort into the heart of one whom the hand of 
God has fo bruifed. Let him pra6life what 
it is, with Elijah's tranfport, to fay to the af- 
fli6ied widow, — " See, thy fon liveth!'' — 
Hveth by my charity, and the bounty of this 
hour, to all the purpofes which make life de- 
iirable, — to be made a good man and a pro- 
fitable fubjedl: — On one hand, to be trained 
up to facK a fenfe of his duty, as may fecure 
him an intereft in the world to come ; — and, 
with regard to this world, to be fo brought up 
in it to a love of honell labour and indulhy, 
as all his life Ions; to earn and eat his bread 
with Joy and thankfuhiefs. 

* Much peace and happinefs reft upon the 

* head and heart of every one who thus brino;s 

* children to Chrift! — May the bleffing of 

* him that was ready to perifli, come feaibu- 

* ably upon him! — The Lord comfort him 
^ when he moji wants it! When he lies fick 

* upon his bed, make thou, O God ! all his bed 

^in 
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* in his ficknefs! and for what h6 now. fcat-^ 

* ters, give him, then, that peace of thine 

* which paffeth all underltanding, and whiclt 

* nothing in this world can either give or take 
' away !' Amen. 



. I 



^ 



' ; • • • .i • . 



SERMON VI. 



' 1 



' i • ■ I • » J 



i^HABIS££ AND PUBLICAN IN tHar: 

i 

LtTKri xyiii. 14. fiiJft part. . '., 

J tell ycfu, this msm ^ent dofmi tcr hts honfe juftificti, ratW thai 

the other. 

TUESB words are the judgmctit Iv^hich 5ttf 
Satiaur has left tip&h the behaviour aad dif-* 
ferettt degrfeefs of merit in th« two ttidri^ the 
Pharif6e and Piibhcan, whorti he rfeptefehts^ 
in the foregoing parable^ as going up ifnto thd 
temple to pray. In ivhat iftanner they dil^ 
charged this great arid (olemn duty^ will fceft 
be fcfen frotti a corifideration of the pmyet 
Mrindh each is faid to haV0 addrelled to God 
tipoii: the oceafion. 

The Pharifee, inftead of an a6t of htuni-* 
liation in that awful preftnce before which he 
ftood,— with an air of triumph and felf-fii^ 
ijcicncyy thanks God that he had ftot mad# 
him like others; — extortioners, adulterersy 
unjuft, or eveft as this publican. — ^Tb6 publi- 
can h reprefented as llanding afar 6ff, aaid 
trith ifc heart touched with hun^ility fro*i ai 
j«ft fenfe of his own unworthinefs, iil feidi 
only to have finote upon his breaft, faying, 
•—God \fe merciftil to me * a finner ! — I tell 

vox*. III. Q you, 
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you, adds our Saviour, this man went down 
to his houfe juftified, rather than the other. 

Though the juftice of this deteraiinatiop 
ftrikes every one at firft fight, it may not be 
amifs to enter into a more particular examin- 
ation <)f the evidence and reafons upon which 
it might be founded, not only becaufe it may 
place the equity of this decilion in favour of 
the publican in a fl:ronger light, — but that 
the fubje6l feems likely to lead me to a train 
of reflediions not unfuitable to the folemni^y 
of the feafon*. 

The pharifee was one of that fe6l, who, in 
our Saviour s tinie, what by the aufterity of 
their lives, — their public alms-deeds, — and 
greater pretences to piety than other men, 
had gradually wj:ought themfelves into much 
credit and reputation with the people : and, 
indeed, as the bulk of thefe are eafily caught 
with appearances, their character feems to 
have been admirably well fuited to fuch ^ 
purpofe. — If you looked no farther than the 
outward part of it, you would think it made 
up of all goodnefs and perfection; an un- 
common fanCtity of life, guarded by great 
decorum and feverity of manners, — profufe 
and frequent charities to the poor, — many 
5tc9;s of religion,— ^much obfervance of tho 
law, — much abftinenciis— much prayer. 

It is painful to fufped: the appearaiice of 
fo much good;— ami would Jiave been fo 
here, had not our bleif^pd Saviour left us their 

. • Preached in Lent. 

real 
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real chara<fter upon record, and drawn up by 
himfelf in one word, — ^That the fed; were like 
whitened fepulchres, all fair and beautiful 
without, and enriched there with whatever 
could attraA the eye of the beholder; but, 
when fearched within-fide, were full of cor- 
ruption, and of whatever could fhpck and 
diiguft the fearcher. So that, with all their 
affed:ation of piety, and more extraordinary 
ftridlnefs and regularity in their outward de- 
portment, all was irregular and uncultivated 
within ; — and all thefe fair pretences, how pro- 
mifing foever, blafted by the indulgence of 
the worft of human paffions, — pride, — fpiri- 
tual pride (the worft of all pride) — hypociify, 
felf-love, covetoufnefs, extortion, cruelty, and 
revenge. What pity it is that the facred 
name of Religion fhould ever have been bor- 
rowed, and employed in fo bad a work as in 
covering over fuch a black catalogue of vices ! 
or that the fair form of virtue Ihould have 
been thus difgraced and for evtSt drawn into 
fufpicion, from the unworthy ufes of this 
kind to which the artful and abandoned have 
often put her I The pharifee feems to have 
had not many fcruples of this kind; and the 
prayer he makes ufe of in the temple is a true 
picture of the man's heart, and fhews with 
what a difpofition and frame of mind he came 
to worfhip. 

God! 1 thank thee that thou haft formed 
me of different materials from the reft of my 
fpecies, whom thou haft created frail and 

G 2 vain 
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vain by nature, but by choice and difpbiitioa 
utterly comipt and wickpd } 

Me, thou haft fafliioned in a difFerent 
mould, and haft infufed fo large a portion dBf 
thy fpirit into me, lo } I am raifed above the 
temptations and defires to which flefli and 
blood are fubje6l! — I thank thee that thou 
haft made me thus : — not a frail veflel of clay^ 
like that of other men,— r-or even this publican^ 
but tliat I ftand here a chofen and iandi^ified 
veflel unto thee ! 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon the 
words^ which fpeaks no more than the true 
fpirit oif the pharifee'a prayer, — ^you would 
naturally aik. What reafon was there for alF 
this triumph? — ^or what foundation could he 
have to infult in this manner oyer the infirr 
mities of mankind ?-r^or even thofe of the 
humble publican who ftood before bim?^^ 
Why, fays he, I faft twice in tlve week^ I 
give tythes of all that I poflefs.— rTruly, a 
very indiiferent account of hinifelf ;-T-and if 
that was all he had to offer in his own behjalf^ 
God knows, it was but a weak foundation to 
fupport fo much arro^ncd and felfrcpnceit ; 
becaufe the abfervance of both the one and 
the other of thefe ordinances^ might be fup^ 
pofed well enough to. l>e. confiftent with the 
moft profligate of life and manner?. 

The condud; and behaviour of tb^ publicaa 
appear very dififerent;-^-r-^nd, indieed, as. much 
the leverfe to thi& a& you could coiiceLva 
But before we enter upon that, as I have 

fpokeu 
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fpttkeri largely to the chariii^er of the phari- 
lee, 'twill be but juftice to fay a word bf tvro 
ih geneml to his.^Tltfe |)iiblicfen was 6ft^ of 
that Ordter of meil erri ployed by the Romaft 
!6tti{)e^dfe in levying thfe teii€fs Ami conttibtti 
ti6n8 which \Viere ftbth time to tiiiie exttfted 
Atom Judfea as 8t cohqdered ilation . Wbe^t 
frt>m thfe particular ftite off that 6mpl6yitii^Jit> 
owing 't6 the fixed AVeffiott which men hav6 
to pmt with what is their owh, ol* /ixral What- 
Cvfer othi**- Caufes it happened,— fd it WdSj 
that the whole fet of ih^fa were odious* im 
fottiuch, that the iiartife of a publican was a 
lerih of feprodich ahd ihfatny aiiidHgfl the 

Jew^ ■ ' ■ ■ 

Perhaps the mariy irtftances of rigour to 
Which ttieit" office might dired: th^m,— hefght^^ 
ertcfd fortttftimes by a riiixtuffe df cruelty arid 
infolfeilcfe of ttieif oitn,-«— and poflrbly always 
iilad^ to aj)pear worfe than they ^ve^fe by tli6 
I<md elatnOUiis ahd mifi^eprefehtatityhs of 
^Oth€fii3j---^ftn niight hare cofttributdd to fOrhl 
and lix thi» oditrtft. Btft it was hetfe, rid 
doubt, a$ in all '6t\t^Y elaffes of iriett #hofe 
imoffeffiott* Ai|)oft} <hem ia more tfefmptatidrii 
thaii tha^t of '^heiy,— fhttt- there arfei liiimbera 
%f ho ftill behave Well, hiid who,- afMdft al? t^ 
Ihai^ aftd : o^pirltinities Which ' fte in iHtit 
w'ayj-^pafe through them, ricyt ofily with aii 
tittWemifhed chs(raa<i¥, Mi wi«h fll*? iil^tard 
teftiniotoy of a good eohftieMb'. 

The |><iblicalh^ in all likelihood, was tfne of 
ffliefe;— afid th<^ fehtimetits of tAticfoiit and 
tit^tfttlH^ \ymii ihefile^ of his* (iottditioti ii*^ 

' G 3 fpired, 
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fpired, are fuch as could come .only from .a 
he^rt and charad;er thus defcribed. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his faj- 
crifice of prayer; — in the difcharge of which 
he pleads no merit of his own, — enters into 
no comparifon with others, — or juilificaticp 
of himfelf with God, but, in reverence to that 
holier part of the temple where his prefenoe 
was fuppofed more immediately to be dif- 
played, — he keif^ps afar oiF, — ^is afraid to lift 
up his eyes towards Heaven ; — but fmitesupon 
his bceaft, > and in a fliort but fervent ejacu*r 
latipjQ,— fubmillively begs God to have mercy 
upon his fins, — O God! how precious, hoivr 
amiable is true humility ! — v/liat a difference 
in thy fight does it make to confifi; betwixt 
man and man! Pride was not^made fori a 
creature with fuch manifold imperfections: 
-T^religipus pride is a drefs which fliU vorie 
becomes him; — becaufe, of all others, 'tis 
that to which he has the leall pretence :--^tib(e 
beft of us fall feven times a day, and thevehj 
add fome degree of unprofitablenefs to the 
character of thofe who do ^11 that iseomr 
manded them, — Was I perfedi therefore,; foyij 
Job, I would not know my foul, I wovild be 
filent, I would be ignorant of my own right*- 
eoulhefs; for, Ihould I fay I * was perfe<9;, tit 
would prove me to be perverfe. From this iw* 
trodudion I will take occafion to jecomoieBd 
this virtue of religious humility^ >vhich.fq jiar 
turally falls from the fiibjeift, and wliich qan- 
not more cfie6iually be enfpr9ed9ithah.bjr aa 
enquiry into the chief ^cai^Arf^ il^^ch prodi^of 
. the 
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the oppofite vice to it,— that of fpiritual 
pride; — for in this malady of the mind of 
man, — the cafe is parallel with moft others of 
his body, the dangers of which can never 
rightly be apprehended ; nor can remedies be 
applied either with judgment or fucceft, till 
they ate traced back to their firft principles^ 
and the feeds of the dilbrder are laid open 
and confidered. 

And firft, I believe, one of the moft general 
cavifes of fpiritual pride, is that which feems 
to have milled the pharifee: — a miftaken 
notion of the true principles of his religion. 
He thought, no doubt, that the whole of it 
was comprehended in the two articles of pay- 
ing tythes and frequent falling; and that 
when he' had difcbarsjed his confcience of 
them, — ^he had done all that was required at 
his hands, and might with reafon go, and 
thank God that he had not made him like 
othei"8.— It is not to be queftioned, but 
through force of this error, the pharifee might 
think himfelf to be, what he pretended, a 
religious and upright man.— For however he 
might be brought to adt a double and infin- 
cere part in the eyes of men upon worldly 
views, — it is not to be fuppofed-— that when 
be ft»od by himfelf, apart in the temple, and 
no witnefles of what pafled between him and 
liis God,— -that he (liould knowingly and wil- 
fully have dared to aift fo open and barefaced 
a fcene of mockery in the face of Heaven, 
This is fcarce probable ;-f^and therefore muft 
have beeni owing to fome delufion in his edu- 

G 4 cation. 
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fafttion, which had early iinplaated in h}s 
'miiid falfe .a»d wretched notions of the eflen- 
tials cf religion,--rAvhich, as he grewup, had 
proved ' the feeds of infinite error, botli in 
piiadiiee'and fpeculation. 
l.i, With the reft of liis fe6t, he had been fo 
principled and iniiru^ted as to obfem^e % feni-^ 
puWs nicety and moii religious exa6tnef^ in 
the lefler matters of his religion, — its fre^ 
quent wa(^ings,-rt-it-s fallings a»d other ex- 
tcfflnal ritesr of nonjerit in thetofelves,— but 
tos Aaiid exempted from the. more troublefOme 
asak^efs in the weightier matters of th& jaw» 
tihioh^vere oi; et^ornal ;a)xd unchc^ngealbile ob- 
li^tioa • Sio that '. they were rini tr:^.tik bhnd 
gniiaes^i+Hwhpr.thus williftrain "at. a gnat; ai^d 
y.ttt *fwal}ow a cdmel; iand» as;.giiiir SayiuU? 
fepiiov'es them/, from ;a familito^iinjl^nce of 
domefiic . inconfiftency>4-' wouW make dean 
thei antiide at* tbe cupjand platter,+myet i\kSm 
the infide,+^the iBoll 'material pgnJtj-rto: be 
fiiili of corruption/ and excefsw.tErotii. ikm 
knowledge of thie ohavai^er and pfincipkfi of 
the phariiiee, 'tis eafy toai2coi|uit'foi;hijk£eiitH 
meubte and behaviour in the .lew^^le^i ^hioh 
were juft fuch as th6y would have -led c^nei to 
haxie expend. .^ ;:. i . 

i«. Thus it has alwaj^s: happenedl^ vby a &t^ 
htffi common toaltXuqh abules of: reUgiooi^ 
as/ntake it to cojoiiit/ m ; extenadd- rites, jamd 
becemonies, move thao •:: iaw^ard. puritiy and: 
irebegrity of heart^-rrrABithefe oiifcward^thibgft 
nxe r eafily put f in: ; prfkdkke^ ^md'yaB^pBiii^i ibi 
beiogiiittainfid: tOi witjibut > niUAhncaj^ae^l^ 
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or much: oppoiitioa to flelh and blood, — -it 
too naturally betrays the profeflbrs of it into 
^groundlefs perfuafion of their own godlinefs, 
and a defpicable one of that of others, ia 
their religious capacities, and the relations 
in whieh they itaud towards God : which is 
the* very definition of fpiritnal pride. 
. . Wlien the true heat and fpirit of devotion 
fe thus dbft and extingiiiflied under a cloud 
6f ofteutatious ceremonies and geilures, as is 
TeinarkaWe in the Roman churchy — ^^rhere 
tlie celebmtion of high.mafs, when fet off ta 
the betl advantage with all its fcenical deco« 
iraittions^aod finery, looks more like a theatric 
cal performance than that humble and folema 
appeal which 1 dufft and allies are offeiing^ tip 
tQ!the fehf oiae of (iod r— when religion, I fajv 
i»vthus: ckiggcdiand borne down by fach a 
veight of eeremohiesty it is much eafier to 
iml^ia pretenfions to hoHnefs upon fueh a 
liieehanical fyftem as is lei't of it> than when&' 
the charadber h only to be got and maib^' 
lamed byia painiul eonflici and perpetual 
wan againft the paf lions. Tis eafier, tbr in^ 
fi:»iiee, fur a zealous Papifi; to cvoik liimfeif 
and t'ddi bis bemls, than ior an humble Pviv* 
tefiant to fubdue the lufts of aneer, inteinf- 
piSBcance, cruelty^ and revenge, to appear be^ 
fore bisr Maker with that preparation of 
mmd ^hich becomes, him. The operadiSQa* 
of tein^ fprjnkled witb holy water, is not fa 
dMBcute iu' itlieii' a» tliat of being chaiie ami 
lpotle&^itiaii,--*c€mfciaws of jao dirty thought 
or dilhonefi; acflion, 'Tis a muck fliorter 
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way to kneel down at a confeflional andre-^ 
ceive abfolution, — than to live fo to defcrve 
it, — not at the hands of men, — but at the 
hands of God, — who fees the heart, and con- 
not be impofed upon.— r-The atchievement of 
keeping Lent, or abftaining from flefli on cer- 
tain days, is not fo hard as that of abftain- 
ing from the works of it at all times ; — efpe- 
cially^ as the point is generally managed 
amongft the richer fort with fuch art aiid 
cpicurifm at their tables, — and with fuch 
indulgence to a poor mortified apj>etite, — 
that an entertainment upon a fait is much 
more likely to produce a furfeit than a fit of 

One might run the parallel much farther, 
but this may be fiiflScient to Ihew bow dan- 
gerous and delufive thefe miftakes are ;-vhow 
apt to miflead and overfet weak minds^ 
w.hich are ever apt to be caught by the pomp 
of; fuch external parts of religion. This is fo 
evident, that even in our own church, where 
there is the greateft chaftity in things of this 
nature,-T-and of which none are retained in 
our worlhip but what, I believe, tend to ex- 
cite and affift it, — ^yet, fo llrong a propenfity 
is there in our nature to fenfe, and fo un- 
equal a match is the underftanding of the 
bulk of mankind for the impreffions of out*- 
ward things,: — that we fee ; thoufands who 
every day. raiftake . tlie fhadow for the fub- 
ftance ; andi . was it fairly put to the trial, 
would exchange the reality for the ap^- 
pearahce. . :; ■i /> *« . i^ 

You 
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You fee this was almoft univerfally the 
cafe of the Jewifti church ; — where, for want 
of proper guard and diftin6lion betwixt the 
means <rf' religion and religion itfelf, the cere- 
monial part in time eat away the moral part^ 
and left nothing but a fliadow behind. — ^Tis 
to be feared the buffooneries of the Romilh 
church bid fair to do it the fame ill office, to 
the. difgrace and utter ruin of Chriftianity, 
wherever Popery is eftabliflied. What then 
remains,, but tliat we rectify thefe grofs and 
pernicious notions of religion, and place it 
upon its true bottom, which we can only do 
by bringing back religion to that cool .point 
of reafon which firft Ihewed us its obligation, 
— by always remembering that God is a 
Spirit, — and muft be worfliipped fuitable to 
his nature, L e. in fpirit and in truth; — and 
that the moft acceptable facrifice we can 
offer him, is a. virtuous and an upright mind 
-1-and however neceflfary it is, not to leave the 
ceremonial and pofitive parts of religion un^ 
doae, — ^yet, not like the pharifee, torefl there, 
-T-and omit the weightier matters, but keep 
this in view perpetually, that though the in- 
ftrumental duties of religion are duties of un- 
flut^flionable obHgation to us, — ^yet they are 
Hill but Infirumental Duties, conducive to the 
great end of all religion, — ^which is to purify 
our hearts— and conquer our paHions ; — ^and, 
ia a word, to make us wifer and better men, 
— -ibetter neighbours, — better citizens,— and 
hotter fervajits to God. 
To whom, &,c. 
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Vindication : op jiuma^st katube. 



:^ot- iipne of iMf liveth to himfelf. 

There is not a fenteftce ill fcriptutt 
which ftrifces a narrow foul ^\^ith greater afto- 
ttilhment ; — and one might a& eafily engage 
to clear np the darkeft praWein in geometrj 
to an ignorant mind, as mAkk a* fordid orie 
c^omprehend ihe trnth and reafontfblenefs of 
thh plain pm|k)fitiorl,— ^No ihan Jiveth to 
himfelf !*-^Why ?--^i)acs tMiy mmi live to any 
filing elfe?— In the wbolei eorapafs of human 
iife, can a prudent man ftee* to a fAfet p64iift 1^ 
— Not ht*fo hirtjMf J^Td wh^iifti t}>en?^ 
fean any inte^efts or conceiths Av1ii<*h are ifd^ 
fe?gn to a man^s feJf have ftich a claim over 
him that Ire midl fetve undet thenty: — fufperid 
ftis otvn ptfrfuits,— ftep out of his right couife 
lilP othef s have? pafled by hita arid dttained 
Hhe le\^cfral ends and purpofe& of living be- 
ibfehitii? 

11^ with a felfifli heart, ftfch an enquirer 
iliotrld happen to have a ftH^eiitlati ng head 
t6&, He WfH pi^oceeds titkii afk yoti, Wheithlgt 
^ii^ fame pfincipfe T^rhich Ihe apdftlfe hei*fe 
^«hW>w^<iat <yf the life fyf'ttra«, is riot in fa^ 
%if* gi?att*^bms- ^ his^ iiatiif 6- ?— -That hovr- 
ever we may flatter otrff^JvBii ;\vij<h fme-4|>\ft4 
Motions of difmtereftednefs >rttd-^feeroif|li in 

what 
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what T^e do ; were the moil popular of our 
^dtiops ftripped naked, and the true motives 
aud intentions of them fearched to the bot- 
tom, we fliould find little reafon for triumph 
(ipon that feore.— 

Xn a word, he will fay, that a man is alto- 
gether a bubble to himfelf in this matter,. and 
that after all that can be faid in his behalf, 
the trueft definition that can be given of him 
is this, That he is a felfifli aaimal ; and that 
all his actions have fo ftrong-a tin(9:ure of 
thsit charad:er, as. tofliew, to whomever eMe 
ke was intended to live, that in fa6i he Jives 
only to himfelf. 

Before I reply dire^biy to this accufation, 
I cannot help obferving by the way, that 
there is fcarce any thing which has done moi'e 
diflervice to fecial virtue than the frequent 
reprefentations of human nature under this 
hideous picture of deformity, which by leav- 
ing out all tliat is generous and friendly in the 
heart of man, has funk him below the level oS 
abjTute, as if he was a compofition of all that 
waa mean-fpirited and felfifli. Sui'qly 'tis one 
ftep towards*a6ting well, to thiuk worthily of 
^ our nature : and,, as ia common life the way to 
make a man honeil,. is to fuppafe him fo, and 
treat him. as fuch,— fo here, to fet fome va^ 
lue upon ourfelves, enables us to fupport the. 
charaifter, and oven inspires and adds feii- 
timeats of generofity and virtue to thof<& 
which we have . already preconceived. The 
fisriptuie tells, That God made man^ in his 
pwix imager— not Ciirely in tht ibnfiAifve and 

corporeal 
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corporeal part of him : that could beat no 
refemblance with a pure and infinite Spirit ; 
-t— but what refemblance he bore was un- 
doubtedly in the moral rectitude, and the 
kind and benevolent afFe^lions of his nature. 
And though the brightnefs of hi^ image has 
been fuUied greatly by the fall of man in 
our firft parents, and the chara6ters of it ren- 
dered ftill lefs legible by the many fuper- 
mdud;ions of his own depraved appetites 
fince, — }^t 'tis a laudable pride and a true 
greatnefs of mind to cherifh a belief, that 
there is fo much of that glorious image ftill 
left upon it, as fliall reftrain him from bkib 
and difgraceful a6lions ; to anfwer which 
end, what thought can be more conducive 
than that of our being made in the likenels of 
the greateft and beft of Beings? This iSa 
plain confequence. And the confideration of 
it fliould have in fome meafure been a protec- 
tion to human nature, from the rough ufage 
Ihe has met with from the fatirical pens of 
fo many of the French writers, as well as of 
our own country, who with more wit than 
well-meaning, have defperately fallen foul 
upon the whole fpecies, as a fet of creatures 
incapable either of private friendfhip or pub- 
lic fpirit, but juft as the cafe fuited their 
Oiwn intereft and advantage. 

That there is felfiflmefs and meannefs 
enough in the fouls of one part of the world, 
to hurt the credit of the other part of it, is 
what I iliall not difpute againft ; but to 
judge of the whole from this bad fample, 
': and 
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and becaufe one man is plotting and artful 
in his nature ; — or, a fecund openly makes 
his pleafure or his profit the whole centre of. 
all his defigns; — or becaufe a third ftrait- 
liearted wretch fits confined within himfelf, 
— feels no misfortunes but thofe. which touch 
himfelf; — ^to involve the whole race with- 
out mercy under fuch detefted charadlers, 
is a conclufion as falfe as it is pernicious ; and 
was it in general to gain credit, could ferve 
no end, but the rooting out of our nature all 
that is generous,, ^nd planting in the Head of 
it fuch an averfion to each other, as muft 
untie the bajids of fociety, and rob us of one 
of the greatefl; pleafures of it, the mutual 
communications of kind offices; and by 
poifoning the fountain, render every thing 
iUfpe6}:ed that flows through it. 
. To the honour of human nature, the fcrip- 
ture teaches us, that God made man upright; 
T— and though he has fince found out many 
inventions, which have much dilhonoured 
this noble fl;rud;ure, yet the foundation of it 
ftands as it was, — the whole frame and de- 
fign of it carried on upon focial virtue and 
public fpirit, and every member of us fo 
evidently fupported by this ftrong cement, 
that we may fay with the apoftle, that no 
man liveth to himfelf. In whatfoever light 
we view him, we Ihall fee evidently that 
there is no llation or condition of his life, — 
no office, or relation, or circumfl^nce, but 
there arife from it fo many ties, fo many in- 
diipenfable claims upon him, as muft pre- 
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petnally carry him beyond any felfifli con^ 
iidenation, and fl^evt plainly, that was a man 
fooliilily wicked enough to defign to live to 
himfelf alone^ he wouid either find it imprac- 
ticable, or he would lofe, at leaft, the very 
thing which made life itfelf defirable- We 
know that our Creator, like an all-wife con- 
triver, in this, as in all other of his works, hai 
implanted in mankind fuch appetites and in- 
clinations as were fui table lor their ftate; 
that is, fuch as would naturally lead hini ttt 
the love of fociety and friendfliip, withbat 
which he would have been found in a worfcJ 
condition than the very beafts of thfe field; 
No one, therefore, who live* in fociety, cart 
be faid to live to himfelf; — he lives to hin^ 
God, — to his king, and his country ;— he livc!^ 
to his family, to his friends, to all under Itii 
trufi:, — and, in a word, he lives to the whole 
ra€e of mankind r — whatfoever has the cha.- 
ra<5ier of man, and wears the fame imag^ of 
God that he does, is truly his brother, and ha* 
a juft claim to his kindncfs. — ^Tliat this is ih6 
cafe in fa6fc, as well as in theory, may be 
made plain to any one who has niade any 
obfervations upon human life. — ^When vr& 
have traced it through all its connections, — 
rrewed it under the feveral obHgations w-hrch 
fuccced each other in a perpetual rotatioit 
through the different ftages of a hafty pil- 
rimrage, we fhall finxJ that thcfe do operate 
b ftrongly upou it, ami lay us jufily under 
fo mtany reftraints, that we are every hour 

facrificiiig 
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lacnfidiag fomethin^ to fociety, in teturn for 
the b^aefite we recttve from it. 

To illuftrate this, let us take a fhort furrey 
4^ the life of any one man, not liable to great 
i^ceptiims, but fuch a life a$ is common to 
zttoft; let us examine it merely to this point, 
and try how far it will anfwer fuch a repre* 
&ntation. 

If we begin with him in that early age 
iRfiierein the Urongeft marks of undifguifed 
tenderj^efs and dilintereftcd compaffion ftiei?*' 
th^rafelves, — I might previoiifly obferve, with 
whairt impreiTions he i3 come out of the hands 
of Godi with the very bias upon his nature 
whAch prepares him for the charader which 
he was defigued to fulfil. But let us pafs 
by the years which denote childhood, as no 
la^4il evidence, youll iky, in this difpute; 
let us follow him to the period when he is 
juft got loofe from tutors and governors, 
when his axSiions may be argued upon with 
k^ exception: if you obferve, you will 
fittd that one of the firft and leading propen- 
fiti«3 of his nature is, that wliich difcovers 
itfelf in the defire of fociety, and the fpon- 
taneous love towards thofe of his kind : — 
and though the natural wants and exigen- 
cies of his condition are, no doubt, one rea- 
Qm of this amiable impulfe, God having 
founded that in him as a provifional fecurity 
to make him focial,— ^yet, though it is a rea- 
iba im nature,-— 'tis a reafon to him yet un- 
difeovered. Youth is not apt to philofophize. 
lb deeply, -^but follows, ^s it feels itfelf 
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prompted by the inward workings of betie* 
volence, — witliout view to itfelf, or previous 
calculation either of the lofs or profit which 
may accrue. Agreeably to this, obferve 
how warml}^ how heartily he enters into, 
friendfliips, — how difinterefted, and unfuf- 
picious in the choice of them! — ^how gene- 
rous and open in his profeifions ! — how fin- 
cere and honeft in making them good! — 
When his friend is in diftrels, — what lengths 
he will go ! — what hazards he will bring up-^ 
on himfelf ! — what embarralfnient upon his 
affairs, to extricate and ferve him ! If man 
is altogether a felfifli creature, as theffe mo- 
ralizers would make him, 'tis certain he does 
not arrive at the full maturity of it in this 
time of his life. — No. If he deferves aiiy 
accufation, 'tis in the other extreme, " That 
in his youth he is generitlly more fool than 
knave f — and fo far from being fufpe6led of 
living to himfelf, that he lives rather to ev^ry 
body elfe ; the unconfcioufnefs of art an'd 
delign, in his own intentions, rendering him 
fo utterly void of a fufpicion of it in othei'Sf 
as to leave him too oft a bubble to every 
one who will take the advantage. — But you'41 
fay, he foon abates of thefe tranfports of dit 
interefted love ; and as he grows older,^*^ 
grows wifer, and learns to live more to him- 
ielf. 

Let us examine. 

- That a longer knowledge of the^worldrand- 
fome experience of infincerity, — ^willteaph 
him a leflbn of more caution in the chdide/6f 
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friendftiips, and lefs forwardnefs iii the undif- 
tinguiflied offers of his fervices, is what I 
grant. But if he cools of thefe, does he not 
grow warmer ftill in connections of a different 
kind ? Follow him, I pray you, into the next 
ftage of life, where he has entered into en- 
gagements, and appears as the father of a fa- 
mily, and you will fee the palfion ftill re- 
mains,-— the ftream fomewhat more confined, 
- — ^but runs the ftronger for it : — the fame be- 
nevolence of heart, altered only in its courfe, 
and the difference of objedls towards which 
it tends. Take a fliort view of him in this 
light, as adling under the many tender claims 
%vhich that relation lays upon him, — fpend- 
ing many weary days and fleeplefs nights, 
- — utterly forgetftil of himfelf, intent only up- 
on his family, and with an anxious heart 
contriving and labouring to preferve it from 
diftrefs, againft that hour when he fhall be 
taken from its protection. Does fuch a one 
live to himfelf? — He who rifes early, late 
takes reft, and eats the bread of carefulnefs, 
to fave othera the forrow of doino; fo after 
him : Does fuch a one hve only to himfelf? 
—Ye, who are parents, anfwer this queftion 
for him. How oft have ye facrificed your 
htealthj — ^your eafe, — your pleafures, — nay, 
the very comforts of your lives, for the fake 
of your children ! — How many indulgences 
haVfe ye given up J— What felf-denials and 
difficulties have ye cheerfully undergone for 
them ! — -In their ficknfefs, or reports of their 
mifcondud:, how have ye gone on your way 
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forrowiog ! Wliat alarms within you^ when 
fancy forebodes but imaginary misfortunes 
lianging over them ! — but when real ones 
have overtaken them, and iilifchief befallen 
them in tlie way in which they have gone^ 
how Iharpcr than a fword have ye felt the 
workings of parental kindneis I In whatever 
period of human life w^e look for proofk of 
felfiflinefe, — let us not feek thejna in this re- 
lation of a jwrent, whofc ^vhole life, when 
truly know^n, is often little elfe btit a fuccef-- 
fion of cares, heart-aches, and difquieting 
apprehcnfions, — enough to fliew that he is 
but an inftruuient in the hands of God to 
provide for the well-being of others, to ferve 
their intereft as well as his own- 

If you try the truth of this reafoning upon 
every other part or fituation of the fame life, 
you will find it holds good in one degree or 
other. Take A view of it out of thefe clofer 
connections, both of a friend and parent: — 
coaiider him for a moment under that natural 
alliance in which even a heathen poet has 
placed him; namely, that of a man; — ^and as 
inch, to his honour, as one incapable of liand- 
ing unconcerned in whatever concerns hia fel- 
low-crcaturcskr-Compaflion has fo great a 
fhare in our nature, and the miferies of this 
world arc fo conftant an exercife of it, as to 
leave it in no one's power, who deierves the 
name of man, in this refpe6ty-r-4o live to 
himfelf. 

He cannot flop his ears againft the crioB of 
the unfortunate. — The fad ftory ^f the fk^ 

S therlefi^ 
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theriefs, and him that has no lielper, muft be 
heard.—" The forrowful fighing of the pri-i 
" foner will come before him ;'' and a thou* 
fand other imtold cafes of diftrefs to whiclj 
the life of man is fubjecft, find a way to his 
heart, let intereft guide the paflage as it will. 
— ^ If he has this world's goods, and feeth 

♦ his brother have need, he will not be able to 

* ihui M|) his bowels of compaflion from him/ 

Let any man of common humanity look 
back upon his own life as fubje(9:ed to thefe 
ftrong claims, and recoiled the influence they 
have had upon him. How oft the mere ifii* 
pulfes of generofity and compaflion have led 
him out of his way ! — -In how many a6ts of 
charity and kindnefs his fellow-feeling for 
others has made him forget himfelf! — In 
neighbourly offices, how oft he has ad;ed 
a^infl: all confiderations of profits, conve- 
nience, nay fometimes even of juftice itfelf ! 
^ — ^Let him add to this account, how mudh, 
in the progrefs of his life, has been given up 
even to the lefler obligations of civility and 
good manners ! — ^^Vhat reftraints they have 
laid him under ! How large a portion of his 
time, — how much of his inchnation and the 
plan of life he fliould moft; have wiflied, has 
from time to time been made a facrifice to 
his good-nature, and difinclination to give 
pain or difgufl; to others J 

Whoever takes a view of th^ life of man 
in this glafs wherein I have fhewn it, will 
find it fo befet and hemioed in with obliga-^ 
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tions of one kind or other, as to leave little 
room to fufpecSi that man can live to himfelf : 
and fo clofely has our Creator linked us to- 
gether, as well as all other parts of his works, 
for the prefervation of that harmony in the 
frame and fyftem of things which his wifdom 
has at firft eft abliflied,— that we find this 
bond of mutual dependence, however relaxed, 
is too ftrong to be broke: and I believe, 
that the moil felfifli men find it is fo, and that 
they cannot, in fa6l, live fo much to them- 
felves as the narrownefs of their own hearts 
inclines them. If thefe reflections are juft 
upon the moral relations in which we ftand 
to each other, let us clofe the examination 
with a fhort refle(ftion upon the great relation 
in which we ft and to God. 
. The fii'fl: and more natural thought on this 
fubjedt, which at one time or other will thrufl; 
itfelfupon every man's mind, is this, — ^That 
there is a God who made me, — to whofe gift 
I owe all the powers and faculties of my foul, 
to whofe providence I owe all the bleffings of 
my life, and by whofe permiffion it is that I 
exercife and enjoy them ; that I am placed 
in this world as a creature of but a day, 
haftening to the place from whence I fliall 
not return : — that I am accountable for my 
condud: and behaviour to this great and 
wifeft of Beings, before whofe judgment-feat 
I muft: finally appear and receive the things 
done in my body, — whether they are good or 
whether they are bad. 
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Can any one doubt but the inoft inconfi- 
derate of men fomctinies fit down coolly, and 
make fome fuch plain reflections as thefe up- 
on their ftate and condition ? — or, that after 
they have made them, can one imagine they 
lofe all efFe6t ? — As little appearance as there 
is of religion in the world, there is a great deal 
of its influence felt in its affairs;— nor can 
Que fo root out the principles of it, but Hke 
nature they ^vill return again, and give checks 
and interruptions to guilty purfuits. There 
are feafons when the thoughts of a jufl: God 
overlooking, and the terror of an after-reckon- 
ing, have made the mod determined tremble 
9fld flop fliort in the execution of a wicked 
jHirpofe ; and ♦ if we conceive that the worll 
of. men lay fome reflraint upon themfelvcs 
from^the weight of this principle, what fliall 
we think of the good and virtuous part of the 
world, who live under the perpetual influence 
of it^— who facrifice their apj)etites and paf- 
iiQns from a confcioufnefs of their duty to 
God ; and confider him as the objedl to 
whom they have dedicated their fervice, and 
make that the firft principle and ultimata 
end of all their actions ? — How many 
real and unafFed;ed inftances there are in the 
world of men thus governed, will not concern 
us fo much to enquire, as to take care that 
we are of the number : which may God grant, 
for tliq fake of Jefus Ghrift^ Amen. 
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TIME AND CHANCE. 



ECCtSS. IX. 11. 

I mumed and &w, under the fun, that the nit€u~h7st t6 the fWift^ 
^,^09 the battk to the ihx>ng,««Bckher yet bread lo the wife, MT 
y§t riches to'men of underftandins', tor yet favour to iHcii etf flc^ 

•^but time and chance happeneth to them all. 

* • • ■ - . . 

♦- - • 
. >■ 

VVHEN a-^mart cafts a look upon thk mt^ 
l&ncholj^^j^erlption of the^ world, and {€e$^ 
eontravy to «iU his guelTes and expei^tatiom,. 
what 'different fates attend the liv«s of ini»% 
-—how oft it happens in the world that tkieie 
is not even bread to the wilH nor rich#i^ tfr 
men of underftanding, &Cj — he h *pt td 
conclude, with a figh upon it,— in the wordf> 
tho' not in the fenle ot the wife man. That 
time and chance happeneth to them all.-^ 
That time and change, — apt feafons aftd fit 
conjunctures, have the greateft fway in ike 
turns and difpofals of mens' fortunes ;— -and 
tiiat, as thefe lucky hits (as they are called) 
happen W be for or againft a man,-~*tliey 
either open the way to his advancement 
Againft all obftacles, — of block it up againft 
aU helps and attempts. That, as the tesit 
intimates^ neither vn/domj nor mdepjiim^fig^ 
nox JkilU ihall be able to furraount them; 
However widely we may differ in our rea* 
fonings upon this obfervation of , Solomon's^ 
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the authority of the obfervatian is ftrong be* 
yond doubts and the e\'idence given of it ia 
all ages fo alternately eonfiniied by esLamples 
and complaints, as to leave the fe^ itfeif nu^ 
queftionable. — That things are earned oa in 
this world fometimes fb contrary to aD our 
reafonings, and the Teeming probabilities of 
fuccefs^ — that even the race is not to the 
fwift, nor tiie battle to the ftrong;— nay^ 
what is ftrariger ftill, — nor yet bread to the 
wife, who ffiould laft ft and in want of it; — 
nor yet riches to men of underftanding, who 
joti would thinh beft qualified to acquire 
them;~iiot yet favour to men of fldll^ whofe 
merit and pretences bid the faireft for it; — ^but 
that there are fomc feeret and nnfeen vrovk* 
ings in human affairs, which baffle all our en-« 
devours, — and turn afide the courie of things 
ia ftich a manner, — that the moft likely caui^ 
diiappoint and fail of producing for us the 
effect which we wiihed and naturally expedied 
firom thcip. 

You will fee a man, of whom was you to 
form a conje^^ure fron^k the appearance of 
things in hi* favour, — ^you would fay was fet- 
tii^ out in the world with the fair^ profpedt 
of making his fortune in it;-^with all the ad« 
vantages of jbirth to recommend him,— of 

{lerfonal merit to fpeak for him,*— and of 
iriends to help and pu(h him forwards: you 
wiU behold him, notwithftanding this, difap* 
pointed ifn every effie^ you might naturally 
Wve tooked fbr frimi them! every ftep he 
Uiktsk ttrwxeisf bin adK'ttacement, Ibmethmg 

inviiible 
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invifible (hall pull him back, fonie unforefeen 
obftacle Ihall rife up perpetually in his way, 
and keep him there. — In every application 
he makes,^ — ^fome untoward circumftance fliall 
blaft.it. — rile fliall rife early, — late take reft, 
-rrrand eat the bread of carefulnefs, — ^}^et fome 
happier man fliall ftill rife up, and ever itep 
in before him, and leave him ftruggling, to 
the end of his life, in the very fame place in 
which he fiiil began it. 

The hiftory of a fecond fliall, in all re- 
fpecls, be the contraft to this. He fliall come 
into the world with the moft unpromifmg ap- 
pearance»-^fliall fet forwards without fortune, 
without friends, — without talents to procure 
liim^ either the one or the other; — never- 
thelefs, you will fee tliis clouded profpe<9; 
brighten up infenfibly, unaccountably before 
him; every thing prefentcd in his way fliaJl 
turn out beyond his expectations ; — in Ijpite 
of that chain of unfurmountable difficulties 
which firft threatened him, — time and chance 
fliall open him .a way ;: — a feries of fuccefsful 
occurrences Ihall lead him by the hand to thd 
fummit of honour and fortune, and, in a 
word, without giving him the pains of think- 
ing, or the credit of projecting it, fliall place 
him in fafe poflbflion of all that ambition 
could wifli for. 

The hiftories of the lives and fortunes of 
men are full of inftances of • this nature^-^-^- 
where favourable times and lucky .iK^ideBta 
have done for them what .wif4oxA 4Mr .duA 
CQuld not : and therQ ia fcei$e^JMI(j(bQie«;lGbB 
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has,lived long in the world, who, upon look* 
ing backwards, will not difcover fuch a mix-- 
tare of thefe in the many fuccefsful turns 
which have happened in this life, as to leave 
him very little reafon to difpute againii the 
fad:, and, I fhould hope, as little upon the 
conclufions to be \lrawn from it. . 

Some, indeed, from a fuperficial view of 
this reprcfentation of things, have atheiftically 
inferred, — that becaufe there was fo much of 
lottery in this life, — and mere cafualty feemed 
to have fuch a fliare in the difpofal of our af- 
fairs, — that the providence of God flood neu- 
ter and unconcerned in their feveral workings, 
leaving them to the mercy of time and chance 
to be furthered or difappointed as fuch blind 
agents directed ; — whereas, in truth, the very 
oppofite conclufion follows : for, confider, — 
if a fuperior intelligent Power did not Ibme- 
times crofs and over-rule events in this world, 
— then our policies and defigns in it would 
always anfwer according to the wifdom and 
ftratagem in which they were laid, and every 
caufe, in the courfe of things, would produce 
its natural efFedt without variation. Now, as 
this is not the cafe, it neceflarily follows, 
from Solomon's reafoning, that, if the race is 
ijiot to the fwift, if knowledge and learning do 
not always fecure men from want, — ^nor care 
and induftry always make men rich, — nor art 
and ikill infEllibly make men high in the 
^orld, that.lbeyre is fome other caufe which 
mingles itlMfin humai:i affairs, and governs 
sod timia^feMg^^ which caufe can 
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be no other than the Firft Canfe of all things, 
and the fecret and over-ruling providence of 
tfiat Almighty God, who, though his dwelling 
» ft> high, yet he humbleth himfelf to behead 
the things that are done on earth, railing up 
the poor out ot* the dull, and lifting tl^ begg9r 
from the dunghill ; and, contrary to all hopes, 
putting him with princes, even with the 
princes of his people ; which, by the way, was 
the cafe of David, who makes the acknow- 
ledgment.— And, no doubt,— one reafon 
why God has fele6ted to his own difpofal fo 
many inltances as this, w|aere events have run 
counter to alt probabilities, — was to give tef-» 
timony to his providehce in governing the 
world, and to engage us to a confideration and 
dependence upon it, for the event and fuccels 
of our undertakings** For undoubtedly, — 
as I laid, it fliould feem but fuitable to na- 
ture s laws, that the race (hould ever be to 
the fwift, — and the battle to the ftrong;^ — 
jt is reafonable that the beft contrivances and 
means ihould have beft fuccefs; — and fince it 
often falls out otherwife in the cafe pf man, 
where the wifeft projects are overthrown, — 
and the moft hopeful means are blafted, and 
time and chance happen to all, — you mnft call 
on the Deity to untie this knot : — for though 
at fundry times, — fundry events fell out, — ' 
which we, who look no farther than the 
events themfelvdj, call Chance, becaufe they 
iall out quite contrary both to our intentioiu^ 
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Hiid oUr hopes, — ^yet at the fame time, ia 
j^fpedt of God s providence over-rulinff ia 
thefe ev^>nts, it were profane to call tliem 
chance^ for they are pure defigoation; and 
lliough invifible, ai'e ftill the regular difpenta*^ 
ticms of the fuperintending power of that Al- 
mighty lining from whom all the laws and 
powers of nature are derived ; who, as be has 
appointed, — fo holds them as iiiilruments in 
his hand : and, without invading the liberty 
and free will of his creatures, can turn the 
paffions and defires of their hearts to fulfil his 
own righteoufnefs, and work fuch eflfetls in 
human affairs, which to us feem merely tafual^ 
— but to him certain and determined; and 
what his infinite wifdota lees neceflary to be 
brought about for the government and prefer* 
vation of the world, over which Providence 
perpetually prefides. 

When the fons of Jacob had call their 
brother Jofeph into the pit for his deftru<9;ion, 
- — one would think, if ever any incident which 
concerned the life of man deferved to be 
called Chance, it was this. — ^That the com- 
pany of the Iflimaelites fliould happen to pafs 
by, in that open country, at that very place, 
at that time too, when this barbarity was com- 
mitted. After he was refcued by fo favour- 
able a contingency, — ^his life and future for- 
tune ftill depended upon a feries of contin- 
gencies equally improbable ; for inftance, had 
the bufinefs of the Iflimaelites who bought 
him, carried them from Gilead to any other 
part ol'tfae world befides £gypt : or, when they 

arrived 
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arrived there, had they fold then* bond-flave 
to any other man but Potiphar, throughout 
the whole empire; — or, after that difpofal, 
had the unjuft accufations of his mafter's wife 
caft the youth into any other dungeon than 
that where the king's prifoncrs were kept ; — ^ 
or had it fallen out at any other crifis than 
wlien Pharaoh'&chief butler was caft there too, 
— had this, or any other of thefc events fallen 
out otherwife than it did, — a feries of un- 
mei'ited misfortunes had overwhelmed him, — 
and in confequence, the whole land of Egypt 
and Canaan. From the firft opening to the 
conclufion of this long and interefting tranf- 
a6tion, the Providence of God fufFcred every 
thing to take its courfc: — the malice and 
cruelty of Jofeph's brethren MTOu^ht their 
worll mifchief againft him; banimed him 
from his country and the proteftion of his 
parent.^ — ^^fhc luft and bafenefs of a difap- 
pointed woman funk him ftill deeper;-— 
loaded his chara6ier with an unjuft reproach; 
—and, to complete his ruin, doomed hinii 
friendlefe, to the miferies of a hopelefs prifon, 
where he lay neglefted. Providence, though 
it did not crofs thefe events, — yet Providence 
bent them to the moft merciful ends. When 
the whole drama was opened, then the wifdom 
and contrivance of every part of it was dif- 
played. Then it appeared, it was not they 
(as the patriarch inferred in confolation of his 
brethren) it was not they that fold him, but 
6od5-^'twas he fent him thither before 
them;— his fuperintending power availed it- 

felf 



<4 



«6 
4< 



SERMON Vni. in 

N. 

fdf'of their paffions, — dirciSed the opera- 
tions of them, held the chain in his hand^ and 
turned and wound it to his own purpofc. " Ye 
verily thought evil againft me, — but God 
meant it for good ;'' — ^ ye, had the guilt of a 
•bad intention, — his providence the glory of 

* accomplifliing a good one, by prelerving 
you a poflerity upon the earth, and bring- 

'ing to pafs as it is this day, to fave much 
people alive/' — All liiftory is full pf fuch 
teftimonies; which, tho' they may convince 
thofe who look no deeper than. the furfjace of 
things, tliat time and chance happen to all,-^— ^ 
yet to thofe who look deeper; they manifeft 
at the fame, time, that there is a hand much 
bufier in human affairs than what we vainly 
calculate ; which though the proje6loi's of this 
wotld overlook, — 6v. at leaft. make no ajlgw- 
ance for in the formation of their plans, .they 
generally find in the execution of therav . And 
though the faitalift may urge,: that every ^v^i\ 
in this life is brought about ibyi th©j a^ittiiluy 
and chains of Jnatmr&l jdaufes^-rr^yetiiiu^tlfrt^r, 
let him go one fteplhi^her,**-aiid :a(Mjfider,-t-^ 
whofe power it is that enables thefe caulbs 
to work;— whofe knowledge it is that fore- 
fees what will be their effecils; — whofe gopd- 
nefs it is that is invifibly conducting them 
forwards to the bell and greateil ends, for th^ 
happinefs of his creatures. 

So that, 95 a great reafoner juftly diftin- 
fifties upon this point, — ' It is not only re- 

* ligioully fpeaking, but, with the ftri^telt and 

* molt philofophical truth of cxprellion, that 

the 
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* thcfcripture tfclls uSyihatGod commandeihitie 

• ravens; — that they are his dire6iions which 

• the winds and the feas obey. If his fen^ant 

* hides himfelf by the brook, fuch an order 

* of caufes and cffedls (hall be laid,— -that idic 

• fowls of the air fliall minifter to his fupport. 

• When this tefource fails, and his prophet is 

♦ dired;ed to go to Zarephath, — for tnat he 

* has commanded a widow woman ther^ to 

• ibflain him, — the fame hand which leads the 

• prophet to the gate of tlie city, — £baU lead 

* forth the diftrefled widow to the fame placer 

* to take him under her roof; and though, 
^ upon the impulie of a different occaiion^ 
^ ihidl neveilhelels be made to fulfil his pn> 
^ miib and intention of their mutual pre* 
^ fervation/ 

Hms much for the truth and illufiratioo of 
this great a^nd fundamental do6i;rine of a Pro^ 
Tidence; the belief of which is of fuch con- 
fequence to us^ as to foe the great fupport aud 
comfort of our livies. 

Juftly^ therefore^ might the P(almift upon 
this declaration, that the Lord is King^ — con- 
clude. That the earth may be glad therefore; 
yea, the multitude of the ifles may be glad 
thereof. 

May God grant the pei'fuafion may make 
us as virtuous as it has reafon to make us joy- 
ful ! and that it may bring forth in us the 
fruits of good living, to his praife &ad glory! 
*— 4o whom be all might, majelly, and domir 
nion, now and for evermore ! Amen* 
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T^iktn was fulfilled that which was fppken by Jeremy the prophet, 
J4iy]nflr^.^In Rama was there a voice heard> lamentation, and 
weeping, and great mourning ; Rachel weeping for her children, 
and would not be comforted, becaufie they are not. 

The words which St. Matthew xttes here 
as fulfilled by the cruelty and ambition of 
Herod, — are in the 31ft chapter of Jereniiah^ 
the 15th verfe. In the foregoing chapter, the 
jMTophet having declared God's intention of 
turning the mourning of his people into joy, 
by the reftoration of the tribes which -had 
been led away captive into Babylon, — ^he pro- 
ceeds, in the beginning of this chapter, which 
contains this prophecy, to give a more parti- 
cular defcription of the great joy ahd feftivity 
of that promifed day, when they were to' 1^ 
turn once more to their own land,* to enter 
upon their ancient poffeffions, and enjoy 
again all the privileges they had loft; and 
amongft others, and what was above them all, 
—the favour and prote6tion of God, and the 
continuation of his mercies to them and their 
pofterity. 

To make, therefore, the impreffion of this 

change tihe ftronger upon tl^eir minds,— ^he 

■ ' . • 'I 
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gives a very pathetic reprefentation of the pre- 
ceding foiTow on that day when they were 
iii'ft led away captive. 

Thus faith the Lord, a voice was heard in 
Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping : Ra- 
chel weeping for her children, refuling to be 
comforted, becaufe they wefe not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beauty of 
this defcription, it is to be remembered that 
the tomb of Rachel, Jacob's beloved wife, as 
we read in the 35th of Genefis, was fituated 
near Rama, and betwixt that place and Beth- 
lehem. Upon which circuinftance the pro- 
phet raifes one of the moft affecting fcenes 
that could be conceived; for as the tribes in 
their forrowful jouraey betwixt Rama and 
Bethlehem, in their way to Babylon, were 
fuppofcd to pafs by this monumental pillar of 
their anceftor Rachel, Jacob's wife, the pro* 
phet, by a common liberty in rhetoric, intro- 
duces her as rifing up out of her fepulchre, 
and as the common mother of two of their 
tribes, weeping for her children, bewailing 
the fad cataftrophe of her pofterity led away 
into a Ihange land, — refufmg to be com- 
forted, becaufe they were not; — loft and cut 
off from their country, and, in all likelihood, 
never to be reftored back to her again, 

^riie Jewifli interpreters fay upon this, that 
the patriarch Jacob buried Rachel in this 
very pla?.^, forefeeing by the fpirit of pro- 
.phecy, that his pofterity ihould that way be 
led captive, that ftie might, as they paffed 
her, intercedo^tpx theiB. . 
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But this fanciful fuperftru6ture upoh the 
paffage, feems to be little elfe than a mere 
dreain of fome of the Jewifli doctors; and 
indeed had they not dreamt it when they did, 
'tis great odds, but fome of the Romilh 
dreamere Avould have hit upon it before now. 
For as it favours the do6lrine of interceffibns; 
• — ^if there had not been undeniable vouchers 
for the real inventors of the conceit, one 
ihould much fooner have fought for it among 
the oral traditions of this church, than in the 
Talmud, — where it is. 

But this by the bye. There is ft ill another 
interpretation of the words here cited by 
St. Matthew, which altogether excludes this 
fcenical reprefentation I have given of them. 
' — By which 'tis thought that the lamentatioii 
of Rachel here defcribed, has no immediate 
reference to Rachel, Jacob's wife, but that it 
limply alludes to the forrows of her defcend- 
ants, the diftreifed mothers of tjie tribes of 
Benjamin and Ephraim, who might accom^ 
pany their children led into captivity as far 
as Rama, in their way to Babylon, who wept 
arid wailed ypon this lad occafion, and, as the 
prophet defcribes them in the perfon of Ra- 
chel, refufing to be comforted for the lofs of 
her children; looking upon their depaiture 
without hope or profpecft of ever beholding a 
return. 

Whichever of the two fenfes you give the 
words Lof the prophet, the application of them 
by the evjangelift is equally jufi and faithful i 
for as the former fcen(? he relates. was tranf- 

I 2 aded 
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a6led upon the very fame ftage, — in the fame 
diftridi of Bethlehem, near Rama, where fo 
many mothers of the fame tribe now fufiered 
this fecond moft aflfedling blow, — the words 
of Jeremiah, as the evangelift obferves, were 
literally accompliihed; and, no doubt, in 
that horrid day, a voice was heard again in 
Kama; lamentation and bitter weeping: — 
Rachel weeping for her children, and refufmg 
to be comforted;^ — every Bethlehemitim 
mother involved in this calamity, beholding 
it with hopelefs forrow, — ^gave vent to it, — 
each one bewailing her children, and lament- 
ing the hardnefs of their lot, with tiie anguifh 
of a heart as incapable of coniblation as they 
were of redrefs. Monftcr! — could no con- 
iideration of all this tender forrow ftay thy 
hands? — Could no reflection upon fo much 
bitter lamentation, throughout the coafts of 
Bethlehem, interpofe and plead in behalf of 
fo many wretched objedls as this tragedy 
would make? — Was tliere no way open to 
ambition, but that thou muft trample upon 
the affed;ions of nature ? Could no pity for 
tlie innocence of childhood, — no fympathy 
for the yearnings of parental love, incline 
thee to foine other meafures for thy fecurity, 
' — but thou muft thus pitilefsly rufli in, — rtake 
the victim by violence, — tear it from the em- 
braces of the mother, — offer it up before her 
eyes,— r-leave her difconfolate for. eveop, — ? 
broken-hearted with a lofs, — fo afiectiag km 
itfelf,-— fo circumfianced with horror^ thiRl 
no time, how friendly foever to' the 
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fill, — (hould ever be able to wear out the 
imprenion ? 

There is nothing in which the mind of man 
is more divided than in accounts of this horrid* 
nature. — For when we confider man as 
fafhioned by his Maker, — innocent and up- 
right, — full of the tendereft difpofitions, — 
with a heart inclining him to kindnefs, and 
the love and protection of his fpecics, — this 
idea of him would almoft fliake the credit of 
fuch accounts : — fo that to clear them, — ^we 
are forced to take a fecond view of man, — 
very different from this favourable one, in 
which we infenlibly reprefent him to our 
imaginations ; —that is, — we are obliged to 
conlider him, — not as he was made, — but as 
he is; — a creature by the violence and irre- 
gularity of his paffions, capable of being per- 
verted from all thefe friendly and benevolent 
propenfities, and fometimes hurried into ex- 
cefles fo oppofite to them, as to render the 
moft unnatural and horrid accounts of what 
he does but too probable. — ^I'he truth of this 
obfervation will be exemplified in the cale 
before us. For next to the faith and cha- 
racter of the hiftorian who reports fuch fa6ts, 
— ^the particular chara<^ter of the peifon who 
committed them, is to be confidered as a 
voucher for their truth and credibility ;— and 
if, upon enquiry, it appears, that the man 
adied but confittent with himfelf, — and juft 
fo you would have expefted* from his prin- 
ciples, — ^the credit of Iffi^ lU^mtf k reft^d, 

"'^ V and 
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and the fa6l related ftauds incon tellable, from 
foftrong and concurring an evidence on its fide. 
With this view, it may not be an unaccept- 
able application of the remaining part of a 
difcourfe upon this day, to give you a (ketch 
of the charad:er of Herod, — not as dnaivn 
from Scripture, — for in general it fumiihes 
lis with few materials for fuch defcriptions ; — 
the facred Scripture cuts off* in few words the 
hiftory of the ungodly, how great focver 
they wore in the eyes of the world ; — and, 
on the other hand, dwells largely upon the 
fmajleft actions of the righteous. — We fipd 
^11 the circumff ances of the lives of Abraham, 
Ifaac, Jacob, and Jofcph, recorded in the mi- 
nuteft manner. — The wicked feem only men- 
tioned with regret; juft brought upon the 
ftage, on purpofe to be condemned. The 
liife and advantage of which conduct — is, I 
fuppofe, the reafon, — as in general it enlarges 
on no charafter but what is worthy of imi- 
tation, Tis however undeniable, that the 
lives of bad men are not without ufe;— 9,nd 
whenever, fuph a one is drawn, not with a 
corrupt view to be admired, — but on purpofe 
to be} detpfted,— it muft excite fuch a horror 
againft vice, as will ftrike indired;ly the fame 
good impreffion. And though it is painful ia 
the lail degree to paint a man in the ihadeis^ 
which his vices have caft upon him, — ^yet 
wheq it feryes this end, and at the fame time 
illullrates a point in facred hiftory,. — it carries 
its own excijile with it. . s 
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This Herod, therefore, of whom the evan- 
g^lift fpeaks, if you take a fuperficial view of 
his life, you would lay was a compound of 
good and evil; — that though he was certainly 
a bad man, — ^}-et you would think the mafs 
was tempered at the fame time with a mix- 
ture of good qualities; fo that in courfe, as 
is not uncommon, lie would appear with two 
chara6lers, very different from each other. 
If you looked on the more favourable lide, 
you would fee a man of great addrefs, — 
popular in his behaviour,-^geuerous, — prince- 
like in his entertainments and expences, — 
and, in a word, let off with all fuch virtues 
and fliowy praperties as bid high for the 
countenance and approbation of the world. 

View him in another light, he was an am- 
bitious, deligning man, — fufpicious of all the 
world, — ^rapacious, — implacable in his tem- 
per,— without fenfe of religion— or, feeling 
of humanity. — Now, in all fuch complex 
characters as this, — the way the world ufually 
judges is, — to fum up the good and the bad 
againii each other, — dedudt the leffer of thefe 
articles from the greater, and (as we do in 
pading other accounts) give credit to the 
man for what remains upon the balance. — 
Now, though this feems a fair, — ^yet I fear it 
is often a fallacious reckoning, — which, tho* 
it may ferve in many ordinary cafes of private 
life, yet will not hold good in the more noto- 
rious inftai^ces of men s lives, efpeqially when 
ib coniplicated with good and bad, as to ex- 
ceed ^u con^mpn bounds and proportions. — 

)4 Not 
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Not to be deceived in fuch cafes, we muft 
work by a diflferent rul6; which, though it 
may appear lefs candid, — ^yet, to make 
amends, I am perfuaded will bring us in 
general much nearer to the thing we want,-^— 
which is truth : the way to which is,— in all 
judgments of this kind, to diftinguifh and 
carry in your eye the principal and ruling 
paflion which leads the character, — and fepa- 
ratt? that from the other parts of it;*— and 
then take notice, how far his other qualities, 
good and bad, are brought to ferve and fup- 
port tliat. For want of this diftin6lion, we 
often think ourfclves inconfiftent creatures 
when we are the fartheft from it j arid all the 
variety of fhapes and contradictory appear-^ 
ances we put on, are in truth but fo many 
different attempts to gtatify the fame govern- 
ing appetite. 

With this clew, let us endeavour to unravel 
this character of Herod as here given. 

The firft thing which ftrikes one in it, is 
Ambition, — an immoderate thirft, as well as. 
jealoufy, of power, — How inconfiftent fdfever 
in other parts, his charad;er appears invariable 
in this, — and every a6tion oi his life was true 
to it. — From hence we may venture to con- 
clude, that this was his ruling paflion ; — and 
that moft, if not all the other wheels, were 
put in motion by this firft fpring. Now let 
us confider bow far this was the cafe in fad^. 

T6 begin with the ^^vorft part of him,*-^I 
faid he was a man of no fenfe of reUgioiu or 
at leaftno-other fenfe of it but that which' 

ferved 
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fcrted liis turn ; — for he is recorded to liav© 
built temples in Judaea, and ere<!^ed images 
in theffl for idolatrous worftiip, — not from a 

Jerfuafion of doing right, for he was bred a 
ew, and confequently taught to abhor all 
idolatry ;— but Tie was in truth facrificing all 
this time to a greater id6l of his own, — •his 
ruling paffion ; for, if we may truft Jofephus, 
his fole view in fo grofs a compliance was to 
ingratiate himfelf with Augullus and the 
great men of Rome, from whom he held his 
power, — AVith this he was greedy and rapa- 
cious-' — How could he be othcrwife, with fo 
deyouring an appetite as ambition to provide 
for ? — ^He was jealous in his nature, and fuf- 
picious of all the world. — Shew me an ambi- 
tious man that is not fo ; for as fuch a man s 
hand, like Khmaers, is againft every man, — 
he concludes, that every man s hand in courfe' 
is ftgainft him. 

Few men were ever guilty of more afto- 
nifliing. kGLs of cruelty ; — and yet the parti- 
cular inftances of them in Herod were fuch 
a^ he was humed into by the alarms this 
waking jpaffioh perpetually gave him. He 
put the wh6le Sanhedrim to the fword, — 
iparing neither age, wifdom, nor merit t — 
Une cannot fuppofe, (imply from an ifecli-^ 
nation to craelty :— no ;— they had oppofed 
the eftabliihment of his power at Jerufalem. 

His own fons, two hopeful youths, he cut 
off by a iTiiblic e,xecution !— The worft men 
have natntal afFe6tion ; — and fuch a ftroke as 
this wouM run fo contrary to the natural 

workings 
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workiags of it, that you are forced to fuppofe 
the impulfe of fome more violent inclination 
to over-rule and conquer it. — And fo it was ; 
for the Jewilli hiftorian tells us, 'twas jealoufy 
of powier, hi? darling objedi, — of whichf he 
feared they would one day or other difpoflefs 
him : — iufficicnt inducement to tranfport a 
man of fuch a temper into the bloodieft ex- 
cefles. 

llms far this one fatal and extravagant 
pafiion accounts for the dark fide of Herod's 
character. This governing principle being 
firll laid open, — all his other bad actions fol- 
low in courfe, like fo many lymptomatic com- 
plaints from the fame diftemper. 
. Let us fee if this was not the cafe even of 
his virtues too. 

At firft light, it feems a myftcry — how a 
man lb black as Herod has been thus far de- 
fcribcd, — Ihould be able to fupport himfelf 
in the favour and friendfliip of fo wife and 
penetrating a body of men as the Boman fe- 
nate, of whom he held his power ! To comi- 
terbalance the weight of fp bad and detefted 
a chara<Sler^"-and be fiblc to bear it up as 
Herod did, one would think he muft have 
been mafter of fome great fecret, worth en- 
quiring after. — He was fo, . Bvt Uiat fecret 
was no other than wh<it appears pu this re- 
yeife of his chara<9ier.r— He .was ^ perfon of 
great acldrejfe;-— popular in. his outward be- 
haviour. — He was generous, prince-like in 
his entertaiiHneijits and expences. , The world, 
was thenar corrupt,, at le?ill,^s 90iHr,*7*^ct, 

Herod 
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Herod underftood it; — knew at what price 
it Was to be bought, — and what qualities 
would bid the higheft for its good word and 
apprdbation. 

Andj in truth, he judged this matter fo well, 
— that^ notwitbftanding the general odium 
and prepofleffion which arofe againft fo hate- 
ful a character, — in fpite of all the impref- 
iions from fo many repeated complaints of 
his cruelties and oppreffions, — he yet ftem- 
med the torrent ; — and, by the fpecious diA 
play of thefe popular virtues, bore himfelf 
up againfl it all his life ; — fo that, at length, 
when he was fummoned to Rome to anlwer 
for. his crimes, — ^Jofephus tells us, — that by 
the mere magnificence of his expences, — and 
the apparent generofity of his behaviour, he 
entirely confuted the whole charge; — and fo 
ingratiated himfelf with the Roman fenate, — 
aijici. won the heart of Auguftus (as he had that 
of Anthony before) that he ever after had his 
favour and kindnefs : — which I cannot men- 
tion without adding, that it is an eternal ftain 
upon the character and memory of Auguftus, 
that he fold his cpuntenance and prote<9:ion 
to fo bad a man, for fo mean and bafe a con- 
jpderation, 

. yrom this point of view, if we look back 
upon Herod, — his beft qualities will Ihrink 
into.little room ; and how glittering foever in 
appearance, Avheu brought to this balance, 
are found wanting. And, in truth, if we 
jyould not willingly be deceived in the value 
pfany .vjrtue oV iet of virtues .iu fo complex a 
• character. 
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charadcr, — we mull call them to this very 
account; examine whom they ferve, what 
paffion and what principle they have for 
their mafter. When this is underftood, the 
whole clew is unravelled at once, and the 
character of Herod, as complicated as it is 
given us in hillorj^ — ^when thus analyfed, i» 
lumnied up in three words, — * That he was 

* a man of unbounded ambition, who ftuck 

* at nothing to gratify it ;'— fo that not only 
his vices were minifterial to his ruling paf* 
fion, but his virtues too (if they deferve the 
name) were drawni in, and lilled into the 
fame fen^ce. 

Thus much for the chamcfter of Herod ;— 
the critical review of which has many obvious 
ufes, to' which I may truft you, having time 
but to mention that particular one which 
firfl led me into 'this examination ; — namely^ 
That all objections againft the evangelift's 
account of tins day's flaughter of the Beth-^ 

lehemitifli infants, — from the incredibility of 
ib horrid an account, — are filcnced by this 
account of the man ; lince, in this, he adted 
but like himfelf, and juft fo as you would ex- 
pedl in the fame circumftances, from every 
ma-n of fo ambitious a head — and fo bad a 
heart — Confider, what havoc ambition has 
made !— how often the fame tragedy h^ 
been a(9:ed upon larger theati'es,~^"Where not 
only the innocence of childhood, — or the 
grey hairs of the aged, have'founid Ho pro* 
te6ti6n,— but whole countriesi withdut dil-. 
tindion, have beeti put to t^e fiifbi^ 1*'^^ 
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what is as cruel, have been driven forth to 
nakednefs and famine, to make way for new 
ones, under the guidance of this paffion. — 
For a fpecimen of this, refle6t upon the ftory 
TCSlated by Plutarch ; when, by the order of 
the Roman fenate, feventy populous cities 
were unawares facked and deftroyed, at one 
prefixed hour, by P. jEmilius; — ^by whom 
one hundred and fifty thoufand unhappy 
J)eople were driven in one day into captivity, 
— ^to be fold to the higheft bidder, — to end 
their days in cruel iabgiu* and anguifli ! As 
ailoniihing as the account before us is, it va- 
liiflies into nothing from fuch views, fince it is 
plain, from all hiftory, that there is no wicked- 
nefs too great for fo unbounded a caufe, — and 
that the moft horrid accounts in hifl;ory are, 
as I faid above, but too probable effects of it. 
May God of his naercy defend mankind 
from future experiments of this kind !— and 
grant we may make a proper ufe of them* 
for the fake of Jefus Chrift 1 Amen. 
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JOBS ACCOUNT OF THE SHORTNESS. ANiflf., 
TROUBLES or LIF£ CONSIDERED. :. 
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lOB XlV. I, 2. ' 

l/bn that is. bom of a .wotnan, is of few daysi and full of trouble ;U4 
He Cometh forth like a flower} and is cut down ; he flceth alio 
as a Ihadow, and continueth not. 

XhERR is fomething in this reflexion df 
holy Job's, upon the fhortnefs of life and in- 
liability of hdman affairs, fo bea'ntiful aiid 
truly fublime, that one might challenge the 
writings of the moft celebrated orators of an- 
tiquity to produce a Ijpeciinen of eloquence 
ib noble and thoroughly affedling. Whether 
this effe6l be owing in forae meafure to the 
pathetic nature of the fubjedt refle6t:ed on) 
or to the eaftern manner of expreiiion, in ^ 
ftyle more exalted and fuitable to fo great a 
fubjedt; or, which is the more likely account^ 
becaufe they are properly the words of that 
Being who firft infpired man with language, 
and taught his mouth to utter ; who opened 
the lips of the dumb, and niadc the tongue of 
the infant eloquent ; — to which of thefe we 
are to refer the beauty and ftiblimity of this, 
as well as that of numberlefs other paffages 
in holy writ, may not feem now material ; 
but furely, without thefe helps never man 
was better qualified to make juft and noble 
]refle6lions upon the Ihortnefs of life and in- 

8 ftabiUtj^' 
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ftability of human afFaii-s, than Job was, who 
had hirafelf waded through fuch a lea of 
troubles, and in his paffage had encountered 
many viciffitudes of ftorms and funlliine, and 
by turns had felt both the extremes of all the 
happinefs and all the wretchednefs that mor- 
tal man is heir to. 

The beginning of his days was crowned 
with every thing that ambition could wifli 
for; — he was the greatelt of all the men of 
the ^aft, — ^had large and unbounded poffel^ 
fions, and no doubt enjoyed all the comforts 
and advantages of life which they could ad- 
tninifter, — Perhaps you will fay a wife man 
might not be inclined to give a full loofe to 
this kind of happinefs, without fome better 
fecurity for the fupport of it than the mere 
poflefiion of fuch goods of fortune, which 
often flip from under us, and fometimes un- 
accountably make themfelves wings and fly 
away. — But he had that fecurity too; — for 
the hand of Providence which had thus far 
prote<9;ed, was fi;ill leading him forwards, and 
jleemed engaged in the prefervation and con- 
tinuance of thefe bleflings. — God had fet a 
hedge about him, and about all that he had 
on every fide ; he had bleffed all the works 
of his hands, and his fubfl:ance increafed 
every day. Indeed even with this fecurity, 
riches to him that hath neither child nor bro- 
ther,, as the wife man obferves, infl:ead of a 
comfort, prove fometimes a fore travel and 
vexation. — The mind of man is not always 
fatisfied with' the reafonable affurance of its 
. i own 
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own enjoyments, but will look . fonrardsi 
as if it difcovers Ibme imaginary void ; th« 
want of fome beloved obje<^ to fill his {^Iac0 
after lum, will often difquiet itfelf in vain, 
and fay, " For whom do I labdur, and be* 
" reave my felf of reft ?*' 

Tliis bar to his happinefs God had lik^wife 
taken away, in bleffing him with a numerous 
offspring of fons and daughters, the apparent 
inheritors of all bis prefent happinefs. — Pleaf* 
ing refle6tion 1 to think the bleffings God 
has indulged one's felf in, fhall be handed and 
continued down to 9. man's own feed ! how 
little does this differ from a fecond enjoy- 
ment of then? to an affectionate parent, wjba 
paturally looks forward with as ftrong an in*- 
iereft upon his childrein, as if he was to ]iv^ 
over again in his own pofterity 1 

What could be wanting to finifh fuch a 
picture of a happy man ?^-Surely nothiflj 
except a virtuous difpofition to give a relil 
to thefe bleffings, and dire6l him to make a 
proper ufe of them. — He had that too ; fw 
he was a perfed: and upright man ; one that 
feared God and efchewed evil. 

In the midft of all this profperity, which ww 
as great as could well fall to the fl>are of oyie 
man ; — whilft all the world looked gay, and 
fmiled upon him, and every thing round him 
feemed to promife, if poflTible, an increafe of 
happinefs, — in ojtie inuant all is changed in- 
to fojrrow and utte** defpair 1 

It pl^iied G'Odf for wife purpofe3, to blaft 
the fortuoe* of Ms boufc, ajid cut 9S the 

hopes 
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hopes of his pofteritj, and, in one mournful 
day, to bring this great prince from his palace 
down to the dunghilL His flocks and herds, 
in which confifted the abundance of his 
wMtlth, were part confumed by a fire from 
heaven; the remainder taken away by the 
fword of the enemy : his fons and daughters, 
whom 'tis natural to imagine fo good a man 
had fo brought up in a fenfe of their duty, as 
to give him all reafonable hopes of much joy 
and pleafure in their future lives : — natural 
profped; for a parent to look fm* wards at, to 
recx)mpenfe him for the many cares and 
anxieties which their infancy had coft him ! 
thefe dear pledges of his future happinefs 
were all, all fnatched from him at one blow, 
juft at the time that one might imagine they 
were beginning to be the comfort and delight 
of his old age, which raoft wanted fuch flaves 
to lean on ; — and as circumftances add to an 
evil, fo they did to this ; — for it fell out, not 
only by a very calamitous accident, which 
was grievous enough in itfelf, but like wife up-* 
on the 'back of his other misfortunes, when he 
was ill prepared to bear fuch a Ihock ; and 
what would ftill add to it, it happened at an 
hour when he had leaft reafon to exped: 
it, when he would naturally think his chil- 
dren fecure and out of the way of danger : — 
" For whilft they were feafting and making 
'* merry in their eldeft brother s houfe, a 
** great wind out of the wildernefs fmote the 
^ four corners of the houfe, and it fell upon 
** them/' 
VOL. III. K Such 
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Such a concurrence of misfortunes is not 
the common lot of many ; and yet there are 
inftances of feme who have undergone as for 
vcre trials, and bravely ftruggled under them; 
perhaps by natural force of J'piuits, the advam 
.tages of health, and the cordial alTillance of 
a friend. And with tliefe helps, what may 
not a man fuftain? — But this was not Job's 
cafe ; for fcarce had thcfe evils fallen upon 
him, when he was not only borne down with 
a grievous diftemper which affli^ed him from 
the crown of his head to the fole of his foot, 
but likewife his three friends, in whofe kind 
confolations he might have found a medicine, 
— even the wife of his bofom, whofe duty it 
was with a gentle hand to have foftened all 
bis forrows, — inilead of doi ng this, they 
eruelly infulted and became the reproachers 
of his integrity ! O God ! what is man when 
thou bniifeft him, and makeft his burden 
heavier, as his ftrength grows lefs ! — Who, 
that had found himfelf thus an example of 
the many changes and chances of this mor- 
tal life; — when he confidered himfelf now 
ilripped and left deftitutc of fo many valu- 
able bleffings which the moment before thy 
providence had poured upon his head ; — whea 
he reficifled upon this gay delightfome ftruc- 
ture, in appearance fo ftrongly built,^fo pleaf-' 
ingly furrounded with every tiling that could 
flatter his hopes and wifhes, and beheld it all 
levelled with the ground in one moment, and 
the whole profpedl vanilh with it, like the 
defcription of an enchantmeirt, — whq | , fe/g 
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tliat had feen and felt the Ihock of fo fudden 
a revolution, would not have been furnilhed 
with juft and beautiful reflections upon the 
occafion, and faid with Job in the words of 
the text, tha^ *' Man that is bom of a woman, 
^' is of few days, and full of mifery ; — ^that he 
^* Cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down; 
^^ he fleeth alfo as a fliadow, and continueth 

^* not r 

The words of the text are an epitome of 
the natural and moral vanity of man ; and 
contain two diftinc^l declarations concerninsc 
Jiis ftate and condition in each refped;, 

Firlt, That he is a creature of fev/ days ; 
and fecondly, That thofe days are full of 
trouble. 

I fliall make fojiie refled;ions upon each of 
thefe in their order, and conclude with a prac-^ 
tical leflbn from the whole. 

And firil, That he is of few days. The com- 
parifon which Job makes ufe of, ' 1'hat man 
corneth forth like a flowei',' is extremely beau- 
tiful, and more to the purpofe tlian the moll 
elaborate proof, which in truth the fubje6l 
will not eafily admit of; — the fliortnefs of 
life being a point fo generally complained of 
in all ages fince the flood, and fo univerfally 
felt and acknowledged by the whole fpecies, 
as to require no evidence beyond a limilitude; 
the intent of which is not fo much to prove 
the fad;, as to illuftrate and place it in fuch 
a light as to ftrike us, and biiug theimpref- 
fion home ' to ourfelve& in >a more ' afieding 
manlier. * ■ • w ^ t :>b^,tit pd Jotuu^^ j jv .< C'li- ^ 
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Man comes forth, fays Job, like a flower, 
and is cut down ;— he is fent into the woild^ 
the faireft and nobleft part of God's works,^ 
fjailiioned after the image of his Creator with 
l^efpe^ to reafon and tlie great faculties of 
the mind ; he cometh forth glorious as the 
flower of the field : as it furpafies the vege- 
table world in beauty, fo does he the animal 
world in tbe glory and excellencies of bis na- 
ture. 

The one, — if no untimely accident oppreft 
it, fooB arrives at the full period of its per- 
feftion, — is fufFered to triumph for a few mo- 
ments, and is plucked up by the roots in the 
very pride and gayeft ftage of its being : — or, 
if it happens to eicapc the hands of violence, 
in a few days it neceffarily fickens of itfelf 
and dies away. 

Man likewife, though his progrefs is flower, 
and his duration fomething longer, yet the 
periods of his growth and declenfion are 
nearly the fame,) both in the nature and man- 
ner of them. 

If he efcapes the dangers which threaten 
.his tender years, he is foon got into the foil 
maturity and ftrength of life; and if he is 
fo fortunate as not to be hurried out of it 
then by accidents, by his own folly and in- 
temperance ;t— if he efcapes thefe, he natu-* 
rally decays of himfelf;— a period comes iaft 
upon him, beyond which he was not made to 
laft.-.^-'— Like a flower or fruit which may be 
plucked up by force before the time of tlieir 
maturity, yet cannot be made to outgrow thrf 
period 
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period when they are to fade and drop of 
themfelves ; when that comes, the band of 
nature then plucks them both off, nnd no 
art of the butanift can uphold the one, or 
ikill of the phyfician preferve the other, be- 
yond the periods to which their original 
frames and confhtutions were made to extend. 
As God has appointed and determined the 
feverai growths and decays of the vegetable 
race, fo he feems as evidently to have pre- 
feribed the fame laws to man, as well as all 
living creatures, in the firfl rudiments of 
which there are contained the fpecific powers 
. of their growth, duration, and extinftion ; 
and when the evolutions of thofe aniinal 
powers are exhaulled and run down, the 
creature expires and dies of itfelf, as ripe 
fruit fells from the tree, or a flower preferred 
beyond its bloom drops and pennies upon 
tiie ftalk. 

Thus much for this comparifon of Job's, 
which, though it is very poetical, yet conveys 

a juft idea of the thing referred to. " That 

*^ he fleeth alfo as a lliadow, and continueth 
** not," — is no lefs a faithful and fine reprc- 
ientation of the ihortnefs and vanity of hu- 
man life ; of which one cannot give a better 
explanation, than by referring to the original, 
mtti whence the picture was taken.— With 
how quick afuccetliou do days» months, and 
years pafs over our heads ! — how truly like 
a lliadow that departeth, do they flee a«iiv 
jnfenfibly, and Icaice leave an imurdiioii 
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^^^i 



134 SERMON X^ 

them back by refle6iion, and confider in 
wliat manner they have gone^ how unable 
are the beft of us to give a tolerable ac- 
count ! — and were it not for fome of the 
more remarkable ftages which have diilin- 
guiflicd a few periods of this rapid progrefs, 
— we fliould look back upon it all as' Ne- 
buchadnezzar did upon his dream when he 
awoke in the morning : — he was fenfible many, 
things had paflbd, and troubled him too, but 
had "paired on fo quickly, they had left no 
fcxnfteps behind, by which he could be ena- 
bled to trace them back. Melancholy acn 

count of the life of man ! which generally 
runs on in fuch a manner, as fcarce to allow 
time to make reflecilions which way it ha» 
gone ! 

How many of our firft years Aide by ijii the 
innocent fports of childhood, in which we 
arc not able to make reflections upon them! 
— liow many more thoughtlel's years efcape 
us in our youth, Avhen we are unwilling to 
do it, and are fo eager in the purfuit of plea-? 
fure, as to have no time to fpare, to flop and 
eoniidcr them ! 

- When graver and riper years come on, 
and we begin to think it time to reform and fet 
up for men of fenfe and condudl, then, the 
bufmefs and perplexing interefls of this world, 
and the endlefs plotting and contriving how. 
to make the moft of it, do fo wholly employ 
us, that we are too bufy to make .reflef^iQnA 
upon fo unprofitable a fubjecft. — A^ fantt^ifiii^ 
and children increajCe, fo .do bur afi(ex^i«|Nte. 
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And With them Ave multiplied our cares and 
toils for their prefervatlon and eftablifliment ; 
— all which take up our thoughts fo clofely, 
and poflTefs them fo long, that we are often 
overtaken by grey hairs before we fee them, 
or have found leifure to confider how far we 
were got, — what we have been doing,— and 
for what purpofe God fent us into the Avorld ! 
As man may juftly be faid to be of few days, 
confidered with refpedl to this hafty fuccef- 
lion of things, which foon carries him into 
the decline of his life,— fo may he likewife be 
faid to flee like a fliadow and continue not, 
when his duration is compared with other 

Earts of God's works, and even the works of 
is own hands, which outlaft him many gene- 
rations; — whilft (as Homer obferves) like 
leaves, one generation drops — and another 
fprings up, — to fall again and be forgotten. 

But when we farther confider his days in 
the light in which we ought chiefly to view 
them, as they appear in thy fight, O God ! 
with whom a thoufand years are but as yef-' 
terday ; when we reflect that this hand-breadth 
of life is all that is meafured out to man from 
that eternity for which he is created, how 
does his fliort fpan vanifli to nothing in the 
comparifon! 'Tis true^ the greatell portion 
of time will do the fame when compared 
with what is to come ; and therefore fo fliort 
and tranfitory a one as threefcore years and 
tfen, beyond which all is declared to be 
Jftbodrandforrow, ma^ the eafler be allowed : 
Mst^yiei^kom are we of that por- 

•^<"«^^^ > ^iSi^fetf jaw* 4 i tion, 
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tion^ iliort as it is! Do not ten thonfand 
accidents break off the llender thread of 
human life, long before it can be drawn out 
to that extent? — The new-born babe fkUs 
down an eafy prey, and moulders back again 
into dufl, like a tender bloflbm put forth in 
an untimely hour. — ^I'he hopeful youth in th« 
very pride and beauty of his life is cut off; 
fome cruel diftera|:)er or unthought-K)f acci-^ 
dent lays him proftrate upon the earth (to 
purfue Job's comparifon) like a blooming 
flower, fmit and llirivelled up with a malig- 
nant blaft. — In this ftage of life, chances mul- 
tiply upon u», — the feeds of dilbrders are 
ibwn by intern [>crance or negleft, — infectious 
dillenipers arc more ealily contra<fted ; when 
contradled, they rage with greater violence, 
and the fuccefs in many cafes is more doubt- 
ful, inlbmuch that they who have exercifed 
themfelves in computations of this kind^ tell 
us, " That one half of the whole fpecies 
" which am born into the world, go out of it 
^^ again, and arc all dead in fo fhoi t a fpace 
" as the firft feventeen years/' 

Tliefe reflecftions may be fufficient to illuf- 
trate the firll part of Job's declaration, " That 
•* man is of few days.** Let us examine the 
truth of the other, and fee whether he is not 
like wife full of trouble.. 

And here we muft not take our aceouut 
from the flattering outlide of things, which are 
generally fet off with a glittering appearaoee 
enough, efpecially in what ia called Hi^^ieK. 
Life, — Nor can we fafely truft the eiadaapaicOi 

1 iome 
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ibm6 of the more merry and thoughtlefs 
amongft us, who are fo fet upon the enjoy- 
ment of life, as feldorato refled; upon the trou- 
bles of it; — or who, perhaps, becaufe the^y 
are not yet come to t\m portion of their inhe- 
ritance, imagine it is not their common lot. 
T— Nor, lafUy, are we to form an idea of it from 
the delufive ftories of a few of the moll pro- 
fperous paffengers, who have fortunately failed 
tliix>ugh and eifcaj^ed the rougher toils and dif- 
treffes: — but we are to take our account from 
a clofe furvey of human life, and the real face 
oflhings, ftript of every thing that can palliate 
or gild it over. We mull hear the general 
complaint of all ages, and read the hiftories 
of mankind. If we look into them, and exa- 
mine them to the bottom, what do they con- 
tain but the hillory of fad and uncomfortable 
paflages, which a good-natured man cannot 
read but with oppreffion of fpirits ! — Confider 
the dreadful fucceflion of wars in one part or 
other of the earth, perpetuated from one 
centurv to another with fo little intermiffion, 
that mankind have fcarce had time to breathe 
from them, fince ambition firft came into the 
world ! confider the horrid effecfts of them in 
all thofe barbarous devaftations we read of, 
where whole nations have been put to the 
fword, or have been driven out to nakednefs 
and famine, to make room for new-comers ! 
— Confider how great a part of our fpecies, 
in all ages down to this, have been trod under 
the feet of cruel and capricious tyrants, who 
would neither bear then* cries, nor pity tfaeii: 

diftrelTes ! 
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diilreffes! — Confider flavery, — what it iSj — > 
how bitter a draught, and how many initlioni» 
have been made to drink of it ! — ^^vhich, if it 
can poifon all earthly happinefs, when exer^ 
eiied barely upon our bodies^ Mhat muft it 
be when it comprehends both the flavery of 
body and mind!— ^ To conceive this, look into 
the hillory of the Romilh church and her 
tyrants, or rather executioners^ who feem to 
have taken pleafure in the pangs and con- 
vullions of their fellow-creatures ! — Examine 
the inquilition, hear the melancholy notes 
founded in every cell } — Confider the anguifli 
of mock trials, and theexquifite tortures con- 
iequent thereupon, mercilefsly inflicted upon 
the unfortunate, where the racked and weary 
foul has fo often wilhed to take its leave,-^ 
but cruelly not fuffered to depart ! — Confider 
how many of thefe helplefs wretches have 
been hauled from thence in all periods of this 
tyrannic ufiirpation, to undergo the malTacres 
and flames to which a fklfeand a bloody reli- 
gion has condemned them I 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the more 
public caufes of the miferies of man are not 
iiifficient, let us behold him in another light, 
with rel'pedl to the more private caufes of 
them, and fee whether he is not full of trouble 
likewife there, and almoit born to it as na- 
turally as the fparks fly upwards. If we 
confider man as a creature full of w^ants and 
neceflities, whether real or imaginary, which 
he is not able to fupply of himfelf, — what a 
train of difappointments^ yexations^ and^ de- 

pendencie» 
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pendencies are to he feen iffuing from thence, 

to perplex and make his being uneafy ! 

How many joftHngs and hard ftruggles do we 
undergo, in making our way in the world ! — 
IJow baF)3aroufly held«back ! — How often and 
bafely overthrown, in aiming only at getting 
IjH'ead ! — How many of us never attain it, — at 
leaft not comfortably, — but, from various and 
unknown caufes, — eat it all our lives long in 
bitternefs ! 

If Ave fliift the fcene, and look upwards, 
towards thofe whofe lituation in lifefeems to 
place them above the foiTOws of this kind, 
yet where are they exempt from others ? Do 
not all ranks and conditions of men meetwith 
fad accidents and numberlefs calamities in 
other refpefls? which often make them go 
heavily all their lives long ! 
. How many fall into chronical infirmities, 
which render both their days and nights reft- 

lefs and infupportable ! How many of 

the higheff rank are tore up with ambition, or 
loured with: difappointments ! and how many 
ipore„ from a thoufand fecret caufes of dif- 
qviet, pine away in filence, and owe their 

deaths to forrow and dejedlion of heart ! 

If we call our eyes upon the loweft clafs and 
condition of life, — the fcene is more melan- 
choly ft ill .—Millions of our fellow-creatures, 
born to no inlieritance but poverty and trou-. 
ble, forced by the neceifity of their lots to 
drudgery and painful employments, and hard 
fet with that too, to get enough to keep them- 

felves 
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felves and families alive ! — So that npotk thiS 
t* hole» when we have examined the true ftate 
and condition of human lite, and have made 
fome allowances for a few fugacious, deceit- 
ful pleafures, there is fcarce any thing to be 
found which contradid;s Job's defcription of 
it. — ^Whichever way we look abroad, we fe6^ 
ibme legible chara^ers of what God firft de^ 
nouuced againii us, " That in forrow we 
" Ihould eat our bread, till we return to the 
•' ground from whence we were taken*/* 

iiut fome one will fay, W by are we thus to 
be put out of love Avith human life ? To 
what purpofe is it to expofc the dark fides of 
it to us, or enlai'ge upon the infirmities which 
are natural, and confeciucntly out of our 
power to redrefs ? 

I anfwer. That the fubje<ft is neverthetefs of 
great imjwrtance, fince it is necelTary every 
creature (liould underftand his prefent Hate 
and condition, to put him in mind of behav- 
ing fuitably to it. — Does not aft^ impartial 
furvey of man, — the holding up this glafs to 
Ihew him his defeats and natural infirmities, 
naturally tend to cure his pride, and clothe 
him with humility ? which is a drefs tiiat beft 
becomes a fliort-lived and a wretched crea- 
ture. — Doess not the confideration of the 
fliortnefs of our life, convince us of the wif- 
dom ol dedicating fo fmall a portion to the 
great pupoles of eternity ? 

* Mod of thcfe refie^iDns upon tKe mifeiieg of life are takcA 
froin Woollafton. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, When we refle<ft that this fpan of 
life, Ihort as it is, is chequered with fo many 
troubles, that there is nothing in this world 
fprings up, or can be enjoyed without a mix- 
ture of forrow, how iilfeniibly does it incline 
us to turn our eyes and affed:ions from ib 
gloomy a profpedl, and fix them upon that 
happier country, where afflictions cannot 
follow us, and where God will wipe away 
all tears from off our faces for ever and ever! 
Amen. 
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EVIL-SPEAKING, 

JAMES I. 26. 

}f any maa among you feem tp be . religious, and bridieth not hif 
Jongue, but deceiveth his own hearty that man's religion is vaip. 

Of the many duties owing both to God and 
pur neighbour, there are fcarce any men fo 
bad as not to acquit themfelves of fomej 
^nd few fo good, I fear, as to pra6tife all. 

Every man feejns willing enough to com-r 
pound the matter, and adopt fo much of the 
lyftem as will lealt interfere with his princi- 
pal and ruling paffion ; and for thofe parts 
w^liich would occafion a more troublefome opn 
pofition, to confider them as hard fayings, 
and fo leave them for thofe to pra(9:ife, whofe 
natural tempers are better fuited to the 
Struggle; fo that a man fliall be covetous, 
oppreffive, revengeful, neither a lover of truth 
nor common honefty, and yet at the fame 
time Ihall be very religious, and fo fq.n6lified, 
as not once to fail of paying his morning and 
evening facrifice to God. So, on the other 
hand, a man fliall live without God in the 
world, have neither any great fenfe of reli-r 
gion, nor indeed pretend to have any, and 
yet be of niceft honour, confcientioully juft 
and fair in all his dealings. And here it is 

that 
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that men generally betray themfelves, deceiv- 
iog, as the apoftle fays, their own hearts ; of 
which the inftances are fo various, in one 
degree or other, throughout human life, that 
one might fafely fay, the bulk of mankind 
live in fuch a contradiction to themfelves, 
that there is no character fo hard to be met 
with as one which, upon a critical examina- 
tion, will appear altogether uniform, and in 
iBvery point confiftent with itfelf. 

If fuch a contrail was only obfervable in 
the different ftages of a man's life, it would 
ceafe to be either a niatter of wonder or of 
Juft reproach. Age, experience, and much 
reflection, may naturally enough be fuppofed 
to alter a- man's fenfe of things, and fo en- 
tirely to transform him, that, not only m out- 
^vard appearances, but in the very caft and 
turn of his mind, he may be as unlike and 
different from the man he was twenty or 
thirty years ago, as he ever was from any 
jthing of his own fpecies. This, I iky, is 
naturally to be accounted for, and in fome 
cafes Height be praifeworthy too; but the 
obferyation is to be ipade of men in the fame 
period of their lives, that in the fame day, 
fometimes in the very fanje adlion, they are 
utterly inconfiftent and irreconcileable with 
themfelves. — Look at a man in one light, 
»nd he fliall feem wife, penetrating, difcreet, 
and brave ; behold him in another point of 
view, and you fee a creature all over folly 
^.nfi indifcretion, weak and tiniorous as cowar- 
dice 
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dice and indifcretion can make him. A man 
(hall appear gentle, courteous, and benevolent 
to all mankind : follow him into his own 
houfe, may be you fee a tyrant, niorofe and 
favage to all whofe bappinefs depends upon 
his kindnefs. . A third in his general beh*- 
riour is found to be generous, difintereftedl, 
humane, and friendly: — ^hear but the \;^d 
ftory of the ffiendlefs orphans, too creduloufliy 
trufting all. their little fubftance into his 
hands, and he fliall appear more fordid, niore 
pitylcfs and unjuft than the injured themfelres . 
have bitternefs to paint him. , Another ihall 
be charitable to the poor, uncharitable in his 
cenfures and opinions of all the reft of the 
world befides; — temperate in his appetites^ 
intemperate in his tongue : Ihall have too 
much confcience and religion to cheat the 
man who trufts him, and, perhaps, as far as 
the bufinefs of debtor and creditor extends, 
lliall be juft and fcrupulous to the uttermoft 
mite ; yet, in matters of full as great concern, 
where he is to have the handling of the party's 
reputation and good name, — tne deareft the. 
tendereft property the man has, he will do 
him irreparable damage, and rob him there 
without meafure or pity. 

And this feems to be that particular piece 
of inconfiftency and contradiction which the 
text is levelled at, in which the words feem 
fo pointed, as if St. James had known more 
flagrant inftances of this kind of delufiop 
than what had fallen under the obfervation 

of 
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of any of the reft of the apoftles ; he being 
more remarkably vehement and copious up- 
on that fubjeA than any other. 

©oiibtlefs, fome of his converts had been 
notorioufly wicked and Hcentious in this re- 
morfelefs pracStice of defamation and evil- 
fpeaking. Perhaps the holy man, thoitgh 
fpotlefs as an angel (for no charadler is too 
mcred for calumny to blacken) had gi'ievoufly 
fuffered himfelf, and, as his bleffed Mafter 
foretold him, had been cruelly reviled and 
evU fpoken of. 

All his labours in the gofpe], his unaflfeifted 
and perpetual fohcitude for the prefervation 
of his flock, his viratchings and faftings, his 
poverty, his natural fimplicity and innoccAce 
of life, all perhaps were not enough to defend 
him fi'om this unruly weapon, fo full of deadly 
poifon: — and what, in all likelihood, might 
move his forrow and indignation more, fome 
who fecnjoed the moft devout and zealous of 
all hvA fconverts, were the moft mercylefs and 
unchaiitable in that refped;: having a form 
of godlinefe, full of bitter envyings and ftrife. 

With fudi- it is" that he expoftulates fo 
largely in the third chapter of his epiftle: and 
there is fomething in his vivacity tempered 
with fuch ifie<Si:ion and concern, as well 
fuited the character of an infpired' manJ 
My brethren, fays the apoftle, thefe things 
ought liot to be. — ^The wifdom that is from 
above, is pure, peaceable, gentle, full of 
mercy, without partiality, without hypocrify. 
-^Tlie wifdom from above, — that heavenly 
. TOL. III. I religioa 
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yeYigibn which I have preached to you, iJi 
pure, alike, and confiftent with itfelf in all 
its parts ; like its great Author,/tis univerfally 
kind and benevolent in ^\l caff s. and circum-r 
fiances, tts firfl glad tickings were peape upon 
earth, goodrwiU towards inen; jits chief <:oraef-« 
i^ene, its moft diflinguiihing chara^cv is 
iiove, — ^tbat kind principle ^yhich brought it 
down, in the pure exercife of which eonfifts 
the chief enjoyment of Heaven,, from whence 
H came. But this pra^ice, my brethren,, 
cometh not from above, but it is earthly^ 
ibnfual, deviliih, full of confiiiipn and every 
fvil work* . Refledl then a moment : — Can a 
j^untain fend forth, at the fame place, fweet 
water and bitter? Can the fig-tree, my 
brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, 
£gs ? Lay your hands upon your hearts, and 
let your confciences fpeak. — Ought not the 
fame juft principle, which reflrains yott iroia 
cruelty and wrong in one cafe, equally to 
^'withhold you from it in another ?-rr-Shj9iald 
«ot charity and good-will^ like Ike pidocixile 
of life, circulating, llurough tlie imaliefli veiSbbb 
in every member^ ought it not to operate a» 
negularly upon you throughout, as well iif>on 
your words as upon your addons? 
; If a man is wife and endued wikt}iknomr>« 
ledg.e, let him fliew it out of agoodcenverla- 
t^im* with meeknefs of wifdom. But,-^if 
any man amongft you . feemeth iq^ be relin 
gious— ^(feemeth to be,- — ibrtruIy^i^eligiQiis.he 
cannot be)— ^and bridlethjiot his tongue, but 
^cceivetb his.ow9>heart,.thi& man's religionism 

^ .... i^adn. 
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vain.— This is the fiill force of St. James's 
reafoning, upon which I have dwelt the more, 
it being the foundation upon which is grounded 
this clear decifion of the matter left tis in the 
text : — ^in which the apoftle feems to haire fet 
the t\to characters of ia faint and a flandcrer 
at ftich variance, that one would have thought 
ihty could never have had a heart to have met 
together again. But there are no alliances to6 
/ftrange for this world. — How many may w(i 
obferve every day, even of the gentler fex ai 
well as our own, w^ho, without convic^ioft of 
doiirg much wrong, in the midft of a full ci* 
Teei^of talumny and defamation, rife uppunc^ 
tuil at the ftated hour of prayer, leave the 
cruel ftory half untold till they return; — ^go, 
—and kneel down before the throne of Hea* 
vert, tbanlc God that he had not made them 
lik^ others, and that his Holy Spirit had ena* 
bled them to perform the duties of th6 day ill 
fo chrriftian and confcientious a manner. 

Thisr delufive itch for flander, too coihmon 
in alf ranics of people, whether to gratify a 
fittlt ungenerous refentment; whether of- 
tener oAt of a principle of levelling, from at 
narrownefs' and poverty of foul, ever impa^ 
tient of merit atid fuperiority'in others; — •fwhe^ 
ther fromamean ambition, or theinfatiate lufli 
of being witty (a talent in which ill-nature and 
malice are na ingredients) ; — or laftly, whether 
from a natural cruelty of difpofition, ab- 
ftradled from all views and confiderations of 
felf : — to which oneV or whether to all jointly, 
we are- indebted^ for this contagious malady^ 

L 2 thus 
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thus much is certain, from whatever feeds it 
fprings, the growth and progrefs of it are as 
<Jeftrudlive to as they are unbecoming a ci- 
vilized people. To pafs a hard and ill-natured 
reflection upon an undefigning adiion; — to 
invent, or which is equally bad, to propagate 
aveyatious report without colour ana grounds; 
—to plunder an innocent man of his charac- 
ter and good name, a jewel which, perhaps, 
he has flai'ved himfelf to purchafe, and pro^ 
bably would hazard his life to fecure; — to rob 
l>im at the fame time of his happinefs and 
peace of mind, perhaps his bread, — the bread^ 
may be, of a virtuous family; and all this, 
as Solomon fays of the madman who cafteth 
firebrands, arrows, and death, and faith^ Am 
I not in fport? all this out of wantonnefs, 
and oftener from worfe motives, — the whole 
appears fuch a complication of badnefs, as rcr 
quires no words or warmth of fancy to aggra- 
vate. Pride, treachery, envy, hypocriiy, ma- 
lice, cruelty, and felf-loye, may have been 
laid, in one fliape or other, to have occa? 
iioned all the frauds and mifchiefs that ever 
happened in the world ; . but the chances 
againft a coincidence; of them all in one per- 
fon are fo many, that one would have liip- 
pofed the character of a common flanderer as 
ifare i^nd^- .difficult a productix>n m nature as 
that of a great genius, which feldom happens 
ai?pve <?i^c^ in an age. 

But wrhafteyer was the cafe when St. James 
wrote hipi <epiftlev we have been very fucceff- 
fi^l in .lat^ ^Jh ^^^ have Ibujia out the ,art, 
[ , ' ' ' * By 
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by a proper management of light and fliade, 
to compound all tnefe vices together, fo as to' 
give body and ftrength to the whole, whilft 
no one but a difcerning artift is able to dif- 
CQver the" labours that join in finifhing the 
picture; — and, indeed, like many other bad 
originals in the world, — it Hands in need of 
all the difguife it has. — For who could he 
enamoured of a character made up of fo loath- 
fome a compound, — could they behold it 
naked, — in its crooked and deformed fhape,^ 
—with all its natural and detefted infirmities 
laid open to public Adew? ^ 

And, therefore, it were to be wiflied, that, 
one would do in this malignant cafe of the 
mind, — what is generally done for the public 
good in the more malignant and epidemical 
cafes of the bod^^; — that is, — When they 
,are found infectious, — to write a hillory of 
the diftemper, — and afcertain all the fymp- 
toms of the malady, fo that every one might 
know whom he might venture to go near, 
with tolerable fafety to himfelf— But alas ! 
the iymptoms of this appear in fo many 
ftrange and contradictory Ihapes, and vary fo 
wonderfully with the temper and habit of the 
patient, that they are not to be claiTed, — nor 
reduced to any one regular fyftem. 

Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which this 
deadly poifon is prepared and communicated 
to the world;- — anci, by fome artful hands, 
'tis done by fo fubtle and nice an infufion, 
that it is not to be tailed or difcovered but by . 
its effects. 

L 3 How 
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How frelqueutly is the honefty and integrity 
of a man difpofed of by a fmile or a ihrug! 
— How many good and generous actions have 
been funk into oblivion by a dillrufiful look ! 
—or {lamped with the imputation of proceed* 
ing from bad motives, by a myfterious and 
feafonable whifper ! 

Look into companies of thofe whofe gentle 
natures (hould difarm them, — we ^all find no. 
better account. — How large a portion ojf 
chaftity is lent out of the world by difiant 
hints, — nodded away, and cruelly winked 
into fufpicion by the envy of thofe who are 
paft all temptation of it themfelves ! — How 
often does the reputation of a helplefs crea- 
ture bleed by report, — which the party wh6 
is at the pains to propagate it, beholds with 
much pity and fellow-feeling! — that llie is 
heartily forry for it, — hopes in Qod it is 
not true ! — however, as Archbifliop Tillotfon 
wittily obferA^es upon it, is refolved, in the 
mean time, to give the report her pafs, that at 
leaft it may have fair play to take its fortune 
in the world, — to be believed or not, accord- 
ing to the charity of thofe into whofe bands 
it lliall happen to fall. 

So fruitful is this vice in a variety of experi- 
ments, to fatiate as well as difguife itfelf. But 
if thefe fmoother weapons cut fo fore,— what 
fliall we fay of open and unblufliing fcandal^ 
— fubjedted to no caution, — tied down to no 
reftraints? — If the one, like an arrow fliot 
in the. dark, does neverthelefs fo n^uch fecret 
mifchief, — this, like the peftilenca -whiclf 

rageth 
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Hgeth at noon-day, fweeps all before it, 
levelliflg without diilind;ion the good and the 
bad ; a thoufand fall befide it, and ten thou« 
fand on its right hand; — they fall,— lb rent 

• and torn in this tender part of < them, fo un- 

-merciftilly butchered, as ibmetimes never to 
recover either the wounds or the anguifh of 
heart which they have occafioned. 

^ But there is nothing fo bad which will not 
admit of foraething to be faid in its defence. 
And here it may be a{ked,-r-Whether the 
inconveniences and ill efFedls which the world 
feels from the licentioufnefs of this practice, 
are not fufficiently counterbalanced by the 
real influence it has upon men's lives and 
cmiduift ?-r-That if there was no evil-fpeak- 

. ing in the world, thoufands would be en- 
couraged to do ill, — and would rufti into 
many indecorums, like a hoifc into the battle^ 
were they fure to efcape the tongues of men* 
That if we take a general view of the world, 
— ^we flrnll find that a great deal of virtue,—^ 
at leail of the outward appearance of it, — 
is not fo much from any fixed principle, as 

. the terror of what the world will fav% — and 
the liberty it will take upon the occafions we 
ihall give. 

That, if we defcend to particulars, numbers 
are every day taking more pains to be well 
ipoken of, — than what would actually enable 
tliem to live fo as to defcrve it. 

That there are many of both fexes who 
can fupport life well enough without honour 
and chaftity,— who, without reputation (which 

l4 is 
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is but the opinion which the world ha».of 
the matter) would hide their heads in fliame,. 
and fink down in utter . defpair x)f happi- 
nefs.-^No doubt the tongue is a weapon 
which does chaftife many indecorums, which 
the laws of men will not reach; — and keeps 
many in awe, — whom confcience will not; — 
and where the cafe is indifputably flagrant, 
— the fpeaking of it in fuch . words as it 
deferves, — fcarce comes within the prohi- 
bition. — In many cafes, 'tis hard to exprefs 
ourfelves fo as to fix a: diftindliou betwixt 
oppofite chara6lers; — and fometimcs.it may 
be as much a debt we owe to virtue, and 
as great a piece of juftice to expofe a 
vicious character, and paint it in its. pro- 
per colours, — as it is to fpeak well of the. 
deferring, and defcribe his particular virtues. 
— And, indeed, when we inflid: this puniih* 
ment upon the bad, merely out of prin*^ 
ciple, and without indulgence to any private 
paflion of our own, — ^'tis a cafe which hap- 
pens fo feldom, that one might venture to 
except it. 

However, to thofe who in this objeftion 
are really concerned for the caufe of vir-r 
tue, I cannot help recommending what 
would much more effeiftually fene her in- 
tereft, and be a furer token of their zeal 
and attachment to her; and that is,T— in all: 
fuch plain inftances where it feems to be 
duty, to fix a diftin6lion betwixt the good 
and the bad ;-— to let their adions fpeak" it 
inflead.of their worda^ or at leaft toJettliwib 
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both fpeak one language. We all of us talk 
fo loiul agamft vicious characters, and aro 
fo unanimpus in our cry againft them, — 
that an unexpei-ienced man, who only trufted 
his ears, would imagine the whole world 
way in an uproar about it, — and that man- 
kind were all aflbciating together, to hunt 
vice, utterly out of the world. — Shift the 
fcene,^ — and let him behold the reception 
which vice meets with; — he will fee the 
conduift and behaviour of the world towards 
it, fo oppoiite to tlieir declarations: — he 
will find all he heard, fo contradicted by 
what he faw, — as to leave him in doubt 
which of his fenfes he is to trull, — or in 
which of the two cafes mankind were really 
in earnell. Was there virtue enough in the 
world to make a general ftand againll this 
contradiction ; — that is, — was every one who 
deferved to be ill fpoken of, — fure to be ill 
looked on too;^ — was it a certain confe- 
quence of the lofs of a man's character, — 
to lofe his friends, — to lofe the advantages 
of his birth and fortune, — and thence- 
fortli be univcrllilly flmnned, univerfally 
llighted ; — 

Was no quality a fliclter againft the in- 
decorums of the other fex, but was every 
woman without dUtiuClion who had juftly 
forfeited her rc[)utation, — from that moment 
was flie fure to forfeit likewife all claim to 
civility and rclpeCl; — 

Or, in a word, could it be eftabliftied 
aa a law in our ceremonial, — that wherever 

characters 
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characters in either, fex .were, hecomcr . no^ 
torious, — it fliould be .deemed infamous, 
either to pay oi: receive a y ifit from them^ 
and thQ door.T^ere tA.be ftiutagainft them 
in all public places, till they bad fatisfied 
the world by giving teftimony of a better life, 
— a few fuch plain and honeft maxims faith* 
fully put in practice, — would force us upcHi 
fome degree of reformation. Till this is 
done, — it avails little that we have no mercy 
upon them with our tongues, fince they 
elcape without feehug any other incon-t 
venience. 

We all cry out that the world is con'upt ;— r 
and I fear too juftly: — but we never re« 
fle<9; what we have to thank for it, and 
that our open countenance of vice, wliich 
gives the lie to our private cenfures of it, 
is its chief protection and encouragement. — 
To thofe however who ilill believe that 
evil-fpeaking is fome terror to evil-doers, 
one may anfwer, as a great man has done 
upon the occafion, — That after all our ex- 
hortations againft it, — 'tis not to be feared, 
but that there will be evil-fpeaking enough 
left in the world to chaftile the guilty; — 
and we may fafely truft them to an ill- 
natured world, that there will be no failure 
of juftice upon tliis fcore. — The paffions 
of men are pretty fevere executioners ; 
and; to thejn let us leave this ungrateful 
talk, — and rather ourfelves endeavour to cul- 
tivate that more friendly one, recommended 
by the apoftle,— of letting all bitternojTs, and; 

wrath. 
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wrath, and clamouF, and evil-fpeaking, be 
put 'away frpm us;-^— of being kind to one 
another, teq^er^hearted, forgiving one an- 
other, even as God, for Chrift's fake, forgave 



. • • 



SERMON XIJ. 



- 4 






JOSEPH S HISTORY CONSIDEREt), 

• . . . 

FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES 

, «■ 

Genesis l. 15. 

And when Jofeph's brethren faw that their father was dead» they, 
faid, Jofeph will peradventure hate us, and will certainly requite 
us all the evils which we did unto him, 

1 HERE arc few inftaiices of the exercife 
of particular virtues v/liich feem harder to 
attaiu to, or which appear more amiable 
and engaging in themielycs, than thofe of 
moderation and the forgivenefs of injuries; 
and, when the temptations againft them hap- 
pen to be heightened by the bitternefs of a pro- 
vocation on one hand, and the fairnefs of an 
opportunity to retaliate on the other, the in- 
fiances then are truly great and heroic. The 
words of the text (which are the ctmfultation 
of the fons of Jacob amongft thcmfelves upon 
their father Ifrael's death, when, becaufe it 
Mas in Jofeph's power to revenge the deadly 
injury they had formerly done him, they con- 
cluded, in courfc, that it was in his intention) 
' — will lead us to a beautiful example of this 
kind in the character and behaviour of Jofeph 
confequent thereupon ; and, as it feems a 
perfedl and very engaging pattern of for- 
, bearance, it may not be improper to make it 

8 ferve 
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ferve for the ground-work of a difcourfe upon 

that fubjedt.^ ^The whole tranfacftion, from 

the firft occafion given by Jofeph in his youth, 
to this laft a6l of remiffion, at the conclufion 
of his life, may be faid to be a mafter-piece of 
hiftory. There is not only in the manner 
throughout, fuch a happy, though uncom- 
mon, mixture of fimplicity and grandeur, 
which is a double charadler, fo hard to be 
united that it is feldom to be met with in 
compolitions merely human ; — but it is like-^ 
wife related with the greateft variety of ten- 
der and affecting circumftances, which would 
afford matter, for refle6iions ufeful for the? 
conduct of almoft every part and ftage of a 
man s life, — But as the words of the text, a^ 
well as the intention and compafs of this difr 
couffe, particularly confine me to fpeak boly: 
to one poiqt, namely, the forgivenefs pfin- 
, juries, it will b^j)Voper only to confider fuchj 
circumftftnces of the fiory as will place thi* 
inftance of .itin its jiift light, jand thciii pi;Q^^4^ 
to make a more general ufe of tlie gr^^ajt'.exrf 
ample of moderation and forbearance whidi 
it fets befop us. — ...* : . : 't 

It feema ftrangc, at firft fight, tha^t, .^ter*^ 
the fons of^ Jacob had fallen iijto Jofeph V. 
power, when they were foirced. by the forenef% 
of the famine to go down into Egypt to buy^ 
corn, and had found him too good a man 
l^ven to expoftulate with them, far, an injury, 
which he .teemed then to have c^igelled, and; 
pioufly to have, refo|.ve(|iifitOt. the over-ruliug^ 
providence of ;God,. Jbr^ tjlje . J)f eieiTa^cm .0^^ 

•' ^ "^ ' much 
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tnuch people, how they could ever after qtiei- 
tion the uprightnefs of his intentions^ Or en-^ 
tertain the leaft fufpicion that his reconcilia- 
tion was diffembled. Would one have imagi« 
ned, that the man who had difcovered fuch A 
goodnefs of foul, that he fought where to 
weep, becaufe he could not bear the ftrug- 
gles of a counterfeited harihnefs, could evei^ 
be fufpe6ted aftefvvards of intending a real 
<>ne ? — and that he only waited till their fa- 
ther IfraeFs death, to requite themf all th6 
evil which they had done unto him ? What 
Ifcill adds to this difficulty is, that his aflfee- 
tionate manner in making himfelf khown to 
them, — his goodnefs in forbearing not ptdf 
to reproach them for the injury they had for- 
merly done him, but extenuating and ^bui^ 
ing the fault to themfelves, his comfottfei 
and fpeaking kindly to them, and fecottdiA| 
idl with the tendereft marks of An undiiguilfei 
forgivenefs, in falling upon their necks aCiYd 
*refe|>ing aloud, that aHthe houfe of PfeaftMift 
htstrd him ;— that, rtiorfeover, this behaLviottif 
tii Jfofeph could hot appear to thetii to fed 
the efFed; of any warm and fudden tralifptnll,' 
Hrhich might as fuddenly give way to other 
itefledtionsi but that it cvi(fently fptung^ frolri 
i fettled principle of uncotntnori getaerofity 
ita' his nature, which wais abbve the temptd- 
ti<to of making nfe of an- opportunity for re-' 
venge, which the courfe of God^s providenc^ 
had put into his hands for better purpoies ; 
Stiid, what might ftill feem to' confirm thitfi^ 
was Uie'«yidenteaf histtdtionS to them after** 
• - wards^ 
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wards, in bringing them and all their houie- 
hold up out of Canaan, and placing them near 
him in the land of Goflien, the richeft part 
of Egypt, where they had had fo many years 
experience of his love and kindnefe : — and 
yet it is plain all this did not clear his men 
tive from fufpicion, or, at leaft, themfelves of 
feme appreheniions of a change in his conn 
du<^ towards them. And was it not that the. 
whole tranfadiion was written under the di- 
rection of the Spirit of Truth, and that othet 
yftorians concur in doing juftice to Jofeph'i^ 
chamaer, and fpeak of him as a compaf^ 
fionate and merciful man, one would be apt^ 
you will lay^ to imagine here, that Mofe^ 
might poiTihly have omitted feme circnm^ 
0a£bces of Jofqph's behaviour which ha»i 
alanBed'kis brethren^ betwixt the time ofhMf 
$kft reconciliatiotn a(nd that of their fathered 
Aeath >^§oT ^hey couM hot be fufpicifoiiti^ of 
ius . in,te»tions . w^^ fiimve cauife, and feait 

Wbet«rna»fBarr.was>;-~But does not a gUilbjP 
eonfeienoe often do foy — amd, though it' hM 
the! igrounds,^ yet wants the power to^ think 
idfalf-fefe? . • i 

. And eould> we look into> the hearts of 'thofd 
who* know they deferve ill^ we ihouJd'ftndi 
loaiay^aii inftance, where a kindneis fronar'aii 
ia^edi hatid where^ there was lead VGB&m td 
expei^ one, has iiruck deeper^ and touched 
the heart wilii a degree of Femorfe and c6tii 
cem,. which, perhaps,, no feverity or refonfe^' 
ment codld have reached, y This i^ftekSiibd 
will, in fonlf i mefti«r£i^ help io expliiifiii tkii 
? ..' difficulty. 
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difficulty, which occurs in the ftory ; for it 
is obfervable, that, when the injury they had 
done their brother was fiiil committed, and 
the fa6i was frefli upon their minds, and moft 
likely to have filled them with a fenfe of 
guilt, we find no acknowledgment or com- 
plaint to one another of fuch a load as, one 
might imagine, it had laid upon them : and 
from that event, through, a long courfe of 
yeare, to the time they had gone down to 
Egypt, Me read not once of any forrow, or 
compunction of heart, which they had felt 
during all that time, for what they had done. 
They had artfully impofed upon their parent 
-*— (and as men are ingenious cafuifts in their 
own affairs) they had, probably, as artfully 
impofed upon their own confciences ; — and, 
poffibly, had never impartially refle6led upr 
on the action, or confidered it in. its juft lighJi; 
till the many ad:8 of their brotiier'S 4ove and 
kixidnefk bad > broiaght it before theaxiy : witU 
aH the circumllanccs of -aggraration . Trhicfar 
feisi behaviour would naturally give it :-4«thcy 
then. began naaiurely to confiderJ what they 
had done ; — that they had firft undefer\'^€idl5i 
Kilted Ihim in his childhood for that w^hich, 
if jft was a ground bf complaint, ought rather 
to>haTe:been. charged upon the indifcretionsof 
the: parent, than confidered as a fault in himj 
tr^that, upon a more jull examination and a 
better knowledge of their brother, they had 
wanted even that pretence. It was not a 
blind pai!tiality which feemed ;£kft to have di* 
ififfted their father's affe(9;ion to him^^Mihongh 
:..^ " then 
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then they thought fo ;-T-for doubtlefs, fo much 
goodnefs and benevolence as lb one forth 
in his nature, now that he was a nian^ 
could, not lie all of it fo deep concealed in 
his youth, but the fagacity of a pa,rent's eye 
WQvld difcover it ; a.nd that, in courie, their 
enmity towards him was founded upon that 
which ought to have won their efteem. — Thj^t^ 
if he had incautioufly added envy to their i]l- 
will in reporting his dreams, which prefag^^i 
Ids future greatuefs, it was but tJie indilcre- 
tion pf a youth unpra<9;ifed in the worlds 
who had not yot found out the art of difjbiji- 
bling his hopes and expeiftations ; and w/is 
fcarce arriyed at an age to comprehend there? 
.wasffuch a thing in the world as envy and 
ambition ; — that if fuch otFcnces in a brother^ 
fo fairly carried their own cxcufes with them, 
what cpuld they fay for therafelves, when 
they confidered it Avas for this they had aJ- 
inoft unanimoufly confpired to rob him of 
hifr life; ,and, though' they were ^ happily re- 
ftraifted from fliedding his blood upon Reu- 
ben's remonftrancc, that they had, neverthe- 
Icf?, jEfcW the guilt of the intention to anfvver 
for ? That whatever motive it was which tlien 
ftayed their hands, their confciences told 
them it could not be a good one, fince they 
had changed the fentencc for one no le& 
cru^I in itfelf, and what, to an ingenuji?us 
natiir-e, was worfe than death, to be fold.fpr 
a (lave. — ^1-he one was common to all, the 
oth^r only to th^ unfortunate. That.itfYas 
not.cpmps^lJiQ^ wfeioh then took p^ace; fpr, 
•.v<jL.%ii. M had 
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had there been any way open to that, hrs 
tears and entreaties mull have found it, when 
they faw the anguifli of his foul; — when he 
befought, and they would not hear. — ^That if 
aught ftill eould heighten the reniorfe of ba- 
nilhing a youth without provocation, for ever 
from his country and the protection of his 
parent, tobeexpofed naked to the bufFetings 
of the world, and the rough hand of fome 
mercilefs mailer, they would find it in this 
refled:ion, ^ That the many afBiclions and 

* hardfliips, which they might naturally have 

* expec^ied would overtake the lad, confequent 

* upon this a6lion, had actually Ikllen upon 
' him/ 

That, befides the anguifli of fufpedled vir- 
tue, he had felt that of a prifon, where he 
liad long lain negled;ed in a friendlefs condi- 
tion ; and, where the afflic^iion of it was ren- 
dered ftill fliarper by the daily expe(!:lation 
of being remembered by Pharaoh's chief but- 
ler, and the difappointment of finding him- 
felf ungratefully forgotten. — And though 
Mofes tells us, that he found favour in the 
light of the keeper of the prifon, yet the 
Pfalmift acquaints us that his fufferings were 
ftill grievous, " That his feet were hurt with 
" fettere,"' and the iron entered " even into 
" his foul/' And, no doubt, his brethren 
thought the fenfe of their injury muft have 
entered at the fame time, and was then rivet- 
ted and fixed in his mind for ever. 

It is natural to imagine they argiiedahd 
refleded ia this manner ; and there feems no 
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iieceffity of fceking for the reafon of theii* 
uneafinefs and diftruft in Jofeph's condudt^ 
or any other external caufe, iince the inward 
Avorkings of their own minds Avill eafdy ac- 
count for the evil they apprehended. — A 
feries of benefits and kindnelfes from the man 
they had injured, gradually heightened the 
idea of their own guilt, till at length they 
could not conceive how the trefpafs could be 
forgiven them ; it appeared with fuch frefli 
circurnftances of aggravation, that, though 
they were convinced his refentment flept, yet 
they thought it only flept, and was likely fome 
time or other to awake, and moft probably 
then, that their father Avas dead, Avheji the 
eonfideration of involving him in his revepgc 
had ceafed, and all the dvity and compaffion 
he OAved to the grey hairs and happincfs of a 
parent was difcharged and buried with him. 

This they exprels in the coniultation held 
amongft themfelves in the words of the text ; 
and, in the following verfe, we find them acr 
cordingly fending to him to deprecate the evil 
they dreaded ; and either becaufe they thought 
their father's name more powerful than their 
own in this application, — or, rather, that they 
might not commit a frcih injury in feeming to 
fufpe6l his fincerity, they pretend their fa- 
ther's direction ; for we read they fent meffen- 
gcrs unto Jofeph, faying. Thy father did com- 
mand before he died, faying, — So fliall ye fay 
unto Jofeph, — " Forgive, 1 pray thee now, the 
" trelpafs of thy brethren and their fin ; for 
"they did unto thee evil: and now we pray 

m2 "thee, 
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thee, forgive the trefpafs of tlic fen ants of 
the God of thy father/' The addrefs was 
not without art, aud was conceived in fuch 
words as fecmed to fuggcft an argument in 
their favour, — as if it would not become him^ 
who was but a fellow-fervant of their father's 
God, to harbour revengCt or ufe the power 
their fatlier's God liad given him againft his 
children- Nor was there a reafon in any thing 
but the fears of a guilty confcience to appre- 
liend it, as appears from the reception the 
addrefs met with, which was fuch as befpokc 
an uncommon goodncfs of nature ; for when 
they thus fpake unto him, the hiftorian fays he 
wept. Sympathy for the foiTow and dxftrefs 
of fo many fons of his father, now all in his 
J)Ower, — pain at fo open and ingenuous a con- 
feffion of their guilt, — concern and pity for 
the long punifliment they muft have endured 
by fo ftubbom a remorfe, which fo many years 
feemed not to have diminished, — i:he affecting 
idea of their condition, which had feemed to 
deduce them to the neceffity of holding up 
their hands for mercy, when they liad lou 
their protedlor, — fo many tender paffions 
ftruggling together at once, overcame him ;-— - 
<he burtt into tears ; which fpoke what no 
•language could attempt. Jt will be needlefs, 
therefore, to enlarge any further upon this in- 
cident, which furniflies us M'ith fo beautiful a 
picture of a compaffionate and forgiving tem- 
per, that, I think, no words can heighten it; 
— ^but, rather, let us endeavour to find out by 
what helps and reafoning the patriarcli .might 

bo 
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be fuppofed to attain to fo exalted and engag-- 
ing a virtue. Perhaps you will fay, ' That 
^ one fo thoroughly convinoed, as Jofeph 

* feemed to be, of the over-ruling providence 

* of God, which fo evidently makes ufeofthe 

* malice and pailions of men, and turns them 
^ as inftruments in his hands to work his^ own 

* rightcoulhefs, and bring about his eternal de- 

* crees, — and of which his own hiftory was fo 

* plain an inffance, could not have far to feefc 

* for an argument to forgivenefs, or feel much 

* ftruggle in ftilling an inclination againft it/ 
- — But let any man lay his hand upon his heart, 
and fay, how often, in inftances where anger 
and revenge had feized hire, has this docftrme 
come in to his aid ?-*~ln the bitternefs of an 
affront, how often lias it calmed his paflions, 
and checked the fury of his refentment !-*- 
True, and univerfally believed as the do6lrine 
is amongft us, it feldom does this fervice, 
though io well fuited for it, and, like fome 
wife ftatute, never executed or thought of, 
though in full force, lies as unheeded as if it 
was not in being. 

Tis plain 'twas otherwife in the prefent in- 
ftance, where Jofeph feems to acknowledge 
the iBfluence it had upon him in; his declara- 
tion, — ^ That it was not they, but God whp 
' fent him.' And does not this virtue (hine 
the brighteft in fuch a pious application of 
the perfuafion to fo benevolent a purpofe ? 

Without derogating from the merit of his 
forbearance, he might be fuppofed to have 
call an eye upon the change and uncertainty 

m3 of 
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of human affairs which he had feen himfclf, 
and which had convinced him we were all in 
one another's power by turns, and Hand in 
need of one another's pity and compaflion ; — 
and that to reflrain the cruelties and flop the 
rnfolence of men's refcntments, God has fo 
ordered it in the courfe of his providenccj 
that very often in this world, — our revenges 
return upon our own heads, and men's A^iolent 
dealings upon their own pates. 

And, befides thefe confiderations, — that, 
in generoufly forgiving an enemy, he was the 
truelt friend to his own chara6ler, and fhould 
gain more to it by fuch an inftance of fub- 
duing his fpirit, than if he had taken a city. — 
The brave only know how to forgive ! — it is 
the mod refined and generous pitch of virtue 
human nature can arrive at. — * Cowards 
have done good and kind actions ; — cowards 
have even fought, — ^na}^ fometimes even con- 
quered ; — but a coward never forgave ! — It is 
not in his nature ; — the power of doing it 
flows only from a Itrength and greatnefs of 
foul, confcious of its own force and fecurity, 
and above the little temptations of refenting 
every fniitlefs attempt to interrupt its happi- 
nefs. Moreover, fetting afide all confidera-' 
tions of his character in pafling by an in- 
jury, he was the truefl friend likewife to his 
own happinefs and peace of mind ; he never 
felt that fretful ftorm of pafTions which hurry 
men on to a6ls of revenge,— or fufibred thofe 

♦ Chriftiaii Kerb, 

■ pangs 
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paiigs of liorror which purfue it. Thus he . 
might poflibly argue, and no farther ; — for 
want of a better foundation and better helps, 
he could raife the building no higher ;— to 
carry it upwards to. its perfe6lion, we muft 
call in to our aid that more fpiritual and re- 
fined do<9:rine introduced upon it by Chrift; 
namely, — To forgive a brother not only to 
feven times, but to feventy times feven; — 
that is, without limitation. 

In this the excellency of the gofpel is faid, 
by fqme one, to appear with a remarkable ad- 
vantage; ' That a Chriftian is as much dif- 

* pofed to love and ferve you when, your 
' enemy, as the mere moral man can be, when 

* he is your friend/ — -This, no doubt, is the 
tendency of his religion ;— but how often, or 
in what degrees, it fucceeds, — how nearly the 
practice keeps pace with the theory, the all- 
wife Searcher into the hearts of men, alone is 
abJe tof determine. But it ii to be feared, that 
fuch great eflfed:s are not fo fenlibly felt as a 
fpecuhitive man would expe<!^ from fuch 
powerful motives; and their. is many a chril- 
tian fociety which would.be glad to compound 
amongil themfelves for fome leflfcr degrees of 
perfediion oii one hand, Avcre they fure to be 
exempted .on the other, from the bad eftetls 
of thofe fretful paffions which are ever taking, 
as well as ever giving. the occafious of flrife; 
the beginnings of which Solomon aptly 
compares to the letting out of waters,---the 
opening a breach which no one can be fure 
to flop till it has proceeded to the raoft fatal 
Events. 

m4 With 
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With juftice, therefore, might the fon 6f 
Sirach conclude, concerning rride, — thit (e^. 
cret llream which adminillers to the* over- 
flowings of refentments,— ^that it was not 
niade for man; nor furious anger for bim 
that is bom of a woman. That the one did 
not become his ftation ; — and that the other 
was deftrucitive to all the happinefs he ^yas 
intended to receive from it. How miferably 
then mull thofe men turn t>Tants againli 
themfelvcs, as well as others, who grow fple- 
netic and reA^engeful, not only upon the little 
unavoidable oppofitions and offences they 
mull meet with in the commerce of the world, 
but upon thofe which only reach them by 
report, and accordingly torment their little" 
fouls with meditating how to return tlie in-' 
fury, before they are certain they have re* 
eeived one! — Whether this eager fenfibility 
of wrongs and refentmeAt arifes from that 
general caufe to which the fon of Sirach leems 
to reduce all fierce anger and pallion? ot 
whether to a certain foumefs of temper, 
which ftands in every body's way, and there- 
fore fubjeA to be often hurt?~-from which- 
ever caufe the diforder fprings, the advice 
of the author of tHe Book of Ecclefiafticus 
is proper: — ' Admonifli a friend,' fays he, * it 

* may be he hath not done it; and if he have, 

* that he do it not again. Admoniih thy 

* friend, it may be he hath not faid it; and it 

* he have, that he fpeak it not again. There 

* is that flippeth in his fpeech, but not from 

* his heart : and who is he who hath not 

* offended with his tongue ?' 

I cannot 
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I cannot help taking notice here of a cer- 
tain fpecies of forgivenefs, which is feldom 
enforced or thought of, and yet is no way 
below our regard: 1 mean the forgivenefs of 
thofe, if we may be allowed the expreffion, 
whom we have injured ourfelves. One would 
think that the difficulty of forgiving could 
only reft on the fide of him who has received 
the wrong ; but the truth of the fa A is often 
othervvife. The confcioufnefs of having pro- 
voked another's refentment often excites the 
aggreflbr to keep beforehand with the man he 
has hurt, and not only to hate him for the 
evil he experts in return, but even to purfue 
bira down, and put it out of his power to 
firnke reprifals. 

The bafenefs of this is fuch, that it is fuf- 
ficient to make the fame obfervation which 
was made upon the crime of parricide among 
the Grecians : — It was fo black, -*■ their 
legiflators did not ftippofe it could be coln- 
iDitted; and, therefore, made no law to 
potaifli it. 
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BUTV OF SETTING BOUNDS TO OUR 

DESIRES. 



2 KINGS IV. 13. 

And he fald urto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou haft been 
careful for us with all this care ; — ^what is to be done for thee ?— 
wouldft thou be fpoken for to the king, or the captain of the 
hofl ? — And fhe anfwered, I dwell among mine own people. 

1 HE fii-ft part of the text is the words which 
the prophet Kliftia puts into the mouth of 
liis fervant Gehazi, as a mcirage of thanks ta 
the woman of Shunem for her great kindnefs 
and hofpitahty;. of which, after the acknow-* 
ledgment of his Juft lenfe, which Gehjazi is 
bid to deliver in the words, — " Behold, thou 
" haft been careful foi*; us with ajl. this care,'" 
— ^he dired:s him to enquire Jn wliat manner 
he may beft make a return in difchar^.ofthe 
obligation, — " What iliall be done for thee: 
" Wouldft thou be fpoken for to the king, or 
" the captain of the hoft?" — The laft part of 
the text is the Shunamite's anfwer, which im- 
plies a refufal of the honour or advantage 
which the prophet intended to bring upon 
her by fuch an application, which llie indi- 
rectly exprelTcs in her contentment and 
fatisfaClion with what flie enjoyed in her 
prefent ftation, — " I dwell among mine own 
^' people/' This inftance of felf-denial in 

the 
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the Shunamite, is but properly the intro- 
tlucftiori to her ftory, and gives rife to that 
long and very pathetic tranfadtion which 
follows, — in the fiipernatural grant of a 
child, which God had many years denied 
her; the atFe6ting lofs of him as foon as he 
was grown up, — and his rclloration to life 
by Ehlha, after he had been fome time 
dead; the whole of which, thougli extremely 
interefting, and forming fuch incidents as 
would afford fufficient matter for inftruftion, 
yet, as it will not fall within the intention 
of this dilcourfe, I fhall beg leave at this 
time barely to cohfider thofe previous cir- 
cumftances of it, to which the text confines 
me; upon which I fliall enlarge with fuch 
reflections as occur, and then proceed to 
that practical ufe and exhortation which will 
naturally fall from it. 

We find that, after Eliflia had refcued the 
diftreffed widow and her two fons from the 
hands of the creditor, by the miraculous mul- 
tiplication of her oil, — that he paifed on to 
Shunem, where, we read, was a great woman, 
and flie conltraincd him to eat bread; and fo 
it was that, as often as he palled bvj he turned 
in thither to eat bread. The facred hillorian 
fpeaks barely of her temporal condition 
and ftation in life, — " That flie was a great 
" woman,'' but defcribcs not the more ma- 
terial part of her (her virtues and character) 
becaufe they were more evidently to be dif- 
covered from the tranfadtion itfelf; from 
which, it ap])cars, that flic w^as not only 

wealthy, 
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wealthy, I)ut Hkewife cliaritable, and of a 
very conlklcrate turn of mind ; — for after 
many repeated invitations and entertain- 
ments at her honfe, fniding his oceafions 
called bini to a frequent pailage that way, — 
flie moves her huiband to fet up and furnilh 
a lodging for him, with all the conveniences 
which the Simplicity of tliofo times required: 
" And Ihe laid unto her huiband, Behold, 
" now I perceive that this is an holy man 
" of God, which pallbth by us continually, 
" let us make liiin a little chamber, I pray 
" thee, on the «'all, and let us let for him 
" there a bed, and a table, and a Itool, and a 
" candleftick ; and it iliall be wlien he cometh 
" to us, that he lliall turn in tbitlicr." — She 
perceived he was a holy man; — Ibe had 
many opportunities, as he pafled by them 
continuall}', of obferving his behaviour and 
deportment, which llie had carefully re- 
marked, and faw plainly what he was: — 
that the fandlity and liinplicity of his man- 
ners, — the feverity of his life, — his zeal for 
the religion of his (iod, and the uncommon 
fervency of his devotion, when he worftiipped 
before him, which feemed his whole bufinefs 
and employment ui>on earth, — all befpoke 
him not a man of this world, but one whofe 
heart juid alFei^lions were fixed upon another 
objed, which was dearer and more importiuit 
to him. But as fiich outward appearances 
may, and often have been counterfeited, fo 
that the actions of a man are certainly the 
OTily interpreters to be relied on, whether 

fuch 
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fuch colours are true or falfe, — fo (lie had 
heard that all was of a piece there, and that 
he was thrQ.ughout conlilleut; that he had 
never iu any one inftance of his life aAed as 
if he had any views in the aflkirs of this 
worhl, iu which he had never intcrefted hiai- 
felf at all, but where the glory of his God, 
or the good and prefcrvation of his fellow- 
creatures, at firft inclined him: that, in a 
late inftance, before he came to Shunem, 
he had done one of the kindeft and moft 
charitable adlions that a good man could 
have done, in affifting the widow and father- 
lefs; and, as the fadt was fingular, and had 
juft happened before her knowledge of him, 
no doubt flic had heard the ftory with all 
the tender circumftances which a true report 
would give it in his favour, namelj^ that a 
x^ertain w^oman, Avhofe hulband was lately 
dead, and had left her with her children ui 
a very helplefs condition, — very deftitute, — 
and, what was ftill worfe, charged with a 
debt flie was not able to pay; — that her 
cueditor bore exceeding hard upon her, and, 
finding her little worth in fubftance, was 
goiiig to take the advantage which the law 
allowed of feizino; her two fons for his bondf- 
men; fo that flie had not only loft her huf- 
band, which had made her miferable enough 
already, but was going to be bereaved of 
her children, who were the only comfort and 
fupport of her life: — that upon her coming 
to Eliflia with thisiad ftory, he was touched 
4vith companion for. herjnisfortimcs, and had 

ufed 
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ufcd all tlic power and intcreft wliicli he 
had with liis God to relieve and befriend 
her, which, in an unheard-of manner, by the 
miraculous increafe of lier oil, which was 
the only fubftance flie had left, he had fo 
bountifully eficcied, as not only to difen- 
tanglc her from her difficulties in paying 
the debt, but withal, what was ftill more 
generous, to enable her to live comfortably 
the remainder of her days. She confidered 
that charity and companion was fo leading 
a virtue, and had fuch an influence upon 
every other part of a man's character, as to 
be a fufficicnt proof by itlclf of the inward 
difpofition and goodnefs of the heart; but 
that fo engaging an inftancc of it as' this, 
exerciled in fo kind and fo feafonable a 
manner, was a demonitration of his, — and 
that he was in truth what outward cifcum- 
ftances befpoke, a holy man of God. — ■ — As 
the Shunamite's principle and motive for her 
hofpitality to Eliflia was juft, as it fprung 
from an idea of the worth and merit of her 
gueft, fo likewife was the manner of doing 
it kind and confiderate. It is obfervable, 
flie does not folicit her hulband to affign 
him an apartment in her own houfe, — but 
to build him a chamber on the wall, apart; 
— flie conlidered, — that true piety wanted 
no witnefles, and was alwa3S moll at eaife 
when moll private ; — that the tumult and 
diftracftion of a large family were not fit for 
the filent meditations of fo holv a manw ^1^ 
would perpetually there meet witb fointef 
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tiling cither to interrupt his devotion, or 
oftend the purity of his manners: — that, 
moreover, under fuch an independent roof, 
where he could take flielter as often as his 
occafions required, flie thouglit he might 
tafte the pleafure which was natural to man 
in polTeHing Ibmething like what he could 
call his own, — and, what is no fmall part 
of conferring a favour, he would fcarce 
feel the weight of it, or at lealt nmcli fel- 
domer in this manner than where a daily 
invitation and repetition of the kindnefs 
perpetually put him in mind of his obli- 
gation. If any thing could Itill add to 
this, — it was that it did not appear to be 
the dry offer of a faint civility, but that it 
came diredlly from the heart. There is a 
nicety in honeit minds, which will not accept 
of a cold and fufpected offer; — and even 
when it appears to be lincere and truly 
meant, there is a modefty in true merit 
which knows not how to accept it; and no 
doubt flie had one, if not both thele diffi- 
culties to conquer in their turns; — for we 
read that flie conftrained him, and in all 
likelihood forced his acceptance of it, with 
all the warmth and friendly opcnnefs of a 
humane and hofpi table temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in this 
refpecft, thut we do not fo much weigh the 
accidental good or evil they do us, as that 
Mrhich they were defigned to do u&; — that is, 
we confider no part of them fo much as 
their intention : and the prophet's bebariuur 
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confequent upon this, fliews he beheld it 
througli this medium, or in forae fucii ad- 
vantageous light as I have placed it. 

There is no burthen fo heavy to a grateful 
mind, as a debt of kindnefs unpaid; — aod 
we may believe Eliflia felt it fo, from the 
eamell defire which he had, upon the im- 
mediate receipt oftiiis, to difcharge hinir 
felf of it; which he exprelles in the Xext 
in the warmeil manner: — " Behold, thou 
haft been careful for us, with ^1 this cwe^ 
— ^what fliall be done for thee? Wouldft 
-thou be fpoken for to the king, or the cftp^ 
<tain of the boft?'' — There is a degree ^ 
honeft impatience in the words, iuch as wfti^ 
natural to a good man. Mho would not bp 
•behind-hand with his benefador. — But there 
is one thing which may leem ilrange ^t firft 
light, that as her itation and conditioji trf 
life was fuch, that llie appeared rather. to lia\^ 
abounded already, than .flood in want oi' 
any thing in this world which fuch an apr 
pUcation could fupply, — ^why the prophet 
iliould not rather have j)ropofed fome fpirir 
tual advantage, ivhich, as it would better 
have become the fantftity of his char3d:ef 
on the one hand, fo, on the other, it wpuld 
have done a more real and lafting fervice tp 
liis friend. 

But w^e are to refle6t, that, in returning 
favours, we a6t differently from what w^e do 
in conferring them;— in the one qafe we 
fimply confider what is beft ; — in the Qther^ 
what : is moft acceptable. The resfon i§, -thftt 
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we have a right to a6l according to our own 
ideas of what will do the party moft good^ icl 
the cafe where we beftow a favour; — but 
where we return 4)ne, we loofe this right, and 
B£t according to his conceptioas who has 
obliged us, and endeavour to repay in 
fuch a manner as we think it moft likely 
to be accepted in difcharge of the obliga- 
tion. — So that, though we are not to imagine 
Elifha could be wanting in reHsious duties, 
as well as wiflies, to fo hofpi table a friend, 
we may yet fuppofe he was directed here by 
this principle of equity ; — and that in refled;- 
ing m what manner he fhould requite his 
benefad;refs, he liad coniidered, that to one 
of her affluent condition, who had all the 
reafonable comforts of an independent life, 
—if th^ere was a^y paiTion yet uiifatisfied, it 
muil certainly be ambition : that though in 
general it was an irregular appetite, which, in 
moft cafes, 'twas dangerous to gratify, yet in 
effed; 'twas only fo far criminal as the power 
which is acquired was perverted to bad and 
vicious purpofes, which it was not likely to 
be here, from the foecimen flie had already 
given of her difpoution, which lliewed that 
if fhe did wifli for an increafe of wealth or 
honour, ftie wilhed it only as it would enable 
her niore generoufly to extend her arm iu 
kind offices, and increafe the power as well 
as the opportunities of doing good. 

In jumce to Elillia's motive, v/hich muft 
have oeen good, we muft fuppofe he confi- 
dered his offer in this light ; and what princi- 
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pally led him to propofe it, was the great in- 
terelt which he had with the king of Ifrael at 
that time, which he had merited by a iignftl 
fcrvice ; and as he had no views for himfelf, 
he thought it could not be employed fo well 
as in eftablifliing the fortune of one, whofe 
virtue might be 10 fafely trufted with it. It 
was a juftifiable prepofleflfion in her favour,— 
thougn one not always to be relied on; for 
there is many a one who in a moderate fta- 
tion, and with a leffer degree of power, has 
behaved with honour and unbleniifhed repu- 
tation ; and who has even borne the btfnet- 
ings of adverfe fortune well, and manifefted 
great prefenceand ftrength of mind under it, 
whom neverthelefs a high exaltation has at 
once overcome, and fo entirely changed, as 
if the party had left not oi^y his virtue, but 
even himfelf behind him/ 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make 
this dangerous experiment of hcrfelf ; — or, 
which is more likely, that ilie had learned to 
fct bounds to her deflres, and was too well 
fatisfied with her prefent condition to be 
tempted out of it, (lie declines the offer in 
the clofe of the text :-^-~" I dwell amongft mine 
" own people /' as if (he had faid, * The in* 

* tended kihdnefs is far from being fmall, 

* but it is not ufeful to me ; I live here, as 

* thoii art a witnefs, in peace, in a contented 

* obfcurity ; — not fo high as to provoke envy, 

* nor fo low as to be trodden down and de- 
^ fpifed. In this fafe and middle ftate, as I 

* have lived amongft my own people, fo let mtf 

« die 
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* die out of the ^each both of the cares and. 

* glories of the world. — Tis fit, O holy man 

* of God ! that 1 learn fome thnc or otlier to 

* fet bounds to my defires ; and if I cannot 

* fix them now, when I have already more 

* than my wants require, when Ihall I hope 

* to do it ? — Or how fliould I exped;, that 

* even this increafe of honour or fortune 
^ would fully fatisty and content ray ambi« 

* tion, fliould I now give way to it ?' 

So engaging an inftance of unaffb6led mo- 
deration and felf-denial, deferves well to be 
confidered by the buitlei's in this world ; — 
becaufe, if we are to trull the face and courfe 
of things, we fcarce fee any virtue fo hard to 
be put in practice, and which tlie generality 
of mankind feem fo unwilling to learn, as this 
of knowing when they have enough, and when 
it is time to give over their worldly purfuits. 
— Aye.! but nothing is more eafv, you will 
anfwer, than to fix this point, and fet certain 
bounds to it, — " Fot my own part (you will 
fay) I declare I want, and would wifli no 
more l}ut a fufficient competency of thofe 
things which are requifite to the real ufes 
and occafions of life, fuitablc to the way 1 
have been taught to exped; from ufe and 
education/' — But recolledt how feldom it 
ever happens, when thefe points are ibcurcd, 
but that new occafions and new ncceffities 
prefent themfelves; and every day as you 
grow richer, frefli wants are difcovered, which 
rife up before you as you afcend the hill ; fo 
that every ftep you take, — every acceHion to 
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your fortune, fet your dcfires one degree far- 
ther tram reft and fatis£ftd;ion ;— that fome- 
thing you have not yet grafped, and poffibly 
Bever ihall ; that devil of a pliantom, impof- 
feiTed and unpofieiTable, is perpetually haunt- 
ing you, and ftepping in betwixt you sxid 
your contentment.— Unhappy creature i-^to 
think of enjoj^ing that bleiling without mo- 
deration ! — or imagine that fo facred a tem- 
ple can be raifed upon the foundation of 
wealth or power !' — If the ground work is 
not laid within your own mind, they will as 
foon add a cubit to your ftature as to your 
happine^.^ — ^To be convinced it is fo,— pray 
look up to thofe who have got as high as their 
wanneft wifhes could carry them in this 
afcent:— do you obferve they live. the better, 
the longer, the merrier ?— H)r that they fleep 
the founder in their beds, for having twice as 
much as they wanted, or well know how to 
difpofe of ?^ — Of all rules for calculating hap* 
piuefs, this is the moft deceitful, and which 
few but weak minds, and thofe unprad:}fed 
in the world too, ever think of applying as 
the meafure in fuch an eftimation. — Great 
and inexpreffible may be the happinefe which 
a moderate fortune and moderate defires, with 
a confcioufnefs of virtue, will fecure. Many 
are the filent pleafures of. the honeft peafant^ 
who rifes cheerful to his labour :-^why ihould 
they not ?^ — Look into his houfe,* the feat of 
each man's happinefii ;r-^has he not the fame 
dbmeftic endearments, — ^the fame joy aiid 
comfort in his childreo, an(l;as flattering 
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hopes of their doing well, to enliven his hours 
and gladden his heart, as you could conceive 
in the higheft ftation ? — And I make no doubt, 
in general, but if the true ftate of his joys and 
fafferings could be fairly balanced with thofe 
of his betters, whether any thing would ap- 
pear at the foot of the account but what 
would recommend the moral of this dif- 
courfe.— This, I own, is not to be attained to 
by the cynical ftale trick of haranguing againft 
4he goods of fortune ;— they were never in- 
tended to be talked out of the world. — But 
as virtue and true wifdom lie in the middle 
of i3xtremes, — on one hand, not to negledl 
and dcfpife riches fo as to forget ourfelves ; 
and, on the other, not to purfue and love them 
fo as to forget God ; — to have them fonie- 
times in our heads, — but always, fomething 
more important in our hearts. 
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SELF-EXAMINATION. 

ISAIAH I. 5. 

iTic ox kuowcth his owner, and the afs hit mailer's crib ;— bat 
Ifrael doth not know, — my people doth not confider. 

llSafevere but an afledliohate reproacli 
of the prophet's, laid againft the Ifraelites, 
which may fafely be applied to every heedlefe 
and unthankful people, who are neither won 
by God's mercies, nor terrified by his punifh- 
ments. — There is a gidd}^ thouglitlefs, in- 
temperate fpirit gone forth into the world, 
which pofl'efles the generality of mankind ; — 
and the reafoh the world is undone is, becaufe 
the world docs not confider, — confiders nei- 
ther awful regard to God, — nor the true re- 
lation themfelvcs bear to him. Could they 
confider this, and learn to weigh the caufes, 
and compare the confequences of things, and 
to exercife the reafon which God has put in- 
to us for the government and dire6tion of our 
lives, — there \vould be fome hopes of a re- 
formation. — But, as the world goes, there is 
no leifure for fuch enquiries ; and fo full are 
our minds of other matters, that we have not 
time to a(k, nor a heart to anfwer the quef- 
tions we ought to put to ourfelves. 

Whatever our condition is, ^tis good to be 
acquainted with it in time, to be able to fup- 

ply 
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ply what is wanting, — and examine the ftate 
of our iiccounts before we come to giv(? them 
Tiip lo an impartial Judge. 

The moft inconfiderate fee the reafonable- 
nefsof this, — there being few, I believe, either 
fo thoughtlefs, — or even fo bad,— but that 
they fometimes enter upon this duty^ and 
have fome fliort intervals of felf-examination, 
which tliey are forced upon if from no 
other motive, yet at leaft to free themfelves 
, from the load and oppreffion of fpirits they 
muft neceflarily be fubjed: to without it. — 
But as the Scripture frequently intimates, — 
and obfervation confirms it daily, — that there 
are many miftakes attending the difcharge of 
this duty, — I cannot make the remainder of 
this difcourfe more ufeful, than by a fh.ort en- 
quiry into them, I Ihall therefore, firlt, beg 
leave to remind you of fome of the many un- 
happy ways by which we often fet about this 
irkfome talk of examining our works, withput 
being either the better or the wifer for the 
employment. 

And, firft, then let us begin with that 
which is the foundation of all the other falfe 
meafures wc take in this matter ; — that is, the 
fetting about the examination of our works, 
before we are prepared with honeft difpofi- 
tions to amend them : — this is beginning thje 
work at the wrong end. Thefe previous dif- 
pofitions in the heart, are the wheels that 
ihould make this work go eafily and fuccefs- 
fuUy forwards ;— and to take thera off, and 
proqeed without them, 'tis no miracle, if, like 
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Pharaoh's chariots^ they that drive them,— 
drive them heavily along. 

Befides, if a man is not Ancerely inclined 
to reform his faults,— 'tis not likely he Ihouid 
be inclined to fee them ;*— nor will all the 
Weekly Preparations that ever were wrote, 
bring him nearer the point: — fo that with 
how ferious a face foever he begins to exa- 
mine, — ^he no longer does the office of aii 
enquirer, — but an apologift ; whofe bufinefs 
is not to fearch for truth, — but (kilfuUy to 
hide it. — So long, — therefore, as this pre^ 
engagement lafts betwixt the man and his 
old habits, — ^there is little prof}ied; of prov- 
ing his works to any good purpofe, — of 
whatever kind they are, with fo ftrong an 
intereft and power on their fide. — As in 
oiher trials, fo in this, 'tis no wonder if tte 
evidence is puzzled and confounded, and 
the feveral fads and circumftances fo twifted 
from their natuml fhapes, and the whole 
proof fo altered and confinned on the other 
fide, — as to leave the lall ftate of that man 
even worfe than the firft. 

A fecond unhappy, though general, mif- 
take in this great duty of proving our 
works, is that which the apoftle hints at; 
in the doing it, not by a dired; examination 
of our own adions, but from a comparative 
view of them with the lives and adiions of 
other men. 

When a man is going to enter upon- this 
work of felf-examination, — there is nothing 
fo common as to fee him look round him, — 
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inftead of looking within him. — He looks 
round, — finds out fome one who is more ma- 
licious, — ^fees another that is more covetous, 
- — a third that is more proud and imperious 
than himfelf; — and fo indirectly forms a 
judgment of himfelf, not from a review of 
his life, and a proving of his own worksj as 
the apoftle dired;s him, but rather from 
proving the works of othere, and from their 
mfirmities and defeats, drawing a deceitful 
conclufion in favour of himfelf. — In all com- 
petitions of this kind, — one may venture to 
fay, there will be ever fo much of lielt-love 
in a man, as to draw a flattering likcnef^ of 
one of the parties; — and 'tis well, — ^if he has 
not fo much malignity too, as to give but a 
coarfe picture of the other, — tiniflied with fo 
many hard ftrokes, as to make the one aS 
unlike its original as the other. 

Thus the pharifee, when he entered the 
temple, — no fooner faw the publican, but 
that moment he formed the idea to himfelf 
of all the vices and corruptions that could 
poflibly enter into the man's charadler, — 
and with great dexterity, flated all his owa 
virtues and good qualities over againft them. 
His abftinence and fi'equent fadings, — exac9>- 
nefs in the debts and ceremonies of the law ; 
toot balancing the account as he ought to 
have done, in this manner : — ^ What ! though 
this man is a publican and a finner, have 
not I my vices as well as he ? ^'is true, hfe 
particular office expofes him to many tempt- 
ations of committing extortion and injuftidel; 
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. — ^but then, — am not I a devourer of widewg 
houfes, and guilty of one of the moft cruel 
inftances of the fame crime? He poifiyy 
is a profane perfon^ and may fet religion 
at nought:-— but do not I myfelf, for a pre- 
tence^ make long prayers, and bring the 
greateft of all fcandals upon religion^ by 
making it a cloke to my anibitious and 
worldly views? — If he, lallly, is debauched 
and intemperate, — am not I confcious of 
as cori-upt and wanton difpofitions; and that 
a fair and guarded outfide is my befl pre- 
tence to the oppofite character?' 

If a man will examine his works by a 
comparative view of them with others, — 
this, no doubt, would be the fairer, and leaft 
likely to miflead him. — But this is feldom 
the method this trial has gone through; — in 
fadi, it generally turns out to be as trea- 
cherous and delufive to the man himfelf, as 
it is uncandid to the man who is dragged 
into the comparifon; and whoever judges of 
himfelf by this rule, — fo long as there is no 
fcarcity of vicious characters in the world, — 
'tis to be feared he will often take the oc- 
cafions of triumph and rejoicing,— where, in 
truth, he ought rather to be forry and 
afliamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving 
our works, is what we are guilty of when 
we leave out of the calculation the only 
material parts of them; — I mean, the mo- 
tives and fii*ft principles from whence they 
proceeded. There is many a fair inftauce 

of 
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of generofity, challity, and felf-denial, which 
the world may give a miin the credit of;— 
which, if he would give himfeif the leifure to 
refledl upon, and trace back to their firft 
fprings,— he wouJd be confcioiis, proceeded 
from fuch views and intentions as, if known, 
would not be to his honour. — The truth of 
this may be made evident by a thoufand 
mftances in life: — and yet there is nothing 
.more ufual than for a man when he is going 
upon this duty of felf-examination, — inftead 
of callino; his ovrn wavs to remembrance, — 
to clofe the whole enquiry at once, with this 
fliort challenge, — " That he defies the world 
to fay ill of him." If the world has no 
exprefs evidence, this indeed may be an 
argument of his good luck; but no fatif- 
fad;ory one of the real goodncfs and inno- 
cence of his life. — ^^A man may be a very 
bad man, — and yet, through caution, — 
through deep-laid policy and defign, may 
fo guard all outward appearances, as never 
to want this negative tellimony on his fide, 
~* That the world knows no evil of him,' 
— how little foever he deferves it. — Of all 
aflTays upon a man's felf, this may be faid 
to be the llightelt ; this method of proving 
tlie goodnefs of our works,— differing but 
little in kind from that unhappy one,— 
which many unwary people take in proving 
the goodnefs of their coin; — who, if it hap- 
pens to be fulpicious, — inftead of bringing 
it either to the balance or the touchftone 
to try its worth,— they ignorantly go forth, 

and 
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And try if they can pafs it upon the world: 
—if fo, all is well, and they are laved aH 
the expence and pains of enquiring after 
and detecting the cheat. 
■ A fourth en-or in this duty of examinattoii 
of mens works is, that of committing the tafk 
to others: — an error into which tboufands 
of well-meaning creatures are enfnared in 
the Romifli church by her do(5irines of auri- 
cular confeiiion, of works of fupererogation, 
and the many lucrative pra6iices raiied upon 
that capital ftock: — the trade of which is 
carried to fuch a height in Popilh countries, 
that if you was at Rome or Naples now, 
and was difpofed, in compliance with the 
apoftle's exhortation in the text, to fet about 
this duty, to prove your own works,— 'tis 
great odds whether you would be fuffered 
to do it yourfelf, without interruption : and 
you might be faid to have efcaped well, if 
the firft perfon you confulted upon it did 
not talk you out of your refolution, and 
poffibly your fenfes too at the fame time.*— 
trove your works !— For Heaven's fake, de- 
fift from fo ralh an undertaking ! — ^What ! — 
truft your own ikill and judgment in a 
matter of fo much difficulty and importance, 
--►when there are fo many whofe buiinefs it 
is,— who underftand it fo well, — and who 
can do it for you with fo much fafety and 
advantage! 

If your works muft be proved, you would 
be advifed by all means to fend them to 
undergo this operation with fome one who 

knows 
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fenowg what he is about: either feme expert 
and noted confeffor of the church, — or to 
Ibme convent,*— or rehgious fociety, who are 
in poffeffion of a large Hock of good works 
of all kinds, wrought up bj faints and con- 
feffors, where you may fuit yourfelf, — ^and 
either get the defeats of your own fupplied, 
—or be accommodated with new ones ready 
prored to your hands, fealed, and certified 
to be fo by the Pope's comniilTary and the 
notaries of his ecclefiaftic court* There 
needs little more to lay open this fatal error, 
i^than barely to reprefent it: fo 1 fhall only 
add a (hort remark, — ^That they who are 
perfuaded to be thus virtuous by proxy, 
and will prove the goodnefs of their works 
only by deputies,'^— will have no reafon to 
complain againd God's juftice, — if he fuffers 
them to go to Heaven only in the fame 
manner; — thatt is, — by deputies too. : 

' The lail miftake which I ihall have time 
to 'mention is, that which the Methodifis 
have revived; for 'tis no new en'or,-~bttt 
one which has mifled thoufands before thefe 
days, wherever enthuiiafm had got footing; 
— Bxid tliat is,-^the attempting to prove 
their works by that very argument which 
is the greateft proof of their weaknefs and 
fuperftition ;— I mean that extraordinary im^ 
pulfe and intercourfe with the Spirit of God 
which they pretend to, and whoife operations 
{if you truft them) are fo fenfibly felt in their 
hearts and fouls, as to render at once all 
other proofs of their works needlefs to them- 

felves. 
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felves.----Tliis, I own, is one i erf the raoft 

fumniary ways of proctieding . in tliis . duty 

of felf^xamination ;r--^and, as it proves a 

man's works in the grofs, it faves him a 

world of fober thouglit and enquiry -aftet 

many vexatious particulai^. . j-r. 

Indeed, if the preraifes were true,: — th« 

inference is dired:; — for when a man dreams 

of thefe inward workings, — and wakes with 

the impreffion of them itrong upon his bmin, 

'tis not ftrange he (houid thuik himfelf a 

chofen veffel, — fan<^lificd within, and foaled 

up unto the perted: day of redemption; and 

fo long as fuch a one is led captive by tbs 

error, — there is nothing in nature to induce 

him to this duty of examining his own works 

in the fenfe of tlie prophet: — for however 

had they are, — fo long as his credulity and 

tmthuliafm equal them, 'tis impoffible they 

lliould difturb his confcience, or frighten him 

into a reformation • Thele are fonie of the 

Ajnhappy miftakes in the many methods this 

work is fet about, — which, in a great moar 

fure, rob us of the fruits we expe(!:ted,-^and 

fometimes fo entirely blaft them, that we are 

neither the better nor wifer for all the pains 

we have taken. 

i ..There are many other falfe ftcps which lead 
4js the fame way; — but the delineation of 
•thefe, however, may ferve at prefent, not 
Qn\y as fo many land-marks to guard us 
from this dangerous coaft which I have de- 
Icfibed, but to dired us likewife into that 
Skf^ione, where we can only exped the re* 
..:>> 8 ward 
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ward the Gofpel promifes ; — for if, according 
to the firft recited caufes, a mail fails in: 
examining his works^from a diiincJi nation to 
re^Drm them,— from partiality of coi^parifons, 
fi'ora flattery to his own motives, knd a vain 
dependence upon the opinion oftne world, — • 
the conclulion is unavoidable, that he mull 
feai*ch for the qualities the moll oppolite 
tothefe for his cohducftors ; — and if he hopesr 
to difcharge this work lb as to have ad van*- 
tage from it, — that he mud fet out upon the 
principles of an honell head, willing to re- 
form itfelf, and attached principally to that 
object, without regard to the fpiritual condi- 
tion of others, or the mifguided opinions 
which the world may have of himfelf 

That for this end, — he muft call his own 
ways to remembrance, and fearch out his 
fpirit,^ — fearch his adlions with the fame cri- 
tical exadlnefs and fame piercing curioiity we 
are wont to lit in judgment upon others; — 
varnilliing nothing, — and difguifmg nothing. 
If he proceeds thus, and in every relation of 
Hfe takes a full view of himfelf without pre- 
judice ; — traces his actions to their principles 
without mercy, and looks into the dark cor- 
ners and recelies of his heart without fear, and, 
if upon fuch an encjuiry he ad;s conliftent 
with his view in it, by reforming his errors, 
feparating the drofs, and purifying the whole 
mafs with repentance, — this will bid fair for 
examining a man's works in the apoftle's fenfe: 
"—and whoever difcharges the duty thus, 
with a view to fcripture, which is the rule in 

this 



rg^ SERMON XIV. 

this cafe, — and to reafon, whiqh is the ap^ 
pher of this rule in all cafes, — need not fear 
but he will have what the prophet calls ** re-^ 
*' joicing in himfelf/' — and that he will lay 
the foundation of his peace and comfort 
where H ought to lie ; — that is, within himfel^ 
— in the teftimony of a good confcience, and 
the joyful expectation that, having done his 
mod; to examine his own works here, God will 
accept them hereafter, through the merits of 
Chrift ; which God gi'ant ! Amen. 



't 



* 



SERMON XV. 



'lOB^S JfeXPOSTTTLATION WITH HIS WIFB, 
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\inii^ l^kiiQ we receive good at the hand of God, and! ih«Q: 

we not receive evil alfo ? 



• i • » ■ r 

These mre the words of Jfob^ Utteired in 
the depth of his misfortunes, by way of ren 
proof to his wife> for the counfel we find fli© 
had given him in the foregoing verfe ; namely^ 
Not to retain his integrity any longer^ — bub 
to " curfe God and die/' Though it is not 
very evident wliat was particularly meant and 
implied in the words^ — " curfe God and die/' 
— ^yet it is certain, from Job's reply to them, 
that they diredled him to fome ftep which 
was ralh and unwarrantable ; and, probably, 
^ it is generally explained, meant that he 
ihould openly call God's juftice to an account, 
and by a blafp^emous accufation of it, pro- 
voke God to deftroy his being : as if Ihe had 
faid,— " After fo many fad things which have 
befallen thee, — notwithftanding thy integrity, 
'^what gained thou by ferving God, feeing he 
bears thus hard upon thee, as though thou 
waft his enemy ? — Ought fo faithful a fer- 
vant as thou haft been, to receive fo much 
unkind treatment at his hands, — and tamely 
to fubmit to it? — patiently to fuftain the 
VOL. III. o evils 
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evils he has brought upon thy houfe, and 
neither murmur with thy lips, nor charge him 
with injuftice?^ — Bear it not thus; — and as 
thy piety could not at firft proted: thee from 
fych ^n^isfortunes,— -nor thy behaviour Under 
them could fince move God to take pity on 
thee, — change thy conduct towards him, — 
boldly expoilulate with him, — upbraid him 
opehfy Vith unkindnefs, — call his juftice arid 
providence to an account for bppreffing thee 
in fo undeferved a manner, and get that be- 
irefit by provoking; him, which thou haft not 
been able to obtain by ferving him, to diiB 
at once by his hands, and be freed at leaft 
from the greater mifery of a lingering and 
more tormenting death/' 

On the other hand, fome interpreters tell 
us, — that the word ciirje^ in the original, is 
equivocal, and does more literally fignify 
here, to blefs than to blafpheme ; apd confe* 
quently, that the whole is rather to be con^ 
fidered as a farcaftical feoff at Job's piety; — ^ 
as if it had been faid, — ^' Go to, blefs God, 
and die; — lince thou art fo ready to praiie 
him in troubles as thou haft done, go on* in 
thy own way, and fee how God will reward 
tiiee by a miferable death, which thou canft 
not avoid/' * 

Without difputing the merit of thefe two 
interpretations, it may not feem an impro- 
bable conjed;ure, that the words imply fome*- 
thing ftill different from what is expreffed in 
either of them ; — and, inftead of fuppofmg 
them as an incitement to blafpheme God, — 
• >. . . which 



wliich was madnefs^— or that they were in-^ 
tended as an infult^ which was unnatural,—?- 
that her advice to curfe God and die, was 
meant here^ that he fliould refolve upon a 
voluntary death himfelf, which w^3 an ac^ 
not only in his own power, but what carried 
fome appearance of a remedy with it, and 
promifed, at lead at firft fight^ fome refpit^ 
from pain, as it would put an end both to Jiis 
life and his misfortunes together* 

One may fuppofe that, with all the cpncerii 
and affection which was natural,, fhe beheld 
her lord afflidled both with poverty and lick-* 
nefs ;— by one fudden blow, brought down 
from his palace to the dunghill. i~in one 
mournful day flie faw that not only the for- 
tunes of his houfe were blafted^ but likewife the 
hopes of his pofterity cut off for ever by the 
untimely lofs of his children*— ^She knew he 
was a virtuous and an upright man, and de-^ 
ferved a better fate ; — her heart bled the 
more for him ; — flie faw the profped; before 
him was dreadful ; — that there appeared no 
poflible means which could retrjeye the. fad 
lEituation of his affairs : — ithart death,^-^the laft, 
the fureft friend to the unfortunate,i^~couid 
only fet him free ; — and that it was better to 
irefolve upon that at once, than vainly endea- 
vour to wade through fuch a fea of troubles^ 
whicb» in the end, would overwhelm him. We 
may fuppofe her fpirits fmking under thpfe 
apprehenfions, when Ihe began to look upon 
his conftancy as a fruitlefs virtue, and, from, 
that perfuafion, to have faid unto him,- — Curfe 

of God, 
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God, — depend no longer upon hiri*j nor wait 
the iffues of his providence, which has already 
forfaken thee :-^ as there is no help from that 
Quarter, refolve to extricate thyfelf; — ^andf 
fince thou haft met with no juftice in thii 
worid,- — leave it,-^die, and force . thy paf* 
fage iilto a better country, where misfortune^ 
cannot follow thee. 

Whether this paraphrafe upon the wordd 
is juft, or the fonner interpretations be ad-^ 
initted, the reply in the text is equally pro- 
per ; — What ! — Shall we receive good at thd 
bands of God, and fliall we not receive evil 
alfo ? Are not both alike the difpenfations of 
kn all-wife and good Being, who knows and 
deteitnints what is bejl? and wherefore fhould 
I make myfelf the judges to receive the onei 
and yet be fo partial as to reje6t the other^ 
When, by fairly putting both into the fcale, I 
Ihay be convinced how hiuch the good out* 
weighs the «vil in all cafes ? In my own, con^ 
fider how ftrong this argument is againft ttie* 

III the beginning of my days, how did God 
^rown me with honour \ In how remarkable q 
manner did his providence fet a hedge about 
me, and about all that I had on every fidfe !***- 
how he profpered the works of my handi^, fa 
that otir fubft^mie ^ a;ftd happinefs increafed 
every day ! 

' And nt)W, when, for reafons beft known td 
his infinite Wifdom, he has thought fit to iSff 
me with afflidions, — fliall I rebel againi^ himi 
in finning with my lips, and charging foira 
foolifhiy ?— God forbid ! — O, rathw, njayl 

^' look 
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look up towards that hand which has bruifed 
me, — forhemakethforejand he bmdethup; he 
woundeth, and his hands make whole. Eroiri 
his bounty only has iffued all I had ; from hi3 
wifdom — all I have loft ; for he giveth, and 
he hath taken away : blefled l^e his name f 

There are few inftances of particular virtue 
more engaging than thofe of this heroic caft; 
and, if we take the teftimony of a heathen 
philofopher upon it, there is not an objed; in 
this world which God can be fuppofed to 
lobk down upon with greater pleaiure thau 
that of a good man involved in misfortunest 
furrounded on all fides with difficulties,-^- 
yet cheerfully bearing up his head, arid 
ilraggling againft them with firmnefs and 
conuancy of mind, — Certainly, to our conr 
ceptions, fuch objedis muft be truly epr 
gaging:— and the reafon of fo exalted an 
encomium from this hand is eaflly to b^ 
guefled ; no doubt, the wifeft of the heathen 
philofopbers had found, from obfervatioi^ 
upon tne life of man, that the many troij^ 
bles and infirmities of his nature, thp iick^ 
nefles, difappointments, forrows for the lofs 
of children or property, with the numberlefs 
other calamities and crofs accidents to which 
the life of man is fubjedl, were in themfelves 
fo great ; — and fo little folid comfort to be ad- 
miiaiftered from the mere refineinents of phi- 
Jofophy in fuch emergencies, that there wa* 
no virtue which required greater efforts, or 
^hich was found fo difficult to be atchieved 
jspou moral principles, — upon moral princi* 

o 3 ples» 
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'ples, which had no foundation to fuilain this 
gre^t weight which the infirmities of our na- 
ture laid upon it;— and, for this reafon, 'tis 
obfervable, that there is no fubje<9;, upon 
^which the nrior^l writere of antiquity have ex- 
haufted fo much of their eloquence, or where 
they have fpent fuch time and pains, as in 
this of endeavouring to reconcile men to thefe 
evils; infomuch, that from thence, in moft 
modem languages, the patient enduring of 
affliiftion has, by degrees, obtained the name 
of Philofopher, and almoft monopolized the 
word to itfelf, as if it was the chief end or 
compendium of all the wifdom which philo^ 
fophy had to offer. And indeed, confidering 
Svhat lights they had, fome of them wrote 
exceedingly well ; yet, as what they faid pro- 
ceeded more from the head than the hearty 
'twas generally more calculated to filence a 
man in his troubles, than to convince and 
teach him how to bear them; and, therefore^ 
however fubtle and ingenious their arguments 
might appear in the reading, 'tis to be feared 
they loft much of their efficacy when tried 
in the application. If a man was thruft back 
in the world by difappointments, or, as was 
Job's cafe, had fuffered a fudden change in 
his fortunes, from an affluent condition was 
brought down by a train of cruel accidents, 
and pinched with poverty ,--r-philofophy would 
come in, and exhort him to ftand his ground; 
— it would tell him, that the fame greatnefs 
and ftrength of mind which enabled him to 
behave well in tjie d^ys of his profperitys 
^ ■ \ fliouldl 
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flibuld equally enable him to behave well in 
the days of his adverfity; — that it was the 
property of only weak and bafe fpirits, who 
were infolent in the one, to be deje£led and 
overthrown by the other; whereas, great and 
generous fouls were at all times calm and 
equal: as they enjoyed the advantages of 
life with indifference, they were able to refign 
them with the fame temper, — and, confe- 
quently, were out of the reach of fortune. 
All which, however fine, and likely to fatisfy 
the fancy of a man at eafe, could convey but 
little confolation to a heart already pierced 
with forrow; — ^nor is it to be conceived how 
an unfortunate creature fliould any more 
receive relief from fuch a lediurc, however 
juft, than a man racked with an acute fit of 
the gout or ftone, could be fuppofed to be 
fet free from torture by hearing from his 
phyfician a nice differtation upon his cafe. 
The philofophic confolations in fickncfs, or 
in afflictions for the death of friends and 
kindred, were juft as efficacious; — and were 
rather, in general, to be confidered as good 
fayings than good remedies; — fo that, if a 
man was bereaved of a promifed child, in 
whom all his hopes and expectations cen- 
tered, — or a wife was left dettitute to mourn 
the lofs and proted;ion of a kind and tender 
hufband, Seneca or Epidtetus would tell the 
penfive parent and difconfolate widow, — 
that tears and lamentations for the dead 
were fruitlefs and abfurd! — that to die was 
the neceffary and unavoidable debt of na- 

o 4 ture; 
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turfe ;-^and, as it could admit of no remedy^ 
**-'twas impious and foolifli to grieve and 
fret thenjfelves upon it. Upon fuch fage 
fcoun&lj, as well a3 many other leflbns of the 
fame ftamp, the fame refle6tion might be 
appliied^ which is faid to have been made 
by one of the Roman Emperors to one who 
adininiilered the fame confolations to him 
on a like occafion; — to whom, advifmg htm 
to be comforted, and make himfelf eafy* 
iibce the event had been brought about by 
fatfelity, and could not be helped, — he re- 
plicfl) — ' That tliis was fo far from leiTening 
* his trouble, — that it was the very circum-- 
^ fiance which occafioned it/ — So that, upon 
the whole, — when the true value of thefe» 
and many more of their current arguments^ 
hive been weighed and brought to the teft, 
•—one is led to doubt whether the greateft 
part of their heroes, the moft renowned for 
conftancy, Avere not much more indebted to 
good nerves and fpirits, or the natui'al happy 
frame of their tempers, for l^ehaving well, 
than to any extraordinary helps which they 
could be fuppofed to receive from th^ir in- 
ftru£lors; and, therefore, I ftiould make no 
fcruple to affert, that one fuch inftance of 
patience and refignation as this, which the 
Scripture gives us in the perfon of Job, not 
-of one moft pompoufly declaiming upon the 
contempt of pain and poverty, but of a man 
!funk in the iD weft condition of humanity^ to 
behold him when ftripped of his eftate,*r7-bts 
wealth, his. friends, hb chiUken, — cbeerfiiUy 

holding 
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jboldiog ttp his head, and entertaining his 
hard fortune with firmnefs and ferenity, — 
and this, not from a lloical ftupidity, but a 
juft fenfe of God's providence, and a per- 
iuafion of his jullice and goodnefs in all his 
dealings; — fuch an example, I faj, as this^ 
is of more univerfal ufe, fpeaks truer to the 
heart, than all the heroic precepts which the 
pedantry of philofophy has to offer. 

This leads me to the point I aim at in this 
difcourfe, namely, tliat there are no principles 
but thofe of religion to be depended on in 
cafes of real diftrefe; and that thefe are able 
to encounter the worft emergencies; and to 
bear us up under all the changes and chances 
to which our life is fubje<5ii. 

Confider then what virtue the very firft 
|>rinciple of religion has, and how wonder- 
fully it is conducive to thi« end. That there 
is a God, a poAverful, a wife, a good Being, 
who firft made the world, and continues to 
govern it; — by whofe goodnefs all things 
ere defigned, — ^and by Avhofe providence all 
things are conducted, to bring about tlie 
greateft and beft ends. The forrowful and 
penfive wi'etch that was giving way to his 
misfortunes, and mournfully finking under 
them, the moment this do6lrine comes in 
to his aid, huflies all his complaints, — and 
thus fpeaks comfort to his foui: — * It is the 
* Lord, — ^let him do what feemeth him good;* 
— without his dired:ion, I know that no evil 
can befal me, — without his permilfion, that 
no power can hurt me,— It is impoffible a 

Being 
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Being fo wife flioiild miftake ni j; happineft^ 
—or 'that a Being fo good iliould contradi<9; 
itr If he has denied me riches or other ad- 
vatitagcSf— perhaps he forefees the gratifying 
my wifhes tfould undo me, and, by my own 
abufe of them, be perverted to my ruin. — If 
he has denied me- the requeft of children, — 
or, in his providence, has thought fit to take 
them from me^ — how can I fay — whether he 
•has not: dealt kindly with me, and only taken 
•that away which he forefaw would embitter 
and fliorten my days ? It does fo to thon- 
fands, where the difobedience of a thanklefs 
child has brought down the parents grey hairs 
with forrow to the grave. Has he vifited 
me with ficknefs, poverty, or other difap^ 
pointmentsP-^can I fay, but thefe are bleff- 
ings in difguifc?— fo many different expref- 
iions of his care and concern to difentangle 
my thoughts from this world, atfd fix them 
oipon another, — another, a better world be- 
yond this ! — 'This thought opens a new fcene 
of hope and ^onfolation to the unfortunate ( 
-^and, as the perfuafion of a Providence re- 
Vronciles him to the evils he has fnffered, — this 
profpedt of a' future life gives him ftrength 
to defpife them, and efteem the light afflic- 
tions of his Hfe as they are, — not' worthy 
to be » compared to what is referved for him 
hereafter.- ^ • » 

Things are great or fmall by comparifon,--^ 
and he who looks no farther than this world, 
arid balances the accounts of his joys and 
fufrerings from that confideration, finds all his 

forrows 
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forrows enlarged, and, at the clofe of them^ 
will be apt to look back, and caft the fame fad 
reflection upon the whole which the Patriarch 

jdid to Pharaoh, — " That few and evil had 
/* been the days of his pilgrimage,'' But let 
him lift up his eyes towards Heaven, and 
ftedfaftly behold the life and immortality of ta 
future ftate ; — he then wipes away all tears 
from off his eyes for ever and ever;-^like the 
exiled captive, big with the hopes that he is 
letuming home,-^he feels not the weight of 
bis chains, nor counts the days of his cap- 
tivity, but looks forward with rapture towards 
the country where his heart is fled before him. 
Thefe are the aids which religion offers us 
towards the regulating of our fpirit under the 
evils of life; — but, like great cordials, they 
are feldom ufed but on great occurrences.—^ 
In the lefler evils of life we feem to fl;and un- 
guarded) and our peace and contentment 

. are overthrown, and our happinefs broke in 
upon by a little impatience of fpirit, under 
tlie crofs and untoward accidents we meet 
with. — ^Thefe ftand unprovided for, and we 
negledi them as we do the flighter indif- 
pofltions of the body, — which we think not 
worth treating ferioufly, — and fo leave them 
to Nature. In good habits of the body, this 
may do; — and I would gladly believe there 
are fuch good habits of the temper; fuch a 
complexional eafe and health of heart, as 
may often fave the patient much medicine. 
' — We are ftill to confider, — that however 
fuch good . frantes of mind are got, — they 

are 
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are vorth preferving by all niles : — patience 
and contentment, — which like the treafui^ 
hid in the field, for which a man fold all he 
Jiad to pnrchalb, — is of tliat price that it 
cannot be had at too great a purchafe, fince, 
•without it, the bell condition in life cannot 
make us happy; — and, with it, it is impoilible 
wc fliould be niiferable, even in the worft.' — 
Give ine leave, therefore, to clofe this dif- 
courfe w ith fome refle(::l:ions upon the fubjeA 
of a contented mind, — and the duty in man of 
regulating his /pint, in our way through life; 
— a fubjedl in every body's mouth, — preached 
upon daily to our friends and kindred, — but 
too oft in fuch a ftvic, as to <Jonvince the 
party lediured only of this trutii,— That we 
bear the misfortunes of otliers with excellent 
tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufands fo extrava- 
gant in their ideas of contentment, as to 
imagine that it muil confitt in having every 
thing in this world turn out the way they 
'wiili ; — that they are to fit down in happineis, 
and feel themfelves ib at eafe in all points, as 
to defire nothing better, and nothing mof& 
I own there are iniiances of Ibme, who feem 
to pafs through the world as if all their paths 
had been ftrewed with rofc-buds of ddtghts 
< — but a little experience will c(mvince lUV 
'tis a fatal expectation to go upon. — We am 
born to trouble; and we may depend upba 
it, whilft we livse in this world we Ihall hay* 
it, though with interniiifions ; — that is^ ia^ 

wiiateY^^ dilate we ane^. we ^oall fiad f miat' 

tare 
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tnre of good ami evil; and, therefore, tha 
true way to coutentment is to know how to* 
receive thefe certain viciifitudes of lite, — tho 
returns of good and evil, fo as neitlier to bei. 
exalted by the one, or overthrown by tbei 
other, but to bear ourfelves towards evCTy 
thing which happens, with fuch eafe and in- 
difference of mind as to hazard as little a» 
may be. This is the true temperate climate- 
fitted for us by Nature, and in which every 
wife man would wiih to live. — 'God knows, 
*e are perpetually ftraying out of it ; and, by 
giving Avings to our imaginations, iii the tralit- 
ports we dream of, from fuch or fuch a fitua- 
tion in life, we are carried away ultcraately 
into all the extremes of hot and cold, for 
which as we are neither fitted by nature, nor 
prepared by expedtation, we feel them with 
alt their violence, and with all their danger 
too. 

God, for wife reafous, has made our affairs 
in this world almoft as fickle and capriciovis- 
as ourfelves ; — pain and pleafure, like light 
and darknefs, fucceed each other; — and he 
that knows how to accommodate himfelf to 
their periodical returns, and can wiiely ex- 
tra6l the good from the evil, — knows only 
how to live : — -this is true contentment, at 
leafl all that is to be had of it in this world ; 
and for this every man muft be indebted, not' 
to his fortune hut to himfelf, — And, indeed, it 
vould have been ftrange, if a duty (i) hecoin- 
ing us as dependent creatures, — and fo uecof- 
&ry, I ■' ■ ■ •- 



9o6 



SERMON XV. 



placed out of' the reach of any in fome mea- 
lure to put in practice; — and, for this reafon, 
there is fcarce any lot fo low, but there isr 
fomething in it to fatisfy the man whom it 
has befallen ; Providence having fo ordered 
things, that in every man's cup, how bitter 
ibever, there are fome cordial drops, — fome 
good circumftances, which, if wifely extrad;- 
ed, are fufficient for the purpofe he want& 
them, — that is, to make him contented, and,* 
if not happy, at leaft refigned. May God 
bleis us all with this fpirit, for the fake 4^ 
Jefus Chriil ! Amen. 
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THLE CiHA&AeTRR OF SlilMEI. 

2 Samuel xiz. 21. rft part. 

.1 ■ ■ ■ . 

But Abifliai faidy Shall not Shimei be put do death for this ? 

It has not a good afpe<9;.— This is 



the fecond time Abifhai has propofed Shimei's 
deftrudlion; once in the* loth chapter, on a 
fudden tranfport of indignation, Avhen Shimei 
curfed David. — " Why ihould this dead dog, 
^* cried Abifhai, curfe my lord the king } let 
^Vme go over,. I :pray thefij, and cut ojQf his 
^* head/'-^This had foraething at leaft of gal- 
lantry in it,; for, in doing itp he hazarded his 
own; and, befides, the oftfender was not other- 
wife to be come at. The fecond time is in 
the text, when thfe offender was abfolutely in 
their power, — when the blood was cool, and 
the fuppliant was holding up his hands for 
mercy. 

; Shall not Shimei, anfwered Abifliai, 

be put to death for this ? So unrelenting a 
purfuit looks lefs like juflice than revenge, 
which is fo cowardly a pallion, that it renders 
Abiihai's firfl inflance almofl inconfiflent 
with the fecond. I Ihall not endeavour to 
reconcile them, but confine the difcourfe 
fimply to Shimei, and make fuch reflections 
upon his.qhjirader as may be of ufe to fociety . 

Upon 
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Upon the news of his fon Abfalom's con- 
fpiracy, Dayid had fled from Jerufalem, and 
from his own houfe, for fafety: the reprefent- 
ation given of the manner of it is truly af- 
fedling-: — ^never was a fcene of fonx>w fo full 
of diftrefs ! 

The king fled with all his houfehold, to fave 
hinifelf from the fword of the map he lov^d; 
he fled with all the marks of humble foiTo w,— ^ 
"with his head covered and barefoot ;" and as 
he went by the afcent of mount Oljvet, the 
facrcd hiftorian fays he wept : — fome gladfomi^ 
fcenes, perhaps, which there had pafs'd,— ^ 
fome hours of feftivity he had fliared witli 
A][)falom in better dftys, preflcd tenderly upod 
nature; — he, wept at this fad viciflltude 6f 
things; — and all the people that were with' 
hirri, fmitten with his amii^iion, ^ covered 
" each man his liead, — weeping as he went 
« up/' 

It was on this occafion, when David had 
got to Bahurim, that Shimei the fon of Gera^ 
as we read in the 5th verfe, came out. — ^Waii 
it with the choicell oils he could gather front 
mount Olivet, to pour into his wounds ? — ^ 
Times and troubles had not done enough ; 
and thou camefl: out, Shimei, to add thy por- 
tion ! 

" And as he came, he curfed David, and 
" threw ftones and cafl; duft at him ; and thu» 
" faid Shimei, when he curfed : Go to, tliou 
" man of Belial, thou haft fought blood, — • . 
"and behold th@u art caught in thy own 
" inifphief ;^ft)f now iath the Lord retumeipl* 
*- ' i •*' " upon 



SERMON XVt <»09 

** ttpori Ihee all the blood of Saul and . his 

There is no fraall degree of maliciotis craft 
in Brxitig* upon a feafon to give a mark of en- 
mity and ill-will: a word) — a look, which at 
one time would make no impreffion^— at ano* 
ther time: wounds the heart, and like a fliaft 
Ujring with the wind, pierces deep> which^ 
idtfafitd own natural force, would fcarce have 
feacfaed the objed; aimed at. 

'This feemed to have been Shimei's hopes ; 
but excefs of malice makes men too quick- 
fiffhted ev^n for their own purpofe. Could 
Shiuiei poffibly have waited for the ebb of 
Darvid's paffions, and till the firft great con* 
fliA within him had been over,-— then the re- 
proach of being guilty of SauFs blood muft 
naive hurt him : — his heart was pofleffed with 
other feelings^ it bled for the deadly fting 
•which Abfalom had given him; — he felt not 
the indignity of a ftranger: — " Behold, my 
^ Ton Abfalom, who came out of my bowels, 
^feeketb my life !— how much moUe may 
** Shimei do it l~let him alone; it may be 
" the Lord may look upon my afBidliony' 3,nd 
" requite me good for this evil/' 

An injury junanfwered, iu courfc, grows 
weary of itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary 
remorie. / ;. 

In bad difpofitions, capable of no reftraitit 
but fear,-^it has a different effedt ;— the filent 
digeilion< of? one wrong provokes a fecond.-— 
He puifues him with the fame inye<jliv(e :— 
^^ ana as Dwid aiid his men went by tte j^ay, 
• ?r£MCr. III. p "Shimei 
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^' Shimd went along on tha hiirs? •fide^'WCT 
" againil him; and curfed as he Mreat# wid 
*' caft dull at him/' . =14^ 

The ihfolence of baie minds iA < fuccafi is 
boundlefs^ and would ibarce adimt i£ a odmr 
panfcki, - did not they thieulfelvee furnifli kA 
with one^ in the degne'es of their ahjedtraii^ 
when evil returns npon' them. :-ffthe fyffM 
poor heart. which excites ungenerous teiii|iei9 
to triumph over a fallen-adverfai-y, in fonieift* 
fiances, ieenis to exalt them above the.pomt 
of courage, fihks them, in others,: oven belo# 
cowardice : — not unhke ibine little p^urtidlei 
of matter ftruck off from the fui^ace ofi^ 
dirt by fuhfliine, — dance and fport tfaecie 
whiM it lafls, — but the moment 'tis .i¥xth> 
drawn, — ,they fall down; — ^for duft they:Mey 
— ^and unto dufk they will return ;-x-,whilft vfiii 
mer and larger bodies preferve, the ila*iom 
which Nature has afligned them, fubjfednL to 
laws which no changeof weather can allicpv..; 

This laft did not feem to be Shimei's cafet 
in all David'^ profperity, there is no. roontioli 
made of himj — he tfenift himfelf forwaixi in^ 
to the cirftle, and, polfilbly, was nuinber'^d 
amongfl friendis and- we4l4wi£hersii i , : : ; v . : 

When the fcene changes, and Pay id's ,tn>u- 
liles forc« him to leaveliishoiifQihidefp?Lir, — 
Shimei is the firil man we hear of who^icomes 
Out a^gainfb him.- ^.■■- ; .-i.. r':.v'..;;.h i.i.o w^ 

Thd^t^rheel turns ix>imdoncomDreiAb&him 
is daft down,^ and*I>av:^d returns, in peacb :-m 
ShlMei^ibitSfhisb^havDur to the :6(»?dfioH; 2ipA 
is tike fikift^man i3tl£b w^i liafte6;tat<greetfhim ; 
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— ^and, had the wheel tum'd round a hundred 
times, Shimei, I dare fay, in every period of 
its rotation, would liave been uppermoft. 
. O Shimei ! would to Heaven, when thou 
wail flain, that all thy family had been flain 
with thee, and not one of thy refemWance 
left ! but ye have multiplied exceedingly, and 
repleniihed the darth ; and, if I propheiy 
rightly,— ye will in the cndfubduc it ! 

There is not a character in the world \thich 
has fo bad an influence upon the affaii*? of it, 
as this of Shimei. Whilft power meets with 
honeft checks, and the evils of life with houefl 
refuge, the world will never be undone : but 
tboii, Shimei, haft fapp'd it at both extremes; 
for thou corrupteft profperity,-— and 'tis thou 
who haft broken the heart of poverty; and, 
foiong as worthlefs fpirits can be anibitious 
ones, tis a chara6ler we fliall never want. O ! 
it infefts the court, — the camp,— the cabinet ! 
—it infefts the church ! — 'go where you will, — 
in every quarter, in every profeffion, you fee 
a Shimei following the wheels of the fortunate 
through thick mire and clay ! — 

— Hafte, Shimei! — ^hafte, or thou wilt be 
undone for ever. — Shimei gii^deth up his 
loins and fpeedeth after him. — Behold the 
hand which governs every thing, — ^takes the 
wheels from off his chariot, fo that he who 
driveth, driveth on heavily. — Shimei doubles 
his fpeed, — but 'tis the contrary way; he flies 
fike the wind over a fandy defert, and the 
place thereof fliall know it no more : — ftay, 
Shimei ! 'tis your patron, — ^your friend, — your 

p 2 benefador; 
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bcnefaAor; 'tis the man who has raifed 3^ou 
from the du^ighill l-^-Tis aJl one to Shimei : 
Shimei is the barometer of every man's for- 
tune; marks the rife and fall of it, with all 
the variations from fcorching hot to freezing 
cold upon his countenance, that the fmile 
will admit pfl — Js a cloud upon thy affairs ? — 
lee,-— it hangs over Shimei's brow, — Haft thou 
been fpoken for to the king or the captain of 
the hoft w ithout fuccefs ? — Look not into the 
courtrcalendar ; — the vacancy is filled up in 
Shimei's face. — Art thou in debt ? — though 
not to Shimei, — no matter ; — the woiil officer 
of the law Ihall not be more infolent. 

What then, Shimei, is the guilt of poverty 
fo black, — is it of fq general a concern, that 
thou and all thy family muft rife up as one 
man to reproach it ? — when it loft every 
thing, — did it lofe the right to pity too ? or 
did lie who maketh poor as well as maketh 
rich, ftrip it of its natural powers to mollify 
tlie hearts and fupple the temper of your race ? 
— ^Truft me, ye nave much to anfwer for ; it 
is this treatment which it has ever met with 
from fpirits like yours, which has gradually 
taught the world to look upon it as the greatr. 
eft of evils, and ftiun it as the worft difgrace; 
— and what is it, I befeech you ; — what is it 
that man will not do to keep clear of fo fore 
an.imputation and puniiliment ? — is it not to. 
fly from this that " he rifes early, — late takes 
" reft, — and eats the bread of carefulnefs r 
— that he plots, contrives, — fwears,- — lies, — 
fliuffles, — puts on all fliapes, — tries all gar- 
... ments, 
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ments, — wears them with this or that fid^ 
outward, — juft as it favours his efcape ! 

They who have confidered our nature af- 
firm, that fliame and dtfgrace are two of the 
moft infupportable evils of liuman life: the 
courage and fpirits of many have maftered 
other misfortunes, and borne themfelves u^ 
againft them ; but the wifeft and beft of fouls 
have not been a match for thefe ; and we have 
many a tragical inftance on record, what 
greater evils have been mn into merely to 
avoid this one. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with 
all the burdens it Jays upon our flefli, — fo 
long as it is virtuous, could never break the 
fpirits of a man ; all its hunger, and pain, and 
hakednefs, are nothing to it ; they have fome 
countei'poife of good : and befides, they are 
dire6led bv Providence, and muft be fubmit- 
ted to : but thefe are afflictions not from the 
hand of God, or Nature ; — " for thev do come 
" forth of the dult,'^ and moft properly may 
be faid " to fpring out of the ground \' and 
this is the reafon they lay fuch ftrefs u pon our 
patience, — and in the end, create fuch a dif- 
truft of the world, as makes us look up, — 
and pray, ** Let me fall into thy hands, O 
" God ! but let me not fall into the hands of 
" men/' 

Agreeable to this was the advice of Eliphas 
to Job in the day of his diftrefs : — " acquaint 
« thy felf (faid he) now with God."— Indeed 
his poverty fecmed to have left him no other 
friends ; the fwords of the Sabeans had fright-^ 

p 3 ened 
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cned them away, — all but a few ; and of what 
kind they were, the very proverb, of Job's 
Comforters^ — fays enough. 

It is an infiance which gives one great con*- 
cem for human nature. That a man, " who 
" always wept for him who was in trouble ; 
" — who never faw any perilh for want of 
^' clothing ; — who never fuflfercd the ftranger 
^* to lodge in the ftreet, but opened his door 
** to the traveller /'—that a man of fo good 
character, — " That he never caufed the 
" eyes of the widow to fail, — or had eaten 
^* his morfel by himfeJf alone, and the father- 
" lefs had not eaten thereof ;'' — that fuch a 
man, the moment he fell into poverty, iliould 
have occafion to cry out for quarter, — " Have 
^^ mercy upon me, O my friends ! for the hand 
^* of God has touched me/' — Gentlenefs and 
humanity, one would think, would melt the 
hardeft heart, and charm the fierceft fpirit ; 
bind up the moft violent hand, and Hill the 
mod abufive tongue ; — but the experiment 
failed in a ftronger inllance of him, whofe 
meat and drink it was to do us good; and in 
purfuit of which, whofe whole lite was a con-, 
tinned fcene of kindnefs and of infults, for 
which we muft go back to the fanie explana*- 
tion with which we fet out, — and that is, tb© 
fcandal of poverty. — 

^* This fellow, we know not whence he is,^' 
— ^was the popular cry of one part; and with 
thof§ who feenaed to know better, the query- 
did not l^iTen the dilkrace, — Is not this the 
CJirpenter, tfep fpft of Mary ?-^of M*ry ! greafe 

God 



*f Ifrael ! What r^---of the meaneft of 
thy; people ! " for he had not regarded th© 
Ibif ^ftate of his hahd-maidftrt,*^- — ftnd of 
iHe^'pooTeGi^ too ! foi* (he had hot a lamb to 
offer, bdt was purified^ as Mofes dired:6d in 
fu^;a cafe, by the oblation of a turtle dove^ 

That the Saviour of tlieir nation could be 
pooTj and not have whene to lay his head, — ^ 
was a erime never to be forgiven : aiid though 
the purity of his do^rine, and the works which 
he had dpne in its fiipport, were ftronger ar- 
g^nkeiits on its (ide^ than his humiliation- 
could be againft itv-— yet the offhic*. ftill re- 
mained ; — tliey looked for tHfe reddmption of 
Ifrael; but they would have it only in thofe 
dreams of power which filled thfeir imaguia-* 
ticm.— ^ 

Ye who weigh the worth of all things only 
in thfe goldfmith's balance, — was this iteli* 
gion for you ? — a religion whofe appeatance 
was not great and fplendid, — but Iddked thin 
and meagre, and whofe principles and pro- 
mifes fhewed more like the cutfes of the law 
than its bleliings : — for they called for fufFer- 
ings, and prorailed little but perfecutions. 

In truth, it is not eafy for tribulation or dif- 
trefs, for nakednefs or famine, to make many 
converts out of pride ; or reconcile a worldly 
heart to the fcorn and reproaches which were 
Ture to be the portion of every one who be- 
lieved a myflery i^o difcredited by the world, 
and fo unpalatable to all its paflions and 
pleaTures. 

p 4 But, 
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\»But, to briijg this &rmon to its proper 
CQBclufion r-r-- . ,, . s. . 

;..If Aftrea or Juilice never finally toojc her 
leave of the world till the day that poverty 
jfiril became ridiculous,; it is m^'tter/ of conibla- 
jbion, that the God of juftic^ri^ ever over us : 
-~that whatever outrages the lownefs of our 
condition may be expofed to from a mean and 
undifcerning world,-^that we walk in the 
prefence of the greateft and inoft generous of* 
JBeings, who is infinitely -rpn^OYedtroflni cru^- 
Xy and ilraitnefs of mind, and all tliofe UtUe 
and illibsral pafiiions with whiph we hourly 
infult eaqh other. , , . i 

The worfl part of mankind a^re not alw^yi ^ 
to. be conquered ; — but jif they are,— 'tis by 
the imitation of t^hefe qualities which mjoft 
do it; — -/tis t|nje,r— as IVe flieww* -^tt^y 
may fail ; but ftill all is, not loli, — for if we 
conquer not the world,^— in the very attempt 
to do it, we fhall at leaft conquer ourfelvesi, 
and lay the foundation of our. peace (where 
it ought to be) within our own hearts. 
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the case of hezekiaii and the 

'messengers'*. 



r 



• % KINGS XX. rC. 

Aod Imk laidy What have they ieen in thine houfe ? and Hezekiah 
' 'imfwered. All the thinors that are in my houfe have they feen ; 
' 'thene ie nothing amongS all my treafures that I have not (hewn 
thenn. 

•And where was the harm, you'll fay. 



in all this P 

* An eaftern prince, the fon of Baladine, 
> had fent meffengers with prefents as far as 

* from Babylon, to congratulate Hezekiah up- 

* on the recovery from his ficknefs ; and Heze- 

* kiah, who was a good prince, a6ied confift- 
*-ently with himfelf ; " he received and enter- 
** tained the men, and hearkened unto them ;" 
^ and before he fent them away, he cour- 

* teoufly ihewed ihem all that was worth a 

* ftranger 8 curiofity in his houfe and his king- 

* dom ; — and in thi?, feemed only to have 

* difcharged himfelf of what urbanity or the 
^ etiquettfe of courts might require/ Not- 
withftanding this, in the verfe which imme-. 
diate follows the text, we find he had done 
amifs ; and as a puniihment for it, that all 

* Preached before his IJj^celleney the Earl of Hertlbrdi at 
Paris, 1763, 

jiis 
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his riches, which his forefathers had laid up 
in ftore unto that day, .were ^rM^ned to he 
carried away in triumph to Baoylon: — ^the 
very place from whence the mefiengen had 
come. . ' ■ .) I / ^ .1 : 

A hard return !; and »what', his behaviour 
does not feem to have deferred. To fat this 
matter in a clear light, it will be neceflary to 
enlarge upon the whole ftory; — the reflec- 
tions, which willafife dutof it, as weffoalodjfl 
may help U3 ; — at Icaft, I hope they wiHoe 
of ufe on their own account. 

After the miraculous defeat of the Afly- 
riaiis, we read in the beginiling of thi^-cbap- 
ter, that Ilezekiah was fick even untd d^BtO:; 
and that God fertds tlie prophet Ifaiaht .'with 
the unwelcome roeffage, " That be ihonld. fet 
^^ his houfe in order; for Uiat he iliould die, 
*.' and not live.'' > c^ 

There are many iitfiances of men » who 
have received fuch news with the greateAr 
eafe of mind, and even entertained thfr 
thoughts of it with fmiles upon their ooun-' 
tenances; — and this, either from ilreagth of 
ipirits and the natural chcerfulnefs of their 
temper,— or that .they kne^v the worlds and 
cared not for its-r-pr expe<fted a better ;-t-yet 
thoufands of good men, with all the helps of 
philofophy5 and againii «jll. the afiurances of 
a welltfpient life, that the change muii be to 
their accounty-— upon the approach of dtdth 
have ftill leaned towards this world, and 
wahtbd spirits a¥id refopution to btor th^ 
ihQck of a feparation from it for ever. 
•'^ ^ This, 
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^. This, in fome meafure, feemed to have 
teen Hesekiahs cafe; for though he had 
vaiked before God in truth, and with a per* 
fei9: heart, and had done that which was good 
in his fight, — ^yet we find that tlie hafty fum* 
moDS afflid;ed him greatly; — that upon the 
delivery of the meffage he wept fore;~that 
he turned his face towards the wall, — perhaps 
for the greater fecrecy of his devotion, and 
tbat, by Avithdrawing himfelf thus from all 
external objed;s, he might offer up his prayer 
unto his God with greater and more fervent 
^ttefltion. 

— rAnd he prayed, and faid, O Lord I I be- 

feech thee remember ! O Hezekiah ! How 

couldfl. thou fear that God had forgotten 
thee? or, how couldft thou doubt of his re- 
membrance of thy integrity, when he called 
thee to receive its recimi pence ! 

But here it appears of what materials man 
is made. He purfues happinefs ; — ^and yet is 
fo content with mifery, that he would wandei^ 
for ever in this dark vale of it, — and fay, "It 
** is good, Lord, to be here, and to buihLta-' 
^ bemacles of reflT' and fo long as we are 
clothed with flefli, and nature has fo great a 
Ihare within us, it is no wonder if that part 
claims its right, and pleads for the fweetnefs- 
of life, nolwithftanding all its cai*es and dif- 
appointments. 

This natural weaknefs, no doubt, had its 
weight in Hezekiah's earneft prayer for life; 
and yet, from the fuccefs it met with, and the 
immediate change of Gods purpofe there- 
upon, 
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Upon, it is hard to imagine, but that it muft 
have been accompanied with fome meri- 
torious and more generoiis motive ; and if 
we fuppofe, as fome have done, that he 
turned his face towards the wall, becaufe 
that'' part of his chamber looked towards 
the temple, the care of whofe p^efe^^'^ation 
lay next his heart, we may confiftently 
enough give this fenfe to his prayer. 

^ O God! remember how I have walked 
before thee in truth ; — how much I have 
done to refcue thy religion from eiTor and 
falfehood; — thou knoweft that the eyes of 
the world are fixed upon me, as one that 
hath forfaken their idolatry, and reftored 
thy worfliip; — that I ftand in tlie midft of 
a crooked and coiTupt generation, which 
looks through all my actions, and watches 
all events which happen to me: if now thcJy 
fhall fee me fnatched away in the midft of 
my days and fervice, how will thy great 
name fufFer in my extinction! Will not 
the heathen fay, This is to ferve the God of 
Ifrael! — How faithfully did Hczekiah walk 
before him! — What enemies did he bring 
upon himfelf, in too warmly promoting his 
worfhip! and now when the hour of fick- 
nefs and diftrefs came upon him, and he 
moft wanted the aid of his God, — behold 
how he was forfaken !' 
It is not unreafonable to afcribe fome fuch 
pious and more difinterefted motive to Heze- 
kiah's defire of life, from the iffue and fuc- 
cefs of his prayer. — <* For it came to pafs, 

^* before 
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** before Ifaiah had gone out into the middle 
" court, that the word of the Lord came ta 
" him, faying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah 
" I have heard his prayer, I have feen his 
" tears; and beliold 1 will heal him/' 
. It was upon this occafion, as we read in 
the 12th verfe of this chapter, that Baradock- 
baladau, fon of Baladine king of Babylon, 
fent letters and a prefent unto Hezekiah : he 
had heard the fame of his licknefs and reco- 
very ; for as the Chaldeans were great fearch- 
ers into the fecrets of nature, . efpecially into 
the motions of the celeftial bodies, in all pro-i 
bability they had taken notice, at that diftance, 
of the ftrange appearance of the (Ixadow's 
returning ten degrees backwards upon their 
4ials, and had inquired and learned upon 
what account, and in whofe favour, fuch a 
fign was given; fo that this ailronomica4 
miracle, befides the political motive which it 
would fu^geft of courting fuch a favourit<?: of 
{leaven, had been fufficient by itfelf to have 
led a curious people as far as Jerufalem, that 
they might fee the man for whofe fake the 
Sun had forfook his courfe^ 

And here we fee how hard it is to ftand 
the (hock of profperity ; and how much truer 
a proof we give of our ftrengthin that extreme 
of life, than in the other. 

In all the trials of advcrfity, we find that 
Hezekiah behaved well ; — nothing unmanned 
him. When befieged by the Aliyrian Uoft, 
which fliut him up in Jerufalem, and threat- 
ened his deftrud:ion, — he flood unfl)aken, a^ud 

depended 
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depended upon God's fuccdur! — ►when c&ft 
down upon his bed of ficknefs, and threatened 
with death, he meekly turned his face towards 
the wall, — wept and prayed, and depended 
upon God's mercy ! — but no fooner does 
profperity return upon him, and the me£fen- 
gers from a far country come to pay the flat- 
tening homage due to his greatnefs, ahd the 
extraordinary felicity of his life, but he turns 
giddy, and finks under the weight of his good 
fortune; and with a tranfport unbecoming a 
wife man upon it, 'tis faid, he hearkened unto 
the' men, and fliewed them all the houfe of 
his precious things, the filver and the gold, 
the fpices and the precious ointments, and all 
the houfe of liis armour, and all that was foiind 
in his treafures; that there was nothing mhid 
houfe, nor in his dominions, that Hezekiab 
fliewed them not; for though it is not ex^ 
prefsly faid here (though it is in the parallel 
pafiage in Chronicles) — nor is he charged by 
the prophet that he did this out of vanity and 
a weak tranfport of oftentation, — yet, aS wo 
are fure God could not be offended but whercf 
there was a real crime, we might reafoilably 
conclude that this was his, — and that He who 
jfearches into the heart of man, beheld that his 
was corrupted with the bleflings be had given 
him, and that it was juft to make what was Uie 
occafion of his pride become the inftrument 
of his punifhment, by deci-eeing. That all the 
riches he had laid up in (lore until that day^ 
(bould be carried away in triumph to Bab}'*- 
hmi the very place from whence the mef- 

fengers 



leBsees had cotne who had bceu eye^witneflTes 
<^f Jus. folly. 

\ f O Heaekiah! how coitldll thou provoke 
^ God. to bring this judgment upon thee? 
^. How qoiild thy fpirit, all meek and gentle as 

* it was, have ever fallen into this fnare? 
? WeoB thy treafures rich as the earth,T-- 
^ whatl was. thy heart fo vain as to be lifted 

* up therewith ? Was not all that was valu* 
^ able in. tlie world, — nay, was not Heaven 
^'itfelf almoft at thy command whilil thou 

* wafl. humfble? and, How was it that thou 
$ couldft biarter away all this, for what was 
•^ lighter than a bubble, and defecrate an ac»- 
!ltion fo full of courteiy and kindnefs as thine 
<:apf)ieared to be, by fuffering it to take its 
film finom fo polluted a fountain P' 

;i There 'is fcarce any thing which the heart 
more^bnwillingly bears^ than an analyfis jof 
this kind. 

We : are a ftrange compound ; and fome- 
thing ihreign from what charity would fufped:, 
fo etemtdly twills itfelf into what we dos that 
hot only in momentous concerns, where in* 
iereft lifl» under it all the powers of dilguife, 
—but even in the moft indifferent of our ac- 
tions— ^ot worth a fallacy,— by force of 
habtt^ we continue it; fo that whatever a 
man is about, — obfeiTC him, — he (lands 
armed infide and out with twQ motives ; an 
oftenfible one for the world, — ^and anpthei 
iviiitih he referves for his own private ufe-^ — 
This, you may fay, the world has no concern 
with: it might have been fo; but by obtrude 

invjr 
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ing the wrong motive upon the woirld, and 
ftealing from it a qhara^ler, inftead of winning 
one,— we give it a right, ahd a temptaitron 
along with it, to inqnire into the. affair/ • • 

The motives of the one for tkraig it^ iaire 
often little better than the other fi>r deferving 
it. Let us fee if fome focial virtue may nbt 
be extracted from the errors of both the one 
and the other. ' ' 

Vanity bids all her fons be generous dnd 
brave,-r-and her daughters chaAe and cour- 
teous. — But why do we want her inftruc-^ 
lions?— Afk the comedian, who is taught Jt, 
part he feels not. — : I ^ 

Is it that the principles of religion watit 
ftrength, or that the real pafiion for wl^i^ 
good and worthy will not carry u» idgh 
enough? God! thou knoweft they dairy 
us too high; — we want not to be,-f— butto 
feem! — i : 1 i :r 

Look out of your door, — take noticfr of 
that man: fee what difquieting, intriguio^i 
and ihifting, he is content to go through, 
merely to be thought a man of plain-dealingit 
— three grams of honefty would fave him all 
this trouble: — alas! he has them not.*— ^ - 
i Behold a fecond, under a fhow of pietyi 
hiding the impurities of a debauched life:!+«^ 
he is juft entering the houfe of God :— i-wosld 
he was more pure, — or lefs pious! — but then 
he could not gain his point! ' v :^ ;. 

Obferve a third going on almoft in the fame 
track. With what an inflexible dand:ity of 
fteportment he fullains himfelf aa h&iad-*' 

8 vancesi 



SERMON XVlL 9j^s 

vauccs !-^ every line in tii$ face writfvs fabfii* 
nence ;-r-every ftride looks like a chepkupOiji 
his ddires. Sees, I befeech 3'^OU) hoiir^Jbd )$ 
t.4oked up. with feruioiis^ prayers, and fycja^ 
ments; and fb bemuffled with the extenjal? 
of I'cligion^ that' he has not a.hand;to ip^re 
for a.AWJ'ldly purpofe!— he has anpoiir at 
leaft: — Wliy does he put it on? Is there jqq 
ferving God without all this ? Muft the glarb 
oi* religioo be extended fo wide, to the qan- 
ger of its rending? — Yes truly, {pr it will npt 
hidfit the fecrett— and. What is that? ; : . 

•—That the. faint has uo religion at all ! 

But here comes Generofity; giving,: — ^not 
to a decayed artift, — but to the Arts and 
Sciences therafelves. — See, — he ' builds not 
^ a. chamber hi the wall apart for the pro- 
Tphet;' but whole fchools and colleges lor 
thofe who. cpuic after. Lord! how they will 
magnify his name ! — 'tis in capitals already ;. 
the firft,-T-the higheft, in the gilded rent-roll 
of cveiy hoipital and alylum* 
' ^-rQne hoiieft teiir fhed in private over the 
unfortunate,. is worth it alL i- 

What a problematic fet of creatures, doe*; 
limulatioa make us!. AVho would divin^i 
that all that anxiety and coAcerii, fo. v^Mitjle 
in the airs: of one half of that gi'eat affembly,^ 
fliould.arife frpm nothing elfe,.bvit .that the 
other Jwlf of it may think tliem to be, men of 
r!onfequence, pen etration^' parts, and copduift? . 
T-rWliat a. nbifc among the claimants ^bout 
it! . Bohold i'lumilityy out of med?e piidi?!-— 
and ilonelly^^ahnoll out of knavery J.-rChaf-* 
'..WiW.hjJ. Q tify, 



32K SERMON XVIL 

tity, iipvcr once in lianu's way ! and Courage, 
like a SpaniOi foldicr upon an Italian ftage, — 
a bladder nill of wind! — Hark! that,— the 
found of that trumpet, — let not my foldier 
run; — ^'tis fonie goo(t Chriftian giving alms. 
O, Pitvl thou gentlcH of liumau pafiions! 
fofl and tender are thy notes, and ill accord 
they with fo loud an inllnimentl 

Thus lomething jars, and will for crer jar 
in tfacfe calL's: Impoilurc is all dilTonance, 
let what niaftor fijcvcr of it undertake the 
part; let him harmonize and modulate it as 
Ik; may, one tone will contrddi^ another; 
and whilft \vc hare ears to hear, we ihall 
diftinguiih it; 'tis Truth only which is con- 
fillcnt and ever in harmony with itfelf: it fits 
upon our lips, like the natural noties of foine 
in(?lodies, ready to drop out, whetht^ wfc will 
or no; — it nicks rto invention to let.ourielves 
alone, — nnd needs fear no critic to 'btiVe the 
fame excellency in' the heart which luq&ears 
in the action. 

It is a jjlealing alluHon the Scripture inakt^ 
ufe of in calling us fomctimcs a houfe, ami 
fometinies a temple, accordirtr to the morcoi 
lefs exulted qualities of the fpirij^^ gudt 
whieh is lodged within us. M lieffllSf thid is 
the prccife gi*ound at' the diftinftio^ I mIU 
not affirm ; but thus much may be faid, that. It' 
we are to be temples, 'tis truth and linglem H 
of heart which muft'Biake the dedications 
'fis this which mullfirft diftinguirti ihcm from 
the unlialtowcd pile, where dirty tricks and 
impolitions are pradtifcd by the hoft upon the 
traveller, 
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fi^A^eller, who tarries but for a moment, and 
returns not again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and refer\^ed 
people are ;-^but we do not take notice, at the 
fame time, that every one may have.fome- 
thing to conceal^ as well as ourfelves ; and that 
we are only marking the diilances and taking 
the meafures of felt-defence from each othev 
in the very inftances we complain of* This is 
fo true, that there is fcarce any charadler fo 
rare as a man of real, open» and generous in- 
tegrity,— *who canies his heart in his hand, — . 
who fays the thing he thinks, and does, the 
thing he pretends. Though no one can dif- 
like the character,— yet Difcretion generally 
iliakes her head, — and the world foon lets him 
into the reafon* 

O that I had in the wildernefs a lodging 

of way-faring men ! that I might leave fuch 
"a people^ and go fiiom them!" — Where is 
the man ot a nice fenfe of truth and Itrong 
feelings, from whom the duplicity of the world 
has not at one time or other wrung th^ fame 
wifli? and where lies the wildernefs to which 
fome one has not fled from the fame melan- 
choly impulfe ? 

Thus much for thofe who give occafion to 
be thought ill of. — Let us fay a word or two 
unto thofe who take it. 

But* to avoid all common-place cant as 
much' as I can on this head, — I will fprbear 
to iay^becaufe 1 do pot think it, that 'tis a 
breach^ of Ghriftian charity to think or fpeak 
evil of our neighbour, &c, 
:./..; q2 --We 
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— We cannot avoid it: our opinions muft 
follow the evidence; and we are perpetually 
in fuch engagements and fituations, that 'ti^ 
our duty to i'peak what our opinions are;— ' 
but God forbid that this ever mould be done 
but from its beft motive,— the fcnfe of what 
is due to virtue, governed by difcretion^ and 
the utmoft fellow-feeling. Were we to go on 
otheni'ife, beginning with the great broad 
cloke of Ilypocrify, and fo down through all 
its little trimmings and facings, tearing away, 
nvithout mercy, all that looked feemly, — we 
Ihould leave but a tatter 'd world of it. 

But I confine what I have to fay to a cha- 
ra(!^er Icfs equivocal, and which tak<rs up too 
much room in the world : — it is that of thofe 
who, from a general diftruft of all that looks 
difintercftcd, finding nothing to blame hi an 
action, and perhaps much to admire in it, — 
immediately fall foul" upon ite motives: 
•* Does Job ferve God for noughtT' What a 
rile infinuation ! Befides, the queilioa lyas 
iiot, Whether Job was a rich man or a poor 
man ? — but, Whether he was a roan of in* 
tegrity, or no? and the appearances were 
ftrong on his fide. Indeed it might have 
been otherwife; it was polhble Job might 
be infmcere, and the Devil took the ad* 
vantage of the dye for it. 

It is a bad picture, and done by a terrible 
mafter; and yet we are always copying it J 
Does ?t man, from a real conviction of htiart, 
forfake his vices ? — ^thfe pofition is' not to ba 
allowed. No ; his vices have forfaken liim. • 

Does 
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JDoes a pure virgin fear God and fay her 
prayers ?-r-She is in her climaS«ric. 

Does Humanity clotlie and educate the 
unknown orphan ? — Poverty ! thou haft no 
genealogieg ! — See \ is he not the father of the 
child ? Thus do we rob heroes of the beft 
part of their glory, — their virtue. Take away 
.the motive of tlie a^» you take away all that 
is worth having in it ; — wreft it to ungenerous 
ends, you load the virtuous man who did it 
with infamy. Undo it all, — I befeech you : 
give him back his honour, — reftore the jewel 
you have taken from him, — replace him in 
the eye of the world : 

— it is too late ! 

It is painful to utter the reproaches which 
Jhould come in here. — I will trull them with 
yourfelves : in coming from that quarter, 
tliey will more naturally produce fuch fruits 
fis will not'fet your teeth on edge ; — for they 
will be the fruits of love and good-will, to the 
praife of God and the happinefs of the world! 
which I wifli. 
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THE LEVITE AND HIS CONCUBINE* 

JUDGES XIX. 1) 2) 3. 

And it came to pafs in thofe days, when there was no king in Ifraef, 
•^ that there was a certain Levite fojourning ou the fide of Mount 
X^phraim^ who took unto him a concubine. 

—A CONCUBINE !— but the text ac- 
counts for it ; ^' for in thofe days there was no 
" king in Ifrae]/' and the Levite, you wHl 
fay, like every other man in it, did what was 
right in his own eyes ;— and fo, you may add, 
did his concubine too, — " for flie played the 
'^ whore againft him, and went away/' .; 

—Then lliame and grief go with her; and 
wherever (lie feeks a flielter, may the l^nd of 
Juftice iliut the door againft her ! 

Notfo; for (lie went mi to her father s houfe 
in Bethlehem-judah, and was with him four 
whole months. — Bleffed interval for medita-^ 
tion upon the ficklenefs and vanity of thisi 
w^orld and its pleafures ! 1 fee the holy man 
upon his knees, — with hands comprefled to 
his bofom, and with uplifted eyes, thanking 
Heaven that the objedl which had fo long 
fliared his afFe6lions was fled ! 

The text gives a different picture of his 
fituation ; ^* for he arofe and went after her, to 
" fpeak friendly to her, and to bring her back 
" again, having his fervant with him, and 4 

" couple 
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^ couple of affes : and flie brought him unto 
** her father s houfe ; and when tlie father of 
" the damfel faw hiin, he rejoiced to nieet 
«him." 

— ^A mofl fentimental group ! you'll fay ; 
and fo it is, my good commenteitor, the world 
talks of every thing. Give but the outlines of 
a ftory, — ^let Spleen or Prudery fnatch the 
pencil, and they will finifti it with fo many 
hard ftrokes, and with fo dirty a colouring, 
that Candour and Courtefy will fit in torture 
as they look at it. — Gentle and virtuous 
fpirits ! ye who know not m hat it is to be 
rigid interpreters, but of your own failings, — 
to you I addrefs myfelf, the unhired advo- 
cates for the condudl of the mifguidcd,— • 
Whence is it that the world is not more jea- 
lous of your office ? How often muft ye re- 
peat it, * That fuch a one's doing fo or fo,' is 
not fufficient evidence by itfclf to overthrow 
the accufed ! — that our adlions ftand fur- 
rounded with a thoufand circumftances which 
do not prefent themfelves at firft light ! — that 
the firft fprings and motives which impelled 
'^ the unfortunate, lie deeper ftill ! — and, that 
of the millions which every hour are arraigned, 
thoufands of them may have ciT'd merely 
from the head^ and been actually outwitted 
into evil I and, even when from the hearty — 
that the difficulties and temptations under 
which they ad:ed, — the force of the paffions, 
i— the fuitablenefs of the objec^l, and the 
many ftruggles of Virtue before Ihe fell,— 

Q 4 may 
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mlty >be fb many appeals from Juftice to the^ 
judgment-feat of Pity:! ' •- •• ' - =. ' 

:^Heratl)en let us fiop.amomeiit^ and give 
the ftory of the Levite and his concubkne a 
fecbnd? hearing. Like all oitheits, 'invcb' erf it 
depends itipon : the telling ; and^ as the Scrip'*- 
tbre hak left us no- kind of comment upcm- it, 
''tisiaiftory on which* the heart caniiot be at a 
li^fB'ibr rvvhat to fay, or the imagination for 
if^hat to fuppofc;-^the danger i^ Humanity 
may fay* too much. ^ ' . 

' **iAnd it came to paft in thofe dkys^wiien 
^ ilrete was no king in Ifrael/ that a certain 
^ licvite fojourning on the lide of Mount 
** Ephraini, took unto himfelf-a concubine/* 
- O Abraham! thou father of the faithful^ 
if this was wrong,^ — Why didll thou fet fo 
enfnaring an example before the eyes of thy 
defcendant ? and, Why did thfe Xioil of Abra- 
ham, the God of Ifaac, and Jatoh, blofs' 1k> 
often the feed of fuch intcrcourfes, and pro- 
mifc to multiply and make princes come out 
of them ? 

God can difpenfe with his own laws : and 
accordingly we find the holiell of the pa-* 
triarchs, and others in Scripture, whofe hearts 
(Cleaved moll unto God, accommodating 
themfelves as well as they could to tlie dif* 
penfation ; That Abraham had Hagar;— that 
Jacob, befides his two wives, Bachel and 
Leah, tookalfo unto him Zilpahand OBilhaK 
from whom many of the; tribes dei<fc6tideci J— • 
that David had feven wives and *cii rcenoiii 

bines; 
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bines i-rRcboboam, (ixty; — artd that, ia 
whatever cales it becaiije .reproax;luible< it 
feemcd not ifo much ti^er thing; itfelf asf the 
abitfc ot ; it, which made .it fo^? Thi^ was 
remarkable iu that of Solomon, whofe exqer* 
became acv juiiilt upon the, pfivitege^/ b£ 
mankind; ibr^, by the foine plan ojf.Uixury, 
which made it neceflary to ha,ve forty, thou- 
fand frails of horfes,— rlie had ijnfortiuiately 
mifcalcuiatcd liis other .vvant§» and iq had 
feven hundred wives, and three hundred cour 
cubinc6» 

Wifcj-T-deluded man !' wan it not that thou 
madeft fome amends for thy bad pracitiee by 
thy good preaching, what had become of 
thee! — three hundred!*^ but. let us turn 
afide, I befeech you, from io fad a ftumbling-^ 
block. 

The Levite had but. one. The Hebrew 
word imports a woman a concubine, or a 
wife a concubine, to diftinguifh her from 
the more infamous fpecies who came under 
the roofs of the licentious without principle. 
Our annotators tell us. That in Jewilh a'cono-^ 
mics^ thefe diiferd little froni the wife, ex- 
cept in fome outward ceremonies and ftipu- 
lations, but agreed with her, in all the true 
eilences of marriage, and gave themlelves 
up to the hufband (for fo lie is call'd) with 
faith plighted, with fentiments, and with 
aifoSiion. . 

Such a one the Levite wanted to fhare 
his iblitude, and fill up itiiat uncomfortable 
blank intbe heart in fuch a lituation; for, 

notwith- 
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notwithftanding all we meet with in booker^ 
in many of which, no doubt, there are a 

ood many bandfome things faid upon the 
Weets of retirement, &c* — ^yet ftill, " it is 
♦* not good for man to be alone :'* nor can 
all which the cold-hearted pedant iluns our 
ears with upon the fubje<9;, ever give one 
anfwer of fatisfa6lion to the mind ; in the 
midft of the loudeft vauntings of philofophy. 
Nature will have her yearnings for fociety 
and friendfliip; — a good heart wants fome 
abje£t to be kind to ; — and the beft parts of 
our blood, and the pureft of our fpirits, 
fufFer moft under the deftitution. 

Let the torpid monk feek Heaven com- 
fortlefs and alone.—- God fpeed him! For 
my own part, I fear, I Ihould never fo find 
the way. Let me be wife and religious, — • 
but let me be man. Wherever thy provi- 
dence, places me, or whatever be the road 
{take to get to thee,-r-give me fome com* 
panion in my journey, be it only to remark 
to. How our ftiadows lengthen as the fun 
goes down!— n to whom I may fay, How 
frefli is the face of Nature! — How fweet 
the flowers of the field ! — How delicious are 
thefe fruits ! 

Alas! with bitter herbs, like his paflbver, 
did the Levite eat them: for as they thus 
walked the path of life together, — ftie wan- 
tonly turned afide unto another, and fled *firom 
him. 

It is the mild and quiet half of the world 

who are generally outraged and borne down 

' b5 



by the other half of it : but m this they have 
the advantage ; whatever be the fenffe of their 
wrongs, that- iPride It ands' not fo watchfal a 
centinel over their- fovgivenefs, as it does in 
the breafts ofithe fierce and froward. We 
ihotild all of usi' I believe, be more forgiving 
than we ar0, would the world but 'give us 
leave ; but it' is apt to interpofe its ill-offices 
in; remiliions, el'pecially of this kind; The 
triith is, it/ has its laws, to which tiie heart is 
iiot 2^1 ways ii party ; and a<fts fo like -an un- 
feeling engine in all cafes without difti nation, 
that- it requires all the firmnefs of the moll 
fettled humanity to bear up againft it. 

Many a bitter conflict would the Lcvite 
have to fuftain with himfelf,.— r-his concubine, 
— ^and the fentiments of his tribe, upon the 
xn-ongdone him :— much matter for pleading, 
•-^and many an embarraifing account on all 
fides. In a period of four whole months, 
every paifion would take its empire by turns; 
and in the ebbs and flows of the lefs un- 
friendly ones, Pity would find fome moments 
to be heard,— Heligion herfelf would not be 
filent,-^Charity would have much tofay;— ^ 
and thus attirti'd;, every objeft ho beheld on 
the borders of Mount Ephraim, — rcvery grot 
and grove he paflM by, wouM folicit the re- 
colledlion of former kindnefs, and awaken an 
advocate in 'her behalf, moit) powerful than 
theiri alL * > : . . 

^ I grant,~I grant it: all,' — he would cry; 

*--^ /tis fowl ! 'tis faithlcfs in^but, Why is the 

^ door of mercy t© be Ihutfor ov^er againit it? 

- ' and, 
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^ and, Why is it to be the only fad crime that 

* the injured may »ot remits or reaibn^ or 
^ imagination pais over without a fear? — Is, 
^ it the blackefl? In what catalogue of 
^ human offences is it fo marked? or. Is it, 
^ that of all others 'tis a blow moit grievous 
f to be endured ?— The heart cries out. It is 
^ fo : but let me aik my own. What paiiions 

* are they which give edge and force to this 

* weapon which has ilruck me ? and, Whether 

* it is not my own pride, as much as my vir- 
f tues, which at this moment excite ihe^ 

* greateft part of tliat intolerable anguifh in 
^ the wound which I anj laying to her charge ? 

* But, merciful Heaven, was it otherwife, 
^ why is an unhappy creature of thine to be 

* perfecuted by me with fo much cruel fte- 

* venge and rancorous defpite as my firft 
? tranfport called for? — Have faults no exte- 
f nuations? Makes it nothing, that when 
^ the trefpafs was committed, fhe forfook 

* the partner of her guilt, and fled diredlly to 

* her father s houfe? And is there no differ* 

* ence betwixt one prope^fely going out of 
^ the road and continuing there, through <)e-* 
1 pravity of will^ — and a haplefs wanderer 
Mlraying by delufton, and warily treading 
^ back her fteps ? — Sweet is the look of 
f Ibrrow for an offence, in a heart deter- 
f. mined, never to commit it more! — Upon 

* that altar only could I offer up my wrongs. 

* Cmel is the- -puniftiment which an in- 

* genuous mind willi take upon ' itfelf, from 
^ die remorfe of (o^ hard a trefpafs a^inft 
/ . 2 ^ me ; 
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* me i and if that will Hot 'balanee the 'ac-* 
' count,-^juft God ! Jet me forgive the reft; 
•Mercy ^vcU becomes the heart of all thy 

* creatures !— biitmbft of thy.fervanfc, a Le^ 

* tite^ who offers up fo many daily faciifice$ to 

* thee, for the trtmfgreffions of thy people.-^ 
.-—••But to little purpofe/ he ir'ould add, 

* have I ferved at thy altar, where my bufi* 

* nefs was tcr fue for ifliercy, had I not leairnt 

* to pra<ftife it/ :?..:' 

Peftce and happinefs red upon thd head and 
heart of every 'man who can tlius think ! • 
^ So he arofe, and went after her, to fpeak 
^ friendly unto ta«:''-^in the o(riginal,-Hftf 
jpeak to her heart ;^'^to apply t6 their former 
cadearments,— and to a(k, How fhe could 
be fo unkind to him, and ib- very unkind to 
herfelf? — 

— ^^Even the upbraidingfi of tlie/ quiet and 
lelenting are fweet 2 not like the ftrivings of 
the 6ett5e and inexorable, . who bite and de* 
vouT all 'who have- thwarted thetSi in their 
way }-^but ' they are calm and boiirtediis( 
like the fpirit which watches over their cha-> 
rad;er; How could^fuch a tidmpei* /^woo the 
daiiiffel, and not/ bring her-back't:;or; How 
could the father of the damfel, iii fuch r a 
fcene, have a heau t open to any: iaxprefQiom 
but .thofe » mentioned in : the text ;f^^vThat 
^' when he faw him, he rejoiced to meet J^m i'^ 
*+-tirged his ftdy. from day tdivdayiii witix;that 
molt irt-efiftiblej ofalJinvitatibnsir^ rfiJomfopk 
^thj hearty and tan*y ail nighty aodt let thinct 
" heart be merrr/' /^yii-d \\ :.ii 

If 
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If Mercy and Truth thus met together irt 
fettling this account, ' Lo^ie Would furely.bcf 
of the* paaty : great i — great is its power in 
cementing what has been broken, and wiping 
out MTiongs fev^u from the memory itfdf? 
and fo it was>-^for tlic Levitc arfarfe up^ and 
with him his concubine and his' fcrx'-ant, and 
tliey departed* : » 

i it ferves no pitipofe to purfue the ftory ftir-* 
ther; the cataftrophe is horrid, and would 
lead ' *iis beyond the particular purpofe for 
which! have enlarged upon thus much of it j 
and that is^ to difcrcdit ralh judgmeut, and 
illuftrate from the manner of coiidud:ing 
this drama^ the courtefy which th&dramatis 
perfofiiT of every other piecie may. have a right 
td. - . Alraott one balf of ouif tinie is fperit in 
telling and hearing evil of one another ;^^fi)ine 
tinfotttinate knight is alwa}^ upon the ftage; 
•*-^and every ;hour brings- forth fomething 
ftrange and terrible to fill up fcrar difcourfc 
and our aiionilhuient, • How pG()ple caa be 
fo foolifh l'-4*and 'tis well if the? compliment 
ends there } fo that there is' not a .fociad vir-. 
tue for which there ,is fo ^onilant a: demand^ 
^-^or, coMffcquentlj'^^ fo weH worth eultivatingy 
as that which oppofes. liii!^ vmfriendly current- 
Many apod i-apid are the fprihgs which feed 
it; and various and fudden, God knows, are 
the' gufrs i which render it unfafe to us in^ this 
ihort ptaifage of lour life 1 Let us^i make the 
difiiourie as-fenribeable as \ve can, by ttsamig 
fome ofilSie niDft remarkable of them'nji.ta 
tlieir fource, . : ^ • 

Andy 
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And, firft, there is one miferable inlet to 
this evil, and which, by the way, if fpeculation 
is fup|X)fed to precede practice, raay have 
been derived, for aught 1 know, from fome of 
our bufieft enquirers after nature ; — and that 
is, when with more zeal than knowledge we 
account for phenomena bcJfoiie we are. fure of 
their exiftence. — " It is not the manner of 
" the Romans,. to condemn any man to^death^' 
(much lefs to be martyred) faid Feftus ; — 
*' and doth our law judge, any man before it 
" hear him, and know what he doth i" cried 
Nicodemua : " and he that anfwereth, or de- 
" termineth a. matter before he has heard it, 
?* —it is foll}^ and a (hame unto him/': — We 
are generally in fuch a hafte to .make our own 
decrees, that we pafs over the juftice of thefe, 
—and then the fcerie is fb changed by it, that 
'tis our, own folly only which is real, iiud that 
of the accufed which is imaginary : thro' too 
much precipitancy - it will happen fo ; and 
then the j«ft is fpoiled^r-rocwe havecuiticifed 
oirown ihadaw.. 

A fecondway is, when the. procpfs goe3 on 
DSLore .orderly, and we bc^in with getting in- 
form atioh;-^ but do it from tjiofe fufpecfted 
evidences, againft which our Saviour warns us 
when he bids us " Not to judge according to 
"appearance/' — In truth, 'tia behind thefe 
that mod of the tilings which blind human 
judgment, lie concealed ;-i-andj on the con- 
trary,: there ane many things which appear to 
be, — ^ which are not: " Chrift, came eating 
".and drinking,— behold a M'ine-bibbex !" — 

..=• . i-:/, he 
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■he Ikfc ' iivitli' firineifs,****iiie -vms ■ Uieir: Iriead :-=- 
in many pafbff'of v%ioh kind, Tmtb, like a 
THodcft matfonV-fct^ms art;— and idiiUains. to 
prcft herfelf f«rwai<ls into the circle to be 
fcdn i —i ground fuffidicnt for Sufpicioin. to 
draw 'Up the ^libelji-i-for Malice to give the 
torttffc,— ior raih ifoidgmeni' td ftsrt up and 
pafs ft final ferttcnce. 

' A third way is, when the faiSa whifch de* 
note mireondu^t'are Icfs dilputuble, butaift 
commented upon with an aiijerity of lienfiirei 
JirhJoh a humane or a gracious temper would 
fpare. ■ An abhorrence 'againft iwhat is cd- 
minal, is ih fail* a:plcafDrthis, and looks fo 
like vii-*nc in fbelace^ that in a fci^dn -againft 
rafli i^ndgmenti it tr-auld be unicafonable to 
call!^ in <|UtftiK>ny-^and yet, i declare, in tha 
JuUfelti:rfii'rentof exclamations which tlfc guilty 
tan defejvr^that lliefimple aptJiirophc; * Who 
« nntdife'me t« di^i^ ?— ^wby was hot Jranex-^ 
» anipld?'.' wowld tbnch. my- heart imoi'e,! . and 
^i^e;fflea beitcv ipariteftof thp comthentntorij 
— than the moft coiTofivc perioii vow -cotild 
swld. -1"b^ pwfiilfli'Bhfcntdf tbe unbajjpy, i fear, 
Js'enongh'^v3t;fc(»irt.jt;-*-^KMd*were\it.iMt,-^'tiB 
j>it&o«3,:the^rtgueioif'a GhriliiaH (^rkofeiTEiH 
giUMi'ls till camionr and<icooirtefy^ flioald^be 
iriarie -the executionei-il ■ .'TVYe. fiudiih^the'dUv 
cdut-fcl l^twiicn: Abraheimiiand thainiki<p\miti 
though the otiO'Wds ilk Keavedtiiid ihuiDlMfr 
itf'HeU^yetftiUtTiepaltriarcJitiX'atod liira with. 
Ji*ld;*^guagei:«-^*:Sob fSon, remember (ha* - 
15. thou in">tkyi'hfevtrnie,'' ivc.^And in thdj 
dHijivte'abotitlihc body ot" Moles, betwecj 
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Af ctangel and the Devil (himfelf) St. Jiide 
tells us, he durft not bring a railing accufation 
flgainft him ; — 'twas unworthy his high cha-» 
fafter, — ^andj indeed^ might have been impo- 
litic top ; for if he had (as one of our divines 
notes upon the paflage) the Devil had been 
too hard for him at railing;-^ 'twas his own 
weapon ;-^and the bafeft fpirits^ after his ex- 
am^le^ are the moft expert at it. 

This leads me to the obfervation of a fourth 
cruel inlet into this evilj and that is, the defire 
of being thought men of wit and parts ; and 
the vain expe6lation of coming hoheftly by 
the title, by Ihrewd and farcaltic refiedtions" 
Upon whatever is done in the world, . This 
is fetting up trade upon the broken ftocji of 
other people's failings,— perhaps their mif- 
fortunes :- — fo much good may it do them with 
what honour they can get,r— the furtheft ex- 
tent of which, I think, is to be praifed, as we 
do fome fauces, with tears in our eyes. It is a 
commerce moft illiberal ; and as it requires no 
vaft capital, too niany embark in it; and fo 
long as there are bad pailions to be gratified, 
and bad heads to judge, — with fuch it 
may pafs for wit, or at leaft, like fome vile 
relation whom all the family is aihamed of^ 
claim kindred with it, even in better compa- 
nies. Whatever be the degree of its affinity, 
it has helped to give wit a bed name : as if 
the main effence of it was fatire : — k^ertainly 
there is a difference between Bitternefs and 
Saltnefs: — that is, — between the majignity, 
and the feftivity of wit :— the one is a n)erQ 
• . voL.i.ii. R <iuicknels 
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quicknei3 of ^ppdreh^fiod^ void of bumanitjV 
-t---aBd is a talent of the Devil : tbe other 
comes from the ;Fathet'^of -Spirita, fo pum 
and abftFadied ^&m ^ peifoixs^ that wiUiagljr 
it hurtsuM) ifiafi-; ot, if-ittbtiches tipou aa 
indecorum, 'tis with that: dexterity of true 
genius, which enaWea him rather to give a 
new colour to tlie abfurdity, and let it psft. 
— Hepaay fmile at the Ihape of the obdilk 
faifed to another's fame ; — but the aaalignant 
wit will level it at once with the ground^ and 
build his own upon the ruins of it. — 

What then, ye rafli cenfurers of the world \ 
Have ye no manfions for your crediit but 
thofe from whence ye have extruded the ri^ht 
owners ? Are there no.r^ions for you to flime 
in, that ye defcend for it into the low eaveros 
of abufe and crimination ? Have ye: no feata 
but thofe of the fcomful to fit down in ? If 
Honour has miftook his road, or the Virtues, in 
their exceffes, have approached toa neat the 
confines of Vice, are they, therefore, to be eaft 
down the precipice ? Muft beauty for ever be 
trampled upon in the dirt for one — one faHe 
ftep ? And Ihall: no one virtue or good quality, 
out of the thottfsjtnd the fair penitent may have 
left, — ihatt not one of them be faffeied to^ftandt 
by her i — ^Juft Gtod of i^eaven and earth I 

—But thou art merciful, loving, and ngh-^ 
leous, and looked down with pity upom thefa 
1ia^o»gs thy fervanta do unto> each others Pais 
^k» us, we befeech thee, for thenv and all 
Ojai^ tna^fgreflions ! let it not be remembered 
that we were brethren of the fame Aefb, the 

♦ . . .&me 



SERMON XVIIL 243 

fame feelings and infirmities ! O my God 1 
write it not down in tliy bopk that thou 
madeft us merciful after thy own image ! — 
that thou haft given us a reUgion fo courteous, 
— &> good tempered, — that every precept of it 
carries a balm along with it to heal the fore- 
nefs of our natures and fweeten our fpirits, 
that we might live with fuch kind intercourfe 
in this wQiid^ as will fit us to e^ll tog^tb^ 
in a betten 
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: -FELlx'a BEHAVIOUR foWARDS PAl^I^ 

, , EXAMINED. 

. . * * - ACTS xxir. 26. 

Be hoped alfcs tlutt money (hould have been given him of Paul> tBat 

he might loofe him. 

A NOBLE objecft to take up the confidera- 
tion of tlie Roman governor ! 

— " He hoped that money fliovild have 
been given him ;'" — for what end ? To enable 
him to judge betwixt right and wrong ? — and, 
From whence was it to be wrung ? From the 
poor fcrip of a difciple of the carpenter's fon, 
who left nothing to his followers but poverty 
and fufferings ! — 

And was this Felix ? — the great, the noble 
Felix. — Felix the happy ! — the gallant Fe- 
lix, who kept Drufilla ! — Could he do this ? 
— Bafe paflion, — what canll thou not make 
us do ! 

Let us confider the whole tranfa6lion. 

Paul, in the beginning of this chapter, had 
been accufed before Felix, by Tertullus, of 
very grievous crimes; — of being a peftilent 
fellow,— a mover of feditions, and a profaner 
of the temple, &c. — To which accufations, 
the apoftle having liberty from Felix to reply, 
he makes his defence, from the 10th to the 
22d verfe, to this purport : — He Ihews him, 

• ., firft. 
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fitft, that the whole charge was deftitute of 
all proof; which he openly challenges them to 
produce againft him, if they had it ;•— that, 
on the contrary, he was. fo far froni being the 
man TertuUus had reprefented, that the very 
principles of the religion with which. he thea 
flood charged, — and which they called He- 
refy, led him to be the moft unexceptionable 
in his conduct, by the continual exercife which 
it demanded of him, of having a confcience 
void of offence at all times, both towards God 
and man:— that confiftently with this, hisad- 
verfaries had neither found him in the temple 
difputing with any man, neither raifmg up the 
people, either in the fynagogue, or in the 
city; — for this he appeals, to themfelves :— 
that it was but twelve days fince he came up 
*to Jerufalem for to worlhipr^ — that during 
that time, when he purified in the temple, he 
did it as became him, without noife, without 
tumult : this he calls upon the Jews who came 
from Afia, and were eye^witneffes of his be- 
haviour, to atteft; — and, in a word, he urges 
the whole defence before Felix in fo ftrong a 
manner, and with fuch plain and natural argu- 
ments of his innocence, as to leave no colour 
for his adverfaries to reply. 

There was, however, Itill one adverfary in 
tihis court, — though filent, yet not fatisfied.— 

— Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus ! roll up 
the charge: a more notable orator than thyfelf 
m rifen up, — ^"tis Avarice ; and that too in the 
moft fatal place for the prifoner it could have 

n 3 taken 
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taken pofleffion of; — ^'tis in the heart of the 
man who judges him. 

If Felix believed Paul innocent, and ad«d 
accordingly ;— that is, releafed him without 
reward^— this fubtile advocate told him he 
would lofe one of the profits of his employ- 
flient ;-*^-and if he acknowledged the faith of 
Chrift, which Paul occafionally explained in 
his defence, — it told him, he might lofe the 
employment itfelf ; — ^fo that, notwithftanding 
the character of the Apoftle appeared (as it 
was) moft fpotlefs, and the faith he profeffed 
fo vety clear, that as he urged it the heart gave 
its confent, — ^yet at the fame time, the paf- 
fions rebelled ; and fo ftrong an intereft was 
formed thereby, againll the firft impreiTions 
in favour of the man and his caufe, that both 
were difmiffed ; — the one to a more conve- 
nient hearing, which never came; the other 
to the hardfnips of a prifon for two whole 
years, — hoping, as the text informs us, that 
money fhould have been given him : and even 
at the laft, when he left the province, willing 
to do the Jews a pleafure; — that is, — to ferve 
his intereft in another fliape, with all the con- 
vidlion upon his mind that he had done no- 
thing worthy of bonds, he, neverthelefs, left 
the holy man bound, and configned over to 
the hopelefs profpe6t of ending his days in the 
fame ftate of confinement in which he had 
ungeneroufly left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs is It 
vice not matiitally cruel in itfelf, that there 

muil 
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miift certainly have been a mixture of other 
inotives in the governor's breaft, to account 
for a proceeding fo contrary to humanity and 
his own conviction: and could it be of ufe 
to raijfe conje6lures upon it, there feems biit 
too probable grounds for fuch a fuppofition. 
It feems that Drufilla, whofe curiofity, upon 
a double account, had led her to hear Paul, 
*~(for fhe was a daughter of Abraham — as 
well as of Eve) — was a character which 
might have figured very well even in our 
own times; for, a« Jofephus tells us, (he 
had left the Jew her hufband; and, without 
any pretence in their law to juftify a divorce, 
had given herfelf up without ceremony td 
Felix; for which caufe, though Ihe is lier6 
called his wife, flie was, in reafon and 
juftice, the wife of another man^ — and cpn- 
fequently lived in an open ftate of adultery; 
* — fo that when Paul, in explaining the faith 
of Chrift, took occafion to argue upon the 
morality, of the Gofpel, — and urged the eter- 
nal laws of juftice, the unchangeable obli- 
gations to temperance, of which chaftity ^vals 
a branch,— it was fcarce poifible to frame 
his difcourfe fo (had he wiftied to temporize) 
but that either her intereft or her love imift 
have taken offence : and though we dp not 
read, like Felix, that fhe trembled at the 
account, 'tis yet natural to imagine flie was 
affe<fted with other paffipns, of which the 
4apoftle might feel the effects; — and 'twas 
well be fuflfered no moi-Cj if two f«eh violent 

R 4 enemies 
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enemies as luft and avarice were combined 
againfl him. 

But this by the way;' — for as the text 
feeras only to acknowledge one of thefe 
natives, it is not our bufmefs to affign the 
other. 

It i3 obfervable, that this fame apoftle, 
fpeaking, in the Epiftle to Timothy, of th^ 
ill effedls of this fame ruling pallion, affirms, 
that it is the root of all evil; and I make 
no doubt but the remembrance of his own 
fufferings had no fmall fliare in the feverity 
of the reile(9;ion. — Infinite are the examples 
where the love of money is only a fubordi-^ 
nate and minifterial paffion, exercifed for 
the fupport of fome other vicqs; and 'tis 
generally found, when there is either am-^ 
bition, prodigality, or lull, to be fed by it, 
that it then rages with the leaft mercy and 
difcretion ; in which cafes, ftri6ily fpeaking, 
it is not the root of other evils, — but other 
evils are the root of it. 

This forces me to recall what I have faid 
upon covetoufnefs, as a vice not naturally 
cruel; it is not apt to reprefent itfelf to our 
imaginations, at firft fight, under that idea; 
we confider it only as a mean, worthlefs turn 
of mind, incapable of judging or doing what 
is right: but as it is a vice which does not 
always fet up fpr itfelf, — to know truly what 
it is in this refpe(9:, we mui^ know what 
roafters it ferves:— they are many, and of 
YgMfi0US.;cafts a}id hun>QUfs;-^and each pnp 
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lencb it fomething of its own complexional 
tint and character. 

r.. This, I fupppfe, may be the caufe that 
titere . is ^ greater * and more whimfical 
TOyftery in the love of money, than in the 
darkeft and mod nonfenfical problem that 
ever was pored on. 

Even at the beft, and when the pafiion 
iepnis to feek nothing more than its own 
^mufement,— there is little, — very little, I 
fear, to be faid for its humanity, — It may be 
a fport to the mifer; — but conlider,-^it muft' 
be death and deftru6lion to others. — The 
moment this fordid humour begins to govern, 
' — farewell all honeft and natural affe6lion! 
farewell all he owes to parents, to children, 
to friends ! — how faft the obligations vanifti ! 
fee, — he is now llripped of all feelings what- 
ever: — the 111 rill cry of Juftice, — and the 
low lamentation of humble Diftrefs, are notes 
equally beyond his compafs ! — Eternal God ! 
fee ! — he palfes by one whom thou haft juft 
bruiled, without one penfive reflection! — he 
enters the cabin of the widow whofe hufband 
and child thou haft taken to thyfelf, — exacts 
his bond without a figh !— Heaven ! if I am 
to be temptpd,— let it be by glory, — by am- 
bition, — by fome generous and manly vice: 
— if I muft fall, let it be by fome paflion 
which thou haft planted in my nature, which 
Ihall not harden my heart, but leave me room 
at laft to retreat and come back to thee ! 

It would be eafy here to add the common 
9.rguments which, reafon qfters againft this 

vice: 
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vice : but they are fo well undefftood, bdlli 
in matter and form, — it is needlefi. 

I might cite to you what Seneca fays Xipoa 
it; — but the misfortune is, that at the fatM 
time he was writing againft riches, he va4 
enjoying a great eftate, and ufing 6irery 
means to make that cfftate fttil greater! 

With infinite pleafure might a preacher 
enrich his difcourfe in this place, by weaving 
into it all the fmart things which ancient or 
modem wits have faid upon the love of 
money:— he might infonn you, 

* — That poverty wants fomething:— that 

* covetoufnefs wanteth all !' 

* That a mifer can only be faid to have 

* riches as a fick man has a fever, which holds 

* and tyrannizes over the man, — not he over 
' it V 

^ That covetoufnefs is the lliirt of the foul^ 

* — the laft vice it parts with '/ 

* That nature is content with few things ; 

* — or, that nature is never fatisfied at all^' 
&c. 

The reflexion of our Saviour, ^' That the 
** life of man confifteth not in the abundance 
•^ of the things which he poffeffeth,'' — fped.ks 
more to the heart; — and the fmgle hmt of 
the Camel, and what a very narrow paffage 
he has to go through, — has more coercion in 
it than all the fee-mws of philofophy. 

I Ihall endeavour therefore to draw fuch 
other reflecSfcions from this piece of iUered 
hlftory as are applicable to human life, — 
and more likdy to be of ufe. 

There 



SERMON XIX. 1151 

•There is nothing generally in which our 
happinefs and honour are more nearly con- 
.icemed, than in forming true notions both of 
men and things; for in proportion as we 
think rightly of them, we approve ourfelves 
to the world; — and as we govern ourfelves 
by fuch judgments, fo we fecure our peace ' 
arid well-being in paffing through it: the 
;falfe Heps and ndifcarriages in life, iffuing 
from a defeat in this capital point, are fo 
many and fatal, that there can be nothing 
more inftrucftive than an inquiry into the 
caufes of this perverfion, which often ap- 
pears fo very grofs in us, that were you to 
take a view of the world, — fee what notions 
it entertains, and by what confiderations it 
is governed, — you would fay of the miftakes 
of human judgment, what the prophet does 
of the folly of human actions, — " That we 
** were wife to do evil; but to judge rightly, 
.^ had no underftanding/' 

That in many dark and abftrafted quef- 
tions of mere fpeculation, we fliould err, — 
is not ftrange : we live among myfteries and 
riddles; and almoft every thing which comes 
in our way, in one light or other, may be 
faid. to baffle our underftandings, — ^yet fel- 
dom fo as to miftake in extremities, and 
take one contrary for another. — ^'Tis very 
rare, for inftance, that we take the virtue 
of a plant to be hot, when it is extremely 
cold;— K)r that we try the experiment of 
opium to keep us waking: — ^yet this we 
are continually attempting in the conduit 

of 
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of life, as well» as in the great ends and 
meafures of it. That fuch wrong determiii- 
ations in us do arife from any defeiSi of 
judgment inevitably mifleading us,— rwould 
reflect diflionour upon God; as if he had 
made and fent men into the world on pur- 

Eofe to play the fool. His all-bountiful 
and made his judgment, like his heart, 
upright; and the inltances of his fagacity, 
in other things, abundantly confirm it: we 
are led therefore in courie to a fuppofition, 
that in all inconliftent inttances there is a 
fecret bias, fomehow or other, hung upon 
the mind, which turns it afide from reafon 
and truth. 

^Vhat this is, if we do not care to fearch 
for it in ourfelves, we fliall find it regiftered 
in this tranfadlion of Fehx: and we may 
depend, that in all wrong judgments what- 
ever in fuch plain cafes as this, that the 
fame explanation muft be given of it which 
is given in the text, — namely. That it is 
fome felfifli confideration — fome fecret dirty 
engagement with fome little appetite, which 
does us fo much diihonour. 

'J1ie judgments of the more difinterefted 
and impartial of us, receive no fmall tincture 
from our affections : we generally confult 
them in all doubtful points ; and it happens 
well if the matter in queftion is not almoft 
fettled before the arbitrator is called into 
the debate.— But in the more flagrant in- 
fiances, where the paffions govern the whole 
man, 'tis melancholy to fee the office to 

which 
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which Reafon, the great prerogative of his 
nature, is reduced; ferving the lower appe-^ 
tites in the difhoneft drudgery of finding 
out arguments to juftify the prefent purfuit. 

* To judge rightly of our own worth, we 
fliould retire a little from the w^orld, to fee 
All its plieafurefe, — and pains too, in theiir 
proper fize and dinienfions. — ^This, no doubt, 
was the reafon St* Paul, when he intended to 
convert Felix, began his difcourfe upon the 
day of judgment, on purpofe to' take the 
heart off from this world and its pleafures; 
which difhonour the underfianding fo, as 
to turn the wifell of men into fools and 
children. 

• If you enlarge your obfervations upon this 
plan, you will find where the evil lies which 
has fupported thofe defperate opinions which 
have fo* long di\^ded the Chriftian world,— r 
and are likely to divide it for ever. 

C6nfider' popery well; you will be con- 
vinced, that the trueft definition which can 
be given jof rit is, — ^That it is a pectmiary 
fyftem^ weli contrived to operate upon men's 
paflions. and weaknefs, whilft their pockets 
-are o'picking! Run through all the points 
of i difference between us;— and when you 
fee that, in every one of them, they ferve 
the fame ehd'.which Felix had in view, either 
of money or power, there is little room left 
Jto doubt whence the cloud arifes which is 
fpread over the nnderllanding- 

If this reafoninjsj is conclulive with reirard 
to thofe who merely differ, from us in re- 
i. :/ ■ * ' ligion, 
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ligion, — let us try if it will not hold good 
with regard to thofe who have none at all ;— 
or rather, who affe<9; to treat all perfuafions 
of it with ridicule alike. Thanlw to good 
fenfe, good manners, and a more enlarged 
knowledge, this humour is going down, and 
feems to be fettling at prefent chiefly amongft 
the inferior claffes of people, — where it i$ 
likely to reft. As for the loweft ranks, though 
they are apt enough to follow the modes of 
their betters, yet are they not likely to be 
llruck with this one, of making menry with 
that which is their confolation ; they are too 
ferious a fet of poor people ever heartily to 
enter into it. — 

There is enough, however, of it in the 
world to fay, that this all-lkcred fyilem^ 
which holds the world in harmony and 
peace, is too often the firft object tliat the 
giddy and mconfiderate make choice of to 
try the temper of their wits upon. Now, 
of the numbers who make this experiment, 
do you believe that one in a thou&nd doe* 
it froon coDvi<SliQn,^~or from argument s^ wliiek 
a courfe of ftudy,- — much cool reafoning,.aD4 
a fober iiiquiry into antiquity^ and thfe true 
merits of the queftion, have fiirniihed him 
with ? — ^The years and way of life of the moll 
forward of thefe, lead us to a different exr 
planation. 

Bdigioo, which lays fo many reftraints 
upon us, is a troubleifemje companioti to tkoCb 
who wiR kyno reftraints upon tiiemfelves; 
— and forldbas rcalbn there, is nothnig morD 

8 common 
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common to be obferved, than that the little 
arguments and cavils whicih fuch men have ga- 
thered up againft it in the early part of their 
lives, — how confiderable foever they may 
have appeared, when viewed through their 
paffions and prejudices, which give an unna- 
tural turn to all objects, — yet, when the edge 
of appetite has been worn down, and the heat 
of the purfuit pretty well over, — and reafon 
and judgment have got poffeflion of their 
empire, — 

— They feldom fail of bringing the loft 
(heep back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amen, 
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THE PRODIGAL SON. 
Luke, XV. 13. 




1 have sinned against Heaven, and in thy sight, t 
more worthy to be called thy son. 
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LUKE Xt. 13^ 

And Hot many days after, the younger fon gathered alt he hal 
togctheTi and took his journey into a far country^ 

I KNOW not whether the reitlark is to our 
honour or otherwifc^ that lefibna of wifdom 
have never fuch power over us as when they 
arie wrought into the heart through the 
ground-work of a ftorv which engages the 
paffions. Is it that we are Kke iron^ and muft 
firft be heated before w^ can be wrought up- 
on ? or^ Is the heart fo in love with deceit^ 
that^ where a true report will ndt teach it^ we 
muft cheat it with a fable^ iii ordet to come 
at truth ? 

Whether this parable of the Prodigal (for 
fo it is ufually called) is really fuch,-— or built 
upon fome ftory known at that time in Jerufa- 
lem, is not much to the purpofe; it is given 
us to enlarge upon, and turn to the beft moral 
account we can. 

" A certain man/' fays our Saviour, " had 
*^ two fons, and the younger of them faid to 
" his father. Give me the portion of goods 
*^ which falls to me : and he divided unto 
" them his fubftance. And not many days 
^* after, the younger fon gathered all together, 

VOL. III. s " and 
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" and took his journey into a far country, and 
" there wafted hia fubftance with riotous 
" living/' * .... 

The account is fliort : the interefting and 
pathetic paflages with which fucli a tranfac- 
tion would be neceflarily connected, are left 
to be fupplied by the heart: — the ftory is 
iilent, — but Nature is not : — much kind ad- 
vice, and many a tender expoftulation, would 
fall from the father's lips, no doubt, upon this 
occafion- 

He would diffuade his fon from the folly of 
fo rafli an enterprize, by Ihewing him the dan* 
gers of the journey, — the inexperience of his 
age, — -the hazards his life, his fortune, his vir- 
tue, would run, without a guide, without a 
friend : he would tell him of the many fnares 
and temptations which he had to avoid or en- 
counter at every ftep, — the pleafun^s which 
would folicit him in everv luxurious court,-^ 
the little knowledge he could gain, — except 
that of evil : he would fpeak of the feduc- 
tions of women, — their charms, — their poi- 
fons ; — what haplefs indulgences he might 
fijive way to when far from rellraint, and the 
check of giving his father pain. 

The diUlialive would but inflame his defire. 
—He ffatliors all tooether. 

■— — I fee the pic^luve of his departure; — 
the camels and afles loaden with his fubftance, 
detached on one fide of the piece, and already 
on their way :— the prodigal fon ftanding on 
the fore-ground, with a forced fedatenefs, 
ftruggling againft the fluttering movement of 

joy. 
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joy, uport his deliverance from reftraint :— t 
the elder brother holding his hand, as if un« 
willing to let it go : — the father, — fad mo- 
ment ! with a firm look, covermg a prophetic 
fentiment^ * that all would not go well with 
* his child /-^approaching to embrace him 
and bid him adieuv — -roor inconfiderate 
youth!; From whofe arms art thou flying r^. 
From what a flielterart thou going fopth in tft 
the ftorm ? Art thou weary of a father s afiec-; 
tion^— of a fathers care ? or, Hopell thou toj 
find a warmer intereft,^ truer counfellbr^^ or a 
kinder friend in a land of ftrangers, whem 
youth is made a prey, apd fo many tlipufends 
are. confederated to deceive them, .and live 
by their fpoils ? ; , . ^ 

We will feek no farther than this iclea.for 
the extravagances by which the prodigal fon 
added one unhappy example to the number : 
his fortune wafted, — the followers of it fled in 
courfe,-^the wants of nature remain,~-^the 
hand of God gone forth againlt him ;— " for 
*' when he had fpent all, a mighty famine 
*' arofe in that country/'— Heaven ! have pity 
upon the youth, for he is in hunger and dif- 
trefs ; — ftrayed out of the reach of a parent, 
who counts every hour of his abfence with 
anguilh ; — cut off from all his tender offices 
by his folly, — and from relief and charity 
from others, by the calamity of the times ! 

Nothing fo powerfully calls honie the 
mind as diftrefs ! the tenfe fibre then relaxes, 
.—the foul retires to itfelf, — fits penfive and 
fufceptible pf right ijiipreffiQns : if we have ^ 
i . s 2 * friend, 
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friend, ^tis then we think of fcim ; if n befte- 
fad;oT, at that moment all his kindnelTes prefe 
flpoti bur mind.— Graciovis and bountiful 
God ? Is it not fot this that th6j who, in their 
][)t6fj)erity, forget thee, do y et rbnieuiber and 
iteturri to thee in the hour of their forrow? 
Whefa our heart is in heavinefs, upon whom 
can we think but thee^ who knoweft our ne* 
fcefli ties afar oif,— putteft all ouf tears in thy 
bottle, — feeft every careful thought, — bear- 
ftl every figh and melancholy groan we utter f 
^' Strange ! — that we fliould only begin to 
think of God with comfort, when with joy 
and comfort we can think of hothing felfe! 

Man furely is a compound of riddles and 
contradictions : by the h\w of his nature he 
avoids pain, and yet, " unlefs he fuffers in the 
^' flelh, he will not ceafe from fm,'^ though it 
is fure to bring pain and mil'ery upon his head 
for ever. 

Whilll all went pleafunible on with the pro- 
digal, w C hear not one word concerning his 
father; — no pang of remorfe for the fuffer- 
ings in which he had left liim, or refolutiort 
of returning, to make Up the account of his^ 
folly : — his firll hour of dilh-efs fcem'd to he 
his firft hour of wifdom ? — -^^ When he came 

to himfelf, he faid,; How many hired fer- 

Vants of my father have bread enough and 

to fpare, whilft I perifli !' 

Of all the terrors of nature, that of one day 
cr other dying by hunger, is the greateft ; and 
it is wifely wove into our frame to aw aken 
toan to induftryj and call forth his talents,* 
' • and 






and though yre feem to go on carelefsly fport- 
ing with it as we do with other terrors^-^yet 
he that fees this enemy fairly^ and in his moft 
irightii)! ihape, will need no long remon- 
Hmnee to make him turn out of the way 
to avoid him. 

It was the cafe of the prodigal ; — ^he arof^ 
tp g9 to his father. 

Alas ! How fliould he tell his ftory ?— r 

Ye who have trod this round, tell me in what 
words he (hall give ia to hi9 father the fad 
itemsf of his extravagan.ee. 

^The feafts and banquets which he gavQ 

to whole cities in the eaft, — the cofts of Aliatic 
jrarities, — ^and of Afiatic cooks to drefs them; 
— the expences of finging men and finging 
women, — the flute, the harp, the fackljut^ 
and of all kinds of muftc ; — the drefs of the 
i^erfian courts, how magnificent ! their llave3 
how numerous ! — their chariots, their horfes, 
their palaces, their furniture, what immenfo 
fuips they had devoured ! — what expectations 
from flrangers of condition ! what exadtions ! 

How fliall the youth ii^ake his father com- 
prehend that he W4S cheated at Damafcus by 
one of the beft men in the world; — that he 
had lent a part of his fubftance to a friend at 
JJineveh, who had fled off with it to the 
Ganges ; — that a whore of Babylon had fwal- 
lowed his bell pearl, and anointed the whole 
city witlji his balm of Gilead; — that he had 
been fold by a man of honour for twenty 
ihekels of filver to a worker in graven imaijes; 
— that the images he had purchafed had 

s 3 profited 
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profited him nothing;— that they ct>uld not 
be tranfported acrofs the wildernefs, and had 
been burnt with fire at Shufafi ;■— 4hat the 
^ apes aiid peacocks, which he bad* font for 
from Tarfis, lay dead upon his hands; and 
that the mummies had not been dead Jong 
enough, which had becjn brought him out 
of Egypt: — that all had gone wrong fince the 
day he forfook his fathers houfe? 

Leave the fi:ory ; — it will be told more 

concifely. — "When he was yet afar off, his 
" father faw him;'' — Compalfion told it in 
three words, — " he fell upon his neck, and 
♦< kiflTed him." 

• Great is the pOWer of eloquence; but 
never is it fo great as when it pleads along 
with Nature, and the culprit is a child ftrayea 
from his duty, and returned to it again with 
tears. Cafuifts may fettle the point as they 
will; but what could a parent fee more in 
the account than the natural one, of an in- 
;enuous heart too open for the world, -*^ 
Tmitten with fl:rong fenfations of pleafures^ 
and fufFered to fally forth unarmed into the 
midfl; of enemies fl:ronger than himfelf ? 

Generofity^forrows as much for the over-^ 
matched, as Pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a fon ib ruin'd, would double 
the father's carefles : every effufion of his ten- 
dernefs would add bitternefs to his fon's re-< 
morfe, — ^ Gracious Heaven \ what a father 
^ have I rendered miferable!' 

♦ Fide z Chron. a. tu 

«And 
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^* And-hcrfaid, I have finned againft Hea- 
*' ven, and in thy fight, and am no more 
*' worthy to be called thy fon/' 

" But the father laid. Bring forth the beft 
« robe/' 

O ye aiFed:ions ! how fondly do you play at 
crofs purpofes with each other! — ^'Tis the na- 
tural dialogue of true tranfport: joy is not 
methodical; and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges itfelf in the offence, — words are 
too cold; and a conciliated heart replies by 
tokens of efteem. 

^* And he faid unto his fervants. Bring forth 
" the beft robe, and put it on him : and put 
•** a ring on his hand, and llioes on his feet, 
" and &ring hither the fatted calf, and let us 
"eat and drink, and be merry/' 

When the affections fo kindly break loofe, 
Joy is another name for Religion. 

We look up as we tafte it: the cold Stoic 
without, when he hears the dancing and the 
muficy may alk fullenly (with the elder bro- 
ther) What it means? and refufe to enter: 
but the humane and companionate all fly 
impetuoufly to the banquet, given for " a fon 
^i who was dead, and is alive again; — who 
" was loft, and is found/' Gentle fpirits, 
light up the pavilion with a facred fire ; and 
parental love and filial piety, lead in the 
maik with riot and wild feilivity! — Was it 
not for this that God gave man mufic to 
ftrike upon the kindly pixffions ; that Nature 
taught the feet to dance to its movements, 
and, as chief governefs of the feaft, poured 
,.• s 4 forth 
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forth wine into the goblet to crown it with 
giadnefs ? 

The intention of this parable is fo dear 
from the occafion of it, that it will not be 
neceffary to perplex it with any tedious 
explanation : it was defigned by way of in- 
direct remonftmnce to the Scribes and 
Pharife^s, who animadverted upon our Sa^ 
viour's conduct;, for entering fo freely into 
conferences with fmners, in order to reclaim 
them. To that end, he propofes the parable 
of the fliepherd, who left his ninety-randi-ninc 
flieep that were fate in the fold, to go and 
feek for one fheep that was gone aflray, — 
teUing them, in other places, that they who 
were whole wanted not a phyfician,Wr-but 
they that were fick : and here, to carry on 
the fame leffon, and to prove how acceptable 
fuch a recovery was to God, he relates this 
ju^count of the prodigal fon and his welcome 
reception, 

I know not whether it would be a fubjeA 
of much edification to convince you hlere, 
that our Saviour, by the prodigal fon, par* 
ticularly pointed at thofe who are Jtntiers of 
the Gentiles J and were recovered by divine 
grace to repentance;— and that, by the elder 
brother, he intended as manifeftly the more 
froward of the Jews, who envied their con- 
vcrfioii, and- thought it a kind of wrong to 
their primogeniture, in being made fellow- 
heirs with them of the promifes of God. 

Thefe ufes have been fo ably fet forth, in 
fo mapy good fermons upou the Prodigal 

Son, 
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jSoti, that I fhall tqra afide from them at 
prefent, and content myfelf with fome re- 
dai^ons upon that fatal pailion which led 
him,-— and fo many thoufknds after the ex- 
ample, ^ to gather all he had together, and 
" take his journey into a far country/' 

The love of variety, or curiofity of feeing 
new things, which is the fame, or at leaft a 
filler pailion to it,-^feeras wove into the 
frame of every fon and daughter of Adam ; 
we ufually fpeak of it as one of Nature's 
levities, though planted within us for the 
folid purpofes of carrying forward the mind 
to irefh inquiry and knowledge. Strip us 
of it, the mind (1 fear) would doze for ever 
over the prefent page, and Ave fliould all 
of us reii at eafe with fuch objefite as pre^ 
fented themfelves in the parifli or province 
where we firft drew breath. 

It is to this fpur, which is ever in our 
fides, that we owe the impatience of this 
defire for travelling: the paffion is no way 
bad,— but, as other? are, — in its mifmanage* 
ment or excefs ;— order it rightly, the ad- 
vantages are worth the purfuit ; — ^the chief of 
which are, — to learn the languages, the laws 
and cuftoms, and vuiderftund the government 
and intereft of other nations ; — to acquire an 
urbanity and confidence of behaviour, and 
fit the mind more eaiily for converfation and 
difcourfe ;— to take us out of the company 
oi our aunts and grandmothers, and from 

iba track of nurfcry miltakes; and by (bow- 
ing 
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ing us new obje^is, or old dnes in new lights^ 
to reform our judgments : — by tailing per- 
petually the varieties of Nature, to kno\r 
'what is good; — by obferving the addrefs and 
arts of man, to conceive what isjincere; — 
and, by feeing the difference of fo many 
various humours and manners, — to look into 
ourfelves, and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we might 
return Avith ; but the impulfe of feeing new 
iights, augmented with that of getting clear 
from all leiTons both of wifdora and reproof 
at home, — carries our youth too early out, to 
turn this venture to much account; on the 
contrary, if the fcene painted of the prodigal 
in his travels, looks more like a copy than an 
original, — will it not be well if fuch an adven* 
turer, with fo unproraifmg a fetting out,— 
without cartey — without corapafs, — ^be not 
call away for ever ; —and may he not be laid 
to efcape well, — if he return to his country 
only as naked as he firft left it? 

But you will fend an able pilot with your 
fon : — a fcholar. 

If wifdom can fpeak in no other language 
but Grcok or Latin, — ^you do well : — or, if 
mathematics will make a man a gentleman, — 
or natural philofophy but teach him to make 
a bow, — he may be of fome fervice in intro- 
ducing your fon into good locieties, and fup- 
porting him in them when he has done ;— ^but 
the uplhot will be generally thisj that, in the 
TOoll proffing occafions of addrefs,^^--if Iia i*^ 4 
. • , 7 mere 



mere man of reading, '^^ iknhappy youth wilt 
have the tutor to carrf,^— arid ' not the tutor 
t6 carry him. • - - 

^^ But you win avoid this extreme; he ihall 
be efcorted by ofte who knows the world, not 
merely from books, — but from his own expe- 
rience; — a man who has been employed on 
fuch fervices, and thrice made the tour of JSw-' 
rope with fuccefs ; — 

^ • — : — ^That is, without breaking his own or 
his pupil's neck ; — for if he is fuch as my eyes 
have feen ! fome broken Swifs valet de ckamh'e^ 
-^ fome geneml undertaker, whd will perform 
the journey in fo many months, if God per-^ 
mit^ — much knowledge will not accrue; — 
fome profit at lealt; — he will learn the 
amount, to a halfpenny, of every ftage from 
Calais to Rome; — he will be carried to the 
beft inns, — inllru6led where there is the beft 
wine, and fup a livre cheaper than if the 
youth had been left to make the tour and the 
bargain himfelf. — -—Look at our governor, I 
befeecji you ! — fee, he is an inch taller as lie 
relates the advantages ! 

And here endeth his pride, his know- 
ledge, and his ufe. 

But, when your fori gets abroad, he will be 
taken out of his hand, by his fociety with men 
of rank and letters, with whom he will pafs 
the greateft part of his time. 

Let me obferve, in the firft place, — that 
company which is really good is very rare, and 
very Ihy ; but you have furmounted this dif- 
ficulty, and procured him the beft letters of 

recom- 
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tecoifimen^atiQii to the moil emiuent aiMi 
refpedUble iu every cs^pitaj. 

And I anfwer, that lie will pbtaia all by 
thera which courtefy llri(^tly ft^4s QJ^Iiged to 
pay on fuch occafions, but no ijipre. 

There is nothing in which we ^re fo inuch 
deceived as in the advantages prppofed froia 
our connections and difcourfe with the literati^ 
&c, in foreign parts; efpecially if the experi^ 
ment is made before we ai'e matured by yejars 
or ftudy. 

Converfation is a traffic; and if you enter 
into it without fome ilock of knowledge to 
balance the account perpetually betwixt you, 
— the trade drops at once : — and this is the 
reafon, — however it may be boalted to the 
contrary, why travellers have fo little (efpe^ 
ciallygood) converfation with natives, — owing 
to their fufpicion, — or, perhaps, conviction, 
that there is nothing to be extracted from the 
converfation of young itinerants woyth the 
trouble of their bad language,-— or the inter- 
ruption of their vifits. 

The pain on thefe occafions' is ufua}Iy reei-» 
procal; the coi^fequenee of which is, thai the 
difappointcd youth feeks an eafier Ibciety ; 
and as bad company is always ready, and .ever 
lying in wait,— the carreer is foon fitiiilied j 
and t^hepoor prodigal feturii»- the fame object 
pf pity with the prodigal in- the Gofp^v- 
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And when thy fon aflccth thee in time to come, faying, Wliat 
mean the teilimonies, and the ilatutes, and the judgments, which 
the Lord our God bath commanded you ? then thou (halt fay 
unto thy fob, We were Pharaoh's bonafmen in Egypt, and the 
Ijord brou^t us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 

These are the words which Mofes left a* 
a Handing anfwer for the children of Ifrael 
to give their pofterity, who in time to come 
might become ignorant, or unmindful of the 
toany and great mercies which God had 
vouchlafed to their forefathers: all which 
had terminated in that one of their deliver-* 
ance out of bondage. 

Though they were directed to fpeak in this 
joanner, each man to his fon, yet one cannot 
fdppofe that the direction ftiould be neceffary 
for tl^e next generation,^-— for the children of 
thofe Avho had been eye-witnefles of God s 
providence : it does not feefti likely that any 
of them Ihould arriVfe to that age of reafonin^ 
Which would put them upon afking the fiip- 
pofed <)l\eftion, and not be long beforehand 
mftrudted in the anfwer. Every parent would 

tell his child the Imrdfliips of his captivity,, 

• 

* Ob the InaiUgviiatidxi of his ^rtfent Majeftj^ . ': 

and 
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and the amazing particulars of his delivftf* 
ance : the ftory was To uncommon, — ^fo full of 
wonder, — and withal, the recital df it would 
ever be a matter of fuch tranfport, it could 
not poffibly be kept a fccret : — the piety and 
gratitude of one generation would anticipate 
the curiofity of another ; their fons would 
learn the ftory with their language. , ^ 

This probably might be the cafe with th« 
firft or lecond race of people ; but in procefs 
of time, things might take a different turn : 
a long and difturbed poffeiVion of their liber- 
ties might blunt the fcni'e of thofe providences 
pf God which had procured them, and fet the 
remembrance of. all his mercies at too great gi 
diftance from their hearts. After they had foe 
fome years been eafed of every real burden, an 
e-\cefs of freedom might make them reftlefs 
under every imaginary one, and, amongft 
others, that of .their religion ; from whence 
they might feek occafion to enquire into the 
foundation and fitnefs of ills ceremonies, its 
ftatutcs, and its judgments. ,^j 

They might alk, What mcan;t fo many cqm,-* 
mands, in matters which to tficni appeared in-j 
different in their own natures ? What pplic*^ 
in ordaining them ? and, What obligatioii 
could there lye upon. reafonaole creatures* to. 
comply with a multitude x>f ♦fuch un^cq^uufe 
able injundlions, fa V^X^,^^!?^- ^i^:^ V^9^^ 

Hereafter,^ BQffiWj^. ! J^?y^^^ 
lengths ; and though their natural bent was 

generally tp>vard§ ►fui^wftit^^ 

\ ./ -4 venturers, 
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venturers, as is ever the cafe, might fteer for 
the 'oppofite coaft, and as they advanced, 
might difcover that all religions, of what de- 
nominations or complexions foever, were 
alike : — tliat the rehgion of their own coun- 
try, in particular, was a contrivance of the 
priefts and Levites, — a phantom dreffed out 
in a terrifying garb of their own making, to 
keep weak minds in fear :— that its rites and 
ceremonies, and numberlefs injunctions, were 
fo many diftcrent wheels in the fame political 
engine, put in, no doubt, to amufe the igno-. 
rant, and keep them in fuch a ftate of dark- 
iiefs as Clerical juggling requires. 

That as for the moral part of it, though it 
was unexceptionable in itfelf, — yet it was a 
piece of intelligence they did not Hand in 
want of; men had natural reafon alwavs to 
have found it out, — and Avifdom to have 
praClifed it, Avithout Moles's alfiftance- 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, they 
might arrive at greater improvements in reli- 
gious controveiiy : — when they had given 
their fyftem of infidelity all the ftrength it 
could admit of from reafon, they might begin 
to cmbellilh it with fome more fprightly con- 
ceits and turns of ridicule. 

Some wanton IfraelitCj ivhen he had eaten 
and was full, might give free fcope and indul- 
gence to this talent- As arguments and 
fober reafoning fail'd, he might turn the edge 
of his wit againft types and fymbols, aud 
treat all the myfteries of his religion, an4 
every tiling that could be:i»id:on jTq fQiipu^.-!! 

fubje6t» 
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fobjed, with faiflety and tnirth : he might 
give rent to a World of pleafantrjr upon many 
facred paiTages of his law : he 'might banter 
the golden calf^ or the brazen ferpent^ with 
gftot courage, — and confound himfelf in the 
diftindtiond of clean and unclean beafts> by 
the defperate fallies of his wit againii them. 

He could but poffibly take one ftep farther^ 
when the land which flowed with milk and 
honey, had quite worn out the impreifions of 
his yoke, and bleffings began to multiply up* 
on his hands, he might draw this curious con-^ 
clufion: — That there was no Being who was 
the autlior and beftowei* of them, — but that 
it was their own arm, and the mightinefs of 
Ifraelitifh ftrength, which had put them, and 
kept them, in poffeffion of fo much happi-« 
nefs.- — 

O Mofes, — How would thy meek aYid pa* 
tient fpirit have been put to the torture by 
fuch a return I If a propenfity towards fu- 
perftition in the Ifraelites did once betray thee 
mto fuch an excefs of anger, that thou threw-» 
eft the two tables out of thj^ hands, which 
God had wrote, and carelefsly hazardedft 
the whole treafure of the world, — with 
what indignation and honeft anguifli.wouldft 
thou have heard the icofiings of thofe who 
denied the hand which btou^t them fotth^ 
and faid, — Who is God, that we ' fhoald 
obey his voice ? — 'With whatrforce and: rira-i 
city wouldft thou have reproached them witli 
the hiftory of their 6wrt nation '—that if .too* 
Iree an efiijoyitietft of God's..Ue^ihgs^^had 

made 
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made them forget to look backwards,— it was 
neceflary to remind them, that their fore-fa- 
thers were l^liaroah's bondfmen in Egypt, 
without profpeift of ch)li\ erance : that tlie 
chains of their captivity had been fixed and 
rivetted by a facceflion of four hundred and 
thirty years, without the interruption of one 
.ftruggle for their hberty : that after the expi- 
ration of that hopelels period, when no natu- 
ral means favoured the event, they were 
fnatched, almoft againft their own wills, out 
of the hands of their oppreflbis, and led 
through an ocean of dangers, to the polfeffion 
of a land of plenty : that this change in their 
affairs, was not the produce of chance or 
fortune,— nor was it projected or executed by 
any atchievement or plan of human device, 
which might foon again be defeated by fu- 

{)erior ftrength or policy from without, or 
rom force of accidents from within ; from 
change of circumitances, humours, and paf- 
fions of men, all which generally had a fway 
in the rife and fall of kingdoms, — but that 
all was brought about by the power and good- 
nefs of God, Avho faw and pitied the afflic- 
tions of a diftrclTcd people, and by a chain 
of great and mighty deliverances, fet them 
free from the yoke of oppreHion. 

That fince that miraculous elcape, a feries 
of fuccelies not to be accounted for by fe- 
cond caufes and the natural courfe of events, 
had demonftrated not only God's providence 
in general, but his particular j)rovidencc and 
attachment to thein ; — that nations greater 
VOL. III. T and 
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and mightier than they, were driven out be- 
fore them, and their lands given to them for 
an everlafting poffelfion. — 

This was Aviiat they ihould teach their chil- 
dren, and their children's children after them. 
-^Happy generations, for whom fo joyful a 
leflbn was prepared ! happy indeed ! had ye 
at all times known to have made the ufe of it 
which Mofes continually exhorted, — " of 
•' drawing nigh unto God with all your hearts, 
" who had been fo nigh unto you/' 

And here let us drop the argument as it 
refpe6ts the Jews, and for a moment turn it 
towards ourfelves : the prefent occafion, and 
the recoUediion which is natuml upon it, of 
the many other parts of this complicated 
bleffing vouchfafed to us, fmce we became 
a nation, making it hard to defift from fuch 
an application. 

I begin with the firft in order of time, as 
well as the greateft of national deliverances, — 
bur deliverance from darknefs and idolatry, 
by the conveyance of the light whidi Chrif- 
tianity brought with it inta Britain, fo early 
as in the life-time of the apoftles themfelveSy 
or at furtheft, not many yenys after their 
death. 

Though this might feem a bleffing con- 
veyed and offered to us in common with other 
parts of the world, yet when you refledl upon 
this as a remote corner of the earth in refpe6i; 
of Judea, — its iituation and inacceffiblenefo 
as an illand, — the little that was then known 
of navigation, — or carried on of commerce,— 

• the 
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the large tradt of land which to this day re- 
mains unhallowed with the name of Chrift, 
and almoft in the neighbourhood of where 
the firft glad tidings of him were founded, — 
one cannot hut adore the goodnefs of God, 
and remark a more particular providence in 
its conveyance and eftabliihment here, than 
amongil other nations upon the continent, — 
where, though the oppofitions fi'om error and 
prejudice were equal, it had not thefe natural 
impediments to encounter. 

Hiilorians and ftatefmen, Avho generally 
fearch everywhere for the caufes of events 
but in the pleafure of Him wlio difpofes of 
them, may make different reflections upon 
this. They may confider it as a matter in- 
cidental, brought to pafs by the fortuitous 
ambition, fuccefs, and fettlement of the Ro- 
mans here ; it appearing that in Claudius's 
reign, when Chriuianity began to get footing 
in Rome, near eighty thoufand of that city 
and people were fixed in this ifland : as this 
made a free communication betwixt the two 
places, the way for the Gofpel was in courfe 
open, and its tranfition from the one to the 
other, natural and eafy to be accounted for, — 
and yet, nevertherlefs, providential. God 
often fuffers us to purfue the devices of our 
hearts, whilft he turns the courfe of them, 
Hke the rivers of waters, to bountiful pur- 
pofes. Thus, he might make that purfuit of 
glory inherent in the Romans, the engine to 
advance his. own, and eftabliih it here: he 
mifflit make the wickednefs of the earth to 
work his own righteoufnefs, by fuiTering them 

t2 ' to 
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to wander a while beyond their proper bounds^ 
till his purpofcs were fulfilled, and " then put 
" his hook into their noltrils," and lead thofe 
y/ild bealts of prey back again into their own 
land. 

Next to this blelfing of the light of the 

Goipcl, we niuft not forget that by which it 

w as preferved from the danger of being totally 

iinothcred and extinguilhed, by that vail 

fwarm of barbarous nations which came down 

upon us from the north, and lliook the whole 

world like a tcnipeil; changing names and 

culloras, and language and government, and 

almoll the very face of nature, wherever they 

fixed. That our religion Ihould be preferved 

at all, when every thhigelfe feemed to perilli 

which was capable ot change; — or, that it 

ihould not be hurt under that mighty weight 

of ruins, beyond the recovery of its former 

beauty and ftrength, --- the whole can be 

alcribed to no caufe fo likely as this. That the 

fame power of God which fent it forth, was 

preient to fupport it, — when the whole 

frame of other things gave way. 

Next in degree to this mercy of preferving 
Chriftianity from an utter extinction, — we 
mull reckon that of being enabled to preferve 
and free it from corruptions, which the ruft 
of time, — the abufes of rrien, and the natural 
tendency of all things to degeneracy which 
are trufted to them, had from time to time 
introduced into it. 

Since the day in which this reformation was 
begun, by how many flrange and critical turns 
has it been perfedted and handed down, if not 

1 ^ " entirely 
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** entirely without fpot or Avrinkle/* — at leaft, 
without great blotches or marks of anility ! — 

Even the blow which was fufFered to fall 
upon it fliortly after, in that period where our 
hiftory looks ib unlike herfelf (ftain'd, Mary, 
by thee, and disfigured by blood) — can one 
refled; upon it, without adoring the providence 
of God, which fo fpeedily fnatched the fword 
of perfecution out of her hand, — making her 
reign as fliort as it was mercilefs J 

If God then made us, as he did the Ifrael- 
ites, fuck honev out of the rock, and oil 
out of the flinty rock, — how much more fig- 
nal was his mercy in giving tjiem to us with- 
out money, without price, in thofe good days 
whifch "followed, Avhen a long and a wife reign 
wds as neceflTary to build up our church, as a 
(hort one was before, to fave it from ruins ! — 

^The blefling was neceflTary, — and it 

was granted : — 

God having multiplied the years of that 
renowned princieft to an udcommon number, 
giving her time, as well as a heart, to fix a 
wavering perfecuted people, and fettle them 
uponfuch a foundation as nudl make them 
happy; — the touchftone by which they are 
to be tried whom God has intrullcd with the 
care of kingdoftis, 

Bleffed be thy glorious name for ever and 
ever^ in making that teft fo much eafier for 
the Britifli, than other princes of this earth; 
whofe fubjedls, whatever other changes they 
have felt, have feldom happened upon that of 

t3 changing 
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changing their mifery ; and, it is to be feared^ 
are never likely, fo long as tliey are kept fo 
ftrongly bound in chains of darknefs, — and 
chains of power. 

From both thefe kinds of evils, which are 
almoll naturally connedicd together, How 
providential was our cfcape in the fucceeding 
reign, when all the choice blood was befpoke, 
and preparations made, to ofier it up at on€ 
facrifice ! 

I would not intermix the horrors of that 
black projed:ed feftival with the gkM'ies of 
this ; or name the foiTows of the next reigD» 
which ended in the fubverfion of our eonfti- 
tution, was it not. necefiary to purfua the 
thread of our deliverances through thofe tiiites, 
and remark how nigh God s providence was 
to us in them both, — by proteciling us from 
the one, in as fignal a manper as he reftored 
us from the other. 

Indeed, the latter of them might have been 
a joylels matter of remembrance to us at this 
day, had it not been confirmed a bleffing by a 
fucceeding efcape, which feaJed and conveyed 
it fafe down to us : whether it wa^ to corre<9; 
an undue fenfe of former bleffings, — or to 
teach us to refle<9: upon the number and va- 
lue of them, by threatening us with the de- 
privation of them, — wfe were fuffeped, how- 
ever, to approach the edge of a precipice, 
where, if God had notmifedup a deliverer 
to lead us back, — all had been loft :— 
the arts of Jcfuitry bad decoyed us forwarck ; 

or. 
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or, if that had failed, we had been pufh'd 
doiru by opiBn fbrce,-T— and our deftru6tion 
had been inevitable. 

The good confequences of that deliverance 
are fucfa, that it feemed as if God had fuffered 
our waters, lik^ thofeof Bethefda, to he trou- 
bled, ta fnake them afterwards more healing 
to ui ; fince to the account of that day's blefl- 
ing, we charge the enjoyment of every thing 
fmee worth a freeman's living for ;--rthe revi- 
val of our liberty, our religion, the juft rights 
of our kings, — and the jult rights of our peo-? 
pie ; and along witli all, that happy provifion 
for their continuance, for which we are re- 
turning tlianks to God this day. > 

Xjet'Tisfldo it, I befeech you^ in the. way 
which becomes wife men^ by purfuing the 
intentions of his blellings, and making a bet- 
ter ufe of them: &ain our fwefathers, who 
iotnetimies fcem'd to grow weary of their own 
happiviefs :~-fet;us rather thadk God for the 
good land which he has given us ; and when 
we begin to profper in it, and have built 
goodly houfes, and dwelt thefein, — ^and when 
our filver and our gold is multiplied, and all 
that we have is multiplied, let the inftances of 
our virtue and benevolence be multiplied with 
them, that the great and mighty God, who is 
righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, may, in the laft day of accounting with 
us, judge us worthy of the mercies wc iiave 
received. 

In vain are days fet apart to celebrate fuc- 
ccfsful occurrences, unlefs thcv influence a 

T 4 nation s 
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nation^s morals : — a finful people can never 
be grateful to God, — nor can they, properly 
fpeaking, be loyal to their prince; — they can- 
not be grateful to the one, becaufe they live 
not under a fenfe of his mercies;— nor can 
they be loyal to the other, becaufe they dif- 
engage the providence of God from taking his 
part, — and then giving a heart to his adver- 
faries to be intractable. — 

And tlierefore, what was faid by fome one, 
That every fm was a treafon againft the foul, 
may be applied here,— That every wicked 
man is a traitor to his king and country. 
And, whatever ftatefmen may write of the 
caufes of the rife and fall of nations;- — for the 
contrary reafons, a good man will ever be 
found to be the bell patriot and the beft 
fubjed:: and though an individual may. fayf. 
WiciEit can my righteoufiiefs profit a nation of 
men? it may be anfwered, 'that if it (houki 
fail of a blelfing here,—- it will have oae ad*' 
vantage at leall, which is this, — 

It will fave thy own foul !-^whicli may 
God grant. Amen, 
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THE HISTORY OF JACOB COJSrsiDERED* 



GENESIS XLVI. 9. 

And Jacob (JEiid unto Pharaoh^ th^ dayft of the years oE mj piU 
giimage are an hundred and thirty years : few arid evil have the 
days of the years of my life been*— 



1 HERE is not a man in Iiiftory whom I 
pity more than the man who made this reply : 
— not becaufe his days were fliort,— bi;t that 
thpy were long enough to have crowdedi into 
them fo much evil as we find. 

Of all the patriarchs, he was the moft 
unhappy: for, 'bating the feven yeart he 
ferved Laban for Rachel, " which feemed to 
" him but a few days, fpr the love he had 
" to her," — flrike thofe out of the plumber, 
—all his other days were forrow; and that 
not from hiji faults, but from the ambition, 
the violences, and eivil paffions of others, 
A large portion of what man is born to, 
comes, you'll fay, from the fame quarter; 
-^'tis true; but ftill, in fome mens lives, 
there feems a contexture of mifery : — one evil 
fo rifes out of another, and ,the whole plan 
and execution of the piece has fo very melan- 
choly an air, that a good-natured man fliall 
not be able to look upon it but with tears on 
bis cheeks* 

I pity 
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I pity this patriarch ftill the more, be- 
caiife, from his firft fatting out in life, he 
had been led into an exped;ation of fuch 
different fcenes: he was told by Ifaac, his 
father, that *^ God ihould blefs him with the 
** dew of Heaven, and the fatnefs of the 

earth, and with plenty of corn and wine; 

— that people W6re to ferve him, and na- 
•* tions to bow down to him;— that he fliould 
"be lord over his brethren; — that blefled 
** was every one that bleffed him, and curfed 
** was every one who curfed him/^ 

The fimplicity of youth takes promifes of 
happinefs in the fuUeft latitude; — and as 
thefe were moreover confirmed to him by 
the God of his fathers, on his way to Padan- 
aran, — it would leave no diftruft of their ac- 
complifliments upon his mind; — every feir 
and flattering object before him, which wore 
the face of joy, he would regard as a portion 
of his bleuing;— he would purfue it;— he 
Would gfafp a fliadow. 

This, by the way, makes it neceflary to 
ftippofe, that the blcflings which were con- 
veyed, had k view to blelfitigs not altogether 
fuch as a carnal mltid woiild expe6l; birt 
that they were in a great meafure ibiritual, 
$nd fuch as the prophetic foul of Ifaac had 
principally before him, in the comprehenfive 
idea of their future and hajipy eftablifliment, 
when they were no longer to be ftrangers and 
pilgrims upon earth i for in fa6t,' iq the ftri^ 
and literal fenfe of his father's grant,-^Jicoib 
enjoyed it not; and was fo far front behig fk 

happy 
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happy man, that, ia the mofl interefting 
paJTages of his life, he met with nothing but 
difkppointments and grievous afflictions. 

Liet us accompany him from the firft trea- 
cherous hour of a mothers ambition; in con- 
fequence of which, he is driven forth from 
his country and the protection of his houfe^ 
to feek protection and efiablifhment in the 
houfe of Laban his kinfman. 

In what manner this anfwered his expecSa- 
tions, we find from his own pathetic remon- 
itrance to Laban, when he had purfued him 
feven days journey, and overtook him on 
Mount Gilead. — I lee him in the door of the 
tent, with the cahn courage which Innocence 
gives the oppreflbd, thus remonftrating to his 
tather* in-law upon the cruelty of ^his treat- 
(Qpnt: — 

*^ Thefe twenty years that I have been 
*♦ with thee,-T— thy . ewes have not caft their 
** young ; and the rams of thy flock have I 
" not eaten. That which was torn of beafls 
" I brought not unto thee; I bare the lofs 
*^ of it; — what was ftolen by day, or ftolen 
" by night, of my hands didft thou require 
^* it. Thu§ I was: in the day the drought 
" confumed me, and the froft by night ; 
*' and my fleep departed from my eyes. 
" Thus have I been twenty years in thy 
" houfe: — I ferved thee fomteen years for 
•' thy two daughtei's, and fix years for thy 
" cattle; and thou haft changed my wages 
** ten times/' 

Scarce 
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Scarce had he recovered from thefe evils, 
when the ill condu6l and vicei^ of his chil- 
dren wound his foul to death.^ — Reuben 
proves incelluous; — Judah adulterous; — ^liis 
daughter Dinah is diflionoured ; — Simeon and 
Levi di (honour themfelves by treachery; — 
two of his grandchildren are ftricikien with 
fudden death; — Rachel, his beloved wife, 
periflies, and in circumftancct* Which im- 
bitter'd his lofs; — ^his fon Jofeph, a hioft 
promifing youthj is torn from him by the 
eiivy of his brethren; — and, to clofe all, 
hinifelf driven by fiamine, in his old age, 
to die amongft the Egyptians; — a people 
who held lit an abomination to eat bread 
with him. Uhhappy patriarch! well might 
he fay, • That few and evil had been ms 
* days:' the anfwer, indeed, v/as extended 
beyond the monarch's inrjuiry, which was 
fimply his aige:— but how couM he look 
back upon tlje days of his pilgrimage^ with- 
out thinking of the' forrowsikrhich thofe days 
had brought along with them? all that ^as 
more in the anfwer than- in the demandj 
was the overflowings of a heart ready '^ to 
bleed afrelli at the recolled;ion of what had 
befallen. » 

Unwillingly does the mind digeft the evils 
prepared for- it by others ; — for thofe we pre- 
pare ourfelves,— we eat but the fruit which 
X^e have planted atid watered':-*-a Ihattered 
fortune, — a Ihattered frartie, fo we have but 
the fatisfadion of fliattering them ourfelved, 

pafs 
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pafs naturally enough into the habit, and by 
the eafe with which they are both done^ they 
fave the fpecftator a world of pity: but for 
thofe like Jacob's, brought upon him by tlie 
hands from which he looked for all his com- 
forts, — the avarice of a parent, — the unkind- 
nefs of a relation, — the ingratitude of a child, 
— they are evils which leave a fear; — befides, 
as they hang over the heads of all, and there- 
fore may fall upon any, — every looker on 
has an intereft in the tragedy ; — but then 
we are apt to intereft ourfelvcs no otherwife 
than merely as the incidents them felves ft rike 
jour paflions, without cairying the leflbn fur- 
ther. — In a word, — we realize nothing: — 
we figh, — ^we wipe away the tear, — and there 
ends the ftory of Mifery, and the moral 
with it. 

Let us try to do better with this. ^ To begin 
with the bad bias which gave the whole turn 
to the patriarch's life, — parental partiality, — 
or parental injuftice, — it matters not by what 
title it ftands diftinguiflied, — 'tis that by 
which Rebekah planted a dagger in Efau'9 
breaft, — and an eternal tenor with it in her 
own, left Ihe fliould live to be deprived 
of them both in one day: — and truft me, 
dear Chriftians, wherever that equal balance 
of kindnefs and love, which children look 
up to you for as their natural right, is no 
longer maintained, there will daggers ever 
be planted ; " the fon fliall lllteralli/'] be fet 
" at variance againft his father, aiid the 
" daughter againft her mother, and the 

'^ daughter- 
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** daughter-in-law againft her raother-in-Iaur; 
** — and a man's foes fliali be they of his 
** own houfehold/' 

It was an excellent ordinance, as well of 
domeftic policy as of equity, which Mofes 
gave upon this head, in the 21ft of Deute- 
ronomy. 

"If a man have two wives, one beloted 
" and one hated, and they have born him 
" children, both the beloved and the hated ; 
" and if the firft-born fon be hers that was 
" hated, then it (liall be, when he maketh 
" his fons to inherit that which he hath, 
♦* that he may not make the fon of the 
" beloved firfl-born, before the fon of the 
" hated which is indeed the firft-bom ; — 
" but he fliall acknowledge the fon of the 
" hated for firft-born, by giving him a double 
" portion of all that he hath/' The evil 
was well fenced againft; — for 'tis one of 
thofe which fteals in upon the heart with 
the aifecftions, and courts the parent under 
fo fweet a form, that thoufands have been 
betrayed by the very virtues which Ihould 
have prefer ved them. Nature tells the pa- 
rent, there can be no error on the fide of 
affection; — but we forget, when Nature 
pleads for one, fhe pleads for every child 
alike; — and, why is not her voice to be 
heard.? Solomon fays, " Oppreffion wiH 
make a wife man mad.'' — What will it do 
then to a tender and ingenuous heart which 
feels itfelf neglected, — too full of reverence 
for the author of its wrongs to complain ?— - 
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See, it fits down in filence, robbed by dif- 
couragements of all its natural powers to 
pleafe, — born to fee others loaded with ea- 
reffes ; — ^in fome uncheery corner it nourifhes 
its difcontent, — and with a weight upon its 
fpirits, which its little ftock of fortitude is 
not able to withftand, — it droops and pines 
away, — Sad Victim of Caprice } 

We are unavoidably led here into a re- 
fletftion upon Jacob's conduct in regard to 
his fon Jofeph, which no way correfponded 
with the leHbn of wifdom which the miferies 
of his own family might have taught hira, 
' — ifurely his eyes had feen forrow fufficient 
on that fcore, to have taken warning; and 
yet we find, that he fell into the fame fnare 
of partiality to that child in his old age^ 
which his mother Rebekah had fhewn to 
hina in hers: — " for Ifrael loved Jofeph 
" more than all his children, becaufe ne 
" was the fon of his old age ; and he made 
"him a coat of many colours/^ — O IfraeH 
where was that prophetic fpirit which darted 
itfelf into future times, and told each tribe 
what was to be its fate? — Where was it 
fled, that it could not aid thee to look fo 
little a way forwards, as to behold " this 
•* coat of many colours'' ftained with blood ? 
Why were the tender emotions of a parent's 
anguiih hid from thy eyes? — and, Why is 
every thing? — but that it pleafes Heaven 
to give us no more light in our way than 
will leave virtue in pofleifion of its recom- 
pence, — 

—Grant 
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— Grant me, gracious God, to go cheef-^ 
fulJy on the road which thou haft marked 
out! — ^I wifli it neither more wide nor more 
fmooth : — continue the lis;ht of this dim taper 
thou haft put into my hands: — I will kneel 
upon the ground fevcn times a day, to feek 
the beft track I can with it; — and having 
done that^ I will truft myfelf and the iflue of 
jny journey to thee, who art the Fountain of 
joy, — and will iing fongs of comfort as I go 
along ! 

Let us proceed to the fecond great occur- 
rence in the patriarch's life, — The impolition 
of a wife upon him, which he neither bar- 
gained for nor loved. — " And it came to pafs 
*' in the morning, behold it was Leah! And 
** he faid unto Laban, What is this that thou 
*^ haft done unto me? Did I not fcrve thee 
*' for Rachel ? Wherefore then haft thou 
*' beguiled me ?" 

This, indeed, is out of the fyftem of all 
conjugal impofitions now, — but the moral of 
it is ftill good : and the abufe, with the fame 
complaint of Jacob's upon it, will ever be re-* 
peated, fo long as Art and Artifice aie fo bufy 
as they are in thefe atlkirs. 

Liften^ 1 pray you, to the ftories of the dif* 
appointed in marriage! — collect all their 
complaints: — hear their mutual reproaclies; 
Upon what fatal hinge do the greateft part 
of them turn ? — ' They were miftaken in the 
' perfon/ — Some difguife, cither of body or 
mind, is ft^en through in the firft domeftic 
fcuffle; — fome fair ornament, — perhaps the 

very 



SERMON XXn. 1289 

Vety one that won the heart;— " the orna^ 
" mei>t of a meek and quiet fpirit/' falls off. 
— ^" It is not the Rachel for whom I have 
V ferved ;— Why haft thou then beguiled 
"mer 

Be open, — be honeft:— give yourfelf for 
what you are ; conceal nothing^-*-vamifti no- 
thing;* — ^and if thefe fair weapons will no|; 
do, — better not conquer at all than conquer 
for a day.— * When the night is paffed^ 'twill 
ever be the fame ftorv : — " And it came to 
*^ pafs, behold it was Leah I'" 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in its choice, and 
imagination will give excellencies which are 
not the portion of flefli and blood, — when 
the dream is over, and we awake in the 
morning, it matters little whether 'tis Rachel 
or.Leah;— be the object what it will, as it 
muft be on the earthly fide, at leaft of per- 
fediion^ — it will fall fliort of the work of 
fancy, whofe exiftcnce is in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let no man ex- 
claim as Jacob does in his,—" What is it thou 
" haft done unto me?" — for 'tis his own 
doings; and he has nothing to lay his fault 
on but the heat and poetic indifcretion of his 
own paffions. 

I know not whether 'tis of any ufe to take 
notice of this fmgularity in the patriarch's 
life, in regard to the wrong he received from 
Labau, which was the very wrong he had 
done before to his father Ifaac, when the in- 
firmities of old aoje had difabled him from dif- 
tinguiiliing one child from another: — " Art 
. VOL. III. u " thou 
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^* thdii my very fon Efau ? And he faid, i 
." am/' ^ris doubtful whether Leah's vera- 
scity Was put to the fame teft; but both fuf- 
jfer-ed from a fimilitude of llratagem; and 
^tis liard to fay, whether the anguifli, li*om 
'crofs'd love, in the breaft of one brother, 
might not be as fore a punifhment as the 
difquietudes of crofs'd ambition and revenge 
in the breaft of the other. 

I do not fee which way the honour of Pro- 
vidence is concerned in repaying us exad^ly 
in our own coin ; — or, why a man (hould tall 
into that very pit (and no other) which he has 
" graven and digged for another man." Time 
and chance may bring fuch incidents about ; 
and there wants nothing, but that Jacob lliould 
have been a bad man to have made this a 
common-place text for fuch a doctrine* 

It is enough for us, that the beil way to 
efcape evil is, in general, not to commit it 
ourfelves; — and that whenever the paiiions 
of mankind will order it otherwife, to rob 
tliofe, at leaft, " who love judgment,'' of the 
triumph of finding it out,—' That our tra- 

* vail has returned upon our heads, and our 

* violent dealings upon our own pates."" 

I cannot conclude this difcoui'fe, without 
returning firft to the pait with which it fet 
out; — the patriarch's account to the king of 
Egypt of the fhortnefs and mifery of his 
<]ay^. — Give me leave to bring this hotsie to 
usj by a fingle refle<^tion upon each. 

There is fomettiing ftrange in it, that life 
Ihould appear f© mort in the grofsy-^SLnd 

yet 
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yet fo long in the 4etmU Mifery may m^kp 
it fo> you'll fay, — l>ut we will exclude it;-^*,. 
anfl ftill you'll find, though we all complaiiji 
of the (hortuefs pf life, what numh^rs tlierf 
are who fcem quite oyerflpcH^d with th^ 
days and hours of it, and are cpntinufil|y 
fending out into the highway"* and ftree|:s of 
the city, to compel gueits to come in, ^qd 
take it off their hands ; to do this with ix\r 
genuity and forecaft, is not one of the le^jQb 
arts and bufinefles of life itfelf; and they 
who cannot fucceed in it,, carry as many 
inarks of diftrefs about theqi as Bankruptcy 
herfelf could wear. Be as carejefs a? we may> 
we fliall not always have the power j-^^Qpf 
Ihall we always be in a temper to let the acr 
count run thus. When the blood is cooFd, 
and the fpirits, which have hurried us oij. 
through half our days, before we have nuujr 
hered one of them, are beginning to retire,^^ 
then AVifdoui will prefs a moment to be heard; 
— afflictions, or a bed of ficknefs will fin4 
tlieir hpurs of perfuafiou ; — ^and, (Jiouid th^y 
fail, there is fomething yet behind :— ^Old Agi^ 
will overtake us at the lafl, and with it? tre.m- 
hling hand hold up theglafs to us as it did 1fj^ 
tlie patriarcji. 

-—Dear inconfiderate Chriftians, wait npt, 
I befeech you, till then ; — take a view pf yo^y 
Jife.now : — look back, — behold this fair fp 
ca^mble of fuch heavenly improvement? 
ferawrd over and defaced with-— ^I wj^p 
wonjs to fay with what, — for I think ^nly of 
tkejeflecftiftns wiith which you aJ^ to jCvipp^^Jt 
;i.v < ) u 2 your- 




iigi . SERMON XXfl. 

yourfelves in the decline of a life fo miferably 
call away, — fliould it happen, as it often does, 
that ye have ftood idle unto the eleventh 
hour, and have all the work of the day to 
perforin when night comes on, and no one 
can work. 

2dly. As to the evil of the days of the 
years of our pilgrimage, — fpcculation and 
fa^l appear at variance again. — We agree 
with the patriarch, that the life of man is 
miferable ; and yet the world looks haj>py 
enough, — and every thing tolerably at ite 
eafe. It muft be noted indeed^ that the pa- 
triarch, in this account, ipeaks merely his 
prefent feelings ; and feems rather to be 
giving a hiftory of his fuifcrings than afyftem 
of them, in contradiction to lliat of tlie God 
of Love. Look upon the world he has given 
ns ! — ohferve the riches and [ilenty which 
flows in every channel, not only to iatisty the 
deiires of the temperate, — but of the fanciful 
and wanton ! — every place is aimoft a para,- 
dife, planted when Nature was in her gayeft 
humour ! 

— Every thing has two views. Jacob, and 
Job, and Solomon, gave one feftion of the 
globe; — and this reprcfentation another.— 
Truth lieth betwixt, — or rather, good and 
evil are mixed up together ; which of the two 
preponderates, is beyond our enquiry; — but, 
I truft, — it is the good. — Firft, As it r£sdci!i 
.the Creator of the world more dear and ve- 
nerable to us ; — and, fecondly, Becaufe I 
T*ill not fuppofe.fhat a work intended t*^ 
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exalt his glory, fliould Hand in want of apo- 
logies. 

Whatever is the proportion of mifery in 
this world, it is certain, that it can be no duty 
of religion to increafe the complaint,-ror to^ 
afFe6i the praifc which the Jefuits' college of 
Granada gave their Sanchez : — ^That though 
he lived where there was a very fweet garden, 
yet was never feen to touch a flower; and 
that he would rather die than eat fait or pep- 
per, or aught that might give a relifli to his 
meat. 

I pity the men, whofe natural pleafures are 
burdens, and who fly from Joy (as thefe fple- 
netic and morofe fouls do) as if it was really 
ah evil in itfelf. 

If there is an evil in this world, ^tis forrow 
and heavinefs of heart. — ^The lofs of goods, 
— of health, — of coronets and mitres, are only 
evil as they occafion forrow ; — take that out, 
— the refl: is fancy, and dwelleth only in the ' 
head of man. 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! as if 
the c^ufes of anguifli in the heart were not 
enosv, — but he mutt fill up the meafure with 
thofe of caprice ; and not only walk in a vain 
fliadow, — but difquiet himfelf in vain too ! 
• We are a reftlefs fet of beings ; and as we 
are likely to continue fo to the end of the 
world, — the beft we can do in it is, to make 
the fame ufe of this part of our character 
which wife men do of other bad propenfities; 
«--wheii they fijid they cannot conquer them, 
y''. '^ti^ijijii^^atti iJi i u3 —they 
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— thiey eftdfeavour, at leaft, to divert them in- 
to, good channels. 

If, thetefoi'e, we muft be a follcfitous race 
df fblf-tormetitdiis, — ^let us drop the comm6n 
6bjeds which make us fo,— -and, for (>tjdV 
takCf he folicitous only to live well ! 
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THB PAEABLE OF THE RICH MAN AND 

CAZARUS CONSIDERED. 



And lie fnd unto him, IF they hear not Mofes and the prophetSi 
neither will they be per&iaded though one fhould life froni the dead. 

These words are the conclufion of the 
pambte of the rich man and Lazarus ; the 
defign of which was, to Ihew us the neceffity 
of conduAiwg ourfelves, by fuch lights as- 
God had been pleafed to give us : the fenfe 
and raeaniiig of the patriarch's final determi- 
Rafioii in the text being this, That they who 
will not be perfoaded to anfwer the great 
purpofes of their being, upon fuch arguments 
as are offered to them in Scripture, wdl never 
be perftiaded to it by any other means, how 
extraordinary foever; — "If they hear not 
** Mofes and the prophets, neither will they 
" be pearfuaded though one Ihould rife from 
" the dead." 

Rife from the dead ! To whnt pur- 

pofo ?' What could fticli a meflenger propofe 
iff urge^ which had not been propofed and 
urged already ? The novelty or lurprife of 
fuch a vifit, might awaken the attention of a ' 
curious unthinking people, who fpent I" 
time in nothing elfe but to hear and teltf 
aew thing ; 'bat ©re the wonder was 1 
u 4 
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fome new wonder would Hart up in its room, 
and then the man migl^t return to the dead, 
from whence he came, and not a foul make 
one inquiry about him. 

,T-Thi$, I fear, would be the' conclbfion 
of the affair. But to bring this • matter ftill 
clofer to us, let us imagine, if there is nothing 
unworthy in it, that God, ii\ compliance with 
a curious world,— ror. from a bette^^motive,— r. 
iu coiripaifion to a . finful one^ ilioqld vouch- 
fafe to fend one from the dead, to call home 
9ur confcieuce and make us better Qtipif|i04i$» 
better citizens, better men,, and better fer*^ 
vants to God than we. are. ; i . ^ 

Kow bear with me, 1 befeech you, in fraiti-; 
ing fuch an addrefs, as,, I imaginq^ would be 
mofl li|ie]y to gaiu our atte(iition,.aud ooikci- 
liate the heart to what he had tq f^y; tji^, 
great channel to it is intereii^ rrr^x^ tfa^rehe 
TV'puld fet out. . . , , . "■ ■> v>^: ; 

[ He might tell us (after the moft indifppt- 
g,b]c credentials of whom: he ferved) TJiat ha 
was come a meflepgcr fropi the great , God o£ 
Heaven, with: reiterated ,prQpPmb> whereby* 
much was to be grqjited n^, on; ;his: fi^-r-and* 
fomething to be parted with on our§: but th»tv 
nqt to alarm us,^,'t\v^s neither hpyfes, nor 
land, nor poirelfjon^ ; — 'tw^is neither wives,' 
^i9r/c^ildren, nor brethren, flov lifters, whiob 
.^ye tiad to forfa^e ;-7-no one rational pleafurQ 
iohe given up ;-j-np natural endearment to 
][><?' torn frpm,- 






, in a word* be. wopjd tell us. We bad no- 
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interefts to keep,^ — ^and that was' our vices; 
which brought death arid inifery to our doors** 
He would go on, and prove it by a thoii- 
fand arguments, that to be temperate and 
chafte, and j oft and peaceable, and charitable 
and kind to one another^A—was only doing- 
that for Christ's fake,: which was moft for 
our own : and that, were we in a capacity of 
capitulating with God, upon what terms we 
would fubnuit to his government; — ^he would 
convince us, 'twould be impoffible for the 
wfc of man to frame any propofals more for 
our prefent interefts, than " to lead an un-^ 
corrupted life,-T-rto do the thin^ which' is* 
lawful and right,'* and lay fuch reftraints; 
upon our appetites as are for the honour of 
kuman nature and the refinement of human 
happinefs. 

. When this point .was made out, and the 
alarms from interefl> got over,— -the fpe<9;re 
might addrftfs. himfclf to the other paliions.— 
In doing this,,,'he could but give us the moft 
engaging ideas of the perfeSions of God; — 
nor could he do- more than impreft the moft 
awful: ones of Ms majefty and power :— he 
might remind us, that we are creatures but of 
a day, haftening to the place from whence 
we fhall not return ;-^that during our ftay 
we ftood feccountable to: this Being, who,- 
though rich in mercies,^yet was terrible 
in his judgments; — that he took notice of 
all ouna6lions,^--that he was about our paths; 
and about our beds, and fpied out all our 
ways,; aud wasfo pure ia his nature, that he 
./:!*- would 
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would ptmifh even the wieked imaginatioBS 
of the heart ; dud had appomted a day 
wherein he would eater into this inquiry. 

He might add ^ — -- 

But what? — with all the eloquence of an^ 
inipired tongue, What could he add or fity 
to us, which has hot been faid before ? The 
experiment has been tried a tliou^ind timed 
upon the hopes and fears, tlie reafons and 
pailions of men, by all the powers .of nature: 
- — the applications of which have been fo 
great, and the variety of addreffes. fo Un-' 
anfwerable, that there is not a greater para^* 
dox in the world than that.fo great a reli- 
gion (hould be no better recommended by 
its profeflbrs, ; . 

The fad: is, mankind are not always in a 
humour to be convinced; — and fo k)ng as 
the pre-engageihent with our pafiion fubfifts, 
it is not argumentation which can do the 
bufinefs; — ^^^ve naay amufe ourielves with 
the ceremony of the operation,, hut we rea-* 
fon not with the proper faculty, when vw 
fee every thing ia the fbape and. odlotiriivg 
in which the- treachery of the fenfes padinrts 
it: and indeed, were we only to look into 
the world, and obferve how inclinable laea 
are to defend evil, as well as to commit it> 
— one would think,, at firft figlit, they bo* 
lieved that all difcourfea of Bd^ioi^_ and 
virtue were mere matters of ifpcc^lajtioiiifM 
xnen to entertain, fome idlethaHrsL>witb}i«M 
conclude very naturally» that :1m feedutdiAii* 
be agreed in no .^aq thang^ bin 
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and aiding iH. But the trueft comment is. 
in the text ;— " If they hear not Mofes and 
" the prophets/' &c- 

If they are not brought over to the in- 
tetfefts of religion upon fuch difcoveries as^ 
God has made,-^or has enabled them to 
ittake, they will ftand out againft all evi- 
d\6nce :-^in vain fhall one rife for their con- 
vi6tioft ;--— was the earth to give up her dead, 
— ti*rould bfe the fame; — every man would 
ref tint again to his courfe, and the fame bad 
pattions would produce the fame bad aciiotis 
to the end of the world. 

This i* the principal leflbn of the parable; 
but i fAuft enlarge upon the whole of it, — 
becaufe it has fome other ufeful leflbns ; and 
thiy will bell prefent themfelves to us as we 
g<y atong. 

In this parable, which is one of the moft 
reitiarkiable in the Gofpel, our Saviour repre- 
ibhts a fcene, in which, by a kind of contraft, 
two of the moft oppofite conditions that could 
lie brought together from human life, are 
pafs'd before our itnaginations- 

The 6tae, ia, niari exalted above the level 
of mankind, to the higheft pinnacle of pro*^ 
fperity,— -t© riches,— to happinefs; — I fay 
kappinefs^ — in compliance with the world, 
atid on a fuppofition that the poffeffion of 
riches muft make us happy, when the very 
purfuit of them fo warms our imaginations, 
thatt we ftake both body and foul upon the 
event ; as if they were things not to be 
purchafed at too dear a ^rate. They, are 



300 S^ERMON XXIH.' 

the wages of wifdom,- — as well as of folly*^ 
-—Whatever was the cafe hei*e, is beyond- 
the purport of the parable;— the Scripture- 
is filent, and fo fliould we; it marks only 
his outward condition, by the common ap- 
pendages of it, in the two great articles 
of Vanity and Appetite:— r to gratify, the 
one, he was clothed in purple and fine 
linen ; to fatisfy the other, fared fumptu- 
oufly every day; — and upon every thing 
too, we'll fuppofe, that climates could fur- 
nidi, — that luxury could invent, — or tfaa 
hand of Science could torture. 

Clofe by his gates is reprefented an, ob- 
je6i;, whom Providence might feeni to have 
placed there to cure the pride of man, and 
Ihew him to what wretchednefs his condi-^ 
tion might be brought : a creature in all. 
the lliip wreck pf nature; — helplcfs,^— undone, 
-r-in want jaf friends, — in want of health, 
— ^nd in want of every thing with them 
which his dillreflfes called for^ 

In this :ftate he is defcribed as defiring; 
to be fed with the crumbs wljich fell fromv 
the rich man s table; and though the cafe' 
is not exprefsly put, that he was refufed,. 
yet, as the contrary is not affirmed in the 
hiftorical part of the parable, — 'Or pleaded 
after by the other, that he Ihewed mercy, 
to the miferable,~^we may conclude his pe- 
queft was unfuceefsful ; — like too many 
others in the world, either fo high lifted^ 
up in it^ that they cannot look down dif-. 
tindly enough upon the fufferings of their. 

fellow- 
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fellow-creatures, — of, by long furfeiting in 
a continual courfe of banqueting and good 
cheer, tbey forget there is fuch a diftemper 
as hunger in the catalogue of human infir- 
mities. 

Overcharged with this, and perhaps a 
thoufand unpitied wants in a pilgrimage 
through an inhofpitable world, — the poor 
juan finks filently under his burden. — But, 
good God! whence is this? Why doll thou 
fuflfer thefe hardfhips in a world w hich thou 
hail made? Is it for thy honour that one 
man fliould eat the bread of fulncfs, and 
fo many of his own fl:ock and lineage eat 
the bread of forrow ? — ^That this man Ihould 
;o clad in purple, and have all his paths 
:rewed with rofe-buds of dehght, whilll fo 
many mournful paifengers go heavily along, 
and pafs by his gates, hanging down their 
heads? Is it for thy glory, O God, that 
fo large a (hade of mifery ihould be i'pread 
acrofs thy works? — or, is it that we fee 
but a part of them ? — When the great 
chain at length is kt down, and all that 
has held the two worlds in harmony is 
feen; — when the xiaAvn of that day ap- 
proaqhes, in which all the dilirefsful inci- 
dents of this drama fhall be unravelled; 
• — ^when every man's cafe fliall be reconfi- 
dered,— then wilt thou be fully juftified in 
all thy ways, and every mouth Ihall be 
(lopped . 

After a long day of mercy mif-fpent in 
riot and uncharitablenefs, the rich man died 

alfo: 



Ir- 



3ot SERMON XXai. 

alfo: — Ihe paraJble adds, — ^gid was buriods 
—^buried no doubt in triumph, with all th? 
ill-timed pride of funerals, and empty d^^- 
«)rations, which worldly folly i^ apt to 
proftitute upon tliofe occafions. 

But this was the laft vain fhow ; the 
utter conclufiou of all his epicurean gran*- 
deur: — the next is a fcene of horror, where 
he is reprefented by our Saviour in a ftai? 
of the utmoft mifery, from whence h« i$ 
fuppofed to lift up his eyes towards Hdjiveo, 
and cry to the patriarch Abraham ibr mercy, 
■ — ^^ And Abraham faid, Son, remember that 
^^ thou in thy lifetime receivedft thy good 
*' things " 

1'hat he had received his good tilings, 

• — ^"twas from Heaven, — and could be no 
jeproach. With what fe verity - foever the 
Scripture fpeaks againft richies, it does not 
appear that the living. or faring fumptuoufly 
every day was the crime . obje<Sted to the 
rich man ; or that it is a real part of u 
vicious chara6ter: the cafe might b0 then 
as now; his quality and ftation in the world 
might be fuppofed to be fiiclv as not only 
to have juftified his doing this, but, in ge- 
neral, to have required it, without any im- 
putation of doing wrong ; — for differences of 
ftations there muft be in the world, — which 
muft be fupported by fuc.h marks of diftinc- 
tion as culioni impofes. The exceeding 
great plenty and magnificence in which So* 
Jomon is defcribed to have lived, who \4iad 
ten i^ .p»e«, ijaud .twenty o:xea out. af jtfee 
. . ;/ paftures, 



pafturesj and a hundred flieep, befides harts 
and roe-bucks, ' ^nd fallow-deer and fatted 
fowl, with thirty meafures^ of fine flour, and 
threefcore meafures of meal, for the daily 
provifion of his table ; — all this is not laid 
to him as a fin, but rather remarked as 
an inftance of God's blefling to him;-^atKl 
whenever thefe things are otherwife, 'tis from 
a wafteful and diflioneft perverfion of them to 
pernicious ends, — and oft-times, to the vei'y 
toppofite ones for which they were granted^ 
— to glad the heart, to open it, and rendel' 
it more kind. — 

And this feems to have been the fnare the 
rich man had fallen into; — and poflibly, had 
he fared lefs fumptuoufly, — he might have 
had more cool hours for refle(9;ion, and been 
better difpofed to have conceived an idea of 
'want, and to have felt compaflion for it, 

" And Abraham faid. Son, remember that 
'* thou in thy lifetime receivedft thy good 
^* things, and likewife Lazarus evil things." 
— Remember! fad fubje6t of recolle6lion 1 
that a raaTi has paflied through this world 
'with all the bleffings and advantas:es of it 
on his fide,— favoured by God Almighty 
^th riches, — befriended by his fellow*crea- 
ttrres in the means of acquiring them,— 
affifted every hour by the fociety of which 
lie is a member, in the enjoynveiit of them^ 
*• — to remember how much he has received, 
•^hoW little he has beftowed ! — that he hets 
/ te^n no man-s friend! — no one-s prote(9;or1 
^•—uo one's benefador 1 — bleflfed God ! i -^ 

Thus 
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Thus begging in vaiii for himfelf, he k 
reprefented at laft as interceding for his 
brethren, that Lazarus might be fent to 
them to give them warning, and fave them 
from the ruin which he had fallen into; — 
*' They have Mofes and the prophets/* was 
the anfwer of the patriarch; — " let them 
" bear them;'' but the unhappy man is re- 
prefented as difcontented with it, and ftill 
perfifting in his requeft, and urging^ — " Nay; 
" father Abraham, but if one went from the 
" dead, they would repent/' 

— He thought fo; — but Abraham knew 
otherwife; — and the grounds of the deter- 
mination 1 have explained alieady; — fo Ihall 
proceed to draw fome other conclufions and 
leffons from the parable. 

And firft, our Saviour might further in- 
tend to difcover to us by it, the dangers ti 
which great riches naturally expofe mankind; 
agreeably to what is elfewhere declared, how 
hardly fhall they who have them enter into 
the kingdom of Heaven. 

The truth is, they are often too dangerous 
a blefling for God to truft us with, or we to 
manage: they furround us at all times with 
eafc, with nonfenfe, with flattery, and falfe 
friends, with which thoufands and ten thou- 
fands have perilhed: — they are apt to multi- 
ply our faults, and treacherouily to conceal 
them from us; — ^^they hourly adminifter to 
our temptations; and neither allow us time 
to -^x^mine our faults, nor humility torepeixt 
of them,rr?N»^* TSfbat isjfilrange, d<i. they not 
;. ^ 7 ^ often 
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often tempt men even to covetoufnefe I and 
thb' atnidft all the ill offices which riches do 
us^ one would leaft fufped: this vice^ but ra* 
ther think the one a cure for the other j— yet, 
fo it is, that many a man contra6ts his fpiritii 
Upon the enlargement of his fortune, and is 
the more empty tor being fulL 

But there is lefs need to preach againft this^ 
We feem all to be haftening to the oppofite 
extreme of luxury and expence ; we generally 
content ourfelves with the foltition of it ; and 
fay, 'Tis a natural confequence of trade and 
riches ;^*---and there it ends* 

By the way, I affirm, there is a niiftake in 
the account ; and that it is not riches which 
arethecaufe of luxury j— but the corrupt cal* 
culation of the world, in making riches the 
balance for honour, for virtue;, and for every 
thing that is great and good ; which goads ib 
many thouiknds on with an affedlation of pof- 
feffing more than they have;— and, confe- 
quently, of engaging in a fyftem of expences 
they cannot fupport. 

In one worcU 'tis the neceffity of appearing 
to be fomebody, in order to be fo^ — which 
ruins the world* 

This leads us to another leffbn in the para* 
ble, concerning the true ufe and application 
of riches .' we may be fure, from the treat-* 
ment of the rich man, that he did not em- 
ploy thofe talents as God intended* 

How God did intend them, — mav as well 
be known from an appeal to your own hearts, 
and the infcription you fliall read there,— ^as^ 

VOL. III. X from 
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from any chapter and verfe I might cite upott 
the fubje6t. Let us then for a moment, my 
dear auditors, turn our eyes that way, and 
confider the traces which even the moft infen* 
fible man may have proof of, from wh?tt he 
may perceive fpringing up within him from 
fome cafual a(S; of generofity ; and though 
this is a pleafure which properly belongs to 
the good, yet let him try the experiment; — 
let him comfort the captive, or cover the 
naked with a garment, and he will feel what 
is meant by that moral delight arifing in the 
mind from the confcience of a humane ac- 
tion. 

But to khow it right, we muft call upon 
the compaffionate. — Cruelty gives evidence 
unwillingly, and feels the pleafure butimper- 
fedlly ; for this, like all other pleafures, is of 
a relative nature, and confequently the enjoy- 
ment of it requires fome qualification in the 
faculty, as much as the enjoyment of any 
other good does. There muft be fomething 
antecedent in the difpofition and temper 
which will render that good, — a gooci to 
that individual, — otherwife, though 'tis tnae 
it may be poifefled, — yet it never can be en- 
joyed. 

: Confider how difficult you will find it^ to 
convince a miferable heart that any thing is 
good which is not profitable ! or a libertine 
one, that any thing is bad which is pleafant ! 
Preach to a voluptuary, who has modclFd 
both mind and body to no other happinefs 
N).trtr goijd eating and. drinking, — bid him 
X- • . " tafte 



^^ tafte and fee how good God is,**— there is 
liot an invitation in allnatiire would confound 
hittilikeit. 

In a w6rd, a riian*s mind muft be like your 
ptopofition before it can be reliflied ;— -ana 
tis the refemblance between theiti whicH 
bHhgs over his judgement^ and makes hiih an 
evidence on your fide* 

Tis therefore not to the cruel,— 'tis to the 
werciful ; — to thofe who rejoice with them 
that rejoic6, and weep with theni that weep> 
— th^t we make this appeal. — ^Tis io the 
generbtiS, the kind, the humane, that I am 
rioW to tell the fad * ftory of tlie fatherlefs, 
and of him who hath no helper, and befpeak 
your almfgiving in behalf of thofe who know 
tiot h6w to alk for it themfelves* 

-^What can I fay more ?-— It is a fubje6b 
on which I cannot inform your judgement; — * 
dnd, in fuch an audience, I would, riot pre- 
fume to pradlife upon your paffions :— let it 
ftiffice to fay. That they whom God hath 
bleffed with the nieans,— and for whom he 
has done more, in bleffing them likewife with 
d difpofition, — have abundant reafon to be 
thankful to him, as the Author of every good 
gift, for the meafure he hath bellowed to 
them of both. Tis the refuge againft the 
ftofmy wind and tempeft, which he has plant- 
ed in our hearts; arid the conftant flu6tua-* 
tion of everv thing in this world, forces aU 
the fons and daughters of Adam to feek fliel- 

<* Charity-fermort at St.AndreW*8, Holbofti. 
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ter under it by turns. Guard it by entaik. 
and fettlements as we will, the moll affluent 
plenty may be ftripp'd, and find all its worldly 
comforts, like fo many withered leaves drop- 
ping from us ! — ^Tlie crowns of princes may be 
lliaken ; and the greatell that ever awed the 
world have looked back and moralized upon 
the turn of the wheel ! 

That which has happened to one, — may 
happen to every man : and therefore that ex-, 
cellent rule of our Saviour, in a6ls of benevo- 
lence, as well as every thing elfe, fhould go- 
vern us ; — " That whatfoever ye would that 
" men fliould do to you, do ye alfo unto 
" them/' 

Haft thou ever lain upon the bed of lan- 
guilliing ? or laboured under a diftemper 
which threatened thy life ? — Call to mind 
thy forrowful and penfive fpirit at that time, 
and fay. What it was that made the thoughts 
of death fo bitter! — If thou hadft children, — 
I affirm it, the bitterne(s of death lay there ! 
-^If unbroughtup, and unprovided for. What 
will become of them ? Where will they find 
a friend when I am gone ? Who will ftand up 
for them, and plead their caufe againft the 
wicked ? 

— Blefled God ! to thee, who art a Father 
to the fatherlefs, and a Hufband to the 
widow, — lintruftthem! 

Haft thou ever fuftained any confiderable 
fhock in thy fortune ? or, Has the fcantinefs 
of thy condition humed thee into great ftraits^ 
and brought thee ahnoft to diftraition ? Con- 
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fuler, who was it that fpread a table in that 
wildernefs of thought ? — who made thy cup 
to overflow ? Was it not a friend of confo- 
lation who ftepped in, — faw thee embar- 
rafled with the tender pledges of thy love, 
and the partner of thy cares, — took them 
under his protection ?—( Heaven ! thou wilt 
reward him for it !) — and freed thee from all 
the terrifying apprehenfions of a parent-s 
love ? 

— Haflitbou?— 

— But how fhall I afk a queftion which 
muft bring tears into fo many eyes ? — Haft 
thou ever been wounded in a more affecfting 
manner ftill, by the lofs of a moft obliging 
friend ? — or been torn away from the em- 
braces of a dear and promifing child by the 
ftroke of death ? — Bitter remembrance ! Na- 
ture droops at it ; — but Nature is the fame 
in all conditions and lots of life. — A child 
thruft forth in an evil hour, without food^ 
without raiment, bereft of inftru6lion, and 
the means of its falvation, is a fubjed; of more 
tender heart-aches and will awaken every 
power of Nature ! — As we have felt for our- 
felves, — let us feel, for Chrift's fake, — let us 
feel for theirs ; and may the God of all com^ 
fort blefs you ! Amen. 
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But £hou» when ^ou art bidden, go and fit dovm in the loweft 
roomy ths^t When he that bad thee cometh, he ms^f fay to thee*' 
Friend, go up higher ; then (halt thou have worfhip in the prc^, 
fence of them 'who fit at meat with thee i-rfor whofoever cxaiteth 
himfelf (hall be abafed ; and he that humbleth' bimfelf (haU' be 

j|T is an exhortation of our Saviour's to Humi- 
lity, addreffed by way of inference from wha^ 
he had fa id in the three foregoing verfes of 
the chapter: where, upon entering into the 
houfe of oneof thechief Pharifees to eat breadi 
and marking how fmall a portion of this necef^ 
fery virtue entered in with the feveral gu^fts, 
difcovering itfelf from their choofmg the chief 
Fooms, and moil diftinguifhed places af ho-* 
Bour ; — he takes the occaiion which fuch a be- 
haviour offered, to caution them againft Pride 1 
•^— ftates the inconvenience of the paffion ;— 
ihcws the difappointments which attend it; 
' — the difgrace in which it generally ends ; in 
being forced at laft to recede froni the pre- 
tenfions to what is more than our due; which, 
by the way, is the very thing the paffion is 
eternally prompting us to expe6l. When, 
therefore, thou art bidden to a wedding, fays 
our Saviour, fit not down in the higheft 
room, left a more honourable roan than 

thou 
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thou be bidden of him ; and he that bad 
thee and him, come and fay to thee, — Give 
this man j)lace: and thou begin with ihame 
to take the loweft room. 

— But thou, when thou art bidden, go and 
fit down in the loweft room : — hard lecture \ 
— In the loAveft room ? — ^^What, — do I owe^ 
nothing tomyfelf? Muft I fofget ray ftation,' 
my character in lifife ? Refign the precedence 
which my birth, my fortune, my talents, have 
already placed me in poffeffion of ;— give all 
up ! and fuffer inferiors to take my honours ? 
Yes ; — for that, fays our Saviour, is the road* 
to it : " For when he that bad thee cometh, &SI 
** will fey tathee. Friend, go up higher ; then* 
" flialt thou have worlhip in the prefence of 
" th*m that fit at meat with thee : — for who- 
" Ibever exalteth himfelf fhall be abafed ; and> 
" he thathmnbleth himfelf Ihall be exalted/' 

To make good the truth of which declara- 
tion, it is not neceflary we ftiould look beyondr 
this life, and fay. That in that day of retribu- 
tion, wherein every high thing Iball be brought 
low, and every irregular paflion dealt with as> 
it deferves ; — that pride, araongft the reft (con- 
fidered as a vicious charaifter), Ihall meet 
with its proper punifliment of being abafed, 
and lying down for ever in (hame and dilho-*- 
nour.— ^It is not neceftary we Ihould look fo 
far forwards for the aceomplifliment of this 3 
the words feem not fo much to imply the^ 
threat of a diftant punifliment, the execution 
of which was to be refj)ited to that day ; — aV 
the declaration of a plain- ti'uth depending* 

X i upoa 
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upon the natural courfe of things, and evident- 
ly verified in every hour s commerce of the 
world ; fiom whence, as well as from our rea-, 
foningupon the point, it is found. That Pride 
lays us open to fo many mortifying encoun- 
ters, which Humility in its own nature refts 
fecure from,— that verily, each of them, in 
this world, have their reward faithfully dealt 
out by the natural workings of men's paffions ; 
which, though very bad executioners in ge- 
neral, yet are fo far juft ones in this, that they 
feldom fuft'er the exultations^ of an infolent 
temper to efcape the abafement, or the de- 
portment of a humble one to fail of the ho- 
nour, Ivhich each of their characters do de- 
ferve* > 

'hi other vicious exoefles which a man 
commits, the world (thaugh it is not much 
to its credit) feen^s to Hand pretty neuter : 
if you are extravagant or intemperate, you 
are looked upon as the greateft enemy to 
yourfelf,— or if an enemy to the public, at 
Jeail, you are fo remote a one to each indivi- 
dual, that no one feels himlelf immediately 
concerned in your puniihment; but in the 
inftances of Pride, the attack is perfonal: 
for as this pailion can only take its rife from 
afecretcomparifon which the party has been 
iQiaking of himfelf to my difadvantage, every 
intimation he gives me of what he thinks of 
the matter, is fo far a diredl injury, either as 
it withholds the rel*pe6i wliich is my due, — or 
perhaps denies me to have any; or elfe^ 
which preffesi e<|ually h^rd, as it putg me ii\ 
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mind of the clefecfts which I really have, and 
of which I am truly oonfcious, and confe* 
quently think myfelf the.lefs deferying of an 
admonition : in every one of which caTes,^ the 
proud man, in whatever language he fpeaks 
it, — if it is expreffive of this fuperiority over 
me, either in the gifts of fortune, the advan- 
tages of birth or improvements, as it has pro- 
ceeded from a mean ellknation, and poffibly. 
a very unfair one, of the hke pretenfions in 
my felf, — the attack, I fay, is perfonal ; and 
has generally the fate to be felt and ref(?nted 
as fuch. 

So that with regard to the prefent incon-r 
veniences, there is fc^rce any vice, bating 
fuch as are immediately punifhed by laws, 
which a man may not indulge with more 
fafety to himfelf, than this one of Pride ;: — 
the humbleft of men not being fo entirely 
void of the paffion themfelves, but that they 
fuffer fo much from the overflowings of it in^ 
others, as to make the literal accompliiliment 
of the. text a common intereft and concern: 
in which they are generally fuccefsful, — the 
nature of the vice being fuch, as not only to 
tempt you to it, but to afford the occaiion* 
itfelf of its own humiliation. 

The proud man, — fee ! — he is fore all over ; 
touch him— you put him to pain : and though 
of all others, he ad;s as if every mortal was 
void of all kn{e and feeling, yet is poffefled- 
with fo nice and exquifite a one himfelf, that 
the flights, the little neglecfts and inftances o{ 
difetteew, which would be fcarce felt by: 

another 
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another man, are perpetually wounding him, 
and oft-4:iroe& piercing him to his very heart. 

I would not therefore be a proud man 
was it only for this, that it lliould rK)t be in 
the power of every one who thought fit — to 
chaftife me; — my other infirmities, however 
unworthy of me, at leaft will not incommode 
me : — fo little difcountenance do 1 fee given 
to them, that it is not the world's fault, if 
1 fuffer by them : — but here — if I exalt my- 
fel:^ I have no pFofpe<^l: of efcaping; — ^with 
this vice I ftand fwohi up in every body* 
way, and muft unavoidably be thruft back:- 
whichever way I turn, whatevel' ftep I take 
xmder the direction of this paffion, I preft 
lankindJy upon fome one, and in- return, 
muft prepare myfelf for fuch morttfjing re- 
pttlfes^ as will bring me down, and' make me 
go oil ray way Ibrrowing. 
' This- is^ from the nature of things, and the 
experience of life as far back as Solomon, 
whole obfervation upon it was the feme, — 
and it will ever hold good, '* that before 
^ honour wa<^ humility, and a haughty fpirit 
^ before a fallv— Put not therefore thylelf forth^ 
^* in the prefenceof the king, and ftand notijt 

the place of grtiat men: — for better is it — ^ 

(which by the way is the very diffuafive in 
^ the text) — better is' it, that it be faid unto^ 
^ thee^^ Priend; come up higher, than that^ 
" thou fllaaldeft be put lower in the prefence 
** oi? the prince whom thine eyes have feen/' 

ThuS' much for the illuftration of this one 
ai^umentoiffui* Sav^iovir's, againll Pridei^— 

there 
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there are many other confiderations which 
expofe the weaknefs of it, which his know-t 
ledge of the heart of iriaa might have fuig-* 
gefted; but as the particular ojccafion which 
gave rife to. this lecture of our Savioui's 
againft Pride Daturally led him to fpeak of 
the mortifications which attend fuch inftancea 
of it, as he then beheld:— for this reafoa 
the otJier arguments might be omitted, which 
perhaps in a fet difcourfe wouJd be doing 
injiuiiiice to the fubje(5il. I fliall therefore^ 
in the remaining part of this^ beg leave to 
offer fome other confideratioas of a isaoratE 
as well as a rehgious nature upon this* fub^ 
J€6l, as fo many inducements to check tliiflj 
weak paflion ia man ; which, though one ofi 
the mpft inconvenient of his: infiumities^ — -tho 
mod painful and difcourteous to fociety, yet, 
by a fad Vitality, fo it iss that there are few 
vices, except fuch whofe tenaptatious are imn 
mediately feaJsed in. our natures, to. whicin 
there is fo general a propeniity throughout 
the whole race. 

This had led foin& fatirical pens. to>wiiite^ 
That aH mankind at the bottom were proud 
alike;— T-that one man differed from another/ 
not fo much in the diffeiK^nst pyortions which 
he poffeflfedi of it, as in the different art and 
addrefs by which he excels, in the ma^age*^ 
ment and difi^uife^ ofi it to the world: we 
trample, no doubt, too often^ upon the pridb 
of Plato's^ mantle, with a& girea* a pride of oup 
own; yet on the whole, the remark has more 
Q)leea. tban ti^thia it; thefi^baingthoufaixda 
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(if any evidence is to be allowed) of the mod 
unafFed:ed humility, and trueft poverty of 
fpirit, which actions can give proof of. Not- 
withftanding this, fo much may be allowed 
to the obfervation, That Pride is a vice 
which grows up in fociety fo infeiifibly; — 
ileals in unobierved upon the heart upon 
fo many occafions; — forms itfelf upon fuch 
ftrange pretenfions, and when it has done, 
veils itfelf under fuch a' variety of unfui- 
pe6ied appearances,-^fometimes even under 
that of Humility itfelf;^ — in all which cafes. 
Self-love, hke a falfe friend, inftead of check- 
ing, mod treacheroufly feeds this Jiumour, 
points out fonie excellence in every foul to 
make him vain, and think more highly of 
himfelf, than he ought to think; — that, upon 
the Avhole, there is no one weaknefs into 
which the heart of man is more eafily be- 
trayed — ^or which requires greater helps of 
good fenfe and good principles to guard 
againft. 

And firft, the root from which it fprings is 
no inconfiderable difcredit to the fruit. 

If you look into the bed moral writers, 
who have taken pains to fearch into the 
grounds of this pafTion,— they will tell you, 
that Price is the vice of little and contratled 
fouls ; — that whatever affectation of greatnefs 
it generally wears and carries in the looks, 
there is always meannefs in the heart of it: 
*^— a haughty and an abject temper, 1 be-^ 
lieve, are much nearer a-kin than thej; will 
acknowledge i-r-like poor relations,. tbejrJook 
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a little fhy at one another at firft figlit, but 
trace back their pedigree, they are but col- 
lateral branches from the fame ftera ; and 
there is fcarce any one who has not feen many 
fuch inftances of it, as one of our poets al- 
ludes to, in that admirable ftroke he has 
given of this affinity, in his defcription of a 
** Pride which licks the dull/' 

As it has meaiinefs at the bottom of it, — fo 
it is juftly charged with having weaknefs there 
too, of which it gives the ftrongell proof in. 
regard to the chief end it has in view, and 
the abfurd means it takes to bring it about. 

Confider a moment, — What is it the proud 
man aims at ? — why, — fuch a meafure of 
refped; and deference as is due to his fupe- 
rior merit, &c. &c. 

Now, good fenfe and a knowledge of the 
world (hew us, that how much foever of tliefe 
are due to a man, allowing he has made a 
right calculation, — they are ftill dues of 
fuch a nature, that they are not to be in- 
fifted upon : Honour and Refpedl muft be a 
" Free-will offbring-/' treat them otherwife, 
and claim them from the world as a tax, — 
they are fure to be withheld; the fiiil dif- 
covery of fuch an expedlation difappoints it, 
and prejudices your title to it for ever. 

To this fpeculative argument of its weak- 
nefs, it has generally the ill fate to add 
another of a more fubftantial nature, which 
is matter of fatt; that to turn giddy upon 
every little exaltation, is experienced to be 
no iefs a mark of a weak brain in the figur- 
.. 7 ative. 
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ative, than it is in the literal fenfe of the ex- 
preffion — in fober truth, 'tis but a fcurvy kind 
of a trick (quotks voluit Fortuna jocarij — 
when Fortune, in one of her merry moods, 
takes a poor devil with this paffion in his 
head, and mounts him up all at once as 
high as Ihe can get him, — for it is fure to 
make him play fuch phantaftic tricks, as to 
become the very fool of the comedy; and 
was he not a general benefactor to the world 
in making it merry, I know not how Spleen 
could be pacified during the reprefentation- 

A third argument againft Pride is the na-« 
tural conned:ion it has with vices of an un-» 
ibcial afped; : the Scripture feldom introduces^ 
it alone — Anger, or Strife, or Revenge, or 
fome inimical paffion, is ever upon the ftage 
with it; the proofs and reafons of which I 
have not time to enlarge on, and therefore 
fliall fay no more upon this argument than 
this,^ — that was there no other, — ^yet the bad 
company this vice is generally found in^ 
would be fufficient by itfelf to engage a inatf 
to avoid it. 

Thus much for the moral confideration* 
upon this fubjec^J ; a great part of which, A§ 
they ilhiftrate chiefly the inconveniences of 
Pride in a focial light, may feem to hav^ si 
greater tendency to make men gnai'd the 
appearances of it, than conquer tne paiHotfl 
itfelf, and root it out of their nature r to do 
this effectually, we muft add the arguments 
of religion, without which, the belt moral 
difcourfe may prove little better thaa a cold 

political 
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political le&ure, taught merely to govern the 
paflion fo, as not to be injurious to a man's 
prefent intereft or quiet; all which a man 
may leam to pra(9;ife well enough, and yet 
at the fame time be a perfeA ftranger to the 
befl part of humility, which implies not a 
concealment of Pride, but an abfolute con- 
queft over the fiiil rifmgs of it which are felt 
in the heart of man. 

And, firft, one of the moft perfuafive argu- 
ments which religion offers to this end is that 
which rifes from the ftate and condition of 
ourfelves, both as to our natural and moral- 
im perfections. It is impoHible to reflect a 
moment upon this hint, but with a heart full 
of the humble exclamation, " O God ! what 
" is man ! — even a thing of nought ;" — a poor, 
infirm, miferable, lliort-lived creature, that 
pafies away like a lliadow, and is haftening 
off the ftage Avhere the theatrical titles and 
diftind:ions, and the whole malk of Pride 
which he has worn for a day will fall off, 
and leave him naked as a negle<^led flave. 
Send forth your imagination, I befeech you, 
tc/ view the laft fcene of the greateft and 
proudeft who ever awed and governed the 
world — fee the empty vapour difappearing! 
one of the arrows of mortaUty this moment 
flicks fall within him : fee, — it forces out hist 
life, and freezes his blood and fpirits, . 

— Approach his bed of ftate, — lift up the 
curtain,— regard a moment with filemce-— 

— -Are thefe cold liands and paie lipsr 
all that is left of him who wa& canoni:^ 

by 
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by his own pride, or made a god of by hi3 
flatterers ? 

O my foul ! with what dreams haft thou 
been bewitched? how haft thou been de- 
luded by the objects thou haft fo eagerly 
grafpedat? . 

If this reflection from the natural imper- 
fe(9:ion of man^ which he cannot remedy^ 
does neverthelefs ftrike a damp upon human 
Pride, much more muft the conliderations do 
fo, which arife from the wilful depravations^ 
of his nature. 

Survey yourfelves, my dear Chriftians, a 
few moments in this light — ^behold a difobe- 
drent, ungrateful, intractable, and diforderly 
fet of creatures, going wrong feven times 
in a day, — aCiing fometimes every liour of 
it againft your own conviftions — your own 
interefts, and the intentions of your God, 
who wills and propofes nothing but your 
happinefs and profperity — what reafon does 
this view furnifli you for Pride? how many 
does it fuggeft to mortify and make you 
afliamed ?■ — well might the fon of Syrach fay 
in that farcaftical remark of his upon it, 
** That Pride was not made for man \' — for 
fome purpofes, and for fome particular be-* 
ings, the paflion might have been fliaped— 
but not for him — fancy it Avhere you will, 'tis 
no where fo improper — 'tis in no creature fa 
unbecoming.— 

— But why fo cold an aflent to fo incon- 
tefted a truth ? — Perhaps thou haft reafons to 
be proud :— for heaven's fake let us. hear* 
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them— Thou haft the advantages of birth 
and title to boaft of — or thou ftandeft iii 
the funlhine of court favour— -or thou haft 
a large fortune — or great talents— or much 
learning — or nature has beftowed her graces 
upon thy perfon — fpeak — on which of thefe 
foundations haft thou raifed this fanciful 
ftru6iure ?— Let us examine them. 

Thou art well born :«^— then truft me, 'twill 
pollute no one drop of thy blood to be hum- 
ble: humility calls no man down from his 
rank, — divefts not princes of their titles ;, it is 
in life what the clear obfcure is in painting; 
it makes the hero ftep tbrth in the canvas, 
and detaches his figure from the group in 
which he would othei'wife ftand confounded 
for ever. 

If thou art rich— then fliew the greatnefs 
of thy fortune,— or what is better, the great- 
nefs of thy foul, in the meeknefs of thy con- 
verfation; condefcend to men of low eftatei 
— fupport the diftrefled, and patronize the* 
negledied. — Be great; but let it be in con^ 
fidering riches as they are; as "talents coixt- 
" mitted to an earthen velfer' — That thoii* 
art but the receiver^ — and that to be obligied 
and to be vain too, — is but the old folecifm 
of pride and beggary, which, though they 
often meet, — yet ever make but an abfurd 
fociety. 

If thou art powerful in intereft, and ftand- 

eft deified by a fervile tribe of dependents, 

— why ftiouldeft thou be proud, — becaufe 

they are hungry ?— Scourge rne fuch fyco-- 

' Vol. Ill, Y phants: 
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^hants : they have turned the heads 6f thou- 
fands as well as thine-— 

•—But 'tis thy own dexterity and ftrength 
which have gained thee this eminence:— al- 
low it; but art thou proud that thou flandeil 
in a place where thou art the mark of one 
man's envy, another man's malice, or.a third 
man's revenge, — where good men naay be 
ready to fufpecft thee, and whence' bininjen 
will be ready to pull thee down ? I wq«W be 
proud of nothing that is uncertain : Pkiman 
was fo, becaufe he was admitted alone to. 
queen Efther's banquet ; and the di£l;in<9io]]t. 
laifed him, — but it was fifty ctjbits higher 
Aiah he ever dream'd or thought oft. 
. Let us pafs, on to the pretenjces of learn- 
ing, &c. &c. If thou halt a little, thou wilt: 
be proud of it in courfe: if thou hail much, 
and good fenfe along with it, there wiJl be^ 
BO reaibn to difpute againft the paffion: a 
beggarly parade of remnants is but a forty 
objeA of Pride at the beft;— bvt more fo 
wjben we can cry out upon it, as the poor 
man did of bis britchet— " Alas! Mailer,— 
*V for it was borrowed*/' 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty- 
whatever we do of t\\e arts and ornaments 
with' which; Pride is wont to fet it off: the 
Ateak^ft minds are molt caught with both; 
being ever glad to win attention and credit 
from fmall and flendei: accidents^ through 
diialnHty of purcliafing them by better means. 

...•..* a King*, ti, 7. .. , . 

- In 
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In truth, beauty has fo many charms, one 
knows not how to fpeak againft it; and when 
it happens that a gnacefui figure is the habi - 
tation of a virtuous foul, when the beauty of 
the face fpeaks out the modefty and humility 
of the mind, and the juftnefs of the propor- 
tion raifes our thoughts up to the art and 
wifdom of the great Creator, fomething may 
ht flowed it, — and ibmething to the fcmbel)- 
liftiments which fet it off; — and yet, when 
the whole apology is read, — it will be found 
at Jsfti th^t Bfeatitj^, like Truth, nwerU fc 
glotitJus as when it goi^ the plaitiefl. 

Simplicity is the gf^at fiierid to ti^m^ 
and if I trould be proud of any thing in thiJ 
filly worlds it fhould be of this honeit alliance- 

Gonfidet what has been faid ; and may thef 
Godof ill mercies and kiiidnefs watch over 
yout paflions^ and infpire you " with all hum- 
** blettefs of mind, ineektiefs, patience,- and 
** loiig fiiffering/' — Amen- 
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HUMILITY. 



MATTHfWy XI. 29. 

•Leani of met for I am meek ami hvAy in heart 4 and yc ibirtl nai 

reft unto youf fouls* . . . , , 

il HE great bufinefe of man, is the ii^gulation 
of his fpirit; the pofleflion of fuch a frame 
^nd temper of mind, as will l^ad us peaceably 
through this world, and in the many weary 
ftages of it, afford us what we fhall be fure 
to Hand in need of, — " Reft unto oqr fouls/' 
— Reft unto our Ibuls ! — 'tis all w^ waat-— 
the end of all our wilhes and purfuits : give 
us a profpc6l of this, we take the wings of the 
morning, and fly to the utternioft parts of ttie 
earth to have it in poflTeffion : we feek Tor it 
in titles, in riches and pleafures — climb up 
after it by ambition, come down again and 
ftoqp for it by aA arice, — try all extremes ; ftill 
we are gone ouj of the way, nor is it, till 
after many miferable experiments, that we 
are convinced at laft, we have been feeking 
every where for it, but where there is a pro- 
Ibedt of finding it ; and that Is, within our- 
lelves, in a meek and lowly difpofition of 
heart. This, and this only, wall give us reft 
UBto our fouls : — reft, from thofe turbulent 
and haughty paffions which difturb our quiet : , 

—reft. 
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— reft, from the provocations and difappoint- 
nients of the world, and a train of untold 
evils too long to be recounted, againft all 
which this frame and prepamtion of mind is 
the beft protection. 

I beg you will go along with me in this 
argument. Confider how great a iliare of 
the uneafmeffes which take up and torment 
our thoughts, owe their rife to nothing elfe 
but the difpofitions of mind ivhich are op- 
polite to this character. 

With regard to the provocations and of- 
fences which are unavoidably happening to a 
man in his commerce with the world, — 'take 
it as a rule, — as a man's pride is, — fo is al- 
ways bis difpleafure : — as the opinion of him-: 
felf rifes, — fo does the injury, — fo does his 
refentment : 'tis this which gives edge and 
force to the inftrument which has itruck him 
— and excites that heat in the wound which 
renders it incurable. 

See how different the cafe is with the 
humble man : one half of thefe painful con- 
fli<^ he. a(!itually efcapes ; the other part fall 
lightly on him :— he provokes no man by con- 
tempt ; thrults himlelf forward as the mark 
of no man's envy : fo that he cuts oflf the 
firft fretful occafions of the greateft part of 
thefe evils ; and for thofe in which the paf- ' 
fions of others would involve. him, like tlie' 
humble Ilirubinthe valley, gently gives way, 
and ftarCQ feek the injury of thofe ftormy en^ 
counters which rend the proud cedar, and- 
tear! it. up by its roots. 
■n'W- y3 If 
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If ypq coniider it mth regard ta the many 
diifaipipioiatments of thi^ life, which aiife 
from the hopes of bettering ouf condition, 
and aiivanciDg in the world,-r*rthe reafoning 
is the fame. 

What we expe dl,r~is ever in proportion to 
tlie eiiimate made of ourfelves ; when pride 
aodielf-love have brought us in their account 
of .tiii^s matter, — we find, that we are worthy 
of all honours — ^fit for all places ^nd employe- 
men ts: — as our expedlations rife and multiply,, 
fanikft ouc di&ppointments with them;, and 
tbetre needs nothing more to lay. the founda* 
tioBiof our unhappinefs, and both to make 
and keep us miferable* And in truth there is 
* nothing fo common in life as to fee tbou&nds, 
who,, you would fay, had all the reafoii in the 
\r(w4d' to be at reft, fo torn up and difquieted 
irith forrows of this clafs, and fo incelTantly 
tortured with the difappointments which their 
pride and paffions have created for them, 
that though tliey appear to have all the in- 
grediemts .of' happinefs in their hands, — ^they 
cad neither compound or ufe them :-ttHow 
fliQuId they ? the goad is ever in their iides^ 
and fo hurries them on from one expei^tion 
tcitaiiother, as to ieave them no reft day ot 
night. 

^ijfvonility, therefore,' recommends itfelf a& 
a fecDriJty..agaiiift theft, heart-aches, which' 
though ridieuloiis , fometimes. in the eye ofi 
the: ^boldeiv yet are ferious enough to tha 
ifaan who'fiiffiers '<then)>, and I* believe would) 
m?ik^ no inconfiderg^ble accauntio- aritnni 

Li catalogue 
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patalogue of the difquietudes of mortal iDan*:: 
ogainli thefe, I fay, Humility is the beft de* 
fences 

He that is little in his own ey^, is little 
too in his defires, and confequently mode- 
rate in his purfuit of them : like another man 
he may fail in his attempts, and lofe the 
point he aimed at, — but that is all, — he lofes 
not himfelf, — he lofes not his happinefs and 
peace of mind with it, — even the contentions 
of the humble mau are mild and placid. — ^ 
Blelfed character ! when fuch a one is thruft 
back, who does not pity him ? — when he 
falls, who would not Itrctch out a hand to 
raife him up ? 

And here, ; I cannot help ftopping in tlia 
midfl of this argument, to make a luort ob-» 
fervation, which is this. When we reflet 
upon the character of Humility, — we are apt 
to think it ftands the mod naked and defence-* 
lefs of all virtues whatever, — the leaft able to 
fupport its claims againll the infoient anta- 
gonift who feems ready to bear him down^ 
and all oppofition wliich fuch a teinper can 
^ake. 

Now, if we confider him as ftanding alone, 
r— no doubt, in fuch a cafe he will be over- 
powered and trampled upon by his oppofer ; 
— but if we confider the meek and lowly man, 
as he is — fenced and guarded by the love, 
the friendfliip, and wifhes of all mankind, — 
that the other flsands alone, hated^ diicounte* 
Danced, without one true Irieod r or bearty 
weU^wiihoroA his fide;r— whent^isMibalimsal, 
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we ihall have reafon to change our opinion^ 
find be convinced that the humble man; 
ftrengthened with fuch an alliance, is far 
from being fo over-matched as at firft fight he 
may appear ; — nay I believe one might ven- 
ture to go further and engage. for it,^ that in 
all fuch cafes*, where. real fortitude and true 
jperfonal courage were wanted, he is much 
more likely to give proof of it, and I would 
foofier look for it in fuch a temper than in 
that of his adverfary. Pride may make a 
tiian violent, — hut Humility will make him 
fiiimit»i*and which of the two, do you think, 
likeftyi'tb cotne off with honour? — he, who 
a6ls from the changeable impulfe of heated 
blood, and? follows the uncertain motions of 
kk ]!)iride and fury, — or the man who 'Aands 
tool and collected in himfelf ;.who governii 
h»:refentments, ihilead of beingi governed by 
them, and on ei^cry :occafion a^ upon the 
fteadyiiiiotives of principle and duty ? •• 
..fiut.this by thfe way ;-^though in truth it 
falls in Avith the main argument ; f6r if the 
obfervation is jjuit; and Humility h^s the ad- 
vantages where we fliould leaft expert then^ 
the argjiment rifes higher in behalf of thofe 
whicli are. more^ apparently . on its fide.-^Inr 
all w)bich, ifth^ humble man finds; \kr'hat the : 
proud Tnan tnuft never hopctfor in this »\*^orld,' : 
that. ifi!-*^:refl to his fouli-' "-^^ fo does he: 
likewife meetlwith it firom the influence. fuch ■ 
a temper^ h^&'l^pon. bis. condition 'Unllelr4he:: 
eviib of his Jife^ : iiot as t^hargeable "upon th0 
vices q£ inen, ihut as the. portion 4)fiihisr iimM . i 

hentancc^ 
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lieritanrce, by the appaintmeht of God/ - Fof 
i^ a« Job fafs, We are bom to trouble as the 
fparks fly upwards, furely it is he who thinks 
thd greateft of. thefe troubles below his ftmf 
—and the fraalleft fawurs above his merit; 
that is likely to fuffer the lealt rfrom- the onei 
and enjoy the moft from the other : 'tis ha 
who poflefifes his foul in meeknefs, and keeps 
itfilbje^edito all the iflues of fortune, that 
is tbc-'fkrtheftout of their reafch. — No.^— He 
blames not the fun. though it does hot ripen 
his 'Vine, nor bluft^rs at the winds, thougk 
they bring him no profitiip^If the fountaiw' 
of' the hutnble man rifes hot as high as hif . 
cou4d wilh,-^h€ thinks, however, that it rifea 
as . high as it ought ; and as . the laws . of \ 
nature ftill do their duty, tliat he has no caufo 
to complain ^s^gainft them, i ./ ' > 

If difappohited of richeb-^^hfe knows the 
providence? of God is not 'his debtor;: tha4l 
though he ha^ iteofeived lefs » thahi otdiers,: ye* 
ashe thinks^hicnielf lefs than the'leaft,.he hks 
reaibn to be thankful. ; V -i 

» ! If the world ' ffoesi luhto ward with the.huniA 
t>le nian^ in other- refpe(9:s,-^he knows>a tmtir 
which the ^rdudmah does ileveracknowledg^^ 
and that is, that the worid was hot madoiior 
him' ; iand thef eifore how . little . fliare foeter 
he has of its- advantages, * he) fees an targn^ 
ment of content, in.^efleiSiDg how Kttleitiis^ 
that' a corapcfufnd' of fm, of ignorance, r aaidi 
frailty, has grounids to expedfe.. - c.; 

A foul thiiis ttn^ned and refigned^.is 
fmoothly domoithid ilream of providence ; no 
'^ i tempt- 
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tetDptations in hia paiTage difquiet bim with 
defire,— no dangers alarm him with fear: 
though open to ail the changes and chances 
pf othersy— yet by feeing the juftice of what 
happens,— and humbly giving way to the 
blow, — though he is fmitten, he is not fmit* 
ten like: other men, or feels. the j&nart which 
they do. 

• Thus much for the do(9:rine of Humility; 
let us now look towards the. example of it. . 

It is obferved by fome one, that as pride 
was the paflion through which- fin and mifery 
entered into the world, and gave our enemy 
the triumph of mining our nature, that there-^ 
fore the Son of God, who came to feek ajwl 
to fave that which was loft, when he entered 
upon the work of our reftx)ration,. he began 
at the very point where he knew we had 
&i)ed ; and this he did by endeavouring . to 
bring the foul of man back to its original 
temper of Humility; fo that his i(ii*i): public 
addrefs from the Mount begasif with a decla^ 
ration of bleflednefs to . the .poor in fpiril;y*-rf 
and almoft his iail exhortation i in the, text, 
itosita copy the fair original he. had fet themi 
of this virtue, and ^^ to learn of him to,. be 
♦♦ Aieek and lowly in heaxt.'' : . :. : . 

. ;It is the moit.unanfwerable appeal that 
can be made ta the heart (>f: man,-^and ici 
perfoafivc and accommodated to all ChriA 
lMsSy\ that as much pride aa >the^e is dill in 
• the world, it is not credible but that e^ery 
Believer inuftr xeoeive fome tim^ure of the 
charader'arhir^s towards it^frcim. the exaDM 
- . 8 pie 



SERMON' XXV, 331 

1^1^ of f^ great, an<] yot fq bumble a Mafter, 
wfeofe wliole QQurfe plf life Avas u particulai; 
itjifeure, to this one virtue; and in every in-» 
fta,nce of it (l\ewed, thut. he cama not to 
ffiare the pride and glories of life, or fwelt 
^e b^p^ of apEibitions followers, but to caii: 
9 ell^inp upon them for ever, by appearing. 
Hifftfelf rather as a fervant than a mailer,-^ — 
doming, as he CQntinu9.11y declared, not to 
bQ miniftered unto, but to minider; and as 
Ihe. Prophet had- foretold in that mournful^ 
<}efQription of him, — to have no form or 
CQinelinefs, nor any beauty tlmt they lliould 
4^fire him.: The voluntary meannefs of his 
biFth,-T-;the poverty of hi& life, — the low offi-% 
ce? in w:hich-it was engaged, in preaching 
the Gofpel to -the poor, — the inconveniences 
vbtch ^ttdo^cd the ijxecution of it, in haying 
UQ wi^ye tQ,lay hi3 he^,-^all fpoke the famo 
language : — that the God of trutli Ihould fubr 
uiiH .to th^ 4ufpieion of an inipofturei-rr-his 
^qmble dq>ortinent under ;that, and. a thou^ 
IknA prQvoe?,tio.ns qf a thanklels people, iliU 
raifes this charax^^ler higher; — and wltat e^^lts^ 
it to: . ita hSgfaeft pitcli, — tho tender and pa- 
\Aietic proof he, gave of tb^ f^mje difpofitioi^ 
at the conclufiou and gre*t catailrpphe of 
his fuflforings,— rwhea at hfc iujl of fo . mqi^j^ 
inftance* of humility wa$' crpwned with the 
moft endearing one of " humbling himli^l^ 
•'^.eyen to the death of tbe orofs ;"'— the death 
pf a flavoi ^ malefa6lor— dragged to C^lvaiyi^ 
\irithottt Qppofition— ^infttlt^d without com^ 

|A»iot.-rr 
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• __ - . . . ^ 

— Blefled JefusJ how can the man wkkJ 
calls u])on thy name, but learn of thefe to be 
meek and lowly m heart? — how can' he' but 
profit when fuch a lefl'on was feconded-r^bj?^ 
ftich an example? - ■• . / 

If humihty (hines fo bright in the chamber 
of Chrift, fo does it in that of his religion i; 
the true fpirit of which tends all the iam«t 
way. — Chriftianity,; when rightly explained* 
^nd pracftifed, is all meeknefe and candbur,' 
and love and courtefy: land thiere is no one 
paflion our Saviour i^bukes fo often, or willi-^ 
lb much fliarpnefs, as that oue, which is fftb^ 
verfive of thefe kind efFedtsj-^-and that is* 
pride, which in proportion as it • governs tiv 
heceffarily leads us on to a difcdurteous opi-*' 
nion and treatment of othcrs.^-i-I fay; weoe^&iJ 
W/?/,-— becaufe'tis a* natural confequeuce^ and 
the progrefs from the one to the other is un^ 
avoidabJe. ■. 

This our Saviour often remarks in. the cha^ 
ra<9;ef of the Pharifees: — they trufted ii^ 
lihemfelves,— 'twas' nd wonder then they de*^ 
fpifed' others, • j 

" Thife, I l>e!ieve, ihight principally relate to^ 
fprritual prid^j wliich, by the way, is the 
worft of all -pridfes; and as it is a very bad 
fpecies of a v*^y bad pailion, I cannot do 
better th'aili^ coticlude the difcourfe with fome 
iteraarks upon it. 

^ in pGioft conceits of a religious fuperiority, 
thete has ufiaHy gone hand in band with it, 
another 'fan6y, — -which^ — I fuppofehas fed it; 
^nd that is, a perfuafion of fome more than 

ordmary 
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ordinary aids and ilhiihiiiations from above. 
>-r — fc-Let us examine this matter. 
•' That the influence and afliftance of God'i 
fpirit in a way imperceptible to us, does 
enable us to rencler him an . acceptable 
Icrvice, we learn from Scripture. — In what 
particular manner this is ette6led, fo that 
the ad; (hall ftill be imputed ours — the Scrip- 
ture feiy snot: we know only the account is 
fp; but; as for any fenfible demonftrations of 
its workings to bfe felt as fuch within, us— 
the word of God is utterly filcut; nor cart 
that filence be fupplied by any experience. 
-'" ' ■ - W e hax^e none; unlefs you call the falfe 
pretences to it fuch, — fuggelted by an enthu- 
fiailic or diftempered fancy. As exprefsly as 
we are told and pray for the infpiration of 
God's fpirit, there are no boundaries fixed, 
nor can an \r be ever marked, to diftineuifli 
them from the eiforts and determinations of 
our-own reafon:: and as firmly as moil Chrif- 
tians believe the effects of them upon their 
hearts, I may venture to affirm, that fince th©' 
promifes were made, there never was a Chrii-; 
tian ofa cool head and found judgment, that, 
in any inftance of a change of life, would, 
prefume to fay, wliich part of his reformation 
was owing to divine help, — or which to the 
operations of his own mind; or who, upon 
looking back, would pretend to ftrike the 
line, and fay, ^ here it was that my own re- 

* fie^tions ended;— and at this point the 

* fuggeftions of the Spirit of God began to 

* take plaqe/ . , - 

However 
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However backwards the world has been ift 
former ages in the difcovery of fuch points as 
God never meant us to know, — ^we have<i6en 
more fuccefsful in our own days :-^thoufandk 
can trace, out now the icnpretrions of ! this 
divine intercourfe in themfelves, from, tbd 
firft Indment they received it, and with .fuch 
diftind: intelligence of its progifefs; : and 
workings^ as to require no evidence Of it» 
truth. : . ' ' . :. • ■ 

- It muft bo owned, that the prefent a|i(i» 
has not altogether the honour of this d«ft 
covcry.; — -there were too many* grounds .ghrett 
to improve. on in the religious cantof the laft 
century;- — when the in-^^mings^ in-dweUing$i 
znd out^lettings of the Spirit, were the fiilM 
jie6ls of fo much edification; and, ^^llen, lis 
they do now, the molt illiterate, mechaiiici^,^ 
who, as a witty divine faid of them, were 
much fitter to make a pulpit, than get into one, 
were yet able fo to frame their nonfenfe to 
the nonfenfe of the times, as to beget an 
opinion in their followers, not only that they 
ptay'd and preached by infpiration, but that 
the moft common aAions of their lives were' 
fet about iri the Spirit of the Lord. 

The tenets of the quakers (a harmlefs quiet 
people) are collateral defcendcnts from the 
fame enthufiaftic original; and their accounts 
and way of reafoning upon their inward light: 
and fpiritual wdrftiip, are much the fame; 
which lafi; they > carry thus much further, as' 
to believe the Holy Ghoft comes down upon 
their aflemblies, and moves them, . wjithout 
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reffard to condition or fex, to make inter- 
cellions with unutterable groans. 

So that, in fadl, the opinions of methodifts, 
upon which I was firft entering, is but a re^ 
publication with fome alterationis of the fame 
extravagant conceits; and as enthufiafm ge- 
nerally Tpeak^ the fame language in all agesj 
'tis but too ikdly verified in. this; for though 
we have not yet got to the old terms of jthe 
in-comings and in-dwellings of the Spirit,— ^ 
yet we have ai*dved at the firil feelings of its 
entrance, recorded with as particular an ex- 
adlnefs as an a<ft of filiation,' — fo that num- 
bers will tell you the identical place,-r — ;thq 
xjay of the month, and the. hour of the night, 
when the Spirit came in upon them, and took, 
poffeffion of tlieir hearts. 

, Now there is thi^ inconvenience on our 
iide. That tliere is no arguing with a frenzy 
of this kind : for unlefs a reprefentation of 
the cafe be a confutation of its folly to tliem^ 
they muft for ever be led captive by a deht- 
fion, from . which no reafoner can redeem 
them : foi" if you fliould inquire, upon wha^. 
evidence la ftrange a perfuafion is grounded ? 
— they will tell, you, * They feel it is fo.'--^ 
If you reply. That this is no convi<9:ioa to 
you, who do not fcel it like, them, and there-, 
tore would wilh to be fatisfied by what .tqr, 
kens they are able to diftinguifh fuch emo- 
tions from thofe of fancy and complexion? 
they will anfwer. That the manner of it is 
inconununicable by human language, but 
'tis a matter of fa6t, — they feel its operations 

as 
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as plain and diftind:, as the natural fenfations 
of plf*afurc, or the pains of a diforder'd body. 
— -And fmce I have mentioned a diforder'd 
body, 1 cannot help fuggefting that amongft 
the more ferious and deluded of this fc<ft, 'tis 
much to be doubted whether a diforder'd body 
has not oft-times as great a (hare in letting 
in thefe conceits as a diforder'd mind. 

When a poor difconfolated drooping crea- 
ture is terrified from all enjoyment, — prays 
without ceafing till his imagination is heated, 
' — fafts and mortifies and mopes, till his body 
is in as bad a plight as his mind ; is it a won- 
der, that the mechanical diflurbances and 
conflicts of an empty belly, interpreted by an 
empty head, fliould be miftook for workings 
of a different kind from what they are ; — or 
that in fuch a fituation, where the mind fits 
upon the watch for extraordinary occunences, 
arid the imagination is pre-engaged on its fide, 
is it ftrange if every commotion fliould help 
to fix hira in this malady, and make him a 
fitter fubjeft for the treatment of a Phyfician 
than a Divine ? 

In many cafes, thev fcem fo much ah&ve 
the fkill of either, that unlefs God in his 
ttiercy rebuke this lying fpirit, and call it 
back, — it may go on and pcrfuade millions 
into their deftrudtion. 
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ABVAKtAGES^ OF dURlSTIANrTY TO TH:B 

• * • ■ 

WORLD. 

i ' ' ' ' 

ROMANS, I. 22* 

• I • 

I -J 

Profieffing themfelves to be wife, they became fook. 

There is ijp one projed; to which the 
whole race of niaiikiud is fo univerfally a 
bubble, as to that of being thought wife : and 
the atfec^latiou of it isfo viiible in men of all 
complexions, that yojii every day fee fome 
one or other fo very folicitous toellablifli the 
charadler, as not to allow himfelf leifure to 
do. the things w hich fairly win it ; — expending 
more art and Itratagem to appear fo in th^ 
eyes of the world, than what would fuffice to 
make hiin fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, that 
ypu fee in general there is no injury touches 
a man fo fenfibly, as an infult upon his parts 
and capacity: tell a man of other defeats, 
that he wants learning, induftry or applica^ 
cation,~-he will hear your reproof with pa- 
tience*-— Nay you may go further: take him 
in a proper feafon, you may tax his moral^ 
—you may tell him he is irregular in his con- 
dudi, — paffionate or revengeful in his nar 
ture--»-loofe in his principles;-^ d^lj^vjer i% 
with the gentlenefe of afriend,-*— poffiyy he'li 
ajotoaly bear with .you, — but, if higenuau^* he 
: ypL. III. z will 
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will thank you for your le6lure, and promife 
a reformation ;— but hint— -hint but at a de- 
fe6i in his intellectuals, — touch but that fore 
place, — from that moment you are look'd 
upon as an enemy fent to torment him before 
his time, and in return may reckon upon his 
refentment and ill-will for ever ; fo that in ge- 
neral you will find it fafer to tell ft man, he is a 
knave than a fool, — and (land a better chance 
of being forgiven, for proving he has been 
wanting in a point of common honefty, than 
^ point of common fenfe. 

Strange fouls that we are ! as if to live well 
was not the greateft argument of Wifdom ;~ 
and, as if what reflected upon our morals, did 
not moft of all refledl upon our underiiand-^ 

" uTiis, however, is a reflection we make a 
fhift to overlook in the heat of this purfuit ; 
hud though we all covet this gieat character of 
Wifdom, there js fcarce any point wherein wa 
betray more folly than in our judgments con- 
cerning it ; rarely bringing this precious ore 
either to the teft or the balance ; and though 
His of the laft confequence not to be deceived 
in it, — we generally take it upon truft,— ^fel- 
dorp fufpecft the quahty, but never the quan- 
tity of what has fallen to our lot. So that 
hb\tever inconfiftent a man fliall be in his 
opinions of this, and what abfurd meafures 
Ibever ,hp takes in confequence of it, in the 
cor]^dti)(9: pf his life,-^he ftill fpeaks coiirfort to 
tiiti foil! ! -^d like Solomon, when he had 
Jdaft'preteiice for it,-^ri the midft of bis non- 
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fenfe will cry out and fay, — " That all my 
•^ wifdom reraaineth with me/' 

Where then is wifdom to be found ? and 
and where is the place of underftanding ? 

The politicians of this world, " profeffing 
^^ themfelves wife,'' — admit of no other claims 
of wifdom but the knowledge of men and 
bufinefs, the underftanding the interefts of 
ftates, — the intrigues of courts — the finding 
out th« paffions and weaknelTes of foreign 
minifters — and turning them and all events 
to their country's glory and advantage. — 

— Not fo the little man of this world, who 
thinks the main point of wifdom is to take 
care of himfelf ; — to be wife in his generation ; 
—to make ufe of the opportunity whilft he 
has it, of raifmo; a fortune, and heraldizinff a 
name, — Far wide is the fpeculative and ftii- 
dious man (whofe office is in the clouds) 
from fuch little ideas : — Wifdom dwells with 
him in finding out the fecrets of nature;- 
founding the depths of arts and fciences ;- 
meafuring the heavens; telling the number 
of the ftars, and calling them all by their 
names: fo that when in our bufy imagina^ 
tions we have built and unbuilt again " God's 
^* ftories in the heavens," — and fancy we hav6 
found out the point whereon to fix the foun- 
dations of the earth; and in the language of the 
^ook of Job, " have fearched out the corner- 
" ftone thereof/' we think our titles to wif- 
dom built upon the fame bafis with thofe of 
our knowledge, and that they will continue 
for ever, 

2 3 The 
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The miftake of thefe pretenders is fliewn 
at large by the Apoftle, in the chapter from* 
which the text is taken, — " Profeffing them- 
" felves Wife^'' — in which expreffion (by the 
way) St. Paul is thought to allude to the va- 
nity of the Greeks and Romans, who being 
great encouragers of arts and learning, which 
tijey had carried to extraordinary heights, 
eonfidered all other nations as Barbarians^ in 
5efpe6l of themfelves ; and amongft whom, 
particularly the Greeks, the men of ftudy and 
inquiry had aflumed to themfelves, with great 
indecorum, the title of the Wife-men. 

With what parade and oftentation foever 
this was made out, it had the fate to be at* 
tended with one of the moft mortifying 
Itbatements which could happen to Wifdom; 
and that was an ignoraqce of thofe points 
which moft concerned man to know. 

This he fliews from the general ftate of the 
Gfentile world, in the great article of their 
mifconceptions of the Deity — and, as wrong 
notions produce wrong actions, — of the du» 
ties and fervices they owed to him, and in 
courfe of what they owed to one another. 

For though, as he argues in the foregoing 
verfes, — " Ihe invifible things of him from 
" the creation of the world might be clearly 
** feen apd underftood, by the things that 
*^ are made;'' — that is, — ^Though God, by the 
cleareft difcovery of himfelf, had ever laid 
before niankind fuch evident proofs of hi? 
eternal Being, — his infinite powers and per^ 
fe(3;ions, fo that what is to be knoi^^ pf h^ 

• invifibie 
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invifibk hature, might all along be tfaced by , 
the itiai-ks of his goodnefsj^^^and the viftble 
irame and order of the world : — ^yet fo utterly 
were they without excufe,--*-that though they 
knew God I, and few his image and fuper*" 
feription in every part of his works^-^" yet 
" they glorified him not/' — So bad a ufe did 
they make of the powers given theni fdr this 
«*at difcovery, that inftead of adoring the 
JBeing thus manifcfted to them, in purity and 
truths they fell into themoftgrofs and abfuni 
delufions^ — " changed the glory of the. incor- 
** fuptible God, into an image made like an- 

•* to corruptible men- to birds, ■ to four-* 

** fdoted beafts and creeping things ; ^pto- 

feffing themfelves to be wife, thefy becamfe 
fools. ' — x4l11 their fpecious wifdom was bilt 
a more glittering kind of ignorance, and 
ended in the moll difhonourable of all toi^ 
takes,~-^in letting up fictitious gods, to re(^eive 
the tribute of their adoration and thanks. 

The fountain of religion being thiis pol- 
foned, no wonder the ftream flieWed its eflfeOi, 
which are charged upon them in the folio ur^ 
ing words, where he dcfcribes the heatheh 
world " as full of all unrighteoufnefs,'*-^farni- 
cation, — covetoufnefs, -^maUcioufnefs, — fiill 
of murder, —envy, -^debate, — malignity, •^*- 
whifperers, — back-biters, — haters of God,— 
proud, — boaftei's, — ^inventors of evil things, — 
' difobedient to parents,— ^without underftand- 
ing^ without natural affe6iiofi, — iiftplafcable, 
•^-unmerciful ! — God in heiaven delfend Us 
ftoi^ fach. a catalogue { 
-^ z5 But 
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But thefe diforders, if fairly confideted, 
you'll fay, have in no ages arifen fo much 
from want of light, as a want of difpofition 
to follow the light which God has ever im- 
parted : that the law written in their hearts 
was clear and exprefe enough for any reafon* 
able creatures, and would have directed them*, 
had they not fufFered their paffions* more 
forcibly to direct them otherwife : that if we 
are to judge from this effect, namely, the 
corruption of the world, tlie fame prejudice 
will recur even againft the Chriftian religion ; 
fince mankind have at leaft been as wicked 
in later days, as in the more remote and fim-- 
pie ages of the world ; and that, if we may 
truft to fa6ls, there are no vices which the 
Apoftle fixes upon the heathen world, before 
the preaching of the Gofpel, which may not 
be paralleled by as black a catalogue of vices 
in the Chriftian world fince. 

This neceflarily brings us to an inquiry, 
Whether Chriftianity has done the world any 
fervice ? — • — and. How far the morals of it 
have been made better iince this fyftem has 
been embraced ? 

In litigating this, one might oppofe fadis 
to facSls to the end of the world, without conv- 
ing one jot nearer the point. Let us fee 
how far their mitiakes concerning the Peity, 
will throw light upon the fubjed;. 

That there, was one fupreme Being who 
m&de this; world, and who ought to be >vor^ 
Ihipp^by his cre^tiires^ is the foundation 
of all religion, and fo obvious a truth! innatuf^r 

e : ^ that 
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that Reafota, as the Apoftle ackuow- 

ledges, was always able to clifcover it : and 
yet it feems ftrange^ that the fame faculty 
which made the difcovery, fliould be fo little 
able to keep true to its own judgment^ and 
fupport it long againft the prejudices of wrong 
heads, and the propenfity of weak oties, tor- 
wards idolatry and a multiplicity of gods. . 

For want of fomething to have gone hand 
in h;and with reafon, and fixed the perfuafion 
for ever upon their minds, that there, was iu 
truth but one God the Maker and Supporter 
of Heaven and Earthy infinite in wifdom, and 
knowledge, and all perfediions ; — how foon 
was this finiple idea lofl, and mankind led to 
difpoibi of thefe attributes inherent in the^ 
Godhead, and divide and fubdivide thein 
again amongfl: deities, which their own dreaiiis 
had given lubfl:ance to ; — rhis eternal powqr 
and dominion parcelled out to gods of the land^ 
— to gods of the fea, to gods of the infernal 
TOgions : whilft the great God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, who ruleth over all the king- 
doms of the world, — who is fo great that 
nought is able to controul or withftand his 
power, was fuppofed to reft contented with 
his allotment, and to want power to a<9; with- 
in fuch parts of his empire, as they difixiera- 
bered and aflSgned to others. 

If the number of their gods, and. this pac-^ 
tition of their power, would leffen the idea of 
their majefty, What muft be the opinions of 
their origin ? When infl:ead of that glorious 
defcription^ w^hich Scripture gives of ** Xbp 

. ; z 4 " Ancient 
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^' Ancient of days who infaabiteth eternity,*^— 
they gravely aiiigned particular times and. 
places for the births and education of their 
gods ; fo that there was fcarce a hamlet 
or even a defert in Greecie or Italy, which* 
was not rendered memorable by fome &vour 
or accident of this kind. 

And what rendered fuch conceits the more 
grofs and abfurd, — they fuppofed: not i. only 
that the gods they ^vodliipped had a beein^ 
ning, but that they were produced by fleflily 
parents, and accordingly they attributed to 
them corporeal iliapes and ditlerence of ftx : 
and indeed in this they were a little c^^fl&enlv 
for their deities Teemed to partake fo much 
of the frailties to which fleili and blood isfmb^^ 
jed;, that their hiftory and their pedigree 
were much of a piece, and miglit reafonably 
claim each other. For they imputed ta 
them not only the human defe6ts of ignorancey 
want, fear, and the like, but the mofi: un^ 
manly fenfualities, and what would be a re- 
proach tobimian nature, fuch as cruelty, adul- 
teries, rapes, incell: and even in the accounts 
which we have from the fublimeft of their 
poets, — what are they, but anecdotes of their 
fquabbles amongll tlvemfelves-rrrtlieiF intri- 
gues, their jealoufies, their ungovernable 
tranfports of eboler, — nay, even their thefts-^^ 
their drunkenueis, and bloodlhed? 

Here let us ftop a \nioment and inquii^; 
what was Reafon doing all this tdme, to. be 
to mife^rably infulted^ and abufed ? Where 
held ihe her empire >j}iiillt her bul^ark^iW)eve 

thus 
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thus borne down, and her firft principles of 
religion and truth lay buried under them ? If 
ihe was able by herielf to regain the power 
flie had loft, and put a flop to this folly and 
confufion, — why did Ilie not; if flie was not 
, .able to refiil this torrent aIone<— the point is 
given up — fhe ^vanted aid; and revelatioa 
has given it. 

But though reafon, you'll fay, could not 
overthrow tliefe popular miltakes, — yet it 
faw the folly of them, and was at all times 
able to difprove them., 

No doubt it was; and it is ^rtain too, 
that the more diligent inquirers after truth 
did not in i'a£i fall into thefe abfurd notions^ 
which, by the way, is an obfeiTatipn more to 
our purpofe than theirs who ufually make 
i(t, and Ihews that though their reafonings 
were good, theie always wanted fomething 
which they could not fupply to give thera 
fiich weight, as would lay an obligation upon 
mankind to embrace them, and make that to 
be a law, which otlierwife was but an opinion 
without force. 

Beiides — which is a more direiSt anfwer, — ■ 
though 'tis true the ablell; men gave no 
credit to the multiplicity of gods, — (for they 
had a religion ti)r tlicmfelves, and another 
for the. populace) yet they were guilty of 
what in eiiect was equally bad, in holding an 
opinion whicrh neccilanly fupportcd thel'o 
very miftakes, — namely, that as diderent na- 
tions had ditteient gods* it was every man's 
duty (I fuppofc uuxe for quictncfs ■ than 

prin- 
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principles fake) to worfliip the gods of his? 
country; which, by the way, confidering 
their numbers, was not fo eafy a tafk,— -for 
what with celeftial gods, and gods aerialy. 
terreftrial, and infernal, with the goddefiesy 
their wives and miftreiTes^ upon the loweft, 
computation^ thel heathen world acknow- 
ledged no lefs than thirty thoufand deities^ 
all which claimed the rights and ceremonies 
of religious worftiipw 

But "'twill be faid, allowing the bulk of 
mankind were under fuch deiufions,-**the3n 
were Hill but fpeculative.H--What was that 
to their pra<9:ice ? however defective in their 
theology and more abftrafted points, tlieir 
morality was no tvay connedtcd iwith it.T*^ 
There is no need, that the everlafting ? law& 
of juftice and mercy fhoiild be fetched dowa 
firom above,— fince they can be proved from 
more obvious mediums;-*— they were as he*^ 
eeffary for the fame good purpofes of fociefcy 
then as now ; and we. may prefume they faw 
their '. intereft and purfued it. 

That the neceflities of fociety, and theim-* 
poffibilities of its fubfifting otherwile^ would 
point out the convenience, or if you will,-Tr-i 
the duty of focial virtues, is. unqueltionable : 
-r^but I firmly deny, that tlierefore religion 
and morality are independent: of each other : 
they appear, fo fiatrfrom it, thai : I cannot 
conceive how the one,* in the: true and me-* 
ritorious fenfe.of the duty^^^can a^ without 
thejiinfluence %of tlie* other: futeiythe moft 
fixaked motiv^ wittch>xan only tje 'depended 

'i):r\ upon 
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upon for tiie uniform practice of virtue,-— 
muft come do\^ii from above^ — from the love 
and imitation pf the goodnefs of that Being 
in whofe fight wc wifli to render ourfelvcs 
^ceptable : this >yill operate at all times and 
all places, — in the darkeft clofet, as much as 
on the greateft and moft public theatres of 
the world. 

. But with different conceptions of the ,i)eitjr, 
or fuch impqrQ ones as they entertained, is. it 
to be doubted whether in the many fecret 
trials x>f our virtue, wc lliould not determinB 
our cafes of cppfcience with much the fame 
kind of cafuifiry as that of the Libertine in 
Terence, who being. engaged in a. very un- 
juftifiable purfuit, and happening to fee a 

5i6lure which reprefen ted a known ftoryof 
upiter in a like trauf^idliop, — argued the 
matter t^us within himfelf. — ^If the gre^t 
Jupiter cpukl not reftrg^in his appetites, arid 
deny Jiipifelf an indulgence of tlus kind-f4 
ego Homuiiciq, , hoc non faceretn ? ftiail I a, 
-mortal, — aninconfiderable mortal too, clothed 
with infirmities of flefli and blood,— pretQnd 
to a virtue, which the Father pf g-pds ana 
men could not? .What infolence! * ' ... \ 

,, The conclufion was natural enough;' and 
as fo great a mailer of nature puts it into the 
mouth of one of his principal char^^lers, no 
doubt the language was . then underftood; 
it was copied from common life, and^jy.as 
not the fii-ft application which had .been 
made of the ftory^ . , . , 

It will fqarce ^^mit of a queftippj /tVlieJ^ 
vice. would not ri^iturallY . grow bold ujpon the 
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credit of fuch an example; or whether fiitjh 
impreflions did fiot influence the li vfes and 
morals of many in the heathen world; aftd 
had there been no other proof of it, but tht 
natural teftdency of fuch notions to corrupt 
them^ it had been fufficient reafbn to believe 
it was fo. 

No doubt, there is fufficient room for 
toieridment in the Chrifl:iah world, and we 
ihay be faid to be a very corrupt and bad 
generation of men, conlidering what motives 
we have from the purity of our reJigion, ancl 
the force of its fan6tions, to make us better! 
• — ^yet ftill I affirm, that if thefe reftraints 
were taken off", the world would be infinitely 
Worfe; and though fome fenfe of morality 
might be preferved, as it was in the heathen 
world, with the more confiderateof us, yet 
in general I am perfuaded, that the bulk of 
mankind, upon fuch a fuppofitidii, would 
fooji coitle to " live without Gdd in the 
•* worid,'* and in a Ihort tinie differ from 
Indians themftilves in little elfe but their 
complexions. if.^ 

If, after . all, the Chriftian religion has not 
left a fufficient provilion againft the wicked- 
nefe of the w6rld,-^the fliort and true anfwer 
is this, That there can be none* 

It is fufficient to leave us without excufe, 
'that the excellency df this inftitution in its 
.doctrine,. it^ precepts, and its examples, has 
a propef tendency to make us a virtuofts 
and a happy people; — ^vety pa^ is an ad- 
diidfstb (Jttr htedrts td win them to tfeefe pur- 
|X5fe^;-^*btit is rt%fe)tt WS(s not itttehded -to 
' ' work 
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work upon men by force and natural necet 
fity, but by moral perfuaiio^ ^ which fets good 
and evil before them, — fo that if men have 
power to do the evil and chufe the good,-— 
and will abufe it,--^this cannot be avoided. — • 
Religion even implies a freedom of choice, 
and all the beings in the world which have 
it, were created free to Hand and free to 
fall; — and therefore men who will not be 
perfuaded by this way of addrefs, muft ex- 
pert, and be contented to be reckoned with 
gccofdiug to the talents they have r^ceived^ 



SERMON XXVli. 

THE ABUSfiS OF CONSCIESTCB 
CONSIDERED^ 



HEBRE.WSy XIII. l8. 

r-*For we truit we have a good Confcience^--^ 

Trust!— -Truft we have a good Con^ 
fcience! — Surely you will fay, if there is 
any thing in this life which a man may de-^ 
pend upon, and to the knowledge of which 
he is capable of arriving upon the moft in- 
difputable evidence, it muft be this very 
thing, — Whether he has a good Confcience, 
or no. 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot well be 
a ftranger to the true ftate of this account : 
—He muft be privy to his own thoughts and 
defires — He muft remember his paft purfuits, 
and know certainly the true fprings and 
motives, which, in general, have governed 
the a6lions of his Ufe. 

In other matters we may be deceived by 
falfe appearances; and as the wife man com- 
plains, " Hardly do we guefs aright at the 
" things that are upon the earth, and with 
" labour do we find the things that are before 
" us:'" — but here the mind has all the evi^ 
dence and fa6ls within herfelf: — is confcious 
of the web flie has wove ;— knows its texture 

and 
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and fifienefs ; and the exa6l ftiare which 
every paffion has had in working upon the 
feveral defigns, which virtue or vice has 
planned before her. 

■ Now, — as Confcience is nothing elfe but 
the knowledge which the mind has within 
itfelf of this; and the judgment, either of 
approbation or cenfure, which it unavoid- 
ably makes upon the fucceffive actions of 
our lives, — ^"tis plain, you will fay, from the 
very terms of the propofition, whenever this 
inward teftimony goes againft a man, and he 
(lands felf-accufed, — that he muft necefiarily 
be a guilty man. And, on the contrary, when 
the rej3ort is favourable on his fide, and his 
heart condemns him not, — that it is not a 
matter of truji^ as the Apoftle intimates, but 
a matter of certainty and fad:, that the 
** Confcience is good,'' and that the man 
muft be good alfo. 

At firft fight, this may feem to be a true 
ftate of the cafe ; and I make no doubt but 
the knowledge of right and wrong is fo truly 
imprefs'd upon the mind of man ; that did 
no fuch thing ever happen, as that the Con- 
fcience of a man, by long habits of fm, might 
(as the Scripture allures us it may) infenfibly 
become hard; and like fome tender parts of 
his body, by much ftrefs, and continual hard 
ufage, lofe by degrees that nice fenfe and 
perception with which God and nature en- 
dowed it: — ^Did this never happen '.-—or was 
it certain that felf-love could never hang the 
leafl bias upon the judgment:— or that the 
■ V ) ::: little 
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little interefts below conld rife up and per-f 
plex the faculties of our upper regions, and 
encompafs them about with clouds and thick 
darknefs:— could no fuch thing as faVQuratid 
affection enter tlvis facred court: — did Wit 
difdain to take a bribe in it^ or was afhamed 
to (hew its face as an advocate for an un- 
warrantable enjoyment : — or, laftly, w^ere we 
affured that Interell ftood always uncon- 
cerned whilft the caufe was hearing, — and 
that Paflion never got into the judgment-feat, 
and pronounced fentence in the fiead of 
Reafon, which is fuppofed always to prefide 
and determine upon the cafe:-— was this 
truly fo, as the objection muft fuppofe, no 
doubt, then, the rehgious and moral ftate of 
a man would be exa6lly what he hinnifelf 
elleemed it; and the guilt or innocence of 
every man's life could be known, in general, 
by no better meafure, than the degree$ of 
his own approbation or cenfure. 

I own, in one cafe, whenever a man's Con- 
fcience does accufe him (as it feldom erre on 
that fide) that he is guilty; — and, unlefs in 
melancholy and. hypochondriac cafes, we may 
fefely pronounce that there is always fuffi- 
cient grounds for the accufation. 

But, the converfe of the propofition will 
not hold true, — ruamely. That wherever there 
is guilt, the Confcience muft accufe; and, if 
it does not, that a man is therefore innocent. 
-—This is not lad: :^-fo that the common coBr* 
folation which feme good Chriftian or othec 
is hourly adminiftering, t^ hiuifelf, — ^Thafc bei 
. \ thanks 
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thanks God his mind does not mifgive him; 
and that confequently, he has a good Con- 
fcience, becaule he has a quiet one. — As cur-* 
rent as the inference is, and as infallible as 
the rule appears at firft fight, yet, when you 
look nearer to it, and try the truth of this rulie 
upon plain fadls, you find it liable to fo much 
error, from a falfe application of it: — the 
principle dn which it goes fo often perverted: 
— the whole force of it lofl:, and fometimes fo 
vilely cafl; away, that it is painful to produce 
the common examples from human life, which 
confirm this account. 

A man fliall be vicious and utterly de- 
bauched in his principles; exceptionable in 
his condu6l to the world: flidll live fhame- 
lefe, — in the open commilfion of a fin which 
no reafon or pretence can julUfy; — a fin, by 
which, contrary to all the workings of h\x^ 
manity within, he fliall ruin for ever the de-^ 
luded partner of his guilt; — rob her of her 
beft dowry; — and not only cover her own 
head with diflionour, but involve a whole 
virtuous family in Ihame and forrow for 
her fake. — Surely, — you'll think, Confcience 
mufl: lead fuch a man a troublcfome life:— 
he can have no refl: night or day from its 
reproaches. , 

Alas! Confcience had fomethins elfe to 
do all this time than break in upon him: 
as Elijah reproached the god Baal, this 
domejiic god was either *' talking, or purfuing, 
*' or was in a journey, or, peradventure, he 
♦' flept, and could not be awoke.'' Perhaps 

VOL, III. A A he 
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he was gone out in company ^vitb Hononr, 
to fight a duel;-^to pay otF foine debt at 
play; — or dirty annuity, the bargain of his 
Juft, — Perhaps, Confcicnce all this time was 
Engaged at home, talking aloud againft petty 
larceny, and executing vengeance upon fome 
fuph puny crimes as his fortune and rank in 
life fecured him againft all temptation of 
committing : — fo that he lives as 'merrily, — ► 
fleeps as Ibundly in his bed;— and, at the 
lalt, meets death with as much unconcera, 
—perhaps, much more fo, than a much bet- 
ter man. 

Another is fordid, unmerciful ;~a ftrait- 
hearted, felfilb wretch, incapable either of 
private friendflnj^s, or public fpirit, — Take 
notice how he paiTes by the widow and 
orphan in their diftrefs; and fees all the 
miferies incident to human life without a 
Jigh or a prayer. — Shall not Confcience rife 
up and fting him on fuch occafions? No, 
— Thank God, there is no occafion, * I pay 

* every man his own,-— I have no fornication 

* to anfwer to my Confcience, no faithlefs 

* vows or promifes to make up, I have de- 
^ bauch'd no man's wife or child.-— Thank 
^ God, I am not as other men, adulterers, 

* unjuft, or even as this libertine who ftands 
^ before me.* 

A third is crafty and defigning in his na* 
ture. — View his whole life,— 'tis nothing elfe 
but a cunning contexture of dark arts and 
unequitable fubterfuges, bafely to defeat the 
true intent of all laws, plain-dealing, and 

the 
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V . ... 

the fgife enjoyment of ovir feveral properties. 
— You will fee fuch a one Avorking out a 
frame of little defigns upon the ignorance 
and perplexities of the poor and needy man : 
— Ihall raife a fortune upon the inexperience 
of a youth,— or the unfufpedling temper of 
his friend, who would have trufted him with 
his life. When old age comes on, and re-r 
pentance calls him to look back upon this 
black account, and Hate it over again with 
his Confcience — Confcience looks into the 
Statutes at Large, — finds perhaps no exprefs 
law broken by what he has done;— perceives 
no penalty or forfeiture incurred; — fees no 
fcourge waving over his head, — or prifon 
opening its gate upon him — What is there to 
affright his Confcience? — Confcience has got 
fafely entrenched behind the letter of the 
law, fits there invulnerable, fortified with 
cafes and reports fo fl:rongly on all fides, 
— that 'tis not preaching can difpoffefs it 
of its hold. 

Another (liall want even this refuge,— 
(hall break through all this ceremony ojF 
flow chicane ; fcorns the doubtful workings 
of fecret plots and cautious trains to bring 
about his purpofe. — See the barefaced vil- 
lain how he cheats, lies, perjures, robs, murr 
ders, — horrid ! But indeed much better wa3 
not to be expelled in this cafe, — the poor 
man was in the dark! — His priefi; had got 
the keeping of his Confcience, and all he haq 
let him know of it was. That he mufl; believe 
in the Pope; — go to mafs; — crofs himfelf;— 

AA 2 tell 
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tell his beads.— be a good Catholic; and 
that this in all confcience was enough to 
carry him to heaven. What? — if he per- 
jures? — Why, — he had a mental refervation 
in it. But if he is fo wicked and abandoned 
a wretch as you reprefent him, — if he robs 
or murders, will not Confcience, on every 
fuch a6l, receive a wound itfelf ? — Ay — But 
the man has carried it to confeffion, the 
wound digefts there, and will do well enough^ 
— and in a Ihort time be quite healed up by 
abfolution. 

O Popery! what haft thou to anfwer for? 
— when not content with the too many na- 
tural and fatal ways through which the heart 
is every day thus treacherous to itfelf above 
all things, — -thou haft wilfully fet open this 
wide gate of deceit before the face pf this 
unwary Traveller, — too apt, God knows, to 
go aftray of himfelf, — and confidently fpeak 
peace to his foul, when there iji no peg^ce. 

Of this the common inftances, which I 
have drawn out of life, arc too notorious to 
require much evidence. If any man doubts 
the reality of them, or thinks it impofliblo 
for man to be fuch a bubble to himfelf,— 
I muft refer him a moment to his refledtions, 
and fliall then venture to truft the appeal 
with his own heart. Let him confider.in 
how different a degree of deteftation nura-; 
hers of wicked actions fland there ^ thought 
equally bad and vicious in their own natures 
— he' will foon find that fuch of them as 
flrong intlination or cuftom have prompted 

'^ ^^ ^ - him 
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Ibim to commit, are generally drefs'd out and 
painted with all the falfe beauties which a 
fbft and flattering hand can give them ; and 
that the others to which he teels no propen- 
fity, appear, at once, naked and deformed, 
rurrounded with all the true circumftancies of 
folly and diflionour. 

When David furprifed Saul fleeping in the 
cavCj and cut off the ikirt of his robe, — we 
fead, his heart fmote him for what he had 
done. — But, in the matter of Uriah, where 
a faithful and gallant fervant, whom he 
ought to. have loved and honoured, fell to 
make way for his lull; where Confcience had 
lb much greater reafon to take the alarm,— 
his heart friiote hiiii not. — A whole year had 
alinoft paffed from the firft commiflion of that 
trime, — to the time Nathan was fent to 
reprove him : and we read not once of the 
leaft forrow or compun6lion of heart which 
he leftlfied during all that time, for \V^hat he 
had done. 

Thus Confcience^ this once able monitor, — • 
placed on high as a judge within us, — and 
intended, by our Maker, as a juft and equit- 
able one too, — by aii unhappy train of caufes 
and impediments^— takes often fuch imper- 
feft cognizance of what pafles, — does its 
of^ce fo negligently, — fometimes fo corruptly, 
that it is not to be tiufted alone : and there- 
fore we find, there is a neceffity, an abfolute 
neceflity, of joining another principle with 
itji to aid, if not govern, its determinations^ 

aa3 So 
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So that if you would form a juft judgment 
of what is of infinite importance to you not 
to be mifled in, namely, in what degree of 
real merit you (land, either as an honeft man, 
- — an ufeful citizen, — a faithful fubje6t to 
your king, — or a good feiTant to your God — 
call in Religion and Morality. — Look— What 
is written in the law of God ? — How readeft 
thou? — Confult calm reafon, and the un- 
changeable obligations of jullice and truth, 
—What fay they ? 

Let Conlcience determine the matter upon 
thefe reports, — and then, if " thy heart con- 
' dejun thee not,'*^ — which is the cafe the 
ApoflJe fuppofes, — the rule will be infallible 
— " Thou wilt have confidence towards God f 
^ — that is^ have juft grounds to believe the 
judgment thou haft paft upon thyfelf, is the 
judgment of God ; and nothing elfe but an 
anticipation of that righteous fentence, which 
will be pronounced, hereafter, upon thee by 
that Being, before whom thou art finally to 
give an account of thy a<9;ions, 

" Blefled is the man/^ indeed then, as the 
^^uthor of the book of Ecclefiafticus ex- 
preiTes it, ^ who is not pricked with the 
*^ multitude of his fins. — Blefled is the m^an 
** whofe l>eart hath not condemned him, 
'** and who is not fallen from his hope in the 
" liOrd. Whether he be rich,"' continues he, 

or whether he be poor,^ — if lie have a good 

heart'^ (a heart thus giiided and informed) 
'^^ — He ftiaH at all times rejoice in a cheetftjii 

" coun- 
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*' countenance — His mind fliall tell him more 
^' than feven watchmen that fit above upon 
*' a tower on high/' — In the darkeft doubt? 
itfhall condudt hhn fafer than a thoufand 
CafuiftS) and give the ilate he lives in a bet- 
ter fecui'ity for his behaviour, than all the 
daufes and reftricftions put together^ which 
tlie wifdom of the legiflature is forced to 
multiply, —forced, I fay, as things ftand { 
human laws being not a matter of original 
choice, but of pure neceifityj brought in. to 
fence againft the mifchevious effects of thof^ 
Confciences which arc no law unto them- 
felves : wifely intending by the many provi^ 
fions made, That in all fuch corrupt or mifr 
guided cafes, where principle and the checks 

of Confcience will not make us upright, ^ 

to fupply their force, and by the terrors of 
jails and halters oblige us to it. 

To have the fear of God before our eyes ; 
and, in our mutual dealings with each other^ 
to govern our actions by the eternal meafures 
of right and wrong: — the firit of thefe will 
(comprehend the duties of religion : the le- 
cond thofe of morality : which are fo iiifepa- 
rably connected together, that you cannot 
divide thefe two Tables^ even m imagina- 
tion (though the attempt is often niade in 
praftice), without breaking and mutually 
deftroying them both* ; . 

I faid the attempt is often made ; — and fa 
it \% ; — there being nothing more common 
than to fee a man, who ha^ no fenfe ^t all oi 
religion^ — and indeed ha^fo Mwhj^. bonflftjtt 
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as to pretend to none ; who would yet takd 
it as the bittereft affront, (liould you but hint 
at a fufpicion of his moral charai^ter, — or 
imagine he was not confcientioufly juft and 
fcrupulous to the uttermoft mite. 

^Vhen there is fome appearance that it is fo, 
* — though one is not wiUing even to fufpe6i 
the appearance of fo great a virtue, as moral 
honefty ;— yet were we to look intolhe grounds 
of it in the prefcnt cafe, I am perfuaded we 
iliould find little reafon to envy fuch a man 
the honour of his motive- 
Let him declaim as pompoufly as he can 
on the fubjedl, it will be found at laft to reft 
upon no better foundation than either his 
intereft, his pride, his eafe, or fome fuch lit- 
tle and changeable paflion as will give us 
but fmall dependence upon his a6iions in 
matters of great ftrefs. 

Give me leave to illuftrate this by an ex- 
ample. 

1 know the banker I deal with, or the 
phyfician I ufually call in, to be neither of 
them men of much religion : I hear them 
make a jeft of it every oay, and treat all its 
fanrtions with fo much fcorn and contempt, 
as to put the matter pall doubt Well, not- 
withftanding this I put my fortune into the 
hands of the one, — and, what is dearer ftill 
to me, I truft my life to the honeft Ikill of 
the other. — Now, let me examine what is ray 
reafon for this great confidence.-— Why,— in 
the firft place, I believe tliat there is do pro- 
bability that either of them will employ the 

power. 
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power, I put into their hands, to my difad- 
vantage. I confider that honelly ferves th6 
purpoies of this life, — I know their fucceii 
in the world depends upon the fairnefs of 
their character ; — that they cannot hurt me 
without hurting themfelves more. 

But put it otherwife, namely, that intqreft 
lay for once on the other fide^ — ^I'hat a cafe 
ihould happen wherein the one without flaia 
to his reputation, could fecrete my fortune, 
and leave me naked in the World : — or that 
the other could fend me out of it> and enjoy 
an eftate by my death, without diflionour to 
himfelf or his art — In this cafe what hold 
have I of either of them ?-^Religion, the 
ftrongeft of all motives, is out of the queilion, 
— Intereft, the next molt powerful motive ii^ 
this w orld, is ftrongly againft me* — I have 
nothing left to caft into the fcale tp balance 

this temptation. 1 mull lie at the mercy 

of honour, or fome fuch capricious prin* 

cjple. Strait fecurity ! fqr two qf niy bell 

and moll valuable. blelfing3,r:T»— rmy property 
and.my life! . ; . . ; ; . . 

As therefore we can have :no •<lfc.pendenGe 
upon moraJity; without religion; — ^ on the 
other hand, .there is nothing better to be ex- 
pelled from reKgiou without morality ; nor 
can. any man be fuppofed to difpharge hisi 
duties to God, (whatever fair appearances he 
may hang out^ that he does fo,) if he does not 
j)ay as confcientious a regard to the duties 
which he Qwe&his feliow-crottturej. ^ .j 

This 
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- This in a point capable in itfelf of llrici 
deflionHration. — Neverthelefs, 'tis no rarity 
to fee a man whofe real moral merit ft and s 
^ery low, who yet entertains the highefl: no* 
tioti of himfelf, in the light of a devout and 
religious man. He ihall not only be covet- 
dos, revengeful, implacable, — but even wan- 
ting in points of common honefty- — Yet be- 
taufe he talks loud againft the infidelity of 

. the agej — is zealous for fome points of reh- 
giott,— goes twice a day to church, attends 
the facratnents, and aniufes himfelf with a 
few inftrumental duties of religion, — fhall 
tke&t hw donfcience into a judgment that for 

' t^is he is a religious man, and has difdiarged 
ifkithfutty his duty to God : and you will find 
that fucli a man, through force of this delu- 
fion, genetally looks down with fpiritual pride 
Upon ev6ry other man who has lefe affedita-* 
tion of piety, though, perhaps, ten times more 
moral honefty than himfelf 

" This is like wife a fore evil under the luu i^ 
tiAj^ I tjielieve there is no one miftaken prin-^ 
ciple which, for its time, has wrought more 
feiious nsHchiefs. For a general proof of 
this, >e^a!Dline the hiilory of the Romifh churchf 
—-See what fcenefr of cruelty, mur4er^ ra- 
{lineii, bloodfhed, have all been fand;ified by 
k fcligion not ftri(^y governed by morality^ 

In how many kingdoms of the world, has 
the crufading fword of this mifguided Saint^ 
iErrant fpared neither age^ or mjerit^ or fex^ 
or condition I— And^ as be fonghtunder the 

banners 
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banners of a religion, which fet him loofe 
from juftice and humanity, — he (hewed none, 
— mercilefsly trampled upon both, beard 
neither the cries of the unfortunate, nor pitied 
their diftrefles. 

If the teftimony of paft centuries in this 
matter is not fufficient, — confider at this in* 
llant, how the votaries of that religion are 
every day thinking to do fervice and honouf 
to God, by actions which are difhonour and 
fcandal to theitifelves. 

To be convinced of this, go with me for 
a moment into the prifons of the inquilition'. 
Behold Ke/igio/iwithmercy and juftice chained 
down under her feet,^ — there fitting ghaftly 
upon a black tribunal, propped up with racks 
and inftraments of torment,^ — Hark ! — ^What 
a piteous groan ! — See the melancholy ^vretch 
who utter'd it, juft brought forth to undergo 
the anguifh of a mock-trial, and endure the 
utmoft pains that a ftudifed fyftem oi religiauh 
crueltij lias been able to invent: Behold this 
helplefs ndrira delivered up- to hvs tormentors'. 
His body fo wafted with fotrow and Ion;' 
confinement, you'll fee every nerve and mul 
cte as it fuffers. — ObTcrvt) theiaft movenient 
of that horrid engine, — What convirHTons it 
has thrown him nito. Confide the nature 
the pofture in which he now lies ftretch'd.— - 
What exquifite torture he endures by it. — Tis 

all nature can bear. Good God ! fee how 

it keeps his weary foul hanging upon his 
trembling lips, willing to take its leaver— but 
Hot fuflered to depart. BelioH the unhappy 

\yretch 
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wretch led back to his cell, — dragged out of' 
it again to meet the flames, — and the infult* 
in his laft agonies, which this principle — this 
principle that there can be rehgion without 
morality, has prepared for him. 

The fureft way to try the merit of any dif- 
puted notion, — is to trace down the confe- 
quences fuch a notion has produced, and 
compare them with the j[pinV of Chriftianit3\ 
'. — ^"Tis the fhort and decifive rule, which our 
Saviour has left for thefe and fuch like cafes, 
— SLnd is worth a thoufand arguments.—" By 
" their fruits," fays he, " ye fliall know them.'' 
■ . Thus religion and moraUty, like fall friends 
;^nd natural alhes, can never be fet at vari- 
ance, without the mutual ruin and diflionour 
of .them both ;— :and whoever goes about this 
unfriendly office, is no well-wiflier to either^ 
•—and whatever he pretends, he deceives his 
jpwn heart, and, I fear, his morality, as well 
as his religion, will be vain. 

I will add no farther to the length of this 
difcQurfe, than, by two or tliree fhort and 
independent rules, deducible from what has 
been fuid. 

;., 11]:, Whenqyer a man talks loudly againl| 
ijeljigion, always fufpeA that it is not h|s rea^ 
fon, but his paffions which have got the 
better of his creed. — A bad life and a good 
belief axe difagreeable and troublefome neigh- 
bours, and where they feparate, depend upon 
it, 'tis for no other caufe but quietnefs fake. 

Sdlyj'When a man thus reprefented, tells 
you^ in aiiy particular inftance, that fuch a 
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thing goes agahji his confcicnce, — always 
behevc he means exactly tlie fame thing as 
when he tells you fuch a thing goes againft 
his ftomach, — a prefent want of appetite 
being generally the true caufe of both. 

In a word, — trull that man in nothing, — 
who has not a confcience in every thing. 

And in your own cafe remember this plain 
diftin6lion, a miftake which has ruin'd thou- 
fands — ^That your confcience is not a law; — 
no, — God and reafon made the law, and has 
placed Confcience within you to determine, 
— not like an Afiatic Cadi^ according to the 
ebbs and flows of his own palfions; but like 
a Britijh judge in this land of liberty, who 
makes no new law, — but faithfully declares 
that glorious law which Ixe finds already 
writtpn. 
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TEMPORAL ADVANTAGES OF RELIGION, 

PHOVERBS, III. 17. 

' Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are peace. 

1 HERE are two opinions which the incon- 
fiderate are apt to take upon truft. — ^The firft 
is — a vicious life, is a life of liberty, pleafure, 
and happy advantages. — ^The fecond is — and 
which is the converfe of the firft — tliat a re- 
ligious life is a fervile and moft uncomfortable 
jdate. 

The firft breach which the devil made upon 
human innocence, was by the help of the firft 
of thefe fuggeftions, when he told Eve, that 
by eating of the tree of knowledge, Ihe fliould 
be as God, that is, flie ftiould reap fome high 
and ftrange felicity from doing what was for- 
bidden her. — But I need not repeat the fuc- 
cefs — Eve learnt the difference between good 
and evil by her tranfgreffion, which flie knew 
not before — but then (he fatally learnt at the 
ikme time, that the difference was only this 
* — that good is that which can only give the 
mind pleafure and comfort — and that evil is 
that, which muft neceflarily be attended 
fooner or later with fhame and forrow. 

jAs the deceiver of mankind thus began his 
triumph over our race — fo has he carried it 

on 
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on ever fince by the very fame argument of 
^elulion. — That is, by pofleffing men's minds 
early with great expedtations of the prefent 
incomes of fm, — making them dream of 
wondrous gratifications they are to feel in 
following their appetites in a forbidden way 
— ^making them fancy, that their own grape* 
yield not fo delicious a tafte as their neighs- 
bour's, and that they ftiall quench their 
third with more pleafure at his fountain, 
than at their own. This is the opinion 
which at firft too generally prevails— till 
experience and proper feafons of reflexion 
make us all at one time or other confefs— * 
that our counfellor has been (as from the 
beginning) an impoftor — and that inftead of 
fulfilling thefe hopes of gain and fweetnefs 
in what is forbidden — that, on the con* 
trary, every unlawful enjoyment leads only 
to bitternefs and lofs. 

The fecond opinion, or. That a religious 
life is a fervile and uncomfortable ftate^ 
has proved a no lefs fatal and capital falfe 
principle in the conduct of unex}X5rience 
through life— the foundation of which mif- 
take arifing chiefly from this previous wrong 
judgment — that true happinefs and freedom 
lye in a man's always following his own 
humour — that to live by moderate and pne- 
fcribed rules, is to live without joy — that not 
to profecute our paffions is to be cowards — 
and to forego every thing for the tedious 
diftance of a future life. 

Was it true, that a virtuous man could 
have no pleafure but what fliould arife from 
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that remote profped: — I own we are by na-» 
ture fo goaded on by the defire of prefent 
happineis, that was that the cafe, thoufand^ 
would faint under the difcouragement of fo 
remote an expectation. — But in the mean 
time the Scriptures give us a very different 
profped; of this matter. — There we are told 
that the fervice of God is true liberty — that 
the yoke of Chriftianity is eaf}^, in compa- 
rifon of that yoke which mull be brought 
upon us by any other fyftem of living, — and 
the text tells of wifdom — by which he means 
Religion, that it has pleafantnefs in its way, 
as well as glory in its end — that it will bring 
us peace and joy, fuch as the world cannot 
give. — So that upon examining the truth of 
this allertion, we fliall be fet right in this 
error, by feeing that a religious man's happi- 
nefs does not Itand at fo tedious a diftance— 
but is fo prefent, aiid indeed fo infeparable 
from him, as to be felt and tafted every hour 
— and of this even the vicious can hardly be 
infenfible, from what he may perceive to 
fp ring up in his mind, from any cafual a6l of 
virtue. And though it is a pleafure that 
properly belongs to the good — -yet let any 
one try the experiment, and he will fee what 
is meant by that moral delight arifing from 
the confcience of well-doing. — Let him but 
rcfrefti the bowels of the need}^— let him 
comfort the broken-hearted — or check an 
appetite, or overcome a temptation— or re- 
ceive an affront with temper and meeknefs — 
hnd he lliall find the tacit praife of what 
he has, done^ darting through hi&mmd, acGom^ 
J... : 7 panied 
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panied with a fincere pleafure — confcience 
playing the monitor even to the loofe and 
moft inconfiderate, in their moft cafual ad;s 
of well-doing, and is, like a voice whim- 
pering behind and faying — this is the way 
of pleafantnefs>— this is the path of peace- 
walk in it. — • 

But to do further juftice to the text, we 
muft look beyond this inward recompence 
which is always infeparable from virtue, — 
and take a view of the outward advantages, 
which are as infeparable from it, and which 
the apoftle particularly refers to, when 'tis 
faid, Godlinefs has the promife of this life, as 
well as that which is to come — and in this 
argument it is, that religion appears in all its 
glory and ftrength — unanfwerable in all its 
obligations— that befides the principal work 
which it does for us in fecuring our future 
well-being in the other world, it is likewife 
the moft effedlual means to promote our pre** 
fent — and that not only morally^ upon ac- 
count of that reward which virtuous actions 
do entitle a man unto from a juft and a wife 
Providence, — but by a natural tendency in 
themfelves, which the duties of religion l^ave 
to procure us riches, health, reputation, credit, 
and all thofe things, wherein our temporal 
happinefs is thought to coniift, and this not 
only in promoting the well-being of particular 
perfons, but of public communities and of 
mankind in general, — agreeable to what th^ 
w ife man has left us on record, that righteouf^ 
nefs exalteth a nation:— infomuch. ^a1 
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ive, in confldering this ftrgum^Bt, ftippofe ouf^ 
felves to be in a ciipacitj of €lp6flulating 
with GtKl, concerning the terms upon which 
tve would fubmit to his government, — anrd to 
chufe the laws onrfelves which we would be 
bound to obfcrve, it would be impdffible for 
the wit of rpan to frame any other propofals, 
which upon all accounts Avould be more ad- 
vantalgeous to our own interefts than thofe 
very conditions to which we are obliged by 
the rules of religion and virtue. — And ih tbi^ 
does the reafonablefs of Chriftianity, and the 
beauty and wifdom of Providence, appear 
tnoft eminently towards mankind, in govem- 
iftg us by fuch laws as do moll apparently 
tend to make us happy, — wad in a word, in 
making that (in his mercy) to be our duty, 
which ni his wifdom he knows to be our in- 
terell, — that is to fay, what is moll conducive 
to the eafc and comfort of our mind, — the 
health and flrcngth of our body, — the honour 
and profperity of our ftate and condition,— 
the friendfliip and good-will of our fellow-* 
creatures; — to the attainment of all which) 
no mtore effectual means can poffibly be made 
ufe of, than that plain diredlion,— to lead an 
unconupted life, and to do the thing which is 
right, to ufe no deceit in our tongue, nor do 
evil to our neighbour. 

For the better imprinting of which truth in 
yt)UT memories, give me leave to offer a few 
things to your coniidcration. 

. The firll is, — that juftice and honefty con- 
iiibute very much towards all the faculties 

of 
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of the mind: I mean, that it clears np the 
tinderftanding from that mift, which dark and 
fcrooked defigns are apt to raife in it, — and 
that it keeps up a regularity in the afFedtions, 
by fuffering no lufts or by-ends to diforder 
them. — That it hkewife pi'eferves the mind 
from all damps of grief and melancholy, 
which are the fure confequences of unjuft ac- 
tions ; and that by fuch an improvement of 
the faculties, it makes a man fo much the 
abler to difcern, and fo much the more cheer- 
ful, active, and diligent to' mind his bufmefs. 
•^— Light is fown for the righteous, fays the 
prophet, and gladnefs for the upright in heart- 
Secondly, let it be obfen^ed, — that in the 
continuance and courfe of a virtuous man^s 
affairs, there is little probability of his falling 
into confiderable difappointments or calami- 
ties ;— not only becaufe guarded by the pro- 
vidence of God, but that honefty is in its own 
nature the freeft from danger. 

Firft, becaufe fuch a one lays no projects, 
which it is the intereft of another to blaft, 
and therefore needs no indire6l methods or 
deceitful practices to fecure his intereft by 
undermining others, — ^l^he paths of virtue are 
plain and ftraight, fo that the blind, perfons 
of the meaneft capacity, fhall not err. — Dif- 
honefty requires ikill to condud: it, and as 
great art to conceal — what ^tis every one's 
intereft to dete6l. And I think I need not 
remind you how oft it happens in attempts 
of this kind — where worldly men, in hafte to 
be rich, have over-run the only means to it,— 

B B 2 an,d 
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and for want of laying their contrivances with 
proper cunning, or managing them with pro- 
per fecrecy and advantage, have loft for ever 
what they might have certainly fecured by ho- 
nefty and plain-dealing. — The general caufes 
of the difappointraents in their bufinefs, or of 
unhappineis in their lives, lying but too mani- 
fettly in their own dilbrderly paffions, which 
by attempting to carry them a (horter way to 
riches and honour, difappoint them of both 
for ever, and make plain their ruin is from 
themfelves, and thatthev cat the fruits which 
their own hands have watered and ripened. 

Confider, in the third place, that as the re- 
ligious and moral man (one of which he can- 
not be without the other) not only takes the 
fureft courle for fucceis in his affairs, but 
is difpofed to procure a help, which never 
enters into the thoughts of a wicked one; for 
being confcious of upright intentions, he can 
look towards heaven, and with fome alfurance 
recommend his affairs to God s blefling and 
diredtion; — whereas the fraudulent and dif- 
lioneft man dares not call for God's blefling 
,iipon his defigns, — or if he does, he knows it 
is in vain to expcd; it. — Now a man who be- 
lieves that he has God on his fide, adis with 
another fort of life and courage, than he who 
knows he ftands alone;— like Efau, with his 
band againft every man, and every man's 
hand againft his. 

The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their cry, but the face 
of the Lord is agaiuft them that do evil. ^ 

Confider, 
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Confider, in the fourth place, that in all 
good governments who underftand their own 
intereft, the upright and honeft man ftands 
much fairer for preferment, and much more 
likely to be employed in all things when fide- 
lity is wanted : — for all men, however the cafe 
ftands with themfelves, they love at leaft to 
find honefty in thofe they truft ; nor is there 
any ufage we more hardly digeft, than that of 
being outwitted and deceived. — This is fo true 
an obfervation, that the greateft knaves have 
no other way to get into bufinefs, but by coun- 
terfeiting honefty, and pretending to be what 
they are not; and when the impofture is difco- 
vered, as it is a thoufand to one but it will, I 
have juft faid, what muft be the certain confe- 
quence: — for when fuch a one falls, — he has 
none to help him, fo he feldom rifes again. 

This brings us to a fifth particular, in vindi- 
cation of the text, — That a virtuous man has 
this ftrong advantage on his fide (the reverfe of 
the laft), that the more and the longer he is 
known, fo much the better he is loved, fo 
much the more trufted;— fo that his reputa- 
tion and his fortune have a gradual increafe : 
— and if calamities or crofs accidents ihould 
bear him down, — (as no one ftands out of their 
reach in this world)-^if he ftiould fall, who 
would not pity his diftrefs, — who would not 
ftretch forth his hand to raife him from the 
ground ? — wherever there was virtue, he might 
expedl to meet a friend and brother. — And 
this is not merely fpeculation, but fa<9:, con- 
firmed by numbcrlefs examples in life, of , ' 
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faflling into misfortunes, whofe character and 
tried probity have railed them helps,, and 
bore them up, when every other help has for- 
fook them. 

Laftly, to fum up the account of the tem- 
poral advantages which probity has on its fide, 
— let us not forget that grcatelt of all happi- 
nefs, which the text refers to — in the expref-* 
iion of all its paths being peace, peace and 
content of mind, arifmg from the confcioufnefs 
of virtue, which is the true and only founda-^ 
tion of all earthly fatisfadlion ; and where that 
is wanting, whatever other enjoyments you 
bellow upon a wicked man, tliey will as foon 
add a cubit to his ftature as to his happinefs* 
-*-In the midft of the highell entertainments, 
—-this, like the hand-writing upon the wall, 
will be enough to fpoil and cTifrelilh the feaft; 
but much more fo, when the tumult and hurry 
of delight is over, — when all is flill and filent, 
when the finner has nothing to do but attend 
its laflies and remorfes; — and this, in fpite of 
all tlie common arts of diverfion, will be of^en 
the cafe of every wicked man; — for we can- 
not live always upon the ftretch;— our facul- 
ties will not hear conftant plcafure any more 
than conftant pain; — there will be fome va- 
cancies; and when there are, they will be fure 
to be filled with uncomfortable thoughts and 
black reflections.— So that, fetting alide the 
great after-reckoning, the pleafures of the 
wicked are overbought, even in this world. — 

I conclude with one obfervation upon the 
whole of this argument, which is this. — 

Notwith- 



Notwithftanding the great force with wlridh 
it has been often urged by good writers, tber^ 
are many cafes which it may not reach, where>- 
in vicious mep may feem to enjoy their portion 
of this life, and live as happy, and fall into 
as few troubles as other men; — and therefore 
it is prudent not to lay more ftrefs upon this 
arguinent than it will bear: — but always 
remember to call in to our aid, that great and 
more unanfwerable argument, which will an- 
fwer the moft doubtful cafes which can be 
ftated, — and that is, certainty of a future life, 
which Chriftianity has brought to light. 
However men may differ in their opinions of 
the ufefulnefs of virtue for our prefent pur- 
pofes, no one was ever fo abfurd as to deny 
it ferved our beft and our laft intereft, — when 
the little interefts of this life were at an end : 
— upon which confideration we fliould always 
lay the great weight which it is fitteft to bear, 
as the Itrongeft' appeal, and moft unchange- 
able motive that can govern our a6lions at all 
times. — However, as every good argument 
on the fide of religion fliould in proper times 
be made ufe of, — it is fit fometimes to ex- 
amine this, — by proving virtue is not even 
deftitute of a prefent reward, — but carries 
in her hand a fufficient recompence for 
all the felf-denials flie may occalion : — flie 
is pleafant in the way, as well as in the 
end ; — her ways being ways of pleafantnefs, 
and all her paths peace. — But it is her 
greateft and moft diftinguiflied glory, — that 
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ihe befriends us hereafter, and brings us 
peace at the lall ; and this is a portion ihe 
<:an never be difinherited of, — which may 
God of his mercy grant us all, for the fake 
«f Jefus Chrift. 
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OUR CONVERSATION' IN HEAVEl?. 

PhiUippians, iii. 20. 




Why, the only effect would be, that the fat Glutton wou'd 
Etare awhile upon the Preacher, aad in a few minutes fall 
fast asleep. 
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OUE CONVERSATION IN HEAVEN, 



PHILIP. III. 20. iftPart. 
For our converfation is in Heaven. 

These words are the conclufion of the 
accounts which St. Paul renders of' himfelf, 
to juftify that particular part of his conduct 
and proceeding, — his leaving fo ftrangely, 
and deferting his Jewifti rites and ceremonies, 
to which he was known to have been formerly 
fo much attached, and in defence of which 
he had been fo warmly and fo remarkably 
engaged. This, as it had been matter of pro- 
vocation againft him amongll his own coun- 
trymen the Jews, fo was it no lefs an occafioii 
of furprife to the Gentiles ; — that a perfon of 
his great character, intereft, and reputation, 
one who was defcended from a tribe of Ifracl, 
deeply (killed in the profeffions, and zealous 
in the " obfervances of the ftraiteft feft of that 
" religion \ who had their tenets inftilled in- 
to him from his tender years, under the 
inftitution of the ablell mailers ; — a 

Pharifee himfelf, -the fon of a Pharifee, 

and brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, one 
that was fo deeply interefted, and an accef- 
fary in the perlecution of another religion, 
jull then newly come up; — a religion to 

whick 
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which his whole fe^t, as well as himfelf, had 
been always the bittereii and moft inveterate 
enemies, and were conllantly upbraided as 
i'ueh by the tirlt founder of it ; — that a perfon 
fo betct and hemni'd in with interefts and 
prejudices on airiides, iliould after all turn 
prolclyte to the very religion he had hated ! — 
a religion too, under the moft univerfal con- 
tempt of any then in the world, — the chiefs 
and leaders of it men of the lowell birth and 
education, without any advantages of parts 
or learning, or other endowments to recom- 
mend them : — that he ihould quit and aban- 
dim all his former privileges, to become 
merely a fellow -labourer with thcfe, — that 
he ihould give up the reputation he had ac- 
quired amongft his biethren by the Ihuly and 
labours of a whole liic; — that he Ihould give 
up his friends, — his relations and family, 
from whom he cllrangcd and banilhed him- 
felf for life; — this was an event fo very ex- 
traordinary, lb odd and unaccountable,-^-' 
that it might well confound the minds of 
men to anfwer for it.— It was not to be ac- 
counted for upon the common rules and 

meafures of proceeding in humiui life. 

'i'lie apollle, thereibre, ilnce no one elfe 
could do it fo well for him, comes in this 
chapter, to give an explanation why he had 
thus foi'faken fo many worldly advaRtages,-<-« 
which was owing to a greater and more uw* 
conquerable affertion to a better and moM 
valuable intereit, that iu the poor pcrfecu 
i'aithj — wliich he had once irepioached and 
7 deltroyed, — 
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dcftroyed, — he had now found fuch a fulnefs 
ot" divine gi-ace, — fuch unfathomable depth* 
of God's infinite mercy and love towards 
mankind, that he could think nothing too 
much to part with in order to his embracing 
Chriilianity ; — nay, he accounted all tilings 
but lofs, — that is, lefs than nothing, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jefus Chrift. 

The Apoftle, after this apology for him- 
felf, proceeds, in the fecond verie before the 
text, to give a very different reprefentation 
of tlie worldly views and fenfual principles 
of other pretending teachci's, — who had fet 
themfelvcs up as an example for men to 
walk by, againit whom he renews this cau- 
tion : — For many walk, of whom 1 have told, 
you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies to the crois of 
Chrifi, — whofe end is deltruftion, whofe God 
is their belly, and whofe glory is in their 
iliame, who mind earthly thiiigs, — O^whu-^e?, — 
reiilh them, making them the only objetl of 
their willies, taking aim at nothing better, 
and nothing higher, — but our converlation, 
fays he in the text, is in heaven. We Chrif- 
tians, who have embraced a pcriecuted faith, 
are governed by other con fi derations, — have 
greater and nobler views ; here we conlider 
ourfelves only as pilgrims and ftrangcrs. — ■ 
Our home i's in another country, where we 
are continually tending ; there our hearts and 
afiet^tions are placed ; and when the few days 
of our pilgrimage ihall be over, there lliall 
we return^ ^''jKjy'.^tD'Wt'^?^I^HW'^' ^^ ' 
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perpetual reft is defigned and prepared for 
us for ever. — Our converfation is in heaven, 
from whcticp, fays he, we alfo look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jefus Chrili, who Ihall 
change our vile body, that it may be fafliion- 
ed like unto his glorious body, according to 
the working whereby he is able to I'libdue all 
things unto him. — It is obfervable, that St. Pe- 
ter rcprefents the ftate of Chriftians under 
the fame image, of ftrangers on earth, whofc 
city and proper home is iieavcn : — he makes 
ufe of that relation of citizens of heaven, as 
a ftrong argument for a pure and holy life, — 
befeeching them as pilgrims and Itrangers 
here, as men whofe interefts and con iied'l: ions 
are of fo lliort a date, and fo trifling a na- 
ture, — to abftain from fleflily kifts, which 
war agaiiill the ibul, that is, unfit it for its 
heavenly country, and give it a difrelifli to 
the enjoyment of that pure and fpiritualized 
liappinefs, of which that religion muft confift, 
wherein there fliali in no wife enter any thing 
that defilcth, n(;itber whatfoever worketh 
abomination.— rThe Apoftlc tells us, that 
without holincfs no man fliall fee God ; — by 
■which no doubt he means, that a virtuous 
life is the only medium of happinefs and 
terms of falvation, wliich can only give us 
admitiioii into heaven. — But fome of our 
divines carry the affertion further, that with- 
out holmefs, — without fome previous fimili-. 
tude wrought in the faculties of the mind, 
correfponding with the nature of tlic pureft. 
of beings, .who is to be the, objei^ qf our" ti'ui- 
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tion hereafter ; — that it is not morally only, 
but phyfically impoffible for it to be happy, 
'- — and that an impure and polluted foul is 
not only unworthy of fo pure a prefence as 
the fpirit of God, but even incapable of en- 
joying it, could it be admitted. 

And here, not to feign a long hypothefis, 
as fome have done, of a finner's being admit-* 
ted into heaven, with a particular defcription 
of his condition and behaviour there, — we 
need only confider, that the fupreme good, 
like any other good, is of a relative nature, 
and confequently the enjoyment of it muft 
require fome qualification in the faculty, as 
well as the enjoyment of any other good does; 
—there muft be fomething antecedent in the 
difpofition and temper, which will render that 
good a good to that individual, — otherwife 
though (it is true) it may be poffeffcd,— yet 

it never can be enjoyed. 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure, who 
knows of no other happinefs in this world but 
what arifes from good eating and drinking ;— 
fuch a one, in the Apoftle's language, whofe 
God was his b^lly ; — preach to him of the 
abftracftions of the foul, tell of its flights, and 
brilker motion in the pure regions of immen- 
sity ;— reprefent to him that laiuts and angeis 
eat not,-— but that the fpirit of a man lives for 
ever upon wifdom and holinefs, and heavenly 
coQtemplations : — why, the only effb6t Avould 
be, that the fat glutton would flare a while 
;Upon the preacher, and in a few minutes 
iail/l#t^fl^-7T7i^9 i^JPU \>Quld C4tcb his 
i>i..^ii:iAiis::i^^..^^. ■■' . . attention, 
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attention, and make him take in your dif^ 
courfe greedily, — you niuft preach to him 
out of the Alcoran^ — talk of the raptures of 
fenfual enjoyments, and of tlie pleafures of 
the perpetual feafting, which Mahomet has 
defcribed ; — there you touch upon a note 
which awakens and finks into the inmoft re- 
ceffes of his foul ; — without which, difcourfe 
as wilely and abllrac^edly as you will of 
heaven, your reprelentations of it, however 
glorious and exalted^ will pafs like the longs 
of melody over an ear incapable of difcern- 
ing the diftinc^lion of founds. 

We fee, even in the common intercourfes 
of fociety, — how tedious it is to be in the 
company of a perfon whofe humour is dif- 
agreeable to our own, though perhaps in all 
other refpcxfts of the greatell worth and ex- 
cellency. — How then can we imagine that an 
ill-difpofed foul, whofe converfation never 
reachexl to heaven, but whofe appetites and 
defires, to the laft hour, have grovelFd upon 
this unclean fpot of earth ; — how can we ima- 
gine it Ihould hereafter take pleafure in God, 
or be able to tafte joy or fatisfadtion from hiai 
prefence, who isfo infinitely pure that he even 
putteth no truft in hjs faints,— nor are the 
heavens themfelves (as Job fays) clean in his 
fight? — The confideration of this has led 
fome writers fo far as to fay, with fome degree 
of irreverence in the expreffion, — that it was 
not in the power of God to make a wicked 
man happy, if the foul was feparated from 
the body, with all its vicious habits and in- 
clinations 
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clinations unrefornied ; — which thought a 
very able divine in our church has purfued 
fo far as to declare his belief,— that could 
the happieft manlion in heaven be fuppofed 
to be allotted to a grofs and polluted fpirit^ 
it would be fo far from being happy in it, 
that it would do penance there to all eternity : 
«— by which he meant, it would carry fuch 
appetites along with it, for which there could 
be found no fuitable objects. — A fufficient 
caufe for conftant torment; — for thofe that 
it found there would be fo difproportioned, 
that they would rather vex and upbraid it, 
than fatisfy its wants. — This, it is true, is 
tnere fpeculation, — and what concerns us not 
to know ; — it being enough for our purpofe, 
that fuch an experiment is never likely to be 
tried, — that we Hand upon different terms 
with God, — that a virtuous life is the founda- 
tion of all our happinefs, — that as God has 
fio pleafure in wickednefs, neither fliall any 
evil dwell with him ; — and that, if we expe<it 
our happinefs to be in heaven, we muft have 
our converfation in heaven, whilft upon earth, 
make it the frequent fubjed: of our thoughts 
and meditations, let every ftep we take tend 
that way, — every adlion of our lives be con- 
dud:ed by that great mark of the prize of 
our high calling, forgetting thofe things which 
are behind ; -r-forgetting this world, — difen-» 
gaging our thoughts and affediions from it, 
and thereby, transforming them to the like- 
nefs of what Ave hope to be hereafter. — How 
can we expert the inheritance of the JTainti^ 

of 
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of light, upon other terms than what they 
themlelves obtained it ? — — 

Can that body expect; to rife and fliine in 
glory, that is a flave to luft, or dies in the 
fiery purfuit of an impure -defire ? Can that 
heart ever become the lightfonie feat of peace 
and joy, that burns hot as an oven with 
anger, rage, envy, luft, and ftrife, full of 
wicked imaginations, fet only to devife and 
entertain evil ? 

Can that flefli appear in the laft day and 
inherit the kingdom of Heaven in the glori- 
fied ftrength of perpetual youth, that is 
now clearly confumcd in intemperance, finks^ 
in the furfeit of continual drunkennefs and 
gluttony, and then tumbles into the grave, 
and almofl: pollutes the ground that is under 
it? — Caii we reafonably fuppofe that head 
fhall ever wear or become the crown of rights 
eoufnefs and peace, in which dwells nothing 
but craft and avarice, deceit and fraud and 
treachery, — wliich is always plodding upon 
worldly defigns, racked with ambition, — ^I'ent 
afunder with difcord, — ever delighting in 
inifchief to others, and unjuft advantages to 
itfelf ? — Shall that tongue which is the glory 
of a man when rightly dire6ted, — be ever fet 
to God's heavenly praifes, and warble forth 
the harmonies of the bleflbd, that is now full 
of curfing and bitternefs, back-biting and 
flander, under which is ungodlinefs and vanity 
and the poifon of afps ? 

Can it enter into our hearts even to hope, 
that thofe hands can ever receive the reward 

of 
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of righteoufnefs, that are full of blood, kden 
with the wages of iniquity, of theft, rapine,* 
violence, extortion, or other unlawful gain ? 
or that thofe feet fliall ever be beautiful up-, 
on the mountains of light and joy, that were 
never ftiod for the preparation of the gofpel,. 
— ^that have run quite out of the way of God's^ 
word,^-sand made hafte only to do evil ?-— 
No furely. — In this fenfe, — he that is unjuft, 
let him be unjuft ftill, and he which is filthy, 
let him be filthy ftill. 

How inconfiftent the whole body of fin is 
with the glories of the celeftial body that 
fliall be revealed hereafter, — and that in pro- 
portion as we fix the reprefentation of thefe 
glories upon our minds, and in the more nu- 
merous particulars we do it, — the ftronger 
the neceffity as well as perfuafion to deny 
ourfelves all ungodlinefs and worldly lufl:s, 
to live foberly, righteoufly, and godly in this 
prefent world, as the only way to entitle us 
to that bleffednefs fpoken of in the Revela- 
tions — of thofe who do his commandments, 
and have a right to the tree of life, and fhall 
enter into the gates of the city of the living 
God, the heavenly Jenifalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels — to the ge- 
neral affembly and church of the firft-born, 
that are written in lieaven, and to God the 
judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft men 
made perfect, — who have wafhed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. 
VOL, in, c c May • 




^gS^ SlRMON xnx; 

May God give us grace to live under th© 
pWpetiial influence of this expectation,—* 
that by the habitual impreflion of thefe glories 
upon our imaginations, and the frequent fend-* 
ifig forth our thoughts and employing them 
oil the other world — ^we may difentangle them 
iVotti this,^— and by fo having our converfa* 
tion in heaven whilfl; we are here, we may 
be thought fit inhabitants for it hereaft^r,-^ 
tliat when Gdd at the laft day ihall come 
with thoufands and ten thoufands of his fidnta 
fo judge the world, we may enter with them 
into happlneftj and with angels and arch-i 
ailgds, tend all the company of heaven, we 
m^y ^raife and magnify his gloriouts n^mei 
and enjoy his prefence for ever^ 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE WORLD. 

2 PfiTfiR, IIU II* 

Seeing, thtn, tfaat fdl Ckefe things (hall be difiplvedr—'what maau- 
ner of perfons ought ye to be in all holy converfation and godli- 
lin^fs ? looking and hailening unto the coming of God. 

XHE fubje6l upon which St. Peter is dit- 
courfing in this chapter, is the certainty of 
Cbrift'3 coming to judge the world ; — and thiS 
words of the text are the moral application 
he draws from the reprefentation h^ gives of 
it, — in which, in anfwer to the cavils of the 
fcoflfers in the latter days, concerning the de- 
lay of his coming, he tells them, that God ib 
not flack concerning his promifes, as fonjie 
men count llacknefs, but is long fuffering to 
us ^ward r^" that the day of me Lord will 
*^ come as a thief in the night, in which the 
" heavens ftiall pafs away with a great noife, 
" and the elements fliall melt with fervent 
" heat; the earth alfo, and the works that 
" are therein fhajl be burnt up/' — Seeing 
then, fays he, all thefe things fliall be diirolved, 
what manner of perfons ou^ht ye to be in 
all holy converfation and godtin,fcfs ?— The 
inference is unavoidable, — at leaft in theory, 
lnowever it fails in pra6iice; — how widely 
thefe two differ, I intend to make the'fub]e(^ 
of this difcDuijfe ; aipfd though it is a mplatir 

cfc2 tholy 
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choly comparifon, to confider, * what manner 
of perfons we really are/ with ' what manner 

* of perfons we ought to be/ yet as the know- 
ledge of the one is at leaft one ftep towards 
the improvement in the other, — the parallel 
will not be thought to want its ufe. 

Give me leave, therefore, in the firft place, 
to recal to your obfervations, what kind of 
world it is we live in, and what manner of 
perfons we really arc. 

Secondly, and in oppofition to this, I fhall 
make ufe of the appftle's argument, andi 
from a brief reprefentation of the Cbr^ftian 
religion, and the obligations it lays upon us, 
fliew, what manner of perfoi^s we ought to be 
in all holy converfation and gqdlinefs, looking 
for and haftening unto the coming of the day 
of God. 

Whoever takes a view of the world, will^ I 
fear;, be able to difcern but very faint marks 
of this chara6ler, either upon the looks or 
adtions of its inhabitants^ — Of all the ends 
an4 purfuits we are looking for, and haftening 
unto, — this would be the leaft fufpeAed, — 
for, without running into that old declanlar 
tory cant upon the wickednefs of the age,— 
^ve may fay within the bounds of truth,— 
that there is as little influence froni tltiis 
principle which the apoftle lays ftrefs on^ 
and as little fenfe of religion, — as fmall 
a ftiare ot virtue (at leaft as little of the 
appearance of it) as can be fuppofed to exift 
at ail in ^ country where it is countenanced 
by the f^te.rr-The degeneracy of the times 
has ^eii the coinmoQ c^nij^Miht of many 

• * ages: 
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•ages:-?— how much we exceed otirfor^fatliiers 
in this, is known alone to that God who trietb 
the hearts. — But this we may be allowed to 
urge in their favour^ they ftudied at leaft to 
preferve the appearance of virtue ;;7rpubi^(i 
vice was branded with public infatQy» and 
obliged to hide its head in privacy and re* 
tiremfcnt ,. The fefyice of God was regularly 
attended j and religion not expoXed to the re- 
proaches of the fcorner. 
. How the .cafe Hands with us at prefent in 
each of tJiefe particulars, it is: grievous to re- 
port, and perhaps unacceptable to Religion 
herfelf ; yet as this is a feafon wherein it is 
fit we iliould be told of our faults, let us for 
a moment impartially confider the aiticlciS 
of this charge. 

And firft, concerning the great article of 
religion, and the influence it has at prefent 
jipon the lives and behaviour of the , prefent 
times ;: — concern i ng whic]i I, bavQ faid, ; thatp 
if we are to truii appearances, there is ^ 
little as can well be fuppofed to exift at a^l iu 
a Ghriftian country. Here I fliaU fpare txr[ 
clamations, and, avoiding all common-place 
railing upon tjie fubje6i, confine myfclf to 
fad:s, fuch a> every one who looks into the 
jvprld, and makes any obfervations at all, 
will vouch for me. 

. Now whatever* are the degrees of real re- 
ligion amongft us, — ^whatever they are, the 
^.ppearances are ftrong againft the charitable 
fide of the queition. — 

CO 3' If 



I/religioA is any Inhere to be found, one 

would think it would be anaongft thole of the 
higher rank in life, whofe education, and op* 
jjortufilti6s of knowing its great importances 
ftlOUld have brought ^them over to its hitereftt 
i!A4 rendfered them as firm in the defencfe of 
it, its feiJiitient in its example.— But if you 
dxamine the lUift, yon will almoft find it a 
t^ of a politer education, and mark of more 
ihining parts, to know nothing, and, indeedi 
tAve toothing at- all about it: — or, il'the fub- 
jedl happens to engage the attention of a few 
6f th6 more fprightly wits,— that it f*#ve* no 
other purpofe but that of being mad6 ntketty 
it, and of beh)g tfefetved as a (landing jell, 
to^iveti difcouiie, when converfation ficken* 
upon their hands.— 

'riii$ ii kk) fore an evil not to be obferved 
atoon^gp: ^erlbte^ df all ages, in Avhat is csJied 
Mghfef Jitfe'; and fo early does the contempt 
o^'iJii*' grfe^ <:^iK:«tt bfcgin to ftitew itfeif— 
that It is ti6 wi^coikMftOn thiiig to bear perfon* 
difjjjtitbg ag&irill i^ligion, arid raifmg cavil* 
agAittft the Bibtcj at an- Age when vbtae of 
th*m l?ott!d be bard fet to read €t chapter ill 
it,-- And I may add, of thofe wirofe ftock in 
knowledge is ftwnewhat Jarger, that for tfet 
moft part it has feftrce ttnjr other fotindatskitt 
to reft on but the finking credit of traidilAottal 
arid fcond^harid dfejfeiitiotis againft revelation, 
\Vhich, fiad they leifiire to read, they Would 
find anftvfcred and ^sdhfut^d A thoufand time* 

over. — But this by the way.- .. 

^- . If 
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If we take a view of the public worihip of 
JUmighty God^ ajid ob&rve io what manner 
it is reveiPenced by perfons in this rank of life^ 
)¥hofe duty it is to fet an example to the poor 
and igDorant9 we (hall find concurring evidence 
ppon thi3 melancholy argument— of a gene^ 
ral wftnt of all outward demonftration of a 
fenfe of our duty towards God) a& if religion 
was a buiinefs hi only to employ toadefmeti 
and mechanics — aqd the (aivation of out 
fouls> a concern Utterly below the eoniidera^ 
tion of a perfon of figure and confequeuce.— ^ 

I fliali fay nothing at prefent of tlie lower 
s*ank« of mankind-^though they have not yet 
got into the failiion of laughing at religion, 
and treating it with fcorn and contempt, aad 
I believe are too ferious a fet of creatures ever 
to come into it ; yet we are not to imamne 
but that .the contempt it is held in by thofe 
whofe examples they are apt to imitate, will 
in time iitterly fliake their principles, and 
render them, if not as prophane, at leafi; as 
corrupt as their betters.— ^When this event 
happens^--and we begin to fwl the effects of 
it in our dealings with them, thofe who hax'^e 
done the mifchief will find the neceffity at 
Jaft of turning religious in their own deferjce, 
and# for wint of a better principle, to fct aa 
^example of piety and good morals for their 
awn intereft and convenience. 

Thus much for tlie languilhing ftate of re*- 
jyigiotQ in the prefent age ;-r-in virtue and goo<J 
B^orab perhaps the account may Itand 

c c 4 L«t 
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Let us inquire- 



• And here I acknowledge, that an unexpe- 
rienced man^ who heard how loudly we all 
talked in behalf of virtue and moral honefty, 
and how unanimous we were all in our cry 
againft vicious chara6iersof all denominations, 
w6uld.be apt haftily to conclude^ that the 
whole world was in an uproar about it«and 
that there was fo general a horror and detef- 
tation of vice amongft us, that mankind were 
all alTociating together to hunt it out of the 
world, and give it no quarter.— This I own 
would be a natural conclufion for any one who 
Only trufted his ears upon this fubje6l.-— But 
as matter of fa6t is allowed better evidence 
than hearfay — let jus fee in the prefent how 
the one cafe is contraditled by the other.— 
However vehement we approve ourfelves 
in difcourfe againft vice — I believe no one is 
ignorant that the reception it ai^lually meets 
with is very different — the conduct and be- 
haviour of the world is fo oppofite to their 
language, and all we hear fo contradicted 
by what we fee, as to leave little room to 
queftion which fenfe w^e are to truft. ■ 

Look, I befeech you, amongft tliofe whofe 
higher ftations are made a melter for the 
liberties they take, you will fee, that no man's 
character is fo infamous, nor any woman's 
fo abandoned, as not to be vifited and admit- 
^4ed freely into all companies,, and if the 
party can pa}*^ for it, even publicly to be 
spurted, carefled, and flattered. — If this will 
not ovei^throw the credit of our virtue,-^take 

;. ^ a fliort 



« «r * - 



SERMON :XXX.^ J93 

a fliort view of the general dec2(y df it from 
the fafhionable exceffes of the agei — in favour 
of which there feems to bfe formed fo ftrong 
a party, that a man of fobriety, temperance^ 
and regularity, fcarce knows haw to itoceom^ 
modate himfelf to the fociety he lives iny~* 
and is oft as much at a lofs how and wbe»e to 
difpofe of himfelf; — and unlefs you fuppofe 
a mixture of conftanqy in his temper, ife.ia 
great odds but fuch a one would be ridi-' 
culed, and laughed out of his fcruples twid hj» 
virtue at the fame time: — to fay nothing of 
occafional rioting, chambering, and wanton- 
nefs. — Confider how many public nyirkets 
are eftablilhed merely for the fale of virtuet 
— where the manner of going too fadly indi- 
cates the intentiou ; — and the difguile each 
is under, not only gives power fafely to drive 
on the bargain, but too often tempts to carry 
it into execution too. — 

• The fmuing under difguife, I own, feems/to 
carry fome appearance of a fecret hom^-ge 'to 
virtue and decorum, and might be acknow- 
ledged as fuch, wavit not the only, public 
inftance the .world ; feems to givb of iL lii 
other cafes,:a juft fenfe of fliam6 feems a mat^ 
ter of fo little concern, that ittftead oi* any 
regjularity of behaviour^ you feel thoufaixds 
wpo are tired with the very formtof it, and 
wjjo at length liavc even thrown the mafk 
of it afide, as a.ufelefs .piece of inctun^* 
brance. — This I believe will need no evidence^ 
it is too evidently ieen in the opeft Itbenrtids 
taken every day, i a defiance (not (id; ia^iof 

religion, 
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reli^on, but) of decency and common good 
manners; — fo tliat it is no uncommon thing 
to behold vices which heretofore were com^ 
mitted only in dark. comers, now opeuly (hew 
their face in broad day, and oft-times with 
fuchan air of triumph, as if the party thought 
he was doing himfelf honour, — <»: that h(3 
thought the deluding an unhappy .creature^ 
und the keeping her iu a flate of guilt, wa^ a3 
necefiary a piece of grandeur as the k/eeping 
an equipage^ — ^and did him as much credit as 
any other appendage of his fortune* 

If we pa& on from the vices to the indeco^ 
rams of the a^ (which is a fofter name for 
vices), you will fcarce fee any thing, in what 
is called higher life, but what befpeaks a ge-- 
neral relaxation of all order and difcipHne, in 
which our opinions ' as well as manners feem 
to be iet ioofe from all rcftraints ; —and in 
truth, from all ferious reflections too : — and 
cine may venture to fay, that gaming and !6x-^ 
travaganc^ to the utter ruin of the greateft 
eftates^ — minds diffipated with diverfious^ 
and heads giddy wdtb a perpetual rotation, of 
them, ate the mod general chara6bens to be 
met vnth*r and though one wouId.expe6t^ that 
at lead the 3nore iolemn ieaibns ;of the year, 
fet apart > for^ the /contemplation of Chriil's 
fufferings, iSnould give (bme check and inters 
ruption to them, yet what appearance is there 
ever amdngft us, that it is fo j'-^what . one 
alteration does it make in rthe oourie of 
i^tdtf^h iS'iiiot the dodxine of mortification 

lorulted by the fiuneluixury of entertainments 
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at our tables ? — is not the fame ordet of di*- 
verfions perpetually returning, and fcarce any 
thing elfe thought of ?-— does not the fame 
levity in drefs, as well as difcourfe, Ihew it* 
felf in perfons of all ages P I fay x>f all ages^ 
for it is no fmall aggravation of the corrupt 
tion of our morals, that age, which by its 
authority was once able to frown youth into 
fobriety and better manners, and keep them 
within bounds, feems but too oflen to lead the 
way, — and by their unfeafonable example 
give a countenance to follies and weakneis^ 
which youth is but too apt to run into with- 
out fuch a recommendation. — Surely age,— 
which is but one remove from death, fhould 
have nothing about it but what looks like A 
decent preparation for it. — In purer times it 
was the cafe, — but now, — grey hairs them^ 
felves fcarce ever appear, but in the high mode 
and flaunting garb of youths— ^-with heads at 
full of pleafnre, and clothes as ridiculoufly, and 
as much in the faihion, as the perfon Avfaa 
wears them is ufually grown out of it;--^ 
upon which article give me leave to make a 
ihort reflei^ion; which is this, that wben^ 
ever the eldeft. equal the youngeil in the vaf 
nity of their dreis, there is no reafon to be 
given for.it, but that th^y equal them, if not 
lurpais them, iti thevanityof theii" deiires.-n* . 

But tlus by the byie.*— • : ; J 

Thoftgh in truth die obfervation fstUs ia 
%vith the main attention of thib difcOwie,-^ 
which is not framed to flatter o^iir folHes, tit 
touch theia with a light 4iauKl, but plainly 4» 

point 
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point them out ; that by recalling to yovtt 
mind, what manner of perfons we really are, 
I might better lead you to the apoftle's infer'- 
enee, of what manner of perfons ye ought to 
J>e in all holy converfatioii and godlinefs; 
looking for, and haftening Unto^ the coming 
of the day of God.— 

i- The apoAle in the Concluding verfe of this 
argument, exhorts, that they who look for 
fuch things be diligent, that they be found 
of him in peace, without fpot, and blamelefs j 
r— and one may conclude with him, that if the 
hopes or fears^ either the reafon or the paf- 
fions of men are to be wrought Upon at all, 
it mufi; be from the force aud influence of this 
awakening confideration in the text. — " Tliat 
all thefe things fliall be diflblved;'' — that this 
^n and ptrilhable fcene muft cliange, that 
we who now tread the ilage, muft fliortly be 
fummoned away ;— that we are creatures but 
bf a day^ battening unto the place from whence 
we fliall return no more; — that whilft wq 
are here>-*-our conduct and behaviour is mi- 
nutely obferved J---that ther^ is a Being about 
<mr paths and aboiit our be d3^ whqfe omni- 
fcient eye fpies out all our waysi and takes a 
fidthful record of all the paflages of our 
lives ;-r-that thcfe A^Ulmes fliall be produced 
and opened,: and>me» fliall be judged out of 
the things that are written in Uiem ;— that 
without refpe<ft of perfonis, we flaall be ma;de 
accountable. fok; our thoughts^ our words and 
a^iom, to. this gr^fitell and befl; of Beiogs^ 
J»$4rei-Whofe ju0^e^^^ finally 

:j\."1 7 appear. 



appear, and receive the things done in thi 
body J whether they are good or wliether they 
are bad.-^ . • 

That to add to the terror of it;— tiiis day 
of the Lord will come upon Us like a thidT 
in the night; — of that hour no one knoweth; 

that we are not fure of its being fuf. 

pendedone day or one hour; or, what is the 
fame cafe, — that we are (landing upon the 
edge of a precipice with nothing but the 
iingle thread of human life to hold us up; — 
and that if we fall unprepared in this 
thoughtlefs ftate, we are loit, and muft perifh 
for evermore. — 

What manner of perfons we ought to 
be, upon thefe principles of our religion, 
St. Peter has told us, in all holy conver- 
fation and godlinefs ; — and 1 fliall only re- 
mind, how different a frame of mind, the 
looking for and hafteiling unto the coming 
of Goa, under fuch a life, is, from that of 
fpending our days in vanity, and our years 
jn plcj^fure.-w-^ 

Give me Iea^H}, therefore to conclude 
in that merciful warning, which our Saviour, 
the Judge himfelf, hath given us at the 
clofe of the fame exhortation.-— 

Take heed to yourfelves, left at any time 
your hearts be over^charged with furfeiting 
and drunkennefs, q,nd the cares of this life ; 
— and fb that day come upon you un- 
awares; — for as a fnare ihall it come upon 
all that dwell on the face of the whole 
earth. — Watch therefore, and pray always, 

that 
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that ye may be accounted worthy to efcape 
all thefe things that fh all come to pafs, and 
to Hand before the Son of man. Which 
may God of his mercy grant, through Jefus 
Cbrift. Amen. 
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ST. petee's chaeacteb. 



ACTS, lit* 12. 

And when Peter faw it, he anfwered unto the people, Ye rncii oiF 
Ifrad, why marvel ye at this ? or why look ye fo eameftly on 
us, as though by our own power or ^olinefs we had made 
this man to walk ? 

1 HESE words, as the text tells us, were 
ipoke by St. Peter, on the ocqafion of his 
jniraculous cure of the lame man, who wa$ 
laid at the gate of the temple, and, in th^ 
beginning of this chapter, had aiked an alm$ 
of St .Peter and St. John, as they went , up 
together at the hour of prayer j^ — on whom 
St. Peter faftening his eyes, as in the 4th 
yerfe, and declaring he had no fuch relief 
to give him as he expe<9;ed, having neither 
iilver nor gold, — but that fuch as he had, 
the benefit of that divine power whiqh he 
had received from his Mafler, he would 
impart to him,— he commands him forth, 
with, in the name of Jefus Chrift of Naza- 
reth, to rife up and walk- — And he took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and im-* 
mediately his feet and ancle-bones received 
flrength; and he leaped up, flood and walk*? 
ed, and entered with them into the temple^ 
leaping and praifing God;*— - 



\ 
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It feems he had been bom lame, had paflTed 
a whole life of defpair, %vithout hopes of ever 
being reftored i-^io that the immediate fenfe 
of ftrength and activity communicated to 
liim at once, in fo furprifmg and unfought- 
for a manlier, caft him into the tranfport of 
mind natural to a man fo benefited beyond 
his expectation. — Sp that the amazing in- 
iiance of a fupernatural power;— the nato^ 
rietj' of fa6l, wrought at the hour of prayer; 
• —the unexceptiotiablenefs of the object, — 
that it was no impofture, — for they knew 
that it was he which fat for alms at the 
Beautiful gate of the temple; — ^the unfeigned 
eyprcffions of an enrapHtured heart almoft 
bende itfelf, confinning the whole; — the man 
thnt' was healed, in the 10th verfe, holding 
his benefacftdrs, Peter and John, entering 
liilq the temple with them, walking and leap- 
ing, and praifiiig God ; — the great concourfe 
of people, drawn together by this event, in 
the 11th verfe, 'for they all ran unto them, 
into the porch that was called Solomon's, 
greatly wondering. Sure ncA^er was fuch a 
fair opportunity fbr an ambitious mind to 
have ettabliflied acharacftei* of fuperiorgood^ 
hefs and power .-=— To a man fet upon this 
world, who fought his own praife and honour, 
what an invitation would it have been td 
have turned thefe circumftan^es to fuch d 
purpoft ; — to have fallen in with the paflions 
of ah aftohiflied and gtateftil city, prepoA- 
feflTed, ^rora what had happerifcd^ fo ftrongly 
i;i his favour alrcad^/ ^^t- *lktle *att or mi^ 
^ * nagement 
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xiagement was requifite to have improved 
their wonder and good opinion into the high- 
eft reverence of his fanftity, awfe of his per- 
fon, or whatever other belief ftiould be necet- 
fary to feed his pride, or ferve fecret ends of 
glory and intereft. — ^A mind not fufficiently 
mortified to the world, might liave been 
tempted here to have taken the honour due 
to God — and transferred it to himfelf — He 
might — not fo — a difciple of Chrift : for whea 
Peter faw it, — when he faw the propenfity in 
them to be mifled on this occafion, — ^he an- 
fwered and faid unto the people, in the word* . 
of the text, — ^Ye men of Ifrael, why marvel 
ye at this ? or why look you fo eameftly oa 
us, as though by our own power and holinefe 
we had made this man to walk ? — The God .. 
of Abraham, and of Ifaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, hath glorified his fon Je- 

fus. ■ 

O holy and bleffed apoftle ! 
How would thy meek and mortified fpirit 
fatisfy itfelf in uttering fo humble and fo juft 
a declaration ? — What an honeft triumph 
wouldft thou tafte the fweets of, — in thus 
conquering thy pailion of vain-glory, — keep- 
ing down tliy pride, — difclaiming the praifes 
which Ihould have fed it, by telling the won- 
dering fpe6tators. It was not thy own power, 
—it was not thy own holinefs, which had 
wrought this — ^thou being of like paffions.and 
infii'mities; — but that it was the power of the 
God of Abraham, — the holinefs of thy dear 
Lord, whom they crucified, opeiatiug hf ^ithi 
VOL. m. D D througliv , 
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through thee, who waft but an inftrument in 
his hands. — If thus honeftly declining honour, 
which the dccafion fo amply invited thee to 
take ; — if this would give more fatisfacftion to 
, a mind like thine, than the loudeft praifes of 
a miftaken people, what true rapture would 
be added to it from the reflecftion-^— that in 
this inftance of felf-denial — thou hadft not 
•only done well, — but, what was ftill a more 
endearing thought, that thou haft been able 
to copy the example of thy divine Maf- 
ter, who, in no a6lion of his life, fought ever 
his own praife, but, on the contrary, declined 
all poffible occafions of it: — and in the only 
public inftance of honour which he fuffered 
to be given him in his entrance into Jerufa- 
lem, — thou didft remember,— it was accept- 
ed with fuch a mixture of humility, that the 
prediction of the prophet was not more ex- 
actly fulfilled in the hofannahs of the multi- 
tude, than in the meeknefs wherewith he re- 
ceived them, lowly and fitting upon an afs. — 
How could a difciple fail of profiting by the 
example of fq humble a mafter, whole whole 
courfe of life was a particular lecture to this 
virtue, and, in every inftance of it, ihewed 
plainly he came not to (hare the pride and 
glories of life, or gratify the carnal expecta- 
tion of ambitious followers; which, had he 
affeCted external pomp, he might have accom- 
pliftied, by engroffing, as he could have done 
by a word, all the riches of the world ; and 
by the fplendour of his court, and dignity of 
his perfon, had been greater than Solomon 

^ . ... . in 



SERMON XXII. 4<55 

in all His glory, and have attraded the ap- 
plaufe and admiration of the world: — this 
every difciple knew was in his power; — fo 
that the meannefs of his birth,— the toils and 
poverty of his life, — the low offices in ^vHbich 
he was engaged, by preaching the gofpel to 
the poor — the numberlefs dangers and incon- 
veniencies attending tlie execution, — were all 
voluntary. — ^This humble choice both of 
friends and family out of the meaneft of the 
people, — amongft whom he appeared rather 
as a ferVant than a matter, coming not, as he 
often told them, to be miniftered unto, but 
to minifter, — and as the prophet had foretold 
in that mournful defcription of him, having 
no form nor comelinefs, nor any beauty that 
we fhould defire him. — 

How could a difciple, you'll fay, reflect 
without benefit on this amiable character, 
with all the other tender pathetic proofs of 
humility, which his memory would fuggeft 
had happened of a piece with it, in the courfe* 
of his Mailer's life ; — but particularly at the 
conclufion and great cataftrophe of it, — at 
his crucifixion ; the impreffions of which 
could never be forgotten. — When a life full 
of fo many engaging inftances of humility, 
was crowned with the moft endearing one of 
humbling himfelf to the; death of the crofs, — 
the death of a flave and a malefadior, — fuf- 
fering himfelf to be led like a lamb to the 
flaughter, — dragged to Calvary without op- 
polition or complaint, and as a Iheep 'be-> 

D D 2 • fore 
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fore his Ihearer is dumb, opening not his 
mouth. — 

O bleffed Jefus! well might a difciple of 
tliine learn of thee to be meek and lowly of 
heart, as thou exhortedft them all, for tJiou 
w aft meek and lowly : — well might they pro- 
fit, when fuch a leffon was feconded by fuch 
an example ! — It is not to be doubted what 
force this muft have had on the actions of 
thofe who were attendants and conftant fol- 
lowers of our Saviour on earth; — faw the 
meeknefs of his temper in the occurrences of 
his life, and the amazing proof of it at his 
death, who, though he was able to call down 
legions of angels to his refcue, or by a fingle 
aft of omnipotence to have deftroyed his 
enemies ; yet fuppreffed his almighty power, 
— ^neither refcnted — or revenged the indig- 
nity done him, but patiently mflfered himfelf 
to be numbered with the tranfgreffors. — 

It could not well be otherwife, but that 
every eye-witnefs of this muft have been 
wrought upon, in feme degree, as the apoftle» 
to let the fame mind be in him which alfo 
was in Chrift Jefus. Nor will it be difputed 
how much of the honour of St. Peter's be- 
j^aviour in the prefent tranfaftion might be 
' owing to the impreflions he received on that 
memorable occafion of his Lord's deatb» 
finking ftill deeper, from the atfefting re-^ 
membrance of the many inftances his mafter 
had given of this engaging virtue in the 
eourfe of his life.— 

St. Peter 
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St. Peter certainly was of a warm and fen- 
fible nature, as we may colle<9; from the facred 
waitings, — a temper fitteft to receive all the 
advantages which fuch impreffions could 
give; — and therefore, as it is a day and 
jplace facred to this great apoftle, it may 
hot be unacceptable, . if I engage the re- 
mainder of your time, in a fliort effay upou 
his character, principally as it relates to this 
particular difpofition of heart, which is th6 
fubjed; of the difcourfe. — 

This great apoftle was a man of diftinftion 
amongft the difciples, — and Avas one of fuch 
virtues and qualifications, as feemed to have 
recommended him more than the advantage 
of his years, or knowledge. — 

On his firft admiflion to our Saviour's ac- 
quaintance, he gave a moft evident teftimony 
that he was a man of real and tender good-^ 
nefs, when being awakened by the miraculous 
draught of the filhes, as we read in the fifth 
of St. Luke, and knowing the author muft 
neceffarily be from God, he fell down in- 
flantly at his feet^ — broke out into this bitm- 
ble and pious refle<!ilion ; — " Depart from me, 
" for i am a finful man, O Lord V — ^The cen- 
fure, you will fay, exprefles him a finful rfmn, 
■ — but fo to cenfure himfelf, — with fuch un- 
afte6led modefty, implies more efte6lually 
than any thing elfe could, — that he was not 
in the common fenfe of the word, — a finful, 
but a good man, who, like the publican in 
the tetnplcj was no lefs juftified, for a fdf- 
accufation^ extorted merely from the humt- 

DB 3 lity 



4o6 SERMON XXXI. 

lity of a devout heart jealous of its own im- 
perfedlions. — And though the words, depart 
from mcj carry in them tlie face of fear, — ^yet 
he who heard them, and knew the heart of 
the fpeaker, found they carried, in them a 
greater meafure of defire. — For iPeter was 
not willing to be difcharged from his new 
gucll, but fearing his unfitnefs to accompany 
him, longed to be made more worthy of his 
converfation. — A meek and modeft diftrull 
of himfelf fcemcd to have had no fraall ihare, 
at that time, in his natural temper and com- 
plexion ; and though it would be greatly im* 
proved, and no doubt much better principled 
by the advantages on which I enlarged above, 
in his commerce and obfervation with his 
Lord and Matter, — yet it appears to have 
been an early and diftinguilhing part of his 
charader. — An inftance of this, though little 
in itfelf, and omitted by the other evangelifts, 
is preferved by St. John, in his account of our 
Saviour's girding himfelf with a napkin, and 
wafliing the dilciples feet; to which office 
not one of them is reprefented as making 
any oppofition : But when he came to Simon 
Peter, — the Evangelift tells, — Peter faid to 
him, — Doft Thou wafli my feet ? Jefus faid 
unto him. What I do, thou knoweft not now, 
but flialt know hereafter. — Peter faid unto 
him, — ^Thon flialt never wafli my feet. — Hu- 
mility for a moment triumphed over his fub^ 
million, — and he expoftulates with him upon 
it, with all the earneft and tender oppofition 
>»bich was natural to a humble hes^rt, con- 
founded 
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founded with lliaine, that his Lord and 
Maiter ihould infill to do lb mean and pain- 
ful an a6i of fervitude to him— - 

I would fooner form a judgment of a man*s 
temper, from his behaviour on luch little oc- 
cunencesof life as thefe, than from the more 
w eighed and important actions, where a man 
is more upon his guard ; — ^has more prepara- 
tion to difguile the true difpofition of liis heart, 
— and more temptation when difguiied to im- 
pofe it on othere. — 

This management was no part of Peters 
character, who, with all the real and unaf- 
fected humihty which he ihewed, was pof- 
felled of fucli a quick lenfibility and prompt- 
nefs of nature, which utterly unfitted him for 
art and premeditation ;— though this parti- 
cular call of temper had its diladvantages, at 
the fame time, as it led him to an unrelerved 
difcovery of the opinions and prejudices of 
his heart, whicli he was wont to declare, and 
fometimes in fo open and unguarded a man- 
ner, as expofed him to the Iharpncfs of a 
rebuke where he could leall bear it.— * 

I take notice of this, becaufe it will help 
us in fome meafure to reconcile a feeming 
contradiction in his charadter, w^hich will 
naturally occur here, from confidering that 
great and capital failing of his life, when, by 
a prefumptuous declaration of his own for- 
titude, he fell into the difgrace ot* denying 
his Lord ; in both of which he aCled fo op- 
pofite to the charaCler here given, that you 
will alk, — How could fo humble a man a^ 

p D 4 you 
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you defcribe ever have been guilty of fo felf- 
fufiicient and unguarded a vaunt, as that^ 
though he fhould die with bis Mafter,~-yet 
would he not deny him ?— Or whence, — ^that 
fo iincere and honeft a man was not better 
able to perform it ?— 
The cafe was this- — 

Our Lord, before he was betrayed, had 
taken occafion to admonifh his difciples of 
the peril of lapfing, — telling them, 31ft verfe, 
— All ye fliall be offended becaufe of me this 
night. — ^To which Peter anfwering, with a 
zeal mixed with too much confidence, — That 
though all fhould be offended, yet will I 
never be offended; — to check this truft in him- 
felf,-~our Saviour replies, that he in particu- 
l€ir fhould deny him thrice. — But Peter look- 
ing upon this monition no farther than as it 
applied a reproach to his faith, and his love, 
and his courage ;— flung to the heart to have 
them called in queftion by his' Lord, — he haf- 
tiiy fummons them all up to form his final 
refolution, — Though I fhould die with thee, 
yet will I not deny thee. — The refolve was 
noble and dutiful to the laft degree, — and I 
make no doubt as honeft a one — that is, both 
as juft in the matter, and as fincere in the 
itention, as ever was made by any of 
mankind ; his character not fuffering us to 
imagine he made it in a braving diflimulation : 
— no;— for he proved himfelf fufficiently in 
earneft by his .fubfequent behaviour in the 
garden, when he drew his fword againft a 
whole band of meo, and thereby made it ap- 
pear, 
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pear, that he had lefs concern for his own life 
than he had for his Matter's fafety. — Hotr 
then came his refolution to mifcarry ? — ^The 
reafon feems purely this : — Peter grounded 
the execution of it upon too much confidence 
in himfelf, — doubted not but his will was in 
his power, whether God's grace affifted him 
or not; — furely thinking, that what he had 
courage to refolve fo honeftly, he had like- 
wife ability to perform. — This was his mif- 
take, — and though it was a very great one, 
— yet it was in fome degree a-kin to a virtue, 
— as it fprung merely from a confcioufnefs 
of his integrity and truth, and too adventu- 
rous a conclulion of what they would enable 
him to perform, on the (liarpell encounters 
for his Maftefs fake: — fo that his failing in 
this point, was but a confequence of thia 
hafty and ill -confidered refolve;— and hi» 
Lord, to rebuke and punifli him for it, did 
no other than leave him to his own ftrength 
to perform it; — which, in effect, was almoil 
the fame as leaving him to the neceffity of 
not performing it at all. — ^The great apoftle 
had not coniidered, that he who precautioned 
him was the fearcher of hearts, — and needed 
not that any ihould teftify of man, for he 
knew what Avas in man ;-^ he did not remem- 
ber, that his Loixl had faid before, — Without 
me ye can do nothing ; — that the exertions 
of ail our faculties were under the power of 
his will: — he had forgot the knowledge of 
this needful truth, on this one unhappy juno« 
. ture, — where he had fo great a temptation to 

the 
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the contrary — though he was full of the per* 
fuafion in every other tranfacftion of his Ufe ; 
— but moft vifibly here in the text, — where 
he breaks forth in the warm language of a 
heart ftill overflowing with remembrance of 
this very miftake,he had once committed ;— 
Ye men of Ifrael, why marvel ye at this ? — 
as though by our own power and holinefs we 
had wrought this ? — the God of Abraham, of 
Ifaac, and of Jacob,— the God of our fathers, 
through faith in his name, hath made this 
man whole, whom ye fee and know. — 

This is the beft anfwer I am able to make 
to this objection againft the uniformity of the 
apoftle's character which I have given : — ^up- 
on which let it be added ,^ — that was no 
fuch apology capable of being made in its 
behalf; — that the truth and regularity of a- 
Ghara6leris not, in juftice, to be looked upon 
as broken, from any one fmgle a6l or omifiion 
which may feem a contradiction to it: — the 
beft of men appear fometimes to be ftrange 
compounds of contradictory qualities : and, 
were the accidental overfights and folly of the 
wifeft man, —r the failings and imperfeCiions 
of a religious man, — the hafty a6ls and paf- 
fionate words of a meek man — were they to 
rife up in judgment againft them, — and an 
ill-natured judge be fuffered to mark in this 
manner what has been done amifs — what 
character fo unexceptionable as to be able to 
ftand before him ? — So thatj with the candid 
allowances which the infirmities of a man 
may claim when he falls through furprife 

more 
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mone tliao a premeditation, — one may ven- 
ture upon the whole to fum up Peter's cha* 
raiSler in a few words, — He was a man fenfible 
in his nature, — of quick paffiohs, tempered 
with the greateft humihty and moft unaffected 
poverty of fpirit that ever met in fuch a cha- 
racter. — So that in the only criminal initance 
of his life, which I have fpoken to, yeu are 
at a lofs which to admire moll ; — the tender-* 
nefs and fenfibility of his foul, in being, 
wrought upon to repentance by a look from 
Jefus ; —or the uncommon huniility of it^ 
which he teftified thereupon, in the bitternefs 
of his forrow for what he had done, — He was; 
once prefumptuous in trufting to his ovv^a 
ftrcngth ; his general and true charadler was. 
that of the moll engaging meeknefs, — dif- 
truftful of himfelf and his abilities to the lall 
degree. — — : 

He denied his mafter. — But in all inllances 
of his life, but tliat, was a man of the greateft 
truth and fmcerity ;-Tto which part of hia 
chara4ler. pnr Saviour has given an undeni-? 
able tellimony, in conferring on him the lym-, 
bolieal name of Cephas, a rock, a name the 
moll exprelfive of conftancy and firmnels.— , 

He was a man: of great love to his mailer 
— and of nq lefs zeal for his religion, of 
which, from among many, I Ihall take one 
inftance out of St. John, with which I lliaU 
conclude this account, — Where, upon the 
defertion of feveral other difciples,r— our Sa-f 
viour puts the quellion to the twelve, — Will 
yp alfo go A>vay ?-r-Then, fays the text, Peter 

anfwered 
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anfwered and faid, — Lord! whither ftiall 
we go ? Thou haft the words of eternal life, 
and we believe, and know, that thou art 
Chrift the fon of God. — Now, if we look into 
the Gofpel, we find what our Saviour pro- 
nounced on this very confeffion. 

Bleffed art thou, Simon Barjona, for fleih 
and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, — 
but my Father which is in heaven. — That 
our Saviour had the Avords of eternal life, — 
Peter was able to deduce from principles 
of natural reafon; becaufe reafon was able 
to judge from the internal marks of his doc- 
trine, that it was worthy God, and accom- 
modated properly to advance human nature 
and human nappinefs. — But for all this,— 
reafon could not infallibly determine that the 
meffenger of this dodtrinfe was the MefTias, the 
eternal Son of the living God :— to kno\tr 
this required an illumination ; — and this illu- 
mination, I fay, feems to have been VoUch- 
fafed at that inftalit as a reward,^— a^ would 
have been fufficient evidence by itfelf of the 
dilpofitioh of his heart ^ 

I have now finiihed this fhort effay upon 
the character of St. Petier, not with a k>ud 
panegyric upon the power 6f his keys, or a 
ranting encomium upon fome monaftic quali- 
^cations, with which a popilh pulpit would 
ling upon fuch an occafion, without doing 
much honour to the faint, or good to the 
?iudience : — but have drawn it with truth 
and fobriety, reprtfenting itus it was, as con* 
fifting of virtues the moft worthy of imitation, 

8 — and 
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• — ^and grounded, not upon apocryphal ac- 
counts and legendary inventions, the ward- 
robe from whence popery dreffes out her faints 
on thefe days, — but upon matters of fadt ia 
the facred Scriptures, in which all Chriftians 

agree. -And fince I have mentioned ©opery, 

I cannot better conclude than by observing, 
how ill the fpirit and characSter of that church 
refembles that particular part of St. Peter's 
which has been made the fubjedl of this dif- 

courfe.^ ^AVould one think that a church, 

which thrufts itfelf under this apoftle's patro- 
nage, and claims her power under him, would 
refume to exceed the degrees of it, which 
e acknowledged to poflTefs himfelf? — But 
how ill are your expectations anfwered, 
when, inftead of the humble declaration 
in the text, — —Ye men of Ifrael, marvel 
not at us, as if our own power and holineis 

had wrought this ; ^you hear a language 

and behaviour from the Romifli court, as 
oppofite to it as infolent words and adtions 

can frame. ^ 

So that inftead of, Ye men of Ifrael, 

marvel not at us, Ye men of Ifrael, do 

marvel at us,— hold us in admiration: 

Approach our facred pontiff (who is not 

only holy but holinefs itfelf) — approach 

his peifon with reverence, and deem it the 
greateft honour and happinefs of your lives 
to fall down before his chair, and be admit- 
ted to kifs his feet. 

Think not, as if it were not our own 
holinefs which merits all the homage you 

caa 
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can pay us. — It is our own holinefs, — -fh^ 
fuperabundance of it, of which, having more 
than wc know what to do with ourfelves, — 
from works of fupererogation, we have tranf- 
ferred the furplus in ecclefiaftic warehoufes, 
and, in pure zeal for the good of your fouls, 
have ettabliflied public banks of merit, ready 

to be drawn upon at all times. 

Think not, ye men of Ifrael, or fay within 
yourfelves, that we are unprofitable fervants; 
we have no good works to fpare, or that if 
we had — we cannot make this ufe of them ; 
— that we have no power to circulate our in- 
dulgencies, — and huckfter them out, as we 
do, through all the parts of Chriftendom. — 
Kaow ye by thcfe prefents, that it is our 
own power which does this, — the plenitude of 
our apoftolic power operating with our own 
holinefs, that enables us to bind and loofe, 

as feems meet to us on earth ;- to fave 

your fouls or deliver them up to Satan, and, 
as they pleafe or difpleafe, to indulge whole 
kingdoms at once, or excommunicate them 

all; binding kings in chains, and your 

nobles in links of iron. 

That we may never again feel the efFe(9:s 

of fuch language and principles, ^may 

God of his mercy grant us. Amen. 
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THIRTIETH OF JANUARY. 

EZRA, ix. 6, 7. 

And I fiaidy O my God, I am afhamed and blu(h to lift up mj face 
to thee, my God : — for our iniquities are increafed over our 
head, and out* trefpafs is grown up unto the heavens.-r-Since the 
days of our fathers have we been in a great trefpafs unto this 
day. — 

» 

1 HERE is' not, I believe, throughout all 
hiftory, an inftance of fo ftrange and obfti- 
nately corrupt a people as the Jews, of whom 
Ezra complains ; for though on one hand, 
— there never was a people that received fo 
many teftimonies of God's favour to encou- 
rage them to be good, — fo, on the other hand, 
there never was a people which fo often felt 
the fcourge of their iniquities to difhearten 
them from doing evil. — Yet neither the one 
or the other feemed ever able to make them 
either the wifer or better ; — neither God's 
bleffinsrs, nor his corredlions, could ever fof- 
ten them ; — they Hill continued a thanklefs 
unthinking people, — who profited by no lef- 
fons, neither were to be won with mercies, 
nor terrified with punifhments, — but on ev^ery 
fucceeding trial and occafion, extremely dif- 
pofed againft God, to go aftray and a6t wick- 
edly. 

In the words of the text, the prophet's 
heart overflows with forrow, upon his reflec- 
tion 
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tion of this unworthy part of their charadler ; 
and the manner of his apphcation to God is 
fo expreflive of his humble fenfe of it, — ^and 
there is foniething in the words fo full of ten- 
dernefs and (liame for them upon that feore, 
— as befpeaks the moft paternal, as well* as 
paftoral concern for them. — And he faid, — 
O my God ! I am afliamed, — and blufli to 
lif up my face to thee, my God. — No doubt 
the holy man was confounded to look back 
upon that long feries of fo many of God's un- 
deferved mercies to them, of which they had 
made fo bad and ungrateful a ufe : he conli- 
dered, that they had all the motives that 
could lay reftraints either upon a confiderate 
or a reafonablc people; — that God had not 
only created, upheld, and favoured them 
with all advantages in connnon with the reft 
of their fellow-creatures — but had been par- 
ticularly kind to them ; that when they were 
in the houfc of bondage, in the mod hope- 
lefs condition, — he had heard their cry and 
took conipalTion upon their afilidlions, and 
by a chain of great and mighty deliverances, 
had fet them free from the yoke of oppreffion* 
— ^The prophet, no doubt, reflcd;ea at the 
fame time, that, befides this inftance of God's 
goodnefs in full favouring their miraculous 
efcape, a feries of fucceues not to be ac- 
counted for from fecond caufes, and the na- 
tural courfc of events, had crowned their 
heads in fo remarkable a manner, as to afford 
an evident proof, not only of God's general 
concern, but of his particular providence 

and 
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and attachment to them above all people : 
—in the wildernefs he led them like flieep, 
and kept them as the apple of his eye ; — he 
fuffered no man to do them wrong, — but re- 
proved even kings for their fake ; — that when 
they entered into the promifed land, no force 
was able to ftand before them ;— when in pof- 
feffion, — no army was ever able to drive them 
out ; — that nations greater and mightier than 
they, were thruft forth from before them :— 
that, in a word, all nature for a time was dri- 
ven backwards by the hands of God, to ferve 
them, and that even the Sun itfelf had Hood 
Hill in the midft of heaven, to fecure their vic- 
tories ; — that when all thefe mercies were call 
away upon them, — and no principle of gra- 
titude or intereft could make them an obedi- 
ent people, — God had tried by misfortunes 
to bring them back ; — that when inltrud;ions, 
warnings, invitations, miracles, prophets, and 
holy guides, had no effect, — he at laft fuffered 
them to reap the wages of their folly, by letting 
them fall again into the fame ft ate of bondage 
in Babylon, from whence he had firft railed 
them. Here it is that Ezra pours out his 
confeffion. It is no fmall aggravation to 
Ezra's concern, to find that even this laft trial 
had no good effe6i upon their condudl;— 
that all the alternatives of promifes and 
threats, comforts and affli6tions, inftead of 
making them grow the better, made them ap- 
parently grow the worfe : how could he inter- 
cede for them, but with lliame and forrow ; 
—and fay, as in the text, - O my God, I am 
VOL. III. E E alhamed, 
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afliamecl, and blufli to lift up my face td 
thee, for our iniquities are increafed over 
our heads, and our trefpafs is grown up 
unto the heavens ; — fmce the days of our fa- 
thers have we been in a great trefpafs unto 
this day. 

Tiuis much for the prophet's humble con- 
fellion to God for the Jews, for which he had 
but too juft a foundation given by them ; — 
and I know not how I can make a better ufe 
of the words, as the occafion of the day led 
me to the choice of them, — than by a ferious 
application of the fame lad confeifion, in re- 
gard to ourfelves. — 

Our fathers, like thofe of the Jews in 
Ezra's time, — no doubt have done amifs, and 
greatly provoked God by their violence ; — 
but if our own iniquities, like theirs, are in- 
creafed over our heads ; — if fince the days of 
our fathers we have been in great trefpafs 
ourfelves unto this day,— 'tis fit this day we 
Ihould be put in mind of it;— nor can the 
time and occafion be better employed, than 
in hearing with patience the reproofs which 
fuch a parallel will lead me to give. 

It muft be acknowledged, there is no na- 
tion which had ever lb many extraordinary 
reafons and fupernatural motives, to become 
thankful and virtuous as the Jews had ; — ^yet 
at the fame time, there is no one which has 
not fufficient (and fetting afide at prefent the 
jconfideration of a future ftate as a reward for 
being fo) — there is no nation under heaven, 
which, befides the daily bleffiags of God's 

pro- 
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Jirovidence to them, but have received fuffi- 
tJient bleffings and mercies at the hands of 
God to engage their heft fervices, and the 
warmeft returns of gratitude they can pay : 
— there has been a time, may be, when they 
have been delivered from fome grievous ca- 
lamity^ — from the rage of peftilence or fa- 
mine, — from the edg6 and fury of the fword^ 
* — from the fate and fall of kingdoms round 
them ;-^they may have been preferved by 
providential difcoveries, from plots and de- 
figns againft the welUbeing of their ftates, — 
or by critical turns and revolutions in their 
favour when beginning to fink ; — by fome 
fignal interpofition of God's providence ; — 
they may have tefcued their liiDerties, and 
all that was dear to them, from the jaws of 
fome tyrant ; — or may have preferved their 
religion pure and uncorrupted, when all other, 
comforts failed them. 

If other countries have reafon to be thank- 
fiil to God for any one of thefe mercies, much 
more has this of ours, which at one time 01* 
other hath received them all ; — infomuch 
that our hiftory, for this laft century, has 
fcarce been any thing elfe but the hiftory of 
our deliverances, ^nd God's blelfings^ — and 
thefe in fo complicated a chain, and with fo 
little interruption,--as to be fcarce ever 
vouchfafed to any nation or language befides 
-^-except the Jews ; — and with regard to them, 
though inferior in the ftupendous manner of 
their working, — yet no way fo in the extenfive 
goodnefs of their efFed;s, and the infinite be- 

E E 2 nevolence 
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nevolence which miift have wrought them 
for us. — Here then let us Hop and look back 
a moment, and enquire, as in the cafe of the 
Jews, what great effects all this has had upon 
our lives, — and how far worthy we have lived 
— of what we have received ? 

A ftranger — when he heard that this ifland 
had been fo favoured by Heaven, — fo happy 
in our laws and religion, — fo flouri filing in 
our trade, — fo bleffed in our fituation and 
natural product, — and in all of them fo often 
— fo vifibly protected by Providence, — would 
conclude, our gratitude and morals hiad kept 
pace with our blellings ; — and he would fay, 
•—as we are the mod bleffed and favoured, — 
that we mull be the mod virtuous and religi- 
ous people upon the face of the earth. 

Would to God ! there was any other rea- 
fon to incline one to fo charitable a belief; — 
for, without running into any common-place 
declamation upon the wickednefs of the age, 
— we may fay within the bounds of truth, — 
that we have profited in this refpe6l as little 
as was poffible for the Jews ; — that there is 
as little virtue, — and as little fenfe of re- 
ligion, at lead as little of the appear- 
ance of it, as can be fuppofed to exift at all, 
in a country where it is countenanced by the 
ftate.— Our forefathers, whatever greater de- 
;rees of real virtue they were poflelled of— 

od, — who fearcheth the heart, — beft knows; 
— but this is certain, in theu? days they had 
at lead — the form of godlinefs, — and paid 
this compliment to religion, as to wear at 
lead the appearance and outward garb of 

it. 
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it. — The public fervice of God was better 
frequented, — and in a devout as well as re- 
gular manner ; — there was no open profane- 
nefs in our ftreets to put piety to the blufh, — 
or domeftic ridicule, to make her uneafj, 
and force her to withdraw. 

Religion, though treated with freedom, was 
flill treated with refpedl ; — the youth of both 
fexes kept under greater reftraint ; — good 
order and good hours were then kept up in 
moil families ; and, in a word, a greater 
llridlnefs and fobriety of manners maintained 
throughout amongft people of all ranks and 
conditions; — fb that vice, however fecretly 
it might be pradiifed, — was afliamed to be 
feen. — 

But all this has infenfibly been borne down, 
ever fmce the days of our forefathers trefpafs 
— when, to avoid one extreme, we began to 
run into another ; — fo that, iuftead of any 
great reHgion amongft us, you fee thoufands 
who are tired even of the form of it, and who 
have at length thrown the mafk of it alide, 
—as an ufelefs incumbrance. — 

But this licentioufnefs, he would fay, may 
be chiefly owing to a long courfe of profpe* 
rity, which is apt to corrupt men's minds.— 
God has fince this tried you with afflicftions ; 
' — you have been vifited with a long and 
expenfive war : — God has fent, moreover, a 
peftilence amongft your cattle, which has cut 
off the flock from the fold, — and left no herd 
in the flails. — Surely, he'll fay,— two fuch 

terrible * 
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terrible fcourges muft have awakened the 
confciences of the moll untliinking part of 
you, and forced the inhabitants of your lands 
—from fuch admonitions — thoudi thev failed 
with the Jews, to have learnt righteoufnefs 
for themfelvcs. — 

I own this is the natviral effedl,-^ and one 
would hope fliould always be the natural ufe 
^nd iniprovement from fuch calaniities ;— for 
we often find that numbers who, in profperity, 
feem to forget God, do yet remember hinx 
in the day of trouble and diftrefs. — Yet cour 
fider this nationally, — we fee no fuch effedl 
from it in fa6l, as one would be led to expe6i 
from the fpeculation : — for inftance,- — with all 
the devailation, bloodflied, and expence 
which the war has occafioned,— ^how many 
converts has it made to frugality, — to virtue, 
or even to ferioufnefs itfelf ?— rrThe peftilence 
amongft our cattle,-^though it has diftreffed 
?tnd utterly undone fo many thoufands, yet 
what one vifible alteration has it made in the 
courfe of our lives ? — 

And though one would imagine that the 
neceflary drains of taxes for the one,— and the 
lofs of rents and property from the other, 
ihould in fome meafure have withdrawn the 
means of gratifying our pailions, as we have 
done ;~yet what appearp^npe is there amongft 
ys that* it is fo ? — 

What one faftiionable folly or extravagance 
has been checked by it ?— Is not there thp 
f^me luxury and epicurifin of entert^^inments 
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at our tables ? — do we not purfue with eager- 
nefs the fame giddy round of trifling diverfions 
*— is not the infedlion diffufed amongft people 
of all ranks, and all ages?— And even grey 
hairs whofe fober example and manners ought 
to check the extravagant falliesof the thought- 
lefs, gay, and unexperienced, — too often tot- 
ter under the fame coftly ornaments, and 
join the general riot Where vanity, like 
this, governs the heart, even charity will al-^ 
low us to fuppofe, thata confcioufnefs of their 
inability to purfue greater excefles, is the only 
vexation of fpirit, — In truth the obfervation 
falls in with the main intention of the diC- 
courfe, — which is not framed to flatter your 
follies, — but plainly to point them out, and 
fhew you the general corruption of manners, 
and want of religion; which all men fee, — an4 
which the wife and good fo much lament, — ^ 
But the inquirer will naturally go on, and 
fay, that though this reprefentation does not 
anfwer his expectations, that undoubtedly 
we muft have profited by thefe lelfons in other 
refpec^ls ; — that though we have not approved 
our underftanding in the fight of God, by a 
virtuous ufe of our misfortunes, to true wif- 
dom ; — that we muft have improved them, 
however, to political wifdom ; — fo that he 
would fay, — though the Englifli do not ap- 
pear to be a religious people,— they are at 
leaft a loyal one: — they have fo often felt the 
fcourge of rebellion, and have tafted fo much 
(harp fruit from it, — as to have fet their teeth 
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on edge for ever, — But, good God ! how 
would he be aftoniflied to tind, that though 
we have been fo often toft to and fro by our 
own tempeftuous humours, — that we were 
not yet fick of the ftorm ; — that though we 
folemnly, on every return of this day, lament 
the guilt of our forefathers in ftaining their 
bands in blood, — we never once think of our 
principles and pra6lices, which tend the fame 
way : — and though the providence of God 
has fet bounds, that they do not work ^3 
much mifchief, — as in days of diftrattiou 
and defolation, — little reafon have we to 
afcribe the merit thereof to our own wifdom ; 
"— fo that, when the whole account is ftated 
betwixt us, — there feems nothing to prevent 
the application of the words in the text ; — 
that our iniquities are encreafed over our 
beads, and our trefpafs is grown up unto the 
the heaven. — Since the days of our fathers 
have we been in a great trefpafs unto this 
day ! — and though it is fit and becoming that 
we weep for them, — 'tis much more fo, that 
we weep for ourfelves, — that we lament our 
own corruptions, — and the little advantages 
we have made of the mercies or chaftifements 
of God, or from the fms and provocations of 
our forefathers. — 

This is the fruit we are to gather, in a day 
of fuch humiliation ; — -and unlefs it produces 
that for us, by a reformation of our man- 
ners, and by turning us from the error of our 
ways, the fervice of this day is more a fenfe- 

lefs 
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lefs infalt upon the memories of our ances- 
tors, — than an honeft defign to profit by 
their miftakes and misfortunes, — and to be- 
come wifer and better from our refledlions 
upon them. — 

Till this is done, it avails little, though 
we pray fervently to God not to lay their fins 
to our charge — whilft we have fo many re- 
maining of our own. — Unlefs we are touched 
for ourfelves, how can we exped; he Ihould 
hear our cry ? It is the wicked corruption of 
a people which they are to thank for what- 
ever natural calamities they feel ; — this is the 
very ftate we are in — which by difcngaging 
Providence from taking our part, — will al- 
ways leave a people expofed to the whole 
force of accidents, botli from within and 
without : — and however ftatefmen may dif- 
pute about the caufes of the growth or decay 
of kingdoms, — it is for this caufe, a matter 
of eternal truth, — that as virtue and religion 
are our only recommendation to God, — that 
they are, confequently, the only true bafis of 
our happinefs and profperity on earth, — And 
however we may flielter ourfelves under dif- 
tind;ions of party, — that a wicked man is the 
worft enemy the ftate has;— and for the con- 
trary, it will alway8 be found, that a virtuous 
plan is the beft patriot, and the beft fubje<9; 
the king has, — And though an individual 
may fay, what will my rightepufiiefs profit a 
nation of men ? — I anfwer, — if it fail of a 
bleffing heue (which is not likely), it will 
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have one advantage — it will fave thy owri 
foul, and give thee that peace at the laft, 
which this world cannot take away* 

Which God, of his infinite mercy, grant us 
all. Amen. 
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